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The Trial of Joan Love, Sc. for an Attempt 
to pull down the Mug-houſe in Saliſbury 
Court. | | 


OHN LOVE, THOMAS BEAN, 
GEORGE PURCHASE, RICHARD 
PRICE, and WILLIAM PRICE, were 
indicted at the Old Bailey, the 17th of 
September, 1716, upon the ſtatute made in the 
firſt year of King George, which makes it Fe- 
lony, without benefit of Clergy, to demoliſh or 
begin to Cemoliſh any houſe, &c. | 
homas Arrowſmith depoſed, that he faw 
George Purchaſe with a ſtick in his hand walk- 
ing to and fro, about the Mug-houſe door for 
about an hour, on Tueſday the 17th of July; 
that about ſeven o'clock that morning, the mob 
began to break the windows of Mr, Read's 
| houſe, the Mug-houſe in Saliſbury Court, with 
ſtones and bricks, crying, High Church and Or- 
mond; and that a woman cried, D----» all 
Preſbyterians, and he took hold of her, but owe 
B90 I B Mr. 
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Mr. Delander, a Watch-maker, reſcued her from 


him. 
Mr. Samuel Gott depoſed, that he ſaw John 
Love helping to break down the ſign, and 
breaking the goods and windows about ons 
o'clock; that Purchaſe and Bean were there 
alſo, hurling ſtones, and breaking the windows 
with ſtones and ſticks, for about an hour and a 
half; and that he ſaw Purchaſe throw a ſtick up 
at the houſe and windows, and that Love aſ- 
ſiſted him in throwing a rope over the ſign, by 
which means they drew it firſt on one fide, then 
on the other, till having looſened it, it fell 
down, and ſaw him climb up the rope, almoſt 
to the very ſign; and that he ſaw Bean break 
the windows by throwing fticks up againſt 
them. 
Mr. Burrel depoſed, he ſaw Richard Price 
go into Mr. Read's houſe, and fetch out the 
goods and break them; that he laboured very 
hard, and was very induſtrious in demoliſhing 
the houſe, and deſtroying the goods, ſaw him in 
the bar pulling it down, and taking out the pa- 
pers, that he himſelf was at the door when the 
guards ſeized Richard Price. * 
John Collins depoſed, that he ſaw the twe. 
Prices, Purchaſe, and Love, in the riot, plun- 
dering and deſtroying Mr. Read's houſe and 
goods z that-Love climbed up the rope almoſt as 
high as the ſign, in order to pull it down; that 
the two Prices were employed chiefly within 
doors, in breaking the bar and houſhold goods, 
and Purchaſe in breaking and deſtroying thoſe 
brought out, and breaking the windows with 
bottles and ſticks, crying out all the while, High 
Church and Ormond, no Hanoverians, no King 
George, 


. / / - -- " as 
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Gerge, down with the Mug-houſe, And that 
there were ſeveral other perſons with pick-axes 
demoliſhing the houſe, but he knew not who 


they were; that they cryed out, High Church 
pox Ormo ] 


no Hanoverians, down with the 
232 and that Purchaſe was one of 


em. 
Mr. John Halfel ſwore, that he ſaw — 
Bean running with great joy from Fleet - ſtreet 
toward Ludgate- hill, with part of the ſign that 
belonged to the Mug- houſe, making a great noiſe 


with the mob that accompanied him; and that 


a cart ſtanding at a Potters door hard by, Bean 


put the ſign into the cart, and returned; that 


there were the letters R. R. E. upon the ſign; 
that this was about one o'clock ; and that he in- 
tended to haye ſtopped him if he had came up 
ſo high as his houſe. - 
Carleton Smith depoſed, that he ſaw the pri- 


ſoner Bean, in his return to my Lord Mayor's 


from Saliſbury Court, with part of the ſign in 
his hand, in a great heat, running along with 
it towards Fleet-ditch with the greateſt joy and 
triumph imaginable, which ſurprized him, he 
being a ſervant to Meſſ. Caſſey and Carnegie, 
two rebel priſoners, at that time under con- 
demnation in Newgate ; but he could not take 
him then becauſe of the mob, but took him the 
next morning in Newgate-ſtreet, and put him in 
Newgate. 

Mr. Luke Whitton depoſed, that he ſaw 


William Price go ſeveral times in and out of the 
mug: houſe, and pull at the ſign with ſo much 
force, that he thought the whole front of the 


houſe was going to fall; that he beat a ſoldier, 
and after made off with the greateſt joy. 


6 Trial of Joux Love, Se. 


Mr, Graves depoſed, he ſaw Love ſtamp upon 
ſome of the goods to break them, eſpecially a 
coffee-pot. f + 

Mr. Burrel ſwore, he heard ſeveral of the 
mob cry, 77 as we pull down this mug-houſe, 
eve will pull King George from the throne, which 
75 none of his own. 8 

Purchaſe denied the fact, ſaid he had no ſtick, 
and called two perſons to his reputation, but 
they did not appear. | | 

Love denied the fact, ſaying, he took hold of 
the rope to fave himſelf. ales | 
William Price denied the fact, but had nobody 
to his reputation. 5 8 
Richard Price denied the fact, and called his 


maſter to his reputation, who ſaid, he was a 


very honeſt, but a very ſilly ignorant fellow. 
e owned, that Mr. Sich ſpoke to him, 
when he carried away the ſign. | 2M 
The evidence being full againſt the priſoners, 
the Jury found them all guilty of the inditment, 
and they received ſentence of death. - 
When under condemnation, they gave the 
Ordinary the account following: | 
George Purchaſe ſaid, he was twenty-three 
years of age, born at Puddledock, London; 
that he ſerved an apprenticeſhip of ſeven years 
to a ſhoe-maker in Saliſbury Court, and after- 
wards worked journey-work with his maſter. 
He acknowledged his crime to be a heinous one, 
and his ſentence to be juſt ; and begged pardon 
of God for that and all other his ſins. 
Thomas Bean faid, he was twenty-two years 
of age, born in Saliſbury Court, where his fa- 
ther formerly kept. the Ship Tavern, uſed the 
ſea five years, and was fteward to a purſer of a 
man 
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man of war, and afterwards to Meſſieurs Caſſey 


and Carnegie, who were then' under condem- 
nation fur being in the rebellion at Preſton, He 
confeſſed his being guilty of what he was charg- 
ed with, but ſaid he inconſiderately joined in 
the riot, the conſequences whereof he did not 
then apprehend, but now, to his great ſorrow, 
knew the miſchief he had involved himſelf in. 

William Price ſaid he was twenty-one years 
of age, born in the Pariſn of St. Andrew Hol- 
born, was bound apprentice to a ſword cutler, 
having ſerved about four years of his time. He 
ſaid alſo, hearing there was a great concourſe of 
people in Saliſbury Court, he preſently ran 
there, not with any ill intent, but out of curio- 
ſity; however, when he was there, he joined 
with others, and aſſiſted in demoliſhing Mr. 
Read's Mug-houſe, deſtroying his goods, and 
crying, High Church and Ormond, &c. for which 
he ſaid, he heartily repented, praying God to 
1 —_— 4c. 

ichard Price ſaid he was twenty years of 
age, born at Slandavery in the county of Car- 
marthen in Wales, where he ſerved his time to a 
Taylor, and coming to London worked jour- 
ney-work ; that accidentally paſſing that place 
where the tumult was, he unhappily fell in 
among them, not conſidering the unlawfulneſs 
and ill conſequence of the fact, for which he 
begged pardon with tears. 

John Love ſaid he was ſixteen years of age, 
born in White Friars, London ; that he had 
learned to make buttons, but his chief buſineſs 
was to help bargemen and lightermen to unlade 
their veſſels, He ſaid he alſo was 1 

an 
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and inconſiderately drawn in to the commiſſion ' 


of the fact. 


On Tueſday, Sept. 21, they were executed 
on a gibbet erected at the end of Saliſbury 


Court, near Fleet-ftreet. 


| Being at the place of execution, they defired 
all to take warning by them, and learn wiſdom 
from their folly : they alſo begged pardon of God 
and the King, and of all they had offended, 
declaring they died in charity with all men, ' 
wiſhing none might be fo unhappy as to follow 
them in that, or any other unlawful courſe. 

As they paſſed to execution, Thomas Bean 
gave a paper, which he called his Laſt Speech, 
to a gentleman, a friend of his, at Fleet-bridge ; 
but before, or by that time he came to the gal- 
lows, a ſpeech was given him, of which he 
read a part, but was interrupted; and therefore 
he gave it to a former companion of his, who 
ſent it to be printed; which is as follows: 
Jam brought hither by God's permiſſion, dear 


fellow Chriſtians and countrymen, againſt the an- 


cient laws of this kingdom, and undcubted liberties 
of this once free people, by virtue of a new pre- 
tended Imw, to an ignominious death, though nothing 
worthy of death, even according to this new conſſitu- 
tion, could be proved upon me. Had I had but 
the right of defending myſelf allowed me, which 
we Engliſhmen have hitherts much gloried in, and 


for which we ordinarily 75 — to Ged and our 


country, as I now do moſt ſolemnly appeal to both, 
in this my laſt hour, beſeeching God he will not lay 
this fin to the charge of thoſe who have been inſtru- 
mental in bringing me to this unexpected end; and 
that he will not remember the fins of my youth, nor 
enter into judgement with me for my manifeld tranſ- 
greffions 
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greſſions againſt his maſt holy law, | whereby. I hav? 
merited not only temporal but eternal death, and 
brought diſbonour upon the holy religion which I 
profeſs, and which 1 am , now going to ſeal with 


my blood. 


It was the zeal that burned in nie to hear of cer- 
tain diabolical healths Pe cy drank in defiance 
of all law, as well as. Religion, and particularly of 
Confuſion to the Church of England, with Hel- 
lih refletions bath on the living and the dead, which 
kindled that fire in me, which would have been hard 
for men of more years and underſtanding, to have 
governed themſelves under ſuch great, and repeated 
provecations. God be merciful to me, and to all 
who gave them, and who have promoted this ſcene 
before your eyes; and grant that all may be waſhed 
away in the blood of Chri/t, into whoſe bowels of 
love and mercy 1 caſt myſelf, in the fellowſhip of 
all faithful penitents, who are at reſt with him. 
die an unworthy member of the Church of Eng- 
land, as by law ęſtabliſped, which God for ever 
oh ea ; and I proteſt againſt Popery and all An- 
tichriſtians whatſoever, and all uſurpations both in 
Church and flate. I fay again, God for ever pre- 
ferve the Church of England, and make her glorious, 


that all who diſſent from her may be converted to 


her. 

{ heartily pray that God would took upon this 
once flouriſhing, but now miſerable diſtracted na- 
tien, and heal the breaches thereof by the only expe- 
dient which remains, and which is in the hands of 
Gad to fulfil, baFiing. all the deſigns and decrees of 
wicked men and angels, againſt truth, juſtice and 

cace. 
a I beg of you all to aſſiſt me in this hour of death 
with your fervent prayers t1 the I aber of . 
Hebt 


that I may be ſtrengthened to overcome it, through 
the Bled / dl vs, and have part in the reſur« 
rection to eternal liſe. Lord Feſus have mercy on 
2 foul ; Lord Feſus receive my ſpirit. 12 
d Teſus. | 
The Copy of his true Speech, wrote with his 
1 own hand, is as follows: bg 
being now to make exit from the flage 0 
this world, think it . 1 all 10 70 
ple, and particularly my beloved oppreſſed friends o 
the true reformed church of England, that I was al- 
-wways brought up in the boſom 75 the ſaid church 
{though an unworthy ſon thereof) that I have always 
wiſhed, with a moſt fervent zeal, for the nm" 
thereof, and do now die in the communion 75 e ſaid 
church. I ſhall not enlarge upon the hardſhip of my 
trial, to which I was hurried without a moment's 
notice, and not ſa much as ſubpoenas granted me, 
when demanded, to ſummon my friends to my trial ; 
upon the wickedneſs, falſehood, and malice of the evi- 
dence who fwore againſt me, &c. I ſhall only put 
you in mind of a Fable of the Crows and Pidgeons, 
related in Fable 306 of Roger L'Eſtrange's Book, 
358. | 
: 25 7 a ſuit in law between the two fa- 
milies of the Crows and the Pidgeons; but for 
quietneſs ſake, they agreed upon an order of refe- 
rence, and the Kite was to be arbitrator, The 
cauſe was heard, and the judgement given for the 
Crows. 
Morar. Aſk my brother if I am a thief: 
one criminal at the bench will be ſure to bring 
off another at the bar. | 
Reflection. Innocence is always ſure to be 
worſted, wherever it may be abuſed with ſecurity 
and advantage; guilty or not, guilty is not P 
muc 
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much the point in the caſe here of the Crow? 
and the Pidgeons, for the matter in queſtion is» 
the perſon or party, not the fault; the one is in 
the plot, let him be ever ſo innocent; and the 
other is as white as the driven ſnow, let him be 
ever fo criminal; there are clubs, cabals, igno- 
ramus's, falſe witneſſes among men, as well as 
among birds, with all the pompous formalities 
of countenancing fraud or corruption with the 
facred name of juſtice. Set a Kite upon the 
bench, and it's forty to one but he will bring 
off a crow at the bar. Briefly, there is nothing 
more in the iniquity of this fiction, than what 
we ſee every day made good in common buſineſs 
and practice; tis but dreſſing up a bird of prev 
in his cap and furrs to make a judge of him: 
and fo for a knight of the poſt, *tis but dubbing 
him with the title of King's evidence, and the 
work is done: for in theſe caſes, Judge, Jury, 
and witneſſes, are all of a piece. | 

I leave the world to judge how this matter is ap- 
plicable to the preſent oy of us for tender voung 
lads, One may eafily gueſs, who the Kite, who the 
crows (where ſome* Got upon a curſed* Haſel tun ) 
and others perched upon a bloody, deceitful, brozn 
* Reed ; and who the poor harmleſs, oppreſſed pidse- 
ons, So wiſhing proſperity to the Church of. England, 
and the members of it, I bid you all adieu, and wiſh 
you may ſee better times. - | 
This is a true copy of my own hand-writing, 


which I intend to give the ſheriff. 
Sept. 12, 1716. _ THOMAS BEAN. 


* 


* The names of the two witneſſes againſt him, and M. 
Read of the Mug-hbouſe, 
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The Trial of Joux Braves, Se. for riot- 
oufly celebrating the Burial of Thomas 


Bean, a Malefactor. 


OHN BEAVER, WILLIAM ELD- 
RIDGE, HESTER STIBBS, ELEA- 


NOR HORNESBY, and ANN LANE, were 


indicted at the Old Bailey, October the 11th, 
1716, for a riot, in aſſembling themſelves, with 
divers other perſons, in a riotous manner, under 
a pretence of celebrating, in a public and diſor- 
derly manner, the burial of "Thomas Bean, a 
malefactor, convicted laſt ſeſſions for felony, on 


the ſtatute of the firſt of King George, and ex- 


ecuted for the ſame, ,and in open contempt of 


the government and the Jaws of the land, on 


the 3oth of September, 1716. 

Mr. Carleton Smith depoſed, that the Friday 
before, the Lord Mayor having information 
that a proceſſion was intended to be made the 


next Sunday, by a number of perſons who were 


fo be dreſſed in white 1 and favours, and to 


walk in that manner through the principal 


ſtreets of London, his Lordſhip gave him or- 
ders to enquire diligently into it, and endeavour 


to find out where thoſe who compoſed it were to 


aſſemble; and about nine o'clock that morning, 


he ſaw a great croud of people (near 100) 
in Saliſbury Court, and thereupon he went 


' beck to acquaint the trained bands with it, who 
were poſted at Bridewell. Whereupon they 
went up to the multitude, and bid them diſperſe, 


which tignifying but little, they drove them 
away by force; that in the afternoon he went 
in 
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in ſearch of them again, up and down, where 
he imagined they were; and about three o'clock 
ſaw a very great concourſe of people, at the 
farther end of Water-lane, but did not think 
proper to go too near them, being alone, leſt he 
ſhould be diſcovered, and informed himſelf of 
their motions by another obſerver. Then he 
went to the captain of the trained bands, who, 
ſent a detachment to diſperſe them; but when 
they came they were gone to Black-friars ; upon 
which they followed them, and ſaw them upon - 
the water in two boats; one of them having got 
off ſome time before, they took only one of the 
boats: that upon that he would have had the 
trained bands level their guns, to make them 
bring too, but they did not think fit fo to do; 
and that Beaver jumped out of the boat to make 
his eſcape, but was taken. The men had white 
gloves and favours, and ſome of the women 
white favours, white ſarſenet hoods and white 
gloves. That the priſoners were carried before 
the Lord Mayor, and ſaid, upon examination, 
they were going to St. George's church, 

Mr. John Hall depoſed, that being with the 
Captain of the trained bands, Mr. Smith came 
to them and ſaid, there was a great multitude of 
people in proceſſion in Water-lane. Upon 
which a detachment was ordered out; and he 
went after the priſoners to obſerve their motions, 
and ſaw them take boat at Black-friars ſtairs, 
but that not being ſufficient for them all, and 
no other being ready, he haſted to the officer of 
the trained bands, that he might overtake ſome 
of them before they could get off; who there- 
upon marched with all expedition, and came up 
with the priſoners juſt as they had put off : upon 
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which he jumped into the water and, caught 
bold of the boat-rope, and hauled it to ſhore. 
There were alſo three others with them dreſſed 
aſter the ſame manner, whom the Lord Mayor 
diſcharged, it appearing they had not been at 
Bean's funeral with the reſt, but were invited 
into the proceſſion by the priſoners. 

Lieutenant Blackwell depoſed, that on the 
day aforeſaid, he marched under Capt. Kelſon in 
the trained bands, who having notice of the defign 
of the priſoners, and others, to make a proceſſion, 
as before-mentioned, commanded him to march 
with the greateſt expedition and overtake them. 


But coming to Water-lane, he received infor- 


mation by the mob that they were gone, who 
biſſed at, and drove his men, hollowing for joy 
at their eſcape, and crying out, they are gone, 
they are gone. Mr. Hall bringing them advice 
they might ſtill overtake them, before another 
boat could be ready to carry them off, he pur- 
fued his march to Black-friars ſtairs, and there 
took the priſoners. They all endeavoured to 
excuſe themſelves, ſaying, Ve have done no harm, 
can't we go where we will with our qwn favours ? 
He added, that he had received information that 
the proceſſion was to have conſiſted of 2 or 
300 dreſſed like them, who were to 5 
into St. Sepulcher's church, and afterwards take 
a turn round by all the Mug-houſes, and then 
to St. Bride's church, where Bean was buried 


to commemorate him; which being a moſt in- 
famous contrivance to diſturb the peace of the 


city, and in open defiance of the laws of the 


land, he thought it his duty to give notice of it 
to the Lord Mayor; for which ſervice ſome of 


the 
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the leaders of the party had ſince arreſted him in 


an action of fifty pounds. 

Capt. Kelſon ſwore, that his lieutenant came 
to him and informed him of the proceſſion a day 
or two before; and it being his turn to march 
that day, they went together to the Lord Mayor 
to acquaint him with it, and receive his orders 
to raiſe his company that morning by ſeven 
o'clock ; that Sunday morning; thoſe orders he 
already had, being to meet at four in the after- 
noon ; which accordingly he did, and was upon 
his guard with his company by nine; and ſome 


time after, two conſtables, one of whom was 


Mr. Johnſon, who encouraged the riot in Saliſ- 
bury Court, came to him, and aſked him, why 
he ſuffered ſuch a mob in the ftreets, having 
power and ſufficient inſtructions to ſuppreſs 
them ? Upon which he ordered a detachment to 


aſſiſt the conſtables in the performance of their 


office, according to the directions of the Lord 


Mayor; and alſo his lieutenant with another to 


urſue the priſoners, 

Mr. Robinſon depofed, that being a conſtable, 
he was deſired by Lieutenant Blackwell, the 
Saturday night 4 to accompany him to Sa- 
liſpury Court that Sunday morning; which he 
did, and went with the detachment to Black 
Friars, where he was charged with the priſoners, 


after they had been taken in manner aforeſaid: 
that they ſaid they had done no harm, but had 


choſen the bye-ways to prevent giving offence ; 
and that they paſted thro” hundreds of people, 
who were very rude, violent, and tumultuous. 
The priſoners, Beaver and Eldridge, ſaid in 
their defence, that they were intimately ac- 
quainted with Bean, and were invited to his bu- 
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rial by his mother ; after which, they agreed to 
go with the reſt, who were all invited to church 
in their favours, and other funeral ornaments, 
as was uſual in ſuch caſes, and never thought or 
intended to give offence; and humbly hoped the 
Court would conſider their youth and inexperi- 
ence, and not puniſh that for a crime, that was 
never intended by them to be one. 

The women likewiſe pleaded much to the 
ſame purpoſe, that they were invited to the bu- 
rial; and Stibbs ſaid, ſhe made an excuſe to go 
to ſee her aunt, to her maſter, when ſhe went 
to it, 

Lane faidyſhe was Bean's fellow ſervant, that 
| ſhe lived once in the ſame court with him. 
And they all ſaid, they furniſhed themſelves 
with what ornaments they had, and thought 
they had committed no offence, nor done any 
thing but what was uſual. 

And. all of them owned, that what they had 
done was in reſpect to Bean's memory. 

One of the men ſaid there were but ſeven or - 
eight couple; but the evidence againſt him 
ſwore there were twenty or thirty. Upon 
which he replied, the reſt did not belong to 
them, nor did he know them, but thought they 
might belong to another funeral, which hap- 
pened the ſame morning in St. Bride's Church 
yard. | { 
F Then the Lord Parker ſummed up the evi- 
dence; which the Jury confidering, brought the 
priſoners in guilty of the indictment ; and the 
court laid on them a fine of twenty marks 


a- pięce. 


The 
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The Trial, Confeſſion, and Behaviour of 


Jonx BuxpErr and Thomas Win- 
CHURST, for Murder. 


OHN BURDETT and THOMAS WIN. 
CHURST, were indicted at the Old Bailey, 
January 12, 1717, for an aſſault and murder, 
committed on the body of Robert Faulkner, 
Eſq. on the zoth of December, the former, by 
giving him a mortal wound with a ſword on 
the right ſide of his body, near the right pap, 
of the breadth of half an inch, and” the depth 


of twelve inches, of which he inſtantly died: 


and the latter for an aſſault, and aiding and 
abetting in that murder. | 
They were a ſecond time indicted on the 
Coroner's Inqueſt for the ſame; alſo, a third 
time on the ſtatute of ſtabbing. 
Kelſon, Shaw, and Colſon, three watch- 
men, depoſed, that on the goth of December, 
about eleven o'clock at night, they going to 
enquire for the conſtable, met the priſoners in 
Drury-Lane, in company with one Mr. Moore, 
not yet taken, who ſeemed to be in a very quar- 
relſome humour; and that Mr. Moore ſaid to 
them, what, are you the walking watch? They 
replied, we are the watch. He anſwer'd G---d 
d.—n you, you will dance all day after a gentleman 
to get a pint of drink. One of them replying, 
we aſe nothing of you Sir; he. returned, 62 
d----n you, if you did, I would ſooner give you the 
point of my } in your guts than three half-pence; 


and I would hill a dozen of yeu for that money, or 
words to that effect: upon which Mr. Win- 
| churſt 


- 
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churſt replied, ſo would he too, if he had a fword. 
They thinking them bent upon miſchief (having 
taken notice of ' ſome of them before. for ſuch 
enterprizes) to avoid a fray, turned ay from 
them, going down Colſon's Court to ſeek for 
the conſtable at the Horſhoe-Tavern ; where 
they found a chair ſtanding at the door, and 
the deceaſed coming out of the tavern, and a 
woman with him atm in arm. That the wo- 
man perſuaded the deceaſed to let the watchman 
light him; to which he conſented; ſaying, he 
would give him ſomething when they came to 
the place where they were to go. Whereupon 
the watchman lighted him along. "They met 
the priſoners in Helford's Alley, leaning their 
heads againſt the wall, as if they had been 
vomiting, and that Winchurſt preſently turned 
to the deceaſed and the woman, as did alfo Mr. 
- Burdett; and both of them joſtled the deceaſed 
and woman very rudely, Winchurſt making 
uſe of very bawdy x obſcene language: to 
which the deceaſed made no other return but 
fie! Gentlemen, what do you mean © why are you ſo 
uncivil? why do yen affront me and my wife? 
and ſuch like Janguage: and that without any 
other provocation, Mr. Winchurſt cried out, 
Draw, Burdet, draw, Gd d---n you, Burdet, 
draw, urging him ſo to do. And Mr. Burdet 
not drawing ſo ſoon as he would have him, he 
made two offers to draw Mr. Burdet's ſword ; 
but Burdet having his hand upon the hilt of it, 
would not permit him, but immediately drew it 
himſelf, preſenting the pdint two or three times 
towards the deceaſed; who ſeeing Burdet's 
ſword drawn, alſo drew his ſword, and endei- 
voured to put himſelf in a poiture of defence * 

: WEI 
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well as his then unhappy circumſtances would 
rmit, he being much in liquor. Whereupon 
Burdet retreated two or three yards back, flow-, 
riſhing his ſword, and then advanced with great 
fury, run upon the deceafed, and thruſt him 
quite through the body, bore him down back- 
wards, receiving at the ſame time a wound on 
the right fide of his chin, by the point of the 
deceaſed's ſword, | | 
John Wilſon, drawer, at the horſeſhoe Ta- 
vern, in Drury-lane, depoſed, that Capt. 
Faulkner came thither ſome time before with one 
Mary Lewis, being very much in liquor when. 
he came in, and having had tirree pints of wine, 
they were for going away, and that a coach was 
called, but none coming, they had provided a 
chair, which ſtood ready at the door. That he 
and Mrs. Lewis going away while he had the 
candle and reckoning in his hand, his miſtreſs 
perceiving that the Captain going out, did not 
take the chair that waited for him, but went 
with the woman, ſhe ſent him immediately after 
him, left (as ſhe ſaid) he ſhould come to ſome 
loſs by her. He, with the candle and money 
in his hand, ſtepp'd immediately to the door, and 
aſked the chairmen how it came about they did 
not carry the Captain home ? who replied, they 
did ply him, but he refuſed to take them; 
whereupon he bid them follow immediately, for 
he ſhould be carried by them. He went as faſt 
as he could, they following him, and when they, 
were come near, they perceived Mr. Burdet run 
violently upon the Captain, bearing him down 
backwards and falling upon him, and that they 
took him from off the Captain, taking up the 
Captain alſo, and ſetting 2 up againſt a 
P Wall, 
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wall, he ſtood about the ſpace of a minute, and 
then fell down ; that they opened his breaſt, but 
could not ſee the wound; but carrying him to 


. the tavern ſoon found where it was, and ſent im- 


mediately for a ſurgeon; but before he could 
come he was dead; the priſoners being firſt ap- 
prehended by the watchmen, chairmen, and 


_ himlſelf, 


There were other witneſſes, as Mary Lewis, 


and ſeveral others, who looked out of their 


windows, and ſaw the action, who corroborated 
the aforeſaid depoſitions in many of the material 
circumſtances relating to the fact. 

Johnſon Burdet pleaded in bis defence, that 
he thought the deceaſed's ſword was drawn when 


he drew his; and that he had no malice againſt 


the deceaſed, having never ſeen him in his life. 
Winchurſt pleaded, that they had been drink- 


ing, and were very much in liquor as well as 


the deceaſed; but that the alley was narrow, 


and they might joſtle one another by chance, 


and that they did not ſo deſignedly. He like- 
wiſe inſiſted upon it that he had neither ſword 
nor ſtick, nor had any malice againſt the de- 


ceaſed, he being a ſtranger to him. He pleaded 


likewiſe that he would have prevented the miſ- 
chief, crying out, Seize their fwerds, ſeize their 
fwords, which the watch acknowledged; but at 
the ſame time ſaid, that he did not do fo till he 
ſaw the deceaſed killed; and was the principal 
cauſe of his being killed, in being the firſt be- 


ginner of the fray, and the moſt violent pro- 


moter of this diſaſter. 


As to the plea of not having any malice againſt 


the deceaſed, they wereanſwered by the judge, that 
thoſe perſons who went upon ſuch adventures, 


firſt 
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firſt pick quarrels with peaceable perſons they 
met, and unknown to them too, and afterwards 
kill them, had malice againſt all mankind. 

They called ſome perſons to their reputation, 
but the Jury conſidering the barbarity and inhu- 
manity of the crime, found them both guilty of 
all three indictments; and they received ſentence 
of death. . | | 
While under condemnation, Mr. Burdet gave 
the Ordinary this account: That he was thirty- 
two years of age, born at Sandon, in Eſſex, of 
good and virtuous parents, who gave him a li- 
beral education, and deſigning to bring him up 
to the law, put him to an attorney in London 
but he growing looſe and unruly, foon left his 
maſter, and would not apply himſelf to any 
thing commendable, but followed ill company, 
by which means he grew. worſe ahd worle, 
ſpending nights in rambling abroad, in rioting 
and drunkenneſs, chambering and wantonneſs 
utterly forſaking the good way of religion and. 
virtue he was * up in; not only neglecting 
holy duties, but abandoning himſelf to the com- 
miſſion of the fouleſt crimes, and even upon the 
Lord's Day, and upon ſuch a one he committed 
that which he was to die for: that when he 
came in a calm and ſedate mind to reflect on 
thoſe things, he could not but be ſenſibly grieved, 
and lament his ſinful courfe, praying to God for 
grace and mercy. 

Thomas Winchurſt ſaid he was _ years 
of age, born in Whitecroſs Street in Cripple- 


gate pariſh, that he lived two years with an at- 
torney, but having no inclination to that profeſ- 
hon, he left him, and then betook himſelf to 
the ſame looſe and vicious courſe as his compa- 


panions, 


22 Trial of LAWREN CE HowEIL. 

hions had done. He ſaid he was then ſenſible 
that ſuch wicked actions, together with the 
total neglect of God's ſervice, had not only 
brought him to that ſad end, but put him in 
imminent danger of eternal ruin hereafter ; and 
— 1 begged of God mercy and forgive- 


Being come to the place of execution, they 
deſired the ſpectators to take warning by them, 
and pray for their departing ſouls. | 
They were executed at Tyburn, Feb. 1, 
1717. 2 5 


i 


—  — —— 


—yLB 


The Trial and audacious Behaviour of LAw- 
RENCE HowEL, convicted of a Miſde- 

_ " qneauor, | 
AWRENCE HOWEL was indicted at the 
Old Bailey, July 27, 1717, for a miſde- 
meanor, in publiſhing a ſeditioũs and ſcanda- 
lous libel, the 31ſt of Auguſt before, intituled, 
The Caſe of Schiſm of the Church of Englard, truly 
ated: wherein are contained expreflions deny- 
ing his Majeſty's title to the crown of this 
realm, and aſſerting the Pretender's right to the 
ſame, highly reflecting upon the whole body of 
the Church of England as by law eſtabliſhed, 
Biſhops, inferior Clergy, and Laity, denying 
the validity of their ordination and all their of- 
fices, and repreſenting them all as ſchiſmaticks 
excommunicated zf/o facto, and ſaying, they 
ought to be treated as ſuch; aſſerting, that 
all perſons that went to the parjſh churches, and 


performed 


er publiſhing a-Libel, 23 
performed holy duties with any of them, their 
prayers, ſacraments, and holy duties were all 
ſin; and ſeveral other things of the ſame na- 
ture: and that none are of the Church of Eng- 
land, but Nonjurors; that none were true 
Miniſters, but they that have their ordination 
from true Biſhops, and none were true Biſhops 
but the Pretender's; and ſeveral things of the 
ſame nature. The inſtrument of his ordination 
was made in Court, ſigned Georgius Hickes, un- 
der the denomination of Biſhop of Thetford. 
The Council for the priſoner was Mr. Ket- 
tleby, who indeed did not at all go about to juſ- 
tify any one of the ſeditious and ſcandalous paſ- 
ſages contained in the libel; but only argued 
ſtrenuouſly againſt the libel being found upon 
the priſoner being a publication according to 
law. - | ene ee 
Mr. Roberts and Mr. Bliſſington, two Meſ-" 
ſengers, depoſed, that having received orders ts 
take Mr. Howel into cuſtody, they went to his 
lodgings and ſeized about a thouſand of thoſe 
ſeditious libels, and the manuſeript copy from 
which they were compoſed; and that the pri- 
ſoner tore part of the manuſcript copy in pieces 
before them, but they ſecured ſome part of it, 
which was produced in court, and appeaxed to 
be the original manuſcript" from whichthe libel 
was compoſed. *' 
William. Neaſt depoſed, that the priſoner uſadl 
to attend the preſs, and correct the ſaid libel 
while it was printing; ſo that jt was proved ta 
be a notorious publication according to law; 
whereupon the 1 found him guilty, of the. 
indictment, and he was n the court 
to ſuffer three years impriſonment, to pay 2 
Vol. II. : D fine 
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24 Trial of Joan Fonpkius, 
fine of Hool. and to find lurcties in hi G 


behayiour. Y . 
At the DHR anden Sit. Jane 
er, taking notige, 


„ putting on his hat, &. before the coutt, 
calſd him back to the bar, telling him, that 
whereas he had repreſented "the — &c. as 
Schiſmaticks, they had greater reaſon to account 


11 Ni he behayed himſelf inſolently, 


— ſhould be ſtript of his gown, which he had 

ht to wear, having proved no ordination 
— om Dr. Hickes, under the denominatien 
of the Biſhop of Thetford, which was riot 
owned or known by the law of England; and 
therefore commanded the executioner to ftrip 
him of his canonical habit, in the face of the 
court, which was done accordingly. Aſter 
which he was remanded back to Newgate, and 
having fulfilled his three | years, impriſonment, 


lay 25 the payment of his tine, till July 17a, 
at which time he died, and was buried in the 


Church-yard of St. Andrews, Holbourn, 
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1 be Trial and Behaviour of Joann Tour- 


Ans, convictei of Murder. 


ou TOMPKINS was indicted at the 
Old Baileys February 27, 1717, for the 
urder of Judith Spoonly the 26th of January, 
by giving her a mortal wound with a ſword on, 
the fight ſide of her belly, of the breadth of 
one inch, and the depth of ſeven inches. He 


was 


W3, 349, Pay eee 


was indicted a ſecond time on the Coroners 
inqueſt for the fame; and likewiſe a third time 
on the ſtatute of ſtabbing.” 

The Coachman depoſed, that he having been 

his horſes came into the houſe for ſome- 
thing he wanted, and was told by Elizabeth 
Parrot, that the butler and cook were quarrelling, 
but be ſaid, he did not care to concern him- 
ſelf, and ſo went not in, till he heard the de- 
ceaſed cry out murder; and then running into 
the kitchen, he faw the priſoner putting a fword 
into the ſcabbard, and the maid holding her 
hand upon ber belly, but never ſpoke after- 
wards, | 

Elizabeth Parrot depoſed, that ſhe heard the 
priſoner ſwear at her, and ſay, he would do her 
buſineſs for her: that ſhe went out of an errand, 
and — — in the ſpace of a few minutes, and 
the was d | 

The — depoſed, that when he came, 
the deceaſed was dead, and that he found a 
wound in her belly, which wound was the cauſe 
of her death. 

John Bean, Col. Clayton's ſervant, depoſed, 
that having been -abroad, he came home, and 
met his maſter and lady in the entry, who told 
him knew not what the butler had done 
to the cook, but ſhe was in _ bad condition, 
and that the butler was gone. Whereupon he 
went into the kitchen, and found the deceaſed 
fitting on the ground, ſupported by others; 
that he ſaw no blood; that ſhe had life, but 
could not 2 but moving her to another 
place, they ſome blood, — deing fearched 
by a maid, they found ſhe was woun in the 
belly, He went immediately in ſearch of the 
D 2 priſoner, 


26 Trial of Joann Tomyxins, 
priſoner, and found him at his brother's houſe, 
in Short's Gardens: that the priſoner aſked him 
if the maid was dead? he (to get him to come 
along with him the more eaſily) told him, no; 
he had only given her a ſlight wound in the 
thigh ; whereupon the priſoner came along with: 
him; and enquiring the reaſon of his doing the 
fact, he ſaid, the deceaſed had given him pro- 
voking language. When they came near the 
houſe, the people in the ftreet ſaid the maid was. 
dead; on hearing which he would have g0t 
away, but he ſecured him. i447) #13: con 
_ The priſoner, in his defence, ſaid, ſhe had 
given him very provoking language, and was 
going to throw ſomething at him; that he drew 
the ſword, thinking only to frighten her, in- 
tending only to run it between her arm and 
body,; but ſhe ran upon the ſword,, and forced 
it into her belly. Upon the whole, the Jury 
found him guilty of all three indictments, and he 
received ſentence of death accordinglyh 51 
The account he gave the Ordinary was only 
this: that he was born at Malpas in Cheſhire, 
brought up to no trade, but only was ſervant to 
gentlemen from His youth; he declared himſelf 
to be of the Popiſh 3 and on that account 
declined receiving any inſtructions from the Or- 
dinary, but only confeſſed he had been a com- 
mon ſinner, and was ſorry for it; and particu- 
larly for this murder; which at firſt he did not 
think his paſſion would have cari ĩied him ſo far 
as to commit. But as for any other confeſſion, 
he deſired not to be put upon it, nor to have any 
thing offered to him contrary to his principles; 
for as he had been brought up, and had 1 
3. Seibert! 3097 01 eee 
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tived 4 member of the church of Rome, ſo he 

reſolved to die in that communion. "JB 
He was executed at Tyburn in the 37th year 

of his age, in company with fourteen other ma- 


. 
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The fa of Jon Swerrnonns, for 
 Burglaty, Murder, and Felony. 


OHN' SWEETBONES was indicted at the 
J Old Bailey, Feb, 27s 1717, for breaking the 
houſe of William Trafford, and ſtealing from 
thence one Holland ſhirt, value 5s. a waiſtcoat, 
and a pair of ſtockings, the 8th of April. 

The proſecutor depoſed, that the wall of his 
houſe was broken, and the goods taken away 
that his daughter ſaw him with the ſtockings on 
his legs, and his ſhirt on his back. 

The. conſtable and his affiſtant depoſed, that 
when they apprehended him, he confeſſed the 
waiſtcoat, and promiſed, that, if they would let 
him go, the proſecutor ſhould have his waiſtcoat 
again, and he would never come to Acton more; 
that the waiſtcoat was produced ; after which 
he was very deſperate and miſchievouſly bent, 
attempting to catch up a hedging bill, and then 
a ſmoothing plane, and knocking out the chiſſel, 
ſwore he would ſplit the man down that ſhould. 
come near him, and at laſt made his eſcape out 
at a window, 

He was a ſecond time indicted for an aſſault 
and murder, committed on the body of John 

Iims, near Acton, by giving him one mortal 
wound with a hammer, on the left ſide of his 
= D 3 head, 
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head, of the length of one inch, and the 1155 
of a quarter of an inch, on the 22d of De- 
cember, of which he languiſhed till the 24th, 


Thomas Peacock depoſed,” that about. 
o'clock in the evening, on the 22d” of ' Decem- 
ber, his ſon having been out, ſaid he heard a 
hollowing in the field, upon which he went out 
and heard it, and the hollowing ſtill continued. 
He thought at laſt it muſt be ſomebody in di- 
ſtreſs, and went to get ſome neighbours to go 


with him, but they all refuſing, he did not go; 


but the hollowing ſtill continuing, he was con- 
firmed in his opinion, and obſerving that the 
voice grew weaker and weaker, took a candle 


and lanthorn and pitch fork, and prevailed with 


one to go with him, So, having company, he 
made 'towards the place where the voice was, 
and found Mr. Mims leaning on the ſtile, all 
over of a gore blood; his pockets turned inſide 


-out, his ſhirt out, and ſeemed to have been 
diragged along the ground, where he ſuppoſed 
they, who had left him in that condition, 
thought they left him dead; but he recovering 


himſelf had got to the ſtile. By that time they 
got to him he was ſpent, and they endeavouring 
to lead him home between them, before they 
had got him four yards he fainted; and aſking 
him, who had made him in that condition, he 
had only ftrength to ſay, one, and faid no more; 
they with much difficulty got him home, being 
Saturday night, and on the Monday following 
he died. | 55 2s Greys 

Thomas Ogleſhaw depoſed, that a little be- 
fore five o'clock in the evening he met the de- 
ceaſed about a mile and a half from that place, 


going 
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depoſed | | 
was torn almoſt off, and his hands all bloody: 
they aſked. him how he came to be ſo? he re- 
plied, he had been fighting witk a friend whom 
he leved as dearly as his own brother, in St. 
James's market, They aſked him how he came 
to have two hats? he told them, that he had 
taken his friend's hat and his own too. This 
was likewiſe depoſed by one Mr, Cheeſebrook. 
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going home, and had a hat on when he met 
him; which hat was found in the cuſtody of 


William Barnes, who depoſed; he bought that 


hat the day before Chriſtmas Day, of Elizabeth 


Lewis; ſhe depoſed, that hat was flung down 
into the cellar. of Elizabeth Alloway; who de- 
poſed, that ſhe found it going down into her 


cellar, and that Sweetbones ſaid the hat was his, 


and that he flung it down there out of roguery. 


Mr. Prince and his wife, in St. Giles's, where 
he lodged, depoſed, that the priſoner went away 


on Friday the 21ſt, and ſaid he was going to 


Acton to ſee his mother, and came home about 


eight o'clock- at night on Saturday the 22d. 


lizabeth Lewis depoſed, that when the pri- 


ſoner went away on Friday the 21ſt, he ſaid he 


had no money, and borrowed ſix- pence of her. 


They depoſed. likewiſe, that when he came 
home he aſked Mrs. Prince what he owed her? 
and when ſhe told him, he gave her a guinea to 
change, out of which ſhe; received about ſixteen 


or ſeventeen ſhillings, and then he gave her a 
guinea to lay by for him. He ſaid his mother 
had given him that money, being two out 
of three 91 which was all ſne had. They 


ikewiſe, that the fleeve of his frock 


Mary Beal, grand- daughter to the deceaſed, 
ſwore poſitively that a key which was hn 
rom 
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from the priſoner, and which he &ivited tc 
his, was a key of her gran ne 

cartied in his psck 
e-prifoner, in his Kekemes; Fin 
deb xs Afton that 4 Bi he. id, 
le th 


did not Proddes . 
ous Gghting? be eig, 


Edward Pafles depoſed; e Ax of U O_ 2 
auary he liſted the p = $$ [ey 
hearing Re was like to be che this 
der, he adviſed hint to ge down to hi inch; 
but he anſwered, he had done nothing, auc ad 
not fear. 
"""Afier a Rik he > of Ger ths 
acquitted him, notwithRateding thete was 
ſtrong preſumptive evidence againft Hith,” Bat 
the court not ſeeming pleaſed with their verdict, 
he was the next da oy indicted for robbitg John Fo 
— and —_— him à hat, value 7s. and 
ee Otidhse, the g, ge l 

mas W, r. 
fa the- deceaſed with this Hat upon ary 
4 little before he was murdered ; 1 7 Oni 
er Farnel depoſed, he bought that Hit, 
onday before Chriſtmas-day, of Mrs, Lon, | 
who depoſed; that Elizabeth Alloway brou hc J 


this hat out of her cellar, and ſaid, that 
hat which John Sweetbones, the 2 , 
_ threw down her W. dne wow to C iſtopher 


Farnel. 
Play 


- — 
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Mary Beal, the deceaſed's grand-daughter, 
ſwore — that the key, produced i in court, 
was her grand- father's key. 

John Peacock depoſed, he had tried thiat key, 
and it did open, and appeared to be the key of 
the deceaſed's box, where his nin 95 and uch 
things lay. 

His mother was in court, dot could not ſwear 
ſhe had given him any money, only ſaid, his 
ſiſter told her that ſhe had given it him. 

Upon the whole, he not being able to prove 
any thing he had ſaid, nor ſay any thing but 
what he had ſaid upon the laſt indi ment, the 
Jury found him guilty” of this; and he received 
ſentence of death accordingly. 

John Sweetbones ſaid, he had ſerved an ap- 
prenticeſhip with a butcher at Acton, in Mid- 
dleſex, came up to London about a year before, 
and had wrought at the trade. He at firſt de- 
nied the fact, but afterwards owned it; but 
when he was juſt going to = rr off, he de- 
nied it again. 

He was executed at Tyburn i in the 20th year 
of his age, in company with'John Tompkins and 

others, Starch 20, 1717. 


* * 
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AMES SHEPPARD - Was indited : at the O18 
Bailey, March 6, 1917, for High Treaſon, 
, 2 ning and compaſſing the death of his ſa- 

nuns King George the Fiſt, — + Tho | 
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The proſecution was managed by Sir Edvard 
Northey, Attorney General, Serjeant Ghefture, 
Mr. Reeves and Mr. Nortley, Council for the 
King; who having opened the cauſe, acquainted 
the Court with the reaſons for the proſecution-of 
the priſoner, and ſupported the charge with the 
following evidences. g 
.. Martha Male, ſervant to Mr. Leal, depoſed 
that the priſoner came on Friday the 24th of 
January, to her maſter's houſe, enquiring if her 
waſter was within ? ſhe anſwered, no. here- 
upon he gave her a letter, which ſhe carried in, 
and delivered to Mrs. Leak, her maſter's 
daughter, who reading the ſuperſcription-found. 
it directed to the Rey, Mr. Heath, and there- 
upon faid it was not for her father : however, 
laying the letter by till her maſter came home, 
it was giyen to him; and he ſeeing the ſuper- 
ſcription, ſaid -it was not for him ; upon which 
ſhe telling him it was left by the priſoner to be 
delivered to him, he opened it, and-read it to 
himſelf, telling them it was a villainous letter, 
and read it to her young miſtreſs and to her, and 
faying it was not fit to be kept, and threw it in- 
to the fire, and afterwards went up into his 
ſtudy; but ſome little time after came down 
again, ſaying, he would go and acquaint Sir 
John Fryer with it, which he did, And added, 
that ſhe afterwards hearing the letter read at the 
Lord Sunderland's office, which the priſoner 
wrote before Sir Fohn Fryer, ſhe did believe it 
was the ſame that her maſter read to her and 
urnt. 4 1 
. Mrs. Mary Leak depoſed much to the ſame 
purpoſe, confirming all that Martha Wale hid 
ſaid ; and being atked, if ſhe remembered — 
* | | conten 
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contents-df the letter that her father had read to 
her and the: maid, and burnt, anfwered, that the 


contents Were concerning — e King, 


and ſhe did believe it was much the Lame as that 
which the priſoner afterwards wrote before Six 


John . | 

Mr. Jahn Leak depoſed, that on Friday the 
24th of January at night, he ' having been 
abroad, when he came home a letter was given 
bim by his maid, which was ſuperfcribed, For the 
Reverend Mr. Heath; that ſeeing, the ſuper- 
ſcription, he doubted of its being for him; but 
was told by the maid it was left for him ; that 
then he conſidering alfo, that there was no ſuch 
perſon as Mr. Heath a Clergyman in that neigh- 
bourhood, opened the letter, and having — it 
to himſelf, told his maid and daughter it was a 
wicked and villainous letter, and afterwards read 
it to them, and in abhorrence of ſuch a villainous 
deſign, threw it into the fire and burnt it: that 
then he went up into his ſtudy, and there con- 
ſidering on the matter, and ſuſpecting ſome ma- 
licious perſon had ſent it, with a deſign, to get 
his houſe afterwards ſearched, and finding it to 
fix an odium on him, he thought it adviſeable to 
acquaint the Alderman of the ward with the 
matter; which he did the next morning: that 
then going to Sir John Fryer, he told him the 
_g who brought the letter ought to have 

n ſeized z to which he replied, that he re- 
membered the perſon who left the letter ſignified 
he would come again on the Monday following: 
vir John thereupon ordered him, if he came, to 
get a conſtable and ſecure kim; and that the 
priſoner coming to him on the Monday follow-. 


ing, he aſked If his name was TJaines 3 
an 
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and if he left a, letter. for him, the Friday be- 
fore? To which he anſwered, 5er: that then he 
ſent for a conſtable, and * him before Sir 
Fohn Fryer ; where he being examined, owned 
the bringing of the letter, and alſo wrote a cop 
of the letter, which did very much agree wi 
the letter which had been left fer _ and which 
he had burnt. . 

Sir John Fryer el chat on geben 
morning the 25th of January, Mr. Leak came 
3 him, and acquainted him, there had been a 

ry wicked 8 treaſonable letter ſent to him, 
telllag him the contents of it in a ſort of agony; 
that he aſked him if he knew the: perſon who 
ſent it? To which he replied, no; hut he remem- 
bered the perſon ſignified he would come again 
on Monday ; -and that thereupon he gaye him or- 
ders, if he did come, to ſecure him, and 
him before the Lord Mayor, or.ſome other Juſ- 
| tice of the Peace; and accordingly he being, on 
Monday, with. ſome gentlemen at the Fountain 
Tavern in Stocks- market, his man came to him 
and told him, that Mr. Leak, a conſtable, and 
the priſoner, wanted to ſpeak with him : that he 
ordered his man to get a room below ſtairs, and 
deſiring Mr. John Nichol and Mr, Henry Lang- 
ley, who were in his company, td go with him; 
he examined the priſener, aſked him if his name 
Was James Sheppard, and if he had delivered . 
letter to Mr. Lea#s maid the Friday before, di- 
rected for the Rev. Mr. Heath? To which he 
replied, his name was James Sheppard, and he 
had delivered ſuch a letter; that then he aſked 
the priſoner if he had a copy of that letter? To 
which he anſwered, he had no copy ob it about 
him ; but that if he had pen, ink, and paper, = 
CO 
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eould ſoon write a copy of it, having it in his 
memory : that then he ordered pen, ink, and 
paper to be brought, and the priſoner ſat down 
in the room, and having written the letter, 
brought it to him, but had not put his name to 
it; which he did with a great deal of readineſs, 
and afterwards read it with much preſence of 
mind and chearfulneſs of temper, telling him, he 
believed that to be a true copy of the letter he 
had left at Mr. Lea#'s houſe the Friday before, 
and that if it differed at all, it was but in ſome 
very few words : this being produced in Court, 
was read, and is as fottows : 


SIR, 
FRE O M the many diſcontents vifble throughout 


the kingdom, I infer, that if the Prince nxw 
reigning could be by death removed, our King being 
here might be ſettled on the throne twithsut much lijs 
of blood. for the more ready efecting of this, I pro- 


Poſe, that if any Gentleman will pay for paſſage into 


Italy; and if our friends will entruſt one jo young 
with letters of invitation to his Majefly, I wil, an 
his arrival, {mite the uſurper in his palace. In this 
confufion, if ſufficient forces may be raiſed, his la- 
jeſiy may appear; if not, he may retreat, or conceal 
himſelf till a fitter opportunity. Neithcr is it pre- 
ſumptuous to hope that this may b F we cenſi- 
der how eaſy it is ts cut the thread of human lije ; 
what great confuſion the death of a Prince ccc. 
in the moſt peaceful nation, and how mutinzus the 
people are, bow deſirous of a change. But we will 
ſuppoſe the worſt, that I am ſeized, and by torture 
examined, Now, that this may endanzer none but 


myſelf, it will be e that the goutleina 1 who 


VorL. II. «.efrays 
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defrays. my expences to Italy, leave England before 
4 e that I be ignorant. of Fi Mas 
abode ; that I lodge with fome Whig; that you ab- 
ſcond, and that this be communicated to none. But 
be the event as it will, I can expect nothing leſs than 
@ moſt cruel death; which that I may the better fuß- 
port, it will be requiſite, that from my arrival to 
the attempt, I every day receive the Holy Sacrament 
from one who ſhall be ignorant of the 115 1. TY 
JAMES SHEPPARD. 


Sir John Fryer ailded that he having read the 
letter, afked him if that was a true copy of it 
left by him for Mr. Leak ; to which he anſwered' 
again, it was, to the beſt of his memory. That 
thereupon he ſent for ſome officers from the 
Compter, and committed him there, and after- 
wards went with Mr. Leak, his daughter, 

maid, Mr. Nichols and Mr. Langley, to Lord: 
Sunderland's office, where the copy of the let- 
ter he had ſo written was read to him, which 
he owned with the greateſt unconcern imagin- 18 
able. 2 gl 
Mr. John Nichols confirmed what Sir John 
Fryer had depoſed, as to the writing the copy 
of the letter, and his being examined before 
Sir John Fryer; adding, that Sir John aſking. 
him his name, place of abode, age, &c. and' 
whether he carried the letter, if that which he 
wrote was a copy, to Mr, Leak ? he replied, 
his name was James Sheppard; that he lived 
with a Coach-painter in Devonſnire- ſtreet; that 
he was under eighteen years of age; that the 
jetter was ſuperſcribed for Mr. Heath, but was 
deſigned for Mr. Leak: that the priſoner being 
aſked whom he meant by the King ? he an- 
| ſwered 


Por High Treaſon. = 
fwered, the ſame ' perſon whom you call the 
Pretender; and. alſo whom he meant by the 
" ufurper ? he replied, the perſon whom you call 
King George; and that the priſoner all the 
while was as much compoſed as he had ever ſeen 
any perſon in his life: and that after Sir John 
"Fryer had examined the priſoner and ſent him 
'to the Compter, Sir John deſired him (this wit- 
neſs) to go to his maſter, and ſee what books 
or papers he had, which he did, and the pri- 
ſoner's "maſter ſaid, that his other ſervant was 
not within, and he did not know which be- 
longed to the one, and which to the other ; and 
thereupon order was given to his maſter that no- 
thing of the priſoner's ſhould be removed till 
farther orders. 
' Henry Langley likewiſe confirmed what Sir 
John Fryer and Mr. Nichols had depoſed ; add- 
ing, that upon this expreſſion in writting, but ws 
coll fuppoſe the worſt, that I am by torture examined; 
being aſked whether he had ſo well weighed the 
matter'as to undergo ſuch torture for the ſake of 
the Pretender? he replied, he had well weighed 
the matter, and would undergo it : and that he 
was afterwards prefent with the priſoner at the 
' Secretary's office, where he was examined by 
Mr. de la Fay, where he anſwered to whatever 
was aſked him with a great deal of un- 
concernedneſs and reſolution: that Mr. De la 
bs 2 1 him read over the copy of the letter lie 
- had written before Sir John Fryer, and bid him 
conſider it well, if it were right, that no falſe 
conſtruction might be put upon any of his 
words; that he did read it to himſelf, and after- 
award aloud, and owned it was his writing, and 
it was'a'true copy, e as could be, of what 
| 2 he 
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| he had written in the letter delivered to Mr. 
| Leak's ſervant. | Sas Cx 
Mr. Waſe, Mr. Nightingale, and Mr. Ran- 
dal depoſed, that they being ſent to the pri- 
ſoner's maſter's houſe were ſhewn the priſoner's 
trunk, where among ſome papers, was found 
one which was produced in Court and read, and 
did appear to have been the draught of a letter 
that the priſoner had delivered to Mr. Leak's 
maid, and differed very little in words from the 
copy that he had written before Sir John Fryer, 
ſceing that at the latter end were the expreſſions: 
EH meritorious an act will it be to fo theſe nati- 
o from an uſurpation they have lain under theſe 
nine and twenty years ! and that he thought it 
might be requiſite that while his majeſty (mean- 
ing the pretender) ſhould be abſent from Avig- 
nun, {ere perſon ſhould be found, reſembling him, 
that jhculd perſenate him there, let the rumour of 
his doparture frem Avignon ſhould awaken this in- 
geifeirve aud ſuſpicions court. 
Mr. De lay Fay depoſed, that when the pri- 
foner was brought to Lord Sunderland's office, 
he acknowledged that the copy written before 
Sir John Fryer, and alſo the paper found in his 
trunk, and upon his trial, produced and read in 
Court, were his own hand writing; and that 
| being bid to read them and conſider them well, 
that before he owned them he might be fure 
that there was nothing in them but what he 
would own, the priſoner did fo, and owned 
every thing in them, and that during the whole 
time he was there, he perceived no uncompoſed- 
neſs in his countenance, ſeemed under no diſ- 
turbance of mind, and anſwered to every thing 
pertinently that was aſked him: all weep 8 
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confirmed 'by Mr. Burroughs and Mr. Wood- 
ward; and Mr. De la Fay ſaid likewiſe, that 
(being examined) he acknowledged to this ef- 
fect: that he was the ſon of Thomas and Mary 
Sheppard, of the pariſh of St. Mary Overy's, in 
Southwark, by trade a Glover; that his father 
dying when he was about five years of age, he 
was removed down to Abbot Langley in Hert- 
ſordſhire, went to ſchool to one IC. flown was 
afterwards removed from thence, and put to 
ſchool by Dr. Hinchman his uncle by the mo- 
ther's ſide, at Mitcham in Surry, and afterwards 
ſent down to Saliſbury, and went to ſchool to 
Mr. Holes there, continuing about three years, 


and was afterwards put apprentince to Mr. Scott 
by his uncle Dr. Hinchman ; that while he was 


at Saliſbury he had imbibed the principles he 
then acted upon, by converſation with his fel- 
low-{cholars, who in the time of the rebellion 
in the North, wiſhed that the Pretender might 
have ſuceeſs; and that he was confirmed in his 
opinion by reading ſome pamphlets he ſaw lying 
on ſome Bookſeller's ſtalls and particularly by 
one entituled, A Vindication of the Biſhop of Exe- 
ter; and eſpecially from the improvement of the 
words of St. Paul, That perſons onght to be obedi- 
ent to the powers that are ſet ever them, although 
they are tyrannical. He owned that he did carry 
a letter and delivered it to Mr. Leak's maid, of 
which the copy he wrote before Sir John Fryer, 
and produced in Court, was a true copy as near 
as could be; and that the paper found in his trunk 
was his own hand writing. That he never 
had any acquaintance with Mr. Leak, or know- 


| ledge of him, any other way than that he was a 
nonjurer; that though he had ſuperſcribed it for 


E 3 the 
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Reverend Mr. Heath, it was only by miſtaking 

his name, and that he intended it for him: that 
he had three years ago reſolved upon the defign 
to aſſaſſinate the King, and determined to put it 
in execution when opportunity offered. This 
he owned and ſigned with his own hand, it 
having been read diſtinctly to him, and read 
over by himſelf, and confeſſed it was all true 
except the word King, (meaning King George) 
to which he objected, ſaying, he had never 
owned nor called him King in bis life. This 
examination was produced in Court, and read, 
ſigned by the priſoner, and atteſted by ſeveral 
perſons. There was alſo another examination 
taken at the Lord Sunderland's office, by Mr. 
De la Fay at another time; wherein the pti- 


foner confeſſed as before, and infiſted on juſtify- 
ing the deſign: which he alſo ſigned with his 


own hand, and was produced in Court, and 
read, and atteſted by ſeveral witneſſes. 5 
Theſe depoſitions being given by the evidence 
for, the-King, the priſoner was called upon by 
the Court, to make his defence, upon which he 
| anſwered, that he acknowledged the truth of 
what had been depoſed againſt him; ſaying that 
he meant it, that he intended it, and did not 
think there was any harm in it, or any guilt in 
the fact, if committed. 3 
The priſoner declining to make any further 
defence, was called upon by the Court to know 
if he would call any witneſſes: to which he an- 
ſwered, 70. 25 
The Judge then proceeded to give the charge 
to the Jury, obſerving to them the heinouſneſs 
of the crime of murder, and eſpecially by aſſaſ- 
ſinatinz; a crime rarely known in England, 
, though 


Pd 
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though indeed common in that country from 
whence ſuch perſons would fetch the perſon 
they call their king; a crime heinous in its own 
nature, but aggravated to the higheſt degree, 
being againſt the life of ſo excellent a Prince as 
King — under whom we enjoy our reli- 
on, liberties, &c. Nn 63 et 
When the Court were beginning to ſum up 
the evidence, one of the Jury ſtood up and 
begged the favour of the Court, that it might be 
explained and made out to him, by which of 
his actions, and how many there were that made 
the priſoner. guilty of an overt- act? and was 
anſwered, that an overt-act of treaſon meant, 
when there was ſomething more down than 
words barely ſpoken : and the words ſpoken 
would not amount to High Treaſon, yet thoſe 
words committed to writing by the perſon with 
a traiterous intent, Was an overt- act, and was 
High Treaſon: and that this was the opinion of 
perſons learned in the law, as Judge Hales, 
Coke, &c. And that the priſoner had by as 
full and methodical evidence as could be given, 
been proved guilty of High Treaſon; that his 
writing thoſe letters were overt- acts, that his 
carrying the letter to Mr. Leak was an overt- 
act, . eſpecially, 1ſt. As the import and deſign 
of that letter was to excite and ſtir up perſons 
to bring in the pretender,, 2dly, "T hat he him- 
ſelf did undertake to kill the King. 3dly, That 
he did endeavour the procuring of forces to be 
ready at giving the fatal blow, which were evi- 
dent proofs of High Treaſon. | 
With which anſwer: the gentlemen of the 
Jury being ſatisfied, they went out, and after a 
very ſhort ſtay, found the priſoner 1 "F 
; | i-h 
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High Treaſon. And he being aſked, as is uſual, 
before receiving ſentence, What he had to ſay 
why judgment fhould not.pafs' upon him accord- 
ing to law; replied, he could not hope for mercy 
.from'a Prinze he would not own. 
The Recorder, before he pronounced ſentence, 
ſpoke to the effect following: \ 
James Sheppard, you are convicted according 
to law, of the greateſt of offences againſt hu- 
man authority, High "Treaſon, in compaſſing 
and imagining the death of the King. Your 
intent was to kill, to murder, and baſely aſſaſ- 
ſinate his Majefty King George, in order to 
place a popiſh pretender on his throne. It is 
.very ſurpriſing, that one ſo young in years ſhould 
attempt ſo wicked an enterprize ; and it is ſtil 
more amazing that you ſhould thus defend and 
juſtify it, and not only think there is no harm in 
it, but that the action, if committed, would 
have been meritorious. 8 
It was reaſonable to think you had received 
theſe impreflions, which incited you to this un- 
dertaking, from fome of thoſe falſe' and malici- 
ous libels which have been induſtriouſly diſperſed 
to delude unwary readers, and to alienate the 
minds of his Majeſty's ſubje&s ; and it appear 
to be ſo from your own confeſſion, that you had 
imbibed your principles from ſermons and 
. pamphlets, which makes you think King George 
| — uſurper, and the pretender your lawful 
King. | | | 
Confider, unhappy young man, whether you 
— not be in an error; and what I now fn 
geſt to you is not to reproach you, or to aggrs 
vate your crime, but proceeds from compaſſion, 
and with a regard for your farther ing 
before 
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before you go out of the world, that you may 
be convinced of your error and. retract it. 

The notions you entertain are contrary to the 
ſenſe of the nation; who found, by experience, 
that their religion, their laws and liberties were 
in imminent danger, from a popiſh prince, and 


therefore wy reſcued themſelves from that dan- 


ger, and excluded papiſts for the future from the 
crown ; and ſettled it only on his Majeſty and 
his heirs, being Proteſtants ; which has been 
confirmed by many parliaments, and the nation 


feel the good effects of ſo happy an eſtabliſh- 


ment, | | 
It ſeems ſtrange, that you ſhould hint at a 
paſſage in St. Paul for your juſtification, If he 
exhorted the Chriſtians to fubmit to the Roman 
Emperors, even though they ſhould be tyrants, 
how came it that you, a private youth, ſhould 
nat only judge of the title of Kings, in oppoſi- 
tion to the ſenſe of ſo many parliaments; but 
that you ſhould think -yourſehi authorized to 
murder a Prince in pzaceable poſſeſſion of the 
throne, and by whom ſubjects are protected in 
the enjoyments of all their rights and privileges, 
and of every thing that is dear and valuable to 
mankind ? ay 5 
You mention in your papers, as if you muſt 
expect the moſt cruel tortures. No, unfortu- 
nate youth, the King you refuſe to own, uſes 
no cruel tortures to his ſubjects. He is King-ac- 
cording to the laws of the land, and by them 
he governs, And as you have trangreſſed thoſe 


. laws in the higheſt degree, the public juſtice re- 


quires that you ſhould ſubmit, to the ſentence or- 
dained for ſuch an offender---Here the uſual ſen- 
tence againſt traytors was pronounced upon him. 


The 
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The Ordinary's account of him is as follows: 
That he was under 18 years of age, born in 
the pariſh of St. Saviour, Southwark: that when 
very young, his father dying, he was left to the 
care of an uncle of his, who provided for his 
education, and put him to a Latin ſchool at 
- Salifbury, where he was about three years, and 
: afterwards came up to London, and was bound 
. + apprentice to a Coach - painter in this city, with 
whom he had lived about fourteen months, when 
: apprehended. As to the horrid crime he ſtood 
condemned for, he ſaid, that by the reading of 
certain ſermons, and other books, he had-learnt, 
"that he, whom we call our King, had no-right 
to the crown of England, and that he was fully 
' perſuaded the killing of him would be a good 
and commendable thing; and from that time 
_ © (which was about three years before) he had a 
- mighty impulſe upon his heart, that he muſt be 
the perſon that ſhould do the deed, namely, 
aſſaſſinate King George I. in his own palace, 
and by this means make way for the Right Heir, 
'as he called the Pretender. When he had thus 
declared his deteſtable intention to me, and 
withal added, that he verily believed it was 2 
motion that came from God to his ſoul, I told 
him, that as ſuch an intent was the moſt 
wicked and horrid thought that ever could 
"© enter into the heart of man,.ſo (conſidering 
the nature of it) he ſhould have concluded it 
rather to be, as it it really was, an impulſe or 
'© ſuggeſtion from the devil, who had ſeduced i 
him, and led him to this unparallel'd wicked - o 
neſs; for no other end or purpoſe than to h 
bring general calamity upon this ' proteſtant ¶ h 
nation, and deſtruction upon his own ſoul in b. 
3 | particular: 
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particular: that if he had taken the pains: to 
© weigh the matter well, he would have diſ- 
covered it was ſo, and have underſtood, that 
© the law implanted by nature in every man's 
© heart, the moral law, and the divine law (re- 

© vealed in =_ Scripture) expreſly forbid mur- 
der in general, much more ſuch (particularly) 
© as that he would have committed, which ſpeaks 
© horror to humane nature, as being a crime of 
© the greateſt magnitude, and by all laws, and 
© the ſenſe of all civilized nations, punifhable in 
the moſt exemplary manner, whereof he might 
© be now convinced, if he would ſubmit himſelf, 
to be directed by the word of God, who (in. 
the fixth commandment) expreſly ſays, T 

falt do no Murder; a command preſſed {till . 
more upon us chriſtians by our bleſſed Saviour 
in his goſpel, Which makes it appear, that 
though the Prince he would have murdered in , 
that treacherous manner, were but a private 
* perſon, yet the thought of killing him, would 
ir, have been a heinous crime. Many arguments 
us I uſed with him, in order to convince: him, 
nd I if poſſible, of his damnable error, and un- 
5 2 deceive his poor deluded foul; but he would 
od not hearken to any. I told him, that as he 

oft had (fince this inhuman thought came into his 

uld mind) a long time, fo he had leiſure and op- 
ing portunity to conſider the heinous nature, and 
dun the diſmal conſequences of it, and alſo might 
ot have apprehended that by it he would become 
ced his own murderer, a crime that ſcarce admits 

ed- of hope for pardon; and upon that he ſhould . 
to have pray'd for grace, to the end he might 
have ſuch wicked cogitations removed from 
his heart. To all which he reply'd, that he 


did 
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© did pray, and that by how much he prayed, 
© by ſo much the more he was encouraged and 
* confirmed in the lawfulneſs of his defign, 


Then ſaid I to him, your prayers, I ſuppoſe, | 


© were not, that God would be pleaſed to in- 
form your judgment better; but probably you 
* prayed for ſucceſs in your deſigned blood 
| * enterprize: but now, that you fee yourſelf 
_ * diſappointed in it, and not only ſo, but muſt 
* ſhamefully loſe your life for it, I hope you 
may be ſatisfied, that God did not approve of; 
dit, and had not ſent you upon ſuch an errand; 
* for if he had, he would have proſpered it, and; 
you would not have periſhed in the attempt; 
the thing would not, as it has, miſcarried in 
* your hand: which ill ſucceſs that you. have 
6 had therein, one would think, would be a con- 
© vincing argument to you, that ſuch an un- 
heard of contrivance was wicked and abomi- 
* nable to the higheſt degree: and I would have; 
you take it to heart, and duly conſider it; and 
4 ſer reaſon and religion here be admitted, that 
© by the true uſe of them you may perceive, 
and be convinced, and repent of your unparal- 
© Jel'd error and loud- crying fin, have your 
© heart melted and purified, and cry out with 
© thoſe penitents mentioned in the ſcripture, 
I have ſinned, and what ſhall I do to thee, O thau 
6 preſerver of men, and Fudge of the whale world? 
hat ſtall I de to be ſaved? Have mercy up 
© me, O Lord, after thy great goodneſs, &c.” 
T he place where 1 was ſomeimes diſcourſing 
With him (viz. at the hatch-door that leads to 
the dungeon or condemned hold in the lodge] 
being very noiſy and incommodious, by realgdi 
of people's crowding to hear what I ſaid to hi |; 
an 
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and he to me, prevented me from working 
much good on him there, and therefore wiſhed 
he would give me an opportunity of ſpeaking 
with him in private; but he would not conſent 
to it, ſaying, he dur/? not truſt himſelf with me. 
* Why, fail I, am I ſuch a monſter, or a man 
6 ſo dreadful ? No, replied he, but I am afraid 
F your arguments: I am not a ſcholar good enough 
© to anſwer you. Very well, ſaid I, if you have 
not ſo much underſtanding as I, Why will 
© you not take advice, and that too in a matter 
© of ſo great moment, and in which it infinitely 
concerns you to be rightly informed? I will 
not puzzle you with ſuch arguments as may 
be beyond your capacity to underſtand; there 
*1s no need of that; but only I would endea- 
© your to make you ſenſible, that the thing you 
* were contriving, being moſt baſe and abom- 
© inable, could by no means proceed from Go]. 
* who hates wickedneſs, but from the great ſedu- 
* cer and enemy of mankind, who (as the apollo 
* tells us) works mightily in the children of di- 
* obedience, deceiving their hearts, and raifing 
© in them all manner of inordinate 2 an. 
* evil concupiſcence, &c. for which things ſake 
* cometh the wrath of God upon them; and, that 
© (as I had obſerved to him before) he would 
* not have met with ſuch a diſappointment in 
* his purpoſe, if God (as he aſſerted) had given 
* him a commiſſion, and commanded him to 
go about ſuch a thing.“ To this he anſwered, 
* that his being thus diſappointed did not pro- 
*cced from the illegality of the fact, but from 
* ſome fins (which he would not tell) he had 
* otherwiſe committed,” I told him this was 
the fin chiefly that had brought him under 
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God's wrath and indignation, ' and to this 
ſhameful and untimely death in this world; 
which he ought te take care might not be fol- 
lowed by an eternal puniſhment in the next, 
And here going on, I aſked him theſe plain 
queſtions: Did you never reflect upon the 
© heinouſneſs of that fact you would have com- 
© mitted? Had you no dread, no horror upon 
© you? Did you feel no remorle, no throws of 


© No, ſaid he, but on the contrary, I was very 
© well pleaſed all along, and very eaſy in my 
mind.“ Then (replied I to him) you muſt 
be ſtupified and hardened in fin to the extreameſt 
degree: the Lord have mercy on you, and give 


you a fight of your dangerous ſtate, and take 


you out of it. Then I adviſed him to examine 
himſelf, as upon the whole, fo in this par- 
ticular eſpecially, viz. whether Pride (which 1s ( 
the {in of the devil) had not a greater fhare in i « 
that his diabolical device; and, whether he did t 
not mightily pleaſe hin ſelf in this thought, r 
that hercaſter he ſhould b: admired by ſome, i © 
who would praiſe him, and extol his courage 
to the ſky, fer having done That which no 
other durft attempt but him; for doubtleſs that 
mult be his ambition and ſelf conceit, mixt 
with an cvil diſpoſition and other bad qualities 
in him? To which he anſwered, It was not 
* ſo, but only the ſenie of his duty to His King 
© prompted him to it: and, that though himſelf 
© had not, yet he knew another who would 
© have done it, if he had lived; but he died a 


ſoiry for. Who that execrable perſon was, 
and M hether he knew any other of this dev'ifh 
f tempel, 


for High Treaſon, 49 
temper, he would not, and faid he ſhould not 
ever tell; but of ſuch, if ſuch monſters there be 
in the world, I muſt and will fay this, and 
heartily wiſh it. Except they repent, let them all 
likewiſe periſh. Some time after this I had 
another diſcourſe with that unhappy aſſaſſine 
and obdurate ſinner, who may be ſaid to be 
another * James Clement, a ſecond John Chaſt- 
el, a Ravillac, a blind devouted agent in the 
devil's cauſe, moſt tenacious of his pernicious 
principles, which were ſo fixed upon him, that 
I (and J believe ſome others that ſaw him) found 
it next to impoſſible, by what man could do, to 
remove them from him; who had a prejudice 
againſt all Orthodox divines, and 'tis pity any 
other were ſuffered to come to him and confirm 
him in his evil diſpoſition, | 
Things being ſo, and he in that deſperate 
cafe, all I could do was to pray, as I did, that 
God would vouchſafe to take pity on him; to 
enlighten his dark mind, and purify his affec- 
tions by his holy ſpirit; to deliver him from this 
miſerable ſtate of error and fin; to reſcue him 
out of the ſnares, and from under the tyranny 
and ſlavery of ſatan, and admit him into the 
glorious liberty of his bleſſed children. Thus I 
went on with hun, uſing all poſſible endeavours 
to mollify his ſtony heart, and bring it into a 
better frame. And to ſhew him that this ſtrange 
opinion he had raſhly and inconſiderately eſpouſ- 
ed, was not the opinion of all the Nonjurors, 
I inſtanc'd in the worthy perſon to whom he 
apply'd himſelf for his furtherance in this bloody 
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act, who was fo far from complying with it, 
that he looked upon it as an horrible and de- 
teſtable thing; and ſo thought himſelf obliged 
in conſcience to put a ſtop to it, by diſcovering 
it, and bringing him (the wretched author of 
it) to juſtice. And now, ſaid I, why ſhould you, 
a young man as you are, who have not that 
experience in things (eſpecially thoſe relating to 
public government) which they of a longer 
ſanding in the world, and larger capacities 
than youſelf, may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 
have? why ſhould ſuch a one as you think him- 
felf more knowing and more religious than 
other men; to excel in goodneſs and wiſdom 
even thoſe you have reaſon to think well of? 
why ſhould you be ſo ſelf-conceited and fo pre- 
tumptuous, as to fancy that what you thought 
to be wrong, might and ſhould be rectified b 
you, and you ſhould put your life upon it 
ow could you be ſatisfied with the rectitude 
of thoſe thoughts of yours that were ſo ſtrange, 
and ſo monſtrous? to theſe queſtions he gave 
me this ſhort anſwer: J am ſatisfied I was 
in the right; adding, that he had not altered 
© his mind in the matter, nor ever would alter 
© it; and that, if it were in his power, he would 
* ſtil] kill him whom we own for our King, or 
* any friends of his,” Would you, faid I; but, 
God be praiſed, your hands are tied; the Lord 
convert your heart, And, continued I, would 
you have killed the late Queen? To this he 
replied, © I had not theſe thoughts when ſhe 
© was alive; but if ſhe were fo now, I would 
© kill her,” Which expreſſion he repeated two 
or three times, to the amazement of all that 
beard him: but when he ſaw the people _ 


hed 4 bY 
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him (among whom I believe were ſome of his 
friends) were ſtrangely ſurprized, and ſeized 
with horror at ſuch an expreſſion, he ſaid, per- 
© haps I would not have done it, becauſe ſhe 
* was a woman, who governed not herſelf, but 
others did it for her.” Then, faid I to him, 
look you to it; there is another life after this, 
in which you muſt account for all your faults: 
s there is, a lake of brimſtone, a worm that 
dies not, and a fire which ſhall never be 
© quenched.* There are intollerable torments 
for all regicides, and all murderers and other 


« finners, that carry the guilt of their ſins un- 
repented of into another world. And therefore 


I muſt plainly tell you, that will be your diſmal 
portion there for ever, unleſs you truly repent 


there in time, 


I found ſomebody had been tampering with, 
and hardening him in his wicked principles, 
which I thought before were peculiar to him- 
ſelf, and that none was fo blind and fo in- 
humane, as to be altogether of his ſentiments g 
for one morning, hearing he was in a private 
room, and a Clergyman with him, I defired 
to go and ſee him; which at fifft was denied 
me, but afterwards granted, though not with- 


out ſome diiculty; and ſeeing two men with 


the priſoner, I firſt addreſſed myſelf to one of 
them, who was in the habit of a divine of the 
Church of England. Of whom I aſked, how 
he found this poor unhappy young man? and, 
whether he repented ? he anſwered, that he 
found him in a very good ſtate: to which ] (aid, 
I rejoice at it, and blefs God for it. And then 


turning to the young man himſelf, T faid to 


bim, now you muſt give glory to God, and- 
\ 25-9 acknowledge 
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acknowledge your faults; that eſpecially 


ot 
which you lie under this ſad condemnation, 
Hold there (cried out the Prieſt, or Jeſuit, or 
wolf in ſheep's cloathing) 1 am his father- con 
feſſor, and he and I are of the ſame communion, 
and you are not. What! replied I to him, 
are you of that communion which holds it laws 
ful for men to murder Princes for equity, in'a 
moſt treacherous and execrable manner? I 
wonder you are not aſhamed on't. Then he 
went on ſaying, J am in communion with him, 
© and what is fit to be ſaid to him, he fhall re- 
$.ceive from me, and none but me, who am 
his proper confeflor; and he ſhall give you 
no account of himſelf, - nor any anſwer to 
the queſtions you ſhall aſk him.“ Strange in- 
deed ! may not I, the Miniſter and Ordinary of 
this place, have as much liberty to afk queſtions. 
of a priſoner here, as you pretend to have? 
methinks you are very rude and unmannerly. 
I will aſk him, and did again, whether or no 
be ſtill perſiſted in this opinion, that it was law- 
ful for him to murder the King, or any one 
elſe? pray ſpeak your mind freely, ſaid I: but 
he anſwered nothing. Then, turning to that 
pretended confeſſor or director of his ſoul, I 
faid to him, this ſilence is the effect of your 
bidding him not anſwer me in any thing; but I 
will take the liberty to afk you yourſelf a queſ- 
tion or two: do you think him in a good ſtate to 
entertain ſuch a wicked traiterous imagination 
as that of killing King George I? Do you 
not think he ought to repent of it? theſe were 
queſtions I ſucceſſively put to him; who, in- 
ftead of giving me a diſtin anſwer to each of 
them, as he ſhould have done, was por: 

only 
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only to afford mo theſe few. words; I haue 
nthing ta ſay to yo. But replied I, I have ſomes 
thing more to ſay to you, I will afk you this 
other queſtion; anſwer me. Do you not think 


in your conſcience, that he ought publicly to 


confeſs this horrid crime, and beg pardon for it? 
No, ſaid he, and with that went away as faſt as 
be could, {the door being open) and after him 
the priſoner, whom I was not at liberty to dif- 
courſe with ſo much as one moment longer. 
But the next day, having leave given me; 
(which one would think I ſhould always have 
had) to ſpeak with him, I went to the room 
appointed for my ſeeing him. There I found 
him and his before- mentioned Father Confeſſor 
with his aſhſtant. After ſome previous words 
of civility, I ſaid, I was come to ſpeak to this 
poor young man; but as that Prieſt then told me 
ſo I found, that he would not give me any an- 
ſwer to the Queſtions I put to him, which were: 
whether he had impartially conſidered the hei- 
nous fact he would have committed; and, whe- 
ther he now abhorred it, and repented of it? 
As he would not, nor did he give me any an- 
ſwer to theſe queſtions ; I prayed that Confeſſor 


of his to exhort him, and give him his opinion 
in the matter before me: but he ſaid, he would 


not do it, -nor would he ſay any thing to him in 
my preſence; neither was the priſoner (as he 


told me before) obliged to ſatisfy me in thoſe 


things I demanded of him; for I was not his 
proper Prieſt ; I was .not of his Communion ; 
Which he often repeated. Have you faid all, 
replied I to him: pray hear what the Apoſtle 
fays : he tells us, That we are altuays to be ready 
to give an anſwer to every man that aſteth a reaſon 


of 
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F the hope that is in us, with meekneſs and fear Þ 
And why may not I, to whom this poor de- 
luded youth has (before now) declared, more 
than once, that the killing of. the King was a 
lawful and commendable action; and, that it 
was to be done, and done by him too; why ma 
nor I aſk him (as I here do) whether he is fal 
of the ſame opinion? and what reaſon he can 
alledge for it! To this he ſaid, You have no 
neſs with him, nor he with you. Well then ſaid I, 
pray aſk him the queſtion yourſelf... 7 (replied 
be / will aſt him no queſtions, nor give him any ad- 
.monition, while you are here. If fo, ſaid I, pray 
Sir withdraw: ſeeing you will not adviſe him 
before me. to purge his conſcience, nor let-me 
ſpeak to him without your interrupting me, I 
deſire both you and your aſſiſtant to give me 
leave to try what good I can work upon him, 
when he and I are alone : whereupon they (tho' 
very unwillingly) withdrew. a little from the 
door, which was left open all the while. And 
then, having the priſoner to myſelf, I aſked him 
theſe queſtions again: whether he now perſiſted Ml 
in his former opinion, as he had declared it to 
me, © That it vas lawful for him, and he had a 
commiſſion from God to aſſaſſmate the King £ Whe- il © 
ther (yea or no) he had been inſtructed herc- 
in by his Confeſſor, that this was a great 
and dangerous miſtake? and whether he now i | 
retracted and repented of it? to that he would | 
t 
\ 


ve me no manner of anſwer; yet I ſtill en- 
3 to inform and rectify his judgment; 
and aſked him alſo, whether I might then pray 
with him ? but he ſaid, / ould not. And upon 
my further aſking him, whether he deſired my 
private or public prayers of the church, as bee 
«gh « 


ple under condemnation generally do? He anſ- 
wered, He deſired their prayers only, who were of 
his own Communion. Then I left him, telling 
him, I was ſorry to ſee him in that evil and ob- 
ſtinate diſpoſition; and, that notwithſtanding. 
his rejecting my advice and prayers, I heartily 
recommended him to the guidance of God's ho- 
ly ſpirit and mercy, and would pray for his foul 
(whether he would or not) fo long as he lived. 
Then I withdrew from him; and as I was go- 
ing out of the room, his Confeſſor (who was 
ready at the door) preſently and eagerly came in 
again, and ſhewed himſelf very rude and impu- 
dent to me; but I looked upon it as an effect of 
his blind miſguided zeal, who hated and oppoſed 
me, only becauſe I was for King George, and 
the Proteſtant religion. But let him and all his 
party know, that I will venture the lofs of alk 
things (yea life itſelf) for his Majeſty and the 
Royal Family's ſervice and intereſt, and for the 
truth of the goſpel. And I care not what ſlan- 
derous tongues can ſay, who are given to lies, 
e. and neither fear God, nor honour the King. 
bh To this account (though pretty long already) 
at ſhall add, that as I was at prayers in the Cha- 
w 8 2! of Newgate, the Saturday preceding his exe- 
14 MW eution, obſerving abundance of people went 
1- through, when I had done my office there (and 
t; chat not without great diſturbance) I enquired 
ay what was the matter; and one telling me that 
on they were going to ſee James Sheppard, who 
was in a room beyond the Chapel, T went along 
o- with them, and ſpoke to that poor unhappy erea- 
le ture again, but he would not hear my arguments, 
nor receive my admonitions then ; neither would 
he promiſe to come to hear me preach the __ 
| | 7 
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day in the chapel, to which his room was near. 
He ſaid, he was till of the ſame mind as he had de- 
clared before, and would ever continue ſo. 

And here I muſt not omit to obſerve, that 
two of the under-turnkeys, that were in the 
room when I went to ſpeak to Sheppard, did 
both of them uſe me very impudently, ſwore 
great oaths at me, and ſaid, That they 2 orders 
to keep me from him. Who gave them that un- 
reaſonable order they beſt knew. 

The morning he was executed, I was called 
to ſee him in his room : There I again exhorted 
and interrogated him, as I had done before, but 
he would not hear me, nor give me an anſwer, 
turning his back to me all the while. And this 


he did at the place of execution, where his 


prieſt (who had ſufficiently ſhewn his oppoſition 
to the government, and alſo inſulted me in New- 
gate) both interrupted me in my office, and 
confirmed him in his error: ſo that when he was 
withdrawn, even this poor deluded creature 
would not ſo much as let me pray for him. Ne- 
vertheleſs I uſed my beſt endeavours (late as it 
was) to undeceive him, and bring him to a due 
conſideration of his lamentabie condition; but 
he remained obſtinate, being io far fixed in his 
erroneous principles, that nothing, I found, 


could make him depart from them. And all this 


calamity, I may ſay, was owing to the free ad- 
mittance that perſon had to him, who even at 
the gallows had the preſumption to give him 
public abſolution, though he viſibly died without 
repentance. 


VN. B. Thoſe that have already reflected, or 
may hereafter reflect upon the juſtice of this 
9 malefaQtor's 
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malefactor's ſentence; ſaying, He was lu- 
natick, and therefore ought not to be condemned 
to die; let them aſk his Father Confeſſor 
who daily viſited him, and gave him the 
. whether, as they pretend, and 
endeavour to perſuade the world, he was a 
lunatick or not. | 
During the time he lay in the condemned- 
hold, where he was put in at firſt, he ſhewed 
me one or two of his laſt ſpeeches to his fellow- 
priſoners there ; and told them, That he had an- 
ether (made by one of his Biſhops) which was that 
he intended ſhould be printed : but whether it be the 
ſame he delivered at the tree, I think it not 
worth enquiry. | 
He was executed at Tyburn on Monday the 
17th of March, 1717-18. | 
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The Trial and Behaviour of the Mar- 
quis PaLEOTTI, convidled of Mur- 
der. 


ERDINANDO PALEOT TI, Eſquire, 

otherwiſe FERDINANDO Marquis DE 
PVALEO'TTI, was indicted at the Old Bailey, 
for the murder of John Piccolo, otherwiſe John 
the Italian, the 11th of February, 1718. 

He was likewiſe indicted for manſlaughter 
upon the Coroner's inqueſt; as alſo on the ſta- 
tute of ſtabbing. 

John Johnſon depoſed, that being at his maſ- 
ter's (Mr. Bellaſis) door in Liſle- ſtreet, between 

| nine 
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nine and ten o'clock at night, he faw the Mar. 
quis and the deceaſed paſs by, and heard Niccolo 
27. Tous le Fours; and having paſſed him, he 
perceived the priſoner purſue the deceaſed with 
ſomething in his hand held up, and heard Niccolo 
cry out, garde, garde, garde, ngar ten times, 
and then took hold of a poſt, and the Marquis 
walked on with ſomething under his arm, but 
whether ſtick or ſword he could not ſay poſi- 
"tively, but he believed it to be a ſword ; and the 
Marquis being gone paſt him, Niccolo never 
ſpoke more, but fell to the ground : that then 
the Marquis took to his heels, and made up 

Gerrard Street; upon which he and Thomas 
Corbridge, who came upon the outcry, examined 
the ſtreet, and were poſitive there was no perſon 
in the ſtreet at that time but the Marquis and 
Niccolo, and himſelf. knocking at his maſter's 
door; and that there being ſome lights reflecting 
and himſelf in the dark, he had ſo perfett 
a view of the Marquis's face, that he was ſure 
he was the very ſame perſon, and ſwore poſi- 
tively to it. 

He added likewiſe, that as well as he could 
then diſtinguiſh, he had on a red coat. - 

The Marquis pretending he could not ſpeak 
or underſtand Engliſh, had an interpreter al- 
lowed him, who being ſworn told him in French 
what the evidence ſaid in Engliſh; and the 
Court bid him aſk the Marquis if he would put 
any queſtions to the wizneſs ; whereupon he aſked 
him what coloured cloaths he had on, who ſaid, 
to the beſt of his judgment, ſcarlet. To which 
he replied, very angrily, that whatſoever he had 
depoſed was all lies, for he had no red coat on 
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chat day, and that he would ſoon diſprove all he 
had ſaid. ! 

The next evidence was Thomas Corbridge, 
who depoſed, that as he was knocking at a door 
in Leiceſter- ſtreet, he heard an outery which he 
took to be murder; and running to Liſle- ſtreet, 
he ſaw a perſon of the ſame ſtature of the Mar- 
quis paſs by him, but he could not ſwear to his 
face, but by the ſtature and make of his body 
(which was pretty remarkable, he being a tall 
man) he did verily believe it was the Marquis 3 
that ſeeing the man dead, they looked and ſaw 
no perſon in the ſtreet at that time but the Mar- 
quis, the deceaſed, and themſelves. 

Margaret Clay depoſed, that ſhe being at a 
window that looked into Liſle- ſtreet, ſaw a gen- 
tleman and his ſervant paſs along, and immedi- 
ately heard the footman cry out violently, and 
n he fell down dead near Lady Bellaſis's 

r. | | 

John Rucks depoſed, that as he was at his 
maſter's (Eſquire Elwy's) houſe in Liſle-ſtreet, 
he heard an outcry in the ſtreet, and running 
up ftairs, heard a man groan at Eſquire Bella- 
ſis's door, and ſaw a tall man paſs by him, and 
another perſon in the ſtreet ; and that by ſhape 
and ſtature he verily believed it was the Marquis: 
and that when he paſſed by, Niccolo was fallen 
on the ground. bros 

Benjamin Forſter depoſed, that he hearing an 
outcry as he was at home in Liſle-ſtreet, ran 
out, and that there was no perſon to be een in 
the ſtreet, but a gentleman who came do. wn the 
ſtreet keeping the coach-way, who had e her 2 
ſword or ſtick under his left arm, and ais ight 
hand upon it, and was in red cloaths, and that 
Vor. II. as 
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as he paſſed along haſtily, he turned back ſeve- 
veral times, looking behind him as it were, to 
ſee if any perſon followed him, and turned up 
Gerrard-ftreet ; that by his ſtature and ſhape he 
verily believed the Marquis to be the perſon ; that 
then he and another ſtepping to the deceaſed, 
found him dead, and opened him to find 
his wounds; and examining his pockets they 
found ſome papers by which they diſcovered he 
belonged to the Marquis Paleottii _,. 
William Spicer depoſed, that he living at St. 
James's kept a Sutler's ſhop, and that the Mar- 
quis had for ſome time been his lodger, and that 
he was always wont to come home pretty late, 
and have a ſupper and much attendance, his 
room illuminated, and a fre in it; but that 
nig ht he did not ſee him come in; but was told 
by the maid, who went up ſtairs bettyeen ten 
and eleven o'clock, that the Marquis was in 
bed, though no perſon in the houſe knew he was 
at home. *; PL . 
Elizabeth Newman confirmed what her maſ- 
ter had ſaid; adding, that ſhe going: through 
the. Marquis's room to put her maſter's grand- 
child to bed, not thinking the Marquis to be 
there, he put back the curtains and aſked for his 
man Niccolo ; to which fhe anſwered, he was 
not come home; and that he replied, he was 
come home, for he had put him to bed, and told 
Her ſeveral times he was afleep in ſome chair in 
the room. | ＋ 16 101 
She added, that neither ſhe nor any of the 
family, knew the Marquis was come in; and 
that he got to bed without the bed being made; 
without any candle, and wichout any fire that 


could give any light, 445062008 
„ 5 | „ 
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- Mr. Spicer depoſed, that the next morning 
the Marquis. got out of bed, and knocking, he 
went up, and when he came, he aſked 
him for his man Niccolo; to which he replied, 
he did not come in that night. And that juſt 
about that time, one Mr. Belin came and told 
the Marquis that Niccolo was found murdered, 
upon which, in a ſort of a hurry of mind, he 
went to dreſs: him, and called for his grey 
cloaths, which he fetched him ; then he dreiled 
himſelf and went out; and, as it appeared, went 
to the Biſhop of Saliſbury's, (very probably 
thinking to find ſanctuary in the Biſhop's houſe, 
as in a Church or Cloyſter in Popiſh countries) 
where it 1s reported he behaved himſelf fo rudely, 


making a ſort of a riot, that his ſword was 


taken from him, and ſent to Juſtice Gore's ; 
which ſword was produced in Court by John 
Martin, the conſtable, who had received it of 
Juſtice Gore. . 
John Wilkinſon depoſed, that he had lived 
four months with the Marquis as his interpreter; 
that the Marquis went out that day in the fore- 
noon with Niccolo, and that he had on ſcarlet 
cloaths turned up with blue, and a ſword which 
was produced in Court; and faid, that he had 


not had, while he was with him, any other 


ſword but that. 
Mr. Duhammel depoſed, that after the appre- 
hending of the Marquis de Paleotti, diſcourſing 


with him in the Guard Chamber, he told him, 


that on the 11th day of February his ſervant 


John Niccolo was with him on the other fide of 
the water, and that they returning in the after- 
noon, he went to fee a lady and ſupped with her; 
and his man waited on them at ſupper, and-that 


(3 23 - he 
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he went to wait on the lady home, and ſhe 

would go through a- dark alley, and he would 
not go with her; that Niccolo went with him 
almoſt home, and then he left him; after which 
he went to his lodging and was in bed 
by ten o'clock. Mr. Duhammel ſaid, upon 
this he told the Marquis, that the account he 
had given the landlord, &c. which differed from 
what he then ſaid, would be made uſe of in 
Court againſt him; upon which the Marquis 
chafed, and with an haughty air replied, what 
did he ſuffer himſelf to be interrogated by ſuch 
a perſon as he? and fell to kicking him. 

John Stephens, the Surgeon, depoſed, that 
being ſent to view the deceaſed, he found the 
wound was ſeven inches deep, and a quarter of 
an inch broad, that it penetrated into the left 
lobe of the lungs, and into the heart, and he 
Was ſatisfied it was the cauſe of his death, and 
that the wound was not given with a hollow 
blade,. but with ſuch a ſword as was produced 
in Court, and ſworn to be the priſoner's. 

The Marquis, when he came to make his de- 
fence, having an interpreter allowed him (ſworn 
for that purpoſe) pleaded total innocence as to 
the murder of John Niccolo, ſaying, he had no 
3I-will againſt him, nor had any cauſe ; and if 
he had, he had another way of puniſhing him, 
which was by martial law, he being his ſervant, 
and a ſoldier of his own troop. He then owned 
they did go out together in the morning ; that 
they went to the other ſide of the water, and 
coming back in the evening, went to a tavern 
near Lincolns-inn-fields, and ſupped about eight 
o'clock ; that they went away together, and Nic- 
colo went along with him as far as * 


Nr Miri, (3 
aſked him at the door to let him ſtep ſomewhere? 
and he would return preſently ; ſo he went to 
bed without Niccolo's putting him to bed, and 
never ſaw him ſince. 
| Being aſked by the Court why he told the 

' maid that Niccolo put him to bed, he denied he 
ever faid fo: being aſked by the Court how he 
came to go fo ſuddenly to bed, without attend- 
ance, light, fire, or his bed made? anſwered, 
there was a fire that gave him light, and that 
the bed was made: though the maid being exa- 
mined again as to that matter, ſwore the bed was 
not made, nor was there any fire that gave any 
manner of light. 1 
But at laſt he grew unſatisfied with his inter- 
preter, affronting him, ſo that the interpreter 
frequently deſired the Court to excuſe him from 
the office, ſaying, he did not like him becauſe he 
did not make an appearance great enough for 
him. But the Court being very well ſatisfied 
with his capacity for the office, thought it need- 
leſs to do fo, till by the unhandſome carriage of 
the priſoner, and the frequent requeſt of the gen- 
tleman whom they had appointed to be his in- 
terpreter, they did condeſcend to gratify them 
both, and prevailed with a Juſtice of Peace to 
humour the Marquis fo far as to be his interpre- 
ter, with whom he feemed to be a little better 
pleaſed, and made the defence following : that 
had he not been innocent of the murder of Nic- 
colo, he would not have {taid to be taken, for 
that his fiſter the Dutcheſs of Shrewfbury, ſent 
him 50 guineas and ſome jewels to have made 
his eſcape, and added, that when he and his man 
came from the other fide of the water, they 
went to a tavern in Lincoln's-inn- fields, and 
| that 
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that there he ſent for ſome gentlewomen, and 
went along with them in a coach, and 
being about half way his man Niccolo deſired 
him to let him go ſomewhere, and he gave him 
leave, and never ſaw him ſince. And ſome 
other queſtions being put to him by the Court, 
he ſaid, he did not know what became of his 
man; for the people of the tavern in Lincoln's- 
 tnn-fields well knew that his man Niccolo was 
" enquired for there, and went away, and the 
knew better what became of him than he aid, 
And thus he contradicted himſelf three or four 
different times. At laſt he would have had his 
trial put off, faying, he had not had time enough 
to produce evidence : but was anſwered by the 
Court, he had ſufficient notice, having been 
committed fourteen days, and that he himſelf 
had deſired the Court, by Mr. Lorrain, that his 
trial might be brought on at that time. Upon 
the whole, his defence being trifling and contra- 
dictory, the Jury conſidering the matter, brought 
him in guilty of wilful murder, on the Coro- 
ner's inqueſt, and ftatute of ſtabbing; and he 
received ſentence of death. | | 

After his condemnation he behaved very re- 
fraftory to ſeveral perſons that came to him, 
and even to a Prieſt of his own perſuaſion, who. 
was ſent to him to prepare him for death, whom 
he treated very rudely. 

Mr. Lorrain gives this account of him ; that 
he expreſſed great uneaſineſs at his cloſe confine- 
ment and fetters; ufage, he ſaid, he had never 
met with before; and upon that account was 
very unſatisfied and impatient. He denied the 
murder he was condemned for, and would not 
at firſt, hear any body talk to him of repentance ; 


faying, 


ſaying, He was a man ef honour,: who never did a 
baſe thing nor injured any man. . And it was ſome 
conſiderable time before he could be brought to 
a conſideration of his future fate, and of the 
neceſſity of making a due ,preparation for it; 
but at laſt he began to be more thoughtful, and 
told the Ordinary, He was obliged to him for. his 
gud advice, and he would follow it. Mr. Lor- 
rain ſays, he having heard from many perſons 
that he had killed many beyond ſea, aſked him 
whether it was ſo or no: to which he replied, 
That he never did any ſuch thing, nor was he ever 
guilty murder. 5 | 

He faid he was thirty-eight years of age, 
born of a noble family in Italy, and brought up 
in the Roman Catholic Religion, and had been 
for many years an officer, and was at that time 
actually Colonel of a regiment in the Emperor's 
ſervice, wy Ra; 

He was conveyed from Newgate to Tyburn 
in a mourning coach betwixt ſix and ſeven 
o'clock in the morning, March 17, 1717-18, 
_ Mr. Lorrain offered to attend him if he de- 

red it, | os | 

But he replied, he was a Roman Catholic, and 
1 was no great occaſion for his taking that trou- 
ble. 
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The Trial of Francis FRANCIA, the Jetv, 
for High Treaſon. 


＋ H E priſoner having before been brought 
to his trial, there being the miſtake of an 
for an A in the indictment, his trial was put 
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f for that time; und being brought on again 
Tome time after, he challenged ſo many of the 
pannel, that there were not Jurors enough to 
wry him; upon which the trial was agam de. 
ferred, and being twice after that put off by the 
King's Council, ſome of their Wirneſſes being 
zb road, upon the twenty. fecond of January, 
1716-17, they proceeded to trial as follows: 
Ihe indicment fet forth, that Francis Frah- 
cla, late of London, Merchant, not weighing 
the duty of his allegiance, &c. but traiteroulſ 
intending to alter and ſubvert the government, 
and depoſe his Majeſty King George, and to 
bring him to death, and place the Pretender on 
the throne; on the firſt day of September, in 
the ſecond year of the reign of the King, and 
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at ſeveral other days and times, as well before Ml 1 
as after, did traĩterouſſy compaſs and imagine n 
the death of the ſaid King, and that to aceom · i 

liſh and bring about his ſaid traiterous deſign, v 
he did meet, conſult, and agree with divers M | 

other traytors, to the Jurors unknown, to rai Ml c 
a war and rebellion in this kingdom, againſt the le 

- ſaid King, in faveur of the Pretender; and the! 

more effectually to complete his ſaid traiterouy tt 
intentions, he did propoſe, confent and agree, ¶ tc 
with divers other traytors, to ſollicit and procum i 
arms, ammunition and money of divers Fo- to 
reigners and others, in the kingdom of France, N h. 
to aid and aſſiſt in the ſaid war; and that the Pt 
ſaid Francis Francia did traiterouſly compoſe MW th 

and write, and cauſe to be compoſed and written, . 

t 


| ſeveral traiterous letters, ſignifying the intenti- 
ons and reſolutions of him the faid Francia, and le. 
the ſaid other traytors; requiring aid in the ſaid i or 


war, of the ſaid Foreigners, and other perſons i ot 
| in ve 
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in France, and did traiterouſly ſend the faid Tet- 
ters to parts beyond the ſeas, and cauſe them to 
be delivered to the ſaid perſons in France ac; 
cordingly, againſt the duty of his allegiance; 
the King's peace, &c. | 2 

The indictment being read, the Council for 
the King opened the cauſe, and Mr. Attorney 
General acquainted the Court as follows: 
That preparations had been making many 
months before the rebellion broke out in Scot- 
land, under the Earl of Mar, in September 
1715, and under Mr. Forſter in Northumber- 
land, the October following, and that the like 
inſurrection was deſigned at Oxford, Bath, & c- 
That the correſpondences of the priſoner and 
Mr. Harvey of Combe, with the Duke d' Au- 
mont and the Abbot Butler, began in the 
Queen's time, and appeared to be carried on 
with great ſecrecy and caution, which induced a 
belief that they were then criminal. That it 
could not be expected they ſhould produce the 
letters the 'prifoner had ſent into France, from 
Mr. Harvey, but obſerved, that the anſwers to 
them, which were found in the prifoners cuſ- 
tody, took notice of the contents of them, and 
ſhewed that he knew the defign of thoſe letters 
to be to further the Pretender's invaſions, which 
he inſiſted was a full and ſufficient evidence to 
prove the treaſonable correſpondence charged in 
the indictment. '' 

He alſo urged, that it could not be pretended, 
that Mr. Francia only conveyed Mr. Harvey's 
letters to his correſpondents, and was guilty of 
only miſpriſion of treaſon, in 3 the 
other's treaſon, for when he covered Mr. Har= 
vey's letters, he . alſo wrote ſuch things in the 


Hour, 
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cover, as demonſtrated he was acquainted with 
the ſubject of the correſpondence, and afſenteg 
to, and aſſiſted in the treaſon ; and to prove it, 
called the following witneſſes. | 
Joſeph Smith depoſed, that he was one of ha 
Majeſty's Meſſengers, and being in waiting at 
the Secretary's office the 77 of September 
1715, he had a warrant delivered him againf 
the priſoner, but did not execute it that night; 
but next day he went to the priſoner's houſe, 
with Mr. Wilcox, another Meſſenger, and 
found the priſoner in bed, and told him they had 
a warrant againſt him for High Treafon, and 
bid him get up, and ſpying a clofet in the room 
he — in it a parcel of French letters lying 
open, directed to the priſoner ; and alſo a papet 
book lying upon the deſk, which the priſoner 
faid was his ſon's writing, and was a copy-book 
of his correſpondence abroad, and Conifid 
nothing ; but the deponent obſerved him to be 
under a more than ordinary concern. That ha- 
ing put up all the papers he could find, they 
Raid a little, at the priſoner's requeſt, and drank 
a diſh of coffee with him, and then brought him 
toa houſe at Weſtminſter, where they left him, 
and carried the papers to the Secretary's office, 
and delivered them to Mr. Horatio Walpole. 
Mr. Horatio Walpole depoſed, that the war- 
— for ſeizing the priſoner was dated Septem- 
er the 19th, and that the next day, Mr. Smit 
and Mr. Wilcox delivered him a copy-book and 
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| Frcs of letters, which they ſaid they took at 


Francia's houſe, That the ſame night Mr. 
zuckley and himſelf looked them over, and the 
next day Lord Townſhend ſent for the priſoner 
and examined him about them; and turning 9 
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the letters, aſked the priſoner if he knew the 
33 if th were directed to him; the 
priſoner owned he received them, and that the 
Lord Townſhend aſked if that was his book ? and 


a letters were entered by himſelf, and ſome by his 
ſon. __ | | 
Mr. Buckley depoſed, that the day the pri- 
VB foner was ſeized, he read them over with Mr. 
' BW Walpole, and that the priſoner being examined 
yy the Lord Townſhend, Mr. Secretary Stan- 
0 hope and himſelf were called in to take the exa- 
: mination in writing, which being done, he 
"WE read it to him diſtinctly, and being aſked if he 
" BY was willing to ſign it, he faid, yes: and he of- 
> fered him the New — to ſwear on; but 
ne ſaid he could not ſwear on that book, but he 
1 pulled a book out of his pocket, and he ſwore 
VB bim on that: that he then aſked him if it was 
ed true; he ſaid it was, and figned it; and 
de then Lord Townſhend Agned it. 7 
Lord Townſhend depoſed, that he being in- 
F formed there was a treaſonable rene 
mi carrying on, between the late Duke of Or- 
mond, the Duke d' Aumont, Conlange, (alias 
1 de Aulmay, alias Payen) and Mr. Harvey, and 
n 


that the priſoner was the channel in which the 
correſpondence was conveyed, and that it was 
managed under the pretence of a law-ſuit, and 
ich that the Pretender was ſoon expected here; he 
; made a warrant to ſeize the priſoner and his pa- 
; 1 pers, and he was ſeized accordingly, and his 

letters brought to Mr. Walpole. That the 
te next day he ſent for the priſoner to examine 

him, and Mr. Walpole brought the letters and 
ver the eopy-book, and laid them on the table, = 


— 
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the priſoner owned the letterb; but ſaid he 
could not help what was in them, what other 
- Wrote could not make him guilty, and for what 
he had wrote, .he appealed to the book (which 
he ſaid Was his) for his innocence ; that then 
he did not appear obſtinate. That at night he 
ſent for him again ; and Mr, Secretary Stanhope 
was with him; that in the mean time he had 
ruſed more of the letters, and obſerved ſeveral 
mitial letters of people's names, and the priſoner 
explained them to him as they are in the exami- 
nation; that he ſeemed in a- diſpoſition to tell 
all he knew, and gave an account how the cor- 
reſpondence was begun and carried on, and he 
remanded him that night. . . 5 
Here a ſecond examination, taken on Mr. 
Harvey's letter, being ſhewed to Lord Town- 
ſhend in court, his lordſhip depoſed, that was the 
very letter, and the priſoner explained the figures 
in it to him, and ſolemnly proteſted it was all he 
knew, which his Lordſhip was then inclined to 
believe; but ſome further diſcoveries made him 
think otherwiſe afterward, A 
Priſoner. Did not you offer me money to ſign 
that examination ? 58 | 
Lord Townſend. Can you ſay a thing of fo 
much infamy ? When ne had been examined, he 
told me the miſery he had been reduced to; ſaid 
that his wife and family muſt ſtarve, and he was 
at a loſs for a ſupper. I told him he could ex- 
Ct no favour, but on a free confeſſion. He ſtill 
gged on, and in pure alms I put my hand in 
my pocket, and gave him three, four, or five 
guineas ; which was what I could never refuſea 
man who applied to me in that manner, and 


begged ſo hard. He ſaid his brother would * 
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look mou him, becauſe he was taken up for 
High Treaſon. 

Council for the priſoner. I would aſk your 
Lordſhip, whether the priſoner was not told, 
when he ſigned his examination, that it was for 
ſome particular purpoſe, and that it ſhould not 
be binding to him ? 

Lord Townſhend. He defired it might not be 
made uſe of againſt him, which I told him de- 
pended on his making a full confeſſion, and then 
I would uſe my intereſt he might find mercy : 
But upon peruſal of the letters, I fund he not 
only conveyed them, but was wrote to as 2 
manager. Whereupon I told him he muſt 
know more; but he ſtanding out that he did not, 
I ſent him to Newgate. Afterwards his wife 
acquainted Mr. Buckley, if ſhe could ſec her 
huſband, ſhe could perſuade him to diſcover all, 
and I gave directions that ſhe might ſee him, 
and while he was there, one Curtis brought a 
letter to me, which he found by-Francia's bed- 
ſide, and was directed to his wife; wherein he 
tells her, he found better company in Newgate 
than he expected, and that there was nothing 
againſt Mr. Harvey that could hurt him, an 
that he laughed at any thing the government 
could do to himſelf, &c. which convinced me 
he had not dealt ingenuouſly with me. 

Curcis depoſed, that he was in cuſtody of the 
Meſſenger at the ſame time that Francia was, 
and that he was well acquainted with his hand, 
having ſeen him write ſeveral times ; that he 
found the afoceſaid letter the 27th of Novem- 
ber, by the priſoner's bed-ſi4:, Who told him it 
was a letter for his wife. - 
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The letter was directed to his wife, whom he 
exhorts to be as eafy as the can; and tells her, 
the company in Newgate was much better than 
he expected, that they were all Tories, and the 
major part for the government, that is, ſent thither 
for being fo, adtording to their informations; that 
though the Lord Townſhend ſhould do nothing, 
the bufineſs would be at an end in a fortnight ; 
that he neither knew, nor had ſaid any thing 


againſt Mr. Harvey, nor could they do any 


thing to him, unleſs he had other affairs the pri- 
ſoner knew not of : Mr. Harvey might indeed 
be ſuſpected to be for the Pretender, and if all 
who were ſo, were to be puniſhed, above three 
fourths of the nation would ſuffer ; © there- 
fore he laughed at any thing they could do to 
him. | | | 

Mr. Secretary Stanhope produced two exami- 
nations,” one ſigned by Lord Townſhend; the 
21ſt of September, the other dated the 22d of 
September, and ſigned by Lord [Townſhend and 
himſelf. | | 

He alſo depoſed, that he was preſent at both 
the examinations, and that the account which 
he had given of the firſt was very juſt; and that 
the letter taken to be Mr. Harvey's, had been 
before the Cabinet Council, and was there 
ſhewn to Mr. Harvey, who did not deny it, but 
eyed the utmoſt conſternation at producing it, 


ard deſiredNJeave to withdraw, and ſpeak with a 


particular Lord; that the Council apprehending 
he was inclined to make a diſcovery, permitted 
him to withdraw, and go to the Meſſenger's 
houſe, where hs agontes. were ſuch, that he 
{abbed himſclf t at night, or the next morning. 

That 
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That they examined the priſoner twice, and 
ſpent above two hours in their examinations, 
and there was not a paſſage in them that he did, 
not repeat more than oncè or twice; that he did 
not obſerve any reluctancy in the priſoner to 
fign. y 

That after the examination the firſt night, 
the priſoner behaved himſelf as if he was net 
worth a groat, and intimated that he knew not. 
how to get a fupper ; and repreſenting his miſe- 
rable condition, when he was going out of the 
room, the Lord Townſhend put his hand in his 
pocket, and gave him ſomething, but how much 
ne could not tell. CITE 5 * 

Then the examinations were produced, and 
were as follow: 


The Examination upon Oath of Francis Francia, 
, of London, Merchant, | 


He faith, that he came acquainted with the 
Abbot Butler (alias the Vidame of Cambray) 
about two years ago, when Duke de Aumont 
was here: that the examinant received a letter 
from France, from the ſaid Abbot Butler, ſoon 
after the Duke de Aumont went over, recom- 
mending to the examinant's care a law ſuit, 
wherein one Barbara Butler a relation of the 
Abbot's was concerned, which occaſioned a cor- 
reſpondence between the examinant and the Ab- 
bot, from a little before the Queen's death, till 
within theſe few days, and during that time the 
examinant received ſeveral letters from the ſaid 
Abbot, directed to Mr. Harvey of Combe, and 
conveyed back ſeveral letters from-Mr. Harvey 
to the Abbot z- which letters Mr. Harvey ſome- 
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times brought to the examinant himſelf, and 
ſometimes ſent them. 

That while the Abbot reſided at Cambray 
Mr. Harvey uſually brought or ſent two letters 
to this examinant, one directed to the Abbot at 
Cambray, and the- other to the Duke de Au- 
mont at the French Court; either by Mr, Har- 
vey himſelf, or by the examinant at his requeſt; 
Mr. Harvey telling the examinant he did not 
ſend the letters openly to France himſelf, be- 


cauſe he would not be reflected on for having 


friends in France ; though he did not care a pin 
v it were known, as we were at peace with 
France. 1 . | | 

That theſe letters ſent b r. Harvey to the 

bbot, or Duke de ons, were put in a co- 
ver by the examinant, and directed to Monſieur 
de Aulmay, alias Payen, at Paris: that about 
two months ſince this method was altered, and 
Payen, inſtead of incloſing his letters to Mr. 
Harvey in a cover to the examinant, wrote only 
to the examinant, directing him to ſhew the 
letters to Mr. Harvey, which the examinant did 
accordingly, | 

That in theſe letters directed to the exami- 
nant, and ordered to be ſhewn to Mr. Harvey, 
he underſtood the initial letters M. H. ſtood for 
Mr. Harvey, D. D. for the Duke of Ormond, 
and M. B. for the Lord Bolingbroke : and the 
examinant verily believes the ſubject of theſe let- 
ters is, the deſign of the Pretender to invade his 
Majeſty's dominions, 

Signed, 


Capt. 21 Die Sept. FRANCIS FRANCIA. 


1715. L. Townſbend. 
ng” "ow 3 
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He faith, that the: letter annexed Wee and 
dated the 1 rgth of 5 being Mr. Harvey's 
hand, was ſent by Mr. Harvey to the examinant 
in a cover, to be forwarded to the Abbot Butler 
in France; but the examinant in opening the 
cover broke the feal of the incloſed letter, which 


made him detain it, left it ſhould be thought he © 


opened it out of curioſity to read it. That he 

believed by number 22 in this letter is meant the 

Duke de Aumont ; by number 6, the French 

King; b number 17, the Tories, by number 
8 the Pretender, and by number 9 is to be 
underſtood his Majeſty ; but does. not know well 

what the number 24,000, or 14, ſtand for. 

Signed, 

Jur. 22 die. Sept. FRANCIS FRANCIA. 

coram nobis Towſhend, 4 

James Stanhope, = 


Then was read Mr, Harvey's letter dated; 
January 9, 1714, wheiein he tells Abbot Butler 
he received his of the 12th N. S. ſays, he would 
de ſure to write on his behalf, juſt as he menti- 
oned: that he remembered what the Abbot for- 
merly obſerved to him, that their g eat ones 
were good at words and fair promiſes, but flow 
at performing, if ever. Therefore he tells him 
as a friend, he ſhould lay cut no more money 
till 22 had paid him what he promiſed to remit, 
if Fan---en had not done it on notice, he 
meant 1304, 4s. ſo long due; that this was but 
about half what he was out of pocket ; that for 
his good-will he was ſufficiently ſcan;&lized, as 

H 3 a friend 
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a friend to 22, and a penfioner to 6; and deſires 
the Abbot to remind 22 to ſend him a bill for 
the 130. 45. or he ſhould look upon it as loſt: 
that the Abbet only gave him fair words, which 
was not like a true friend; but that he had nat; 
nor ever would omit any thing to ferve 6, az, 
or the Abbot, paid or not paid, and it ſhoulg 
not trouble him, if he had but the eſteem of 
22. | ; 1 Ip 
That they were in a hurry, chooſing Parliament 
men, and if the electors were left to themſelves, 
and no money or threats from Court, it would 
be out of ſight on the ſide of 17. As it was, 
be hoped all would be well, if 6 or 22 would 
ſtick to their true friends. That he could nat 
for his life get thirty ſuch hounds as were fit for 
22 to ſend to his friend, the Count of To- -ous; 
but by March he hoped he ſhould; that his good 
friend, Mr. B- ne, whom the Abbot mentioned, 
had given him two of his beſt bitches, &c. theſe 


things he ſays are out of his way, but to ſerve 


6 or 22, I would do any thing, though to the 
hazard of my life, and all I have. That he had 
got for 22 two fine grey-hound bitches, and a 
couple of ſtag-hounds of the breed of the 
Queen's Wes 4 &c. That he would give 
them to any perſon 22 ſhould ſend over with the 
Ambaſſador, or ſend them to Dover on notice: 
for horſes he dare not buy any, till 22 ſent over 
a perſon to approve of them; and then he 
would ſend one to aſſiſt in buying as 6 or 22 
pleaſed to command. But this as things flood 
muſt be done with caution, and he defires the 
Abbot to order things in ſuck a manner as not 
to give offence. He aſks the Abbot why he 
mentioned the buying of ſtuffs, to 223 — 
wou 
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would 0 he had fame ſelf · intereſt; that he 
told 14 that 22 was his humble ſervant, and 14 
faid he was real friend to 22, a0 thee be Wold 
wrige .. 
1 preſs; 22 to think of his friends, 
and it won Ee e. That $ and 


The Council for the. * 5 1 
the reading theſe — they not being ſet out 
ictment; and that the law had care- 
guarded the life of the ſubject, that though 
the intention was the crime, yet it muſt be de- 
clared by ſome overt- act, ian be charged 
in the indictment, &c, . 

Mr. Sollicitor General. They can ſhew no- in+ 
ance where an indictmept is for a treaſonable 
correſpondence by letters, that ever they were 
ſet forth in the indictment; and of what lengths 
muſt the indictment be, if they were ſet forth in 
this caſe ? - 

There are other overt-ads laid in the indict- 
ment, beſides the writing treaſonable letters, 
viz, the conſulting to raiſe a rebellion, and the 
ſoliciting foreign aid: and that theſe letters are 
evidence of a conſpiracy, I believe is not 
doubted ; and therefore, it they might not be 
read as evidence of writing letters, they might 
certainly to prove a conſpiracy. 

Lord Chief Baron. I think that overt- act is 
here ſufficiently deſcribed, which is all required 
* - of parliament. 

uſtice Tracey. I think the nature of the 

—_ is ſufficiently ſet out, when he is 
charged with writing letters, praying * 
aid to aſſiſt in a rebellion, and to ſet W 8 b 
2 
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thoſe: letters in an indietment, is againſt 
reaſon. ' 

Mr. Fu 1 Pratt. Much has been aid of the 
care the laws take to preſerve the ſubjects life: 
we ſhall always take care to preſerve Moe laws} 
but we muſt take care not to hazard that precious 
life, as Mr. Hungerford: calls it; 1 A it 
too difficult to convie any man: if we ſhould 
conſtrue the law as they would have us, it would 
be impoſſible to convict any man. 

Council for the priſoner, The priſoner is not to 
be charged wich every word in that vellum copy- 
book of letters, though he has owned the book 
to be his; though the cover and paper be his, 
that does not imply | that he is author of all thoſe 
letters. 5 
Council for the King. My Lord, had this bock 
been only found in the Pprifotier s cuſtody, we 
might have been let in to read it, but when the 
priſoner has owned! it to-be. his REY of 
letters, what objection can there be to it? 

Lord Chief Baron. If none of the letters — 
of 0 hand-writing, I think they may be 
* 0 
Several letters were read of M. d' Aulmay to 
Francia; wherein mention is made of a law-ſuit 
between Barbara Butler and one Treacher and 
— and the next is of Francia to d' Aul- 

may; wherein he tells him Mr. Harvey had ad- 
vanced 200l. for D. D. and that the perſon di- 
rected to pay him had not done it, &c. He 
ſays, it is ſtrongly reported that à match was very 

orward hetween the Prince, who is at Lorrain, 
and one of the Arch -dutcheſſes ; deſires him to let him 
know that is in it youn nce M's is efſential, &c. 
2 f. | Friſuer. 
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Priſoner. They have opened all my letters at 
the poſt, and made this book for me; there 1s 
not a word of it of my writing. 3 

The next is from d' Aulmay to Francia, 
where, after other matters, he anſwers, tis 
true, there was ſome talk of it when the peace was 
| made with the Emperor; but ſince that time no men- 
tim has been made of it : that, in his opinion, would 
be no proper way to bring his affairs to an happy iſ 
ſu; a party war would beſt ſuit with his 4. 

airs, | ; 
/ The next js from Francia to M. de Aulmay, 
wherein after other matters, he adds, here is a 
letter from Mr. L. D. D. which tis wiſhed 
may ſucceed better than the former which have not 
been anſwered, though entirely for the affair. Be- 
les, which I muſt needs tell you by the by, that per- 
ſms of 50 or 60,000 Crowns a year, cannot with 
prudence run the hazard of loſing ſuch eſtates unleſs 
more encouragement be given them, you will be per- 
feitly 5 if you ſay this to ſome perſon ſumi- 
lar with that Lord, or to himſelf ; and I add from 
myſelf, that the misfortunes of a perſon are more or- 
ing to neglect than to the party that is again/# him. 

Another letter of Francia to d'Aulmay, 
wherein he tells him, That every thing. ought now 
to be expected from his fide of the water. f 
In another letter of Francia's to d' Aulmay he 
. tells him, that when he had any thing parti- 
cular to impart, he ſhould do it by a ſtrange 
je hand, and ſubſcribe James Cretien, and provided 

he acquainted him he had received that letter, 
without being opened, he ſhould be eaſy. _ | 

Another directed to Francia by d'Aulmay, 
W..-cetn he tells him, he had juſt received his; 
& adds, you have reaſon to be angry at the _ | 

ence 
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lence (or ſupineneſs,) you expoſtulate about, but 
be perſuaded tis only fo in appearance, I even 
hope that by this time you have convincing 
proofs of it, and that ſuitable returns are made 
to the good diſpoſitions ; ſo that by God's bleſs-., 
ing upon our friend's good cauſe, he will at laſt 
caſt his adverſary ; atleaſt no ſuecours and pow- 
_ erful ſollicitations ſhall be wanting. 

Another directed to Francia, ſays, were J 
permitted to give you a detail of all that paſſes concern- 
ing the affair you know, you would be more eaſy than, 
to me, you appiar to be, and charge us with leſs 
negligence than you, &. | 
In another directed to Francia, December 2, 
Payen tells him, We have at laſt had the mil- 
fortune to loſe the greateſt of Kings; that their 
meaſures had indeed been ſuſpended, but not 
in the leaſt broke; that things go on better and 
better, &c. f | 

In another letter to Francia, we know already 
part of what you writ about our friend's cauſe; 
which with God's blefling will ſoon end to his 
ſatisfaction ; otherwiſe all appearances would be 
_ deceitful. 

In another letter to Francia, he tells him, we 
are here, as well as you, impatient to attain the 


end propoſed; but we muſt take patience, and 


be ruled by thoſe who are at the helm, &c. 

And ſeveral other letters were read, contain- 
ing many preſumptive circumſtances of a trea- 
ſonable correſpondence, too long here to be in- 
ſerted; which having been read, 


The Council for the King proceeded to tell 


the Jury, that in theſe letters the priſoner ex- 
preſſes a deſire there ſhould be aſſiſtance for the 
Pretender from France; that all the letters - 

20 into 
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into that deſign: Nay, he is anxious and im- 
patient for the critical minute: The death of 
the French King's lamented as a great loſs; 
but he is aſſured things will revive, the perſoh 
ſucceeding in the Government Having favourable 
intentions. i bub TNT ING 
And theſe letters, enter'd in the priſoner's 
copy-book, plainly ſhew the purport of the let- 
ters he ſent over; nor did he pretend at his ex- 
amination, but they were letters ſent in anſwer 
to his letters, but he acknowledged, that the deſign 
. them was, the deſign of the pretender to invade 
his Majeſty's domintons. And thus it is apparent, 
that he did ſolicit aid, in order to an invaſion 
from abroad, and a rebellion at home in favour 
of the Pretender, and with an intention to de- 
pole his. Majeſty. | 
Then the Council for the priſoner ſaid, be- 
„ Wfore we go into our evidence, we muſt inſiſt, 
s that as the law ſtands, it is impoſhble my client 
x N cas be. guilty, in ſuch manner as he is charged 
in the indictment, being an alien, born at 
e Bourdeaux in France, from whence he came to 
ie England, and was never naturalized ; therefore 
d does not owe natural allegiance, or can be 
guilty of treaſon againſt the King, as his 
- Inatural liege Lord, as 'tis laid in the indict- 
a- ment. „Jenn 8 
* To prove which they called ſeveral witneſſes, 
who depoſed he was born at Bourdeaux in France, 
1} che 26th of March 1764. N. 8. | 
x- Then the Council for the priſoner proceeded 
to obierve, that beſides the general charge of 
compaſiug the ixing's death, the charges in 
the indictment are conſpiring to levy war, ſo- 
— liciting 
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liciting foreign aid, and writing letters to that end, 
and ſending them. 3+ 
That they had produced a copy-book of let. 
ters, they ſay, he wrote to d'Aulmay at Paris; 
but that there was not one letter, or even dat 
or ſubſtance ſpecified in the indictment; tha 
they did en ith the King's Council, that i 
was ſomething ſtrange a man ſhould enter in hi 
book, letters of a treaſonable nature, and tha 
was a circumſtance that ſhew'd it was not ſo 
and that if the letters had contain'd High Treaſon, 
he could only be guilty of miſpriſion of Treaſon, 
as he was privy to them: That they could be d 
little ſervice to the priſoner in that caſe, having 
only heard thoſe letters, the King's Counci 
thought fit to read: That there were others be. 
fore or after, which might explain theſe, ha 
not the priſoner, a man living in his o 
houſe in peace under the King's protection, hal 
his books and papers ſeized and turned upon him, 
to the deſtruction of him and his family. This 
power of ſeizing papers, which may be of uſe to 
a2 Man in his defence, is ſome thing dark. That 
there was no direct proof of his intention to 
take away the precious life of the King, an 
there was no conſult appeared, but betwee 
him and his compting- houſe. 

Ar. Attorney. Pray forbear inveighling in thi 
ö manner. * 

Sir Joſeph Fekil. What an harrangue is here 
complaining his papers were ſeized! had anin 
formation of a treaſonable correſpondence bee 
given to the meaneſt office in the Kingdom, 
Ls, to have done as much. 

; r. Juſtice Tracy. You ought not to reflect 
on their ſeizing the papers. 
Mr 
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Mr. Hungerford. I fay what is offered 


againſt him, is from the papers found in his 
ſtud . % = 7 

12 Juſtice Pratt. If that had been all, you 
ought not to have been interrupted; but you 
go on with invectives, to the Jury complaining 
his papers are ſeized, and turned upon him: 
where a treaſonable correſpondence is carried on 
by letters, ought they not to be ſeized, and made 
uſe of againſt him? We muſt not hear invectives 
againſt magiſtrates of the higheſt quality for 
doing their duty. 

2 Hungerford, I don't impeach the lega- 
lity of what is done, but ſay the evidence is from 
the papers found in his cuſtody.--- Theſe letters 
are a great pant of them about dogs and horſes, 
and a ſum of 130 l. 45: and a ſuit in Chancery; 


and for the book we ſhall prove it was not wrote 
by himſelf, | 


Sim. Prancia * called. 


Ar. Hungerford, Mr. Francia, do you 
_ of any offers or threats uſed to the pri- 
oner 

S. Francia. Mr. Buckley offered, if he would 
lwear againſt Mr. Harvey of Combe, he ſhould have 
a good reward: And my Lord Townſend told 
me, at the office in the Cockpit, that he had 
given my Brother five guineas, and if he 
would ſwear againſt Mr. Harvey he would give 
him more. | 


Lucy White depoſed, that ſhe went to ſee the 


Woriſoner in Newgate the 7th of September 1716, 
and he told her Mr. Buckley was to be there 


Vor, II, I and 
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84 Trial of Fx Aueis FRANCIA, 
and defired her to conceal herſelf in the roomy 
that ſhe might hear what paſſed, and ſhe did ſ6, 


And when Mr. Buckley came he ſpoke about 
Buckley aſked him queſ- 


Flint. Afterwards Mr. B. ced him que 
tions about Mr. Harvey, and the priſoner faid, 


he knew nothing, but that he was innocent; 
and Mr. Buckley faid, he muſt ſwear right or 
wrong for the goverment, and if he would not, 

he would ſwear High Treaſon againſt the pri- 
ſoner himſelf; for he had taken = Lord Town- 


ſhend's money and done nothing for it. 


Mr. Hungerford. Did Mr. Buckley ſee you? 
N concealed myſelt under the 


White. 
feet of the bed. 

Mrs. Meggiſen depoſed, that ſhe was in 
Francia's room the 8th of September laſt, and 
Mr, Buckley came, and told him, he ſhould be 
tried ſuddenly, and there were a great many 


witneſſes againſt him, and he would ſwear him- 
ſelf becauſe he had cheated his maſter - of five 


guineas, and would not ſwear againſt Mr, Har- 
vey ; and ſaid he would bring my Lord Townſend 
into Court to influence the — 


Priſoner. Mr. Buckley, was not you with 


me in the Lions Den; Toke 

Mr. Buckley, The priſoner ſent Revel, the 
Turnkey, to me to defire to ſpeak with me. 
When I came, he deſired Flint might be releaſed 


from his cloſe confinement; and then about his 
- own affairs, he thanked me for my humanity in 


coming to talk with him, and we parted im- 
mediately. I told my Lord Townſend what 
paſſed, and Flint had the benefit of it, and was 
releaſed from that confin: ment; which was the 
buſineſs he went about, It is a little dark room 


indeed, 


| 
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for High Treaſon. 85 
Med, but if any one had ſat at the 
tet of the bed, I believe I might have ſeen 
hem. | | 
Lord Chief Baron. Did you ſpeak thoſewords ? 
Mr. Buckley. No; it is impoſſible; I appeal 
to my character, and deſire Mr. Revel may be 
called. S | 
Mr. Revel depoſed, that Francia told him 
he thought he could do a piece of ſervice to 
the Government, and ſuppreſs the publiſt- 
ing of the Shift Shifted, and deſired to 
ſpeak with Mr, Buckley, and the next morning 
he went, and acquainted him with Francia's 
deſire to ſpeak with him, and the occaſion of 
it, and when he came, he bid me ſtand at the 
door, 5 
The Lord Townſhend depoſed Mr. Buckley 
told me about the meſſage he had received about 
the Shift Shifted, a ſcandalous paper that went 
about, and aſked me if he ſhould go; I ſaw 
I thought it was right to go, but bid him be 
cautious, for J was ſatisfied the priſoner was ca- 
pable of all that villainy I find he is. When he 
came back, he told me what he had now ſaid, 
and I believe it was all that paſſed between them; 
for I have found him faithful and honeſt. I 
thought it of ſome ſervice to put an end to that 
paper, and gave ſome eaſe to the perſon named. 
But I am amazed at the brother's villainy : he 
came two or three times to the office with peti- 
tions, and I told him it was not in my power 
to ſerve him, unleſs he would deal ingenuouſly, 
and tell all he knew; and that was the way to 
recommend him to the King's mercy. I believe 
the manner I treated Harvey, will clear me from 
the ſuſpicion of ſuch intentions againſt = 5 
| at 
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1 

What I did, was in regard to the priſoner 
wretched circumſtances, and before Mr. Stan, 
hope; nor did I ever deſire any thing of him bu* 
to tell the whole truth, A 

Priſoner. You ſaid I ſhould be hang'd, drawn 
and quartered, and many a time you ſaid, d---n 
you, you dog, now I have got Mr. Harvey in 
my clutches, and you will let him go from me; 
and if there was no particular ſpleen againſt me, 
why ſhould I be diſtinguiſhed? for there were 
none put in irons for treaſonable practices but 
me, 
Lord Townſhend, The warrant for irons, and 
to prohibit him pen, ink, and paper, was after 
Curtis brought me that letter; the contents 
whereof ſufficiently juſtify the caution aſked in 
the warrant; and treaſonable practices were 
no more bailable than Treaſon; nor is it 4 
new thing to fetter ſtate- pi iſoners after ſuch an 
accuſation. | | | 

Then the Council for the priſoner called three 
evidences, who depoſed, they did not believe 
the copy-hook of letters to be the priſoner's hand- 
writing, but his ſon's or ſome other perſon's; 
and his brother Simon Francia depoſed, there was 
none of it his hand-writing. | 

Then ſeveral perſons were called to prove him 
well affected to the Government but to no great 
purpoſe. | | 
After which Mr, Solicitor General made his 
obſervations on the evidence for the King. He 
ſaid, that this was a cafe of great concern to the 
King, to the Royal Family, and to the whole 
Kingdom, and that it muſt be determined that 
day, either that the priſoner was guilty of High- 


Treaſon, or no man could be convicted of hold- 
ing 


er High Treaſon. 87 
| * traiterous correſpondence, as the law then 
That the priſoner was charged with compaſs- 
ng the King's death, an. — which was 
omplete in the mind; but that ſome open or 
public act was requiſite to be proved to make it 
appear to them. | 

That there were three overt-aQts laid in the 
ndictment; but if. any one of them was 
proved, it was enough ; that the evidence con- 
iſted of letters wrote by the priſoner to his cor- 
eſpondents in France, and of letters wrote to 

im by thoſe correſpondents, ſignifying the re- 
eipt of letters wrote by the priſoner touching 
his traiterous deſign; that for proof of letters 
rote by the priſoner they had produced his own 
opy-book wherein they were entered by him- 
elf or his fon; which was indeed ſo rare a way 
df perpetuating the teſtimony of Freaſon, as he 
hought the like evidence was never to be ex- 
pected again. LT | 
That they had produced the original letters | 
from d'Aulmay to him, and which he confeſſed | 
o have received; that thoſe were an evidence | 
hat the priſoner ſent ſuch letters as are menti- 
ned in d'Aulmay's letters; for theſe were an- 
ſwers to them, and tallied exactly, as to the 
dates, circumſtances, and ſubject. 9 

That if the priſoner had received but one 
treaſonable letter, his concealing it had been 
but mifpriſion of Treafon, but receiving fo 
many,. in evgry one of which the writer charges 
him with writing High Treafon ; and the pri- 
foner preſerving and concealing thoſe letters was 
a ſtrong evidence of his approbation and aſſent 
to that Treaſon. | 

I 3 And 
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88 Trial of Fxancis FRANCIA, 
And though it had been objected, : he was not 
anſwerable for what others wrote, this Was 3 
miſtake; for if what was written was Freaſon, 
it was his duty to diſcloſe 'it ; and if he did not; 
but continued to receive ſuch: letters it was"a 
clear proof of his correſpondence, 'and by that 
he made the Treafon his own: and though it 
was pretended he was only the conveyer of Mr, 
Harvey's letters, the contrary appeared from the 
letters themſelves, and ſhewed that the corref+ 
enges was his own, and carried on by him- 
elf. 

And as to the intention of theſe letters, tho 
it was ſaid they related to dogs and horſes, it 
was one of Mr. Harvey's letters that was about 
dogs and horſes; but even in that there was a 
good deal of Treaſon intermixed. And as to his 
own letters, it was not to be expected, in a 
treaſonable correſpondence, that men ſhould 
ſpeak out plain, ſome cant was neceſſary to dreſs 
it up. | 


Tis true, there was a private cauſe committed 


to the priſoner's care, that there is a plain dif- 
tinction between the private and public cauſe 
in many of &Aulmay's letters, and if Treaſon 


was not meant in theſe letters, why did not the 


priſoner explain what was meant by them? But 
was the meaning of theſe letters doubtful, he 
himſelf had ſufficiently explained them, when he 
confeſſed the ſubject matter of them to be the 
defign of the Pretender to invade his Majeſty's 
dominions, | | | 

Then the Lord Chief Baron proceeded to di- 
rect the Jury, and having repeated the ſubſtance 
of the evidence, tells them, that if a man is 
privy to a treaſonable deſign, and aſſents to * 
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Ver High Treaſon, 39 
and contributes to the: carrying of it on, it is 
High Treaſon: indeed, where à perſon has a 
bare knowledge of it, without any other con- 
cern in it, and concealed it, that was but miſe 
priſion of Treaſoun - Ay 
He alſo added, that it was plain from the let- 
ters, that the cauſe of the Pretender was one, 
and the cauſe of a law-ſuit another; and that 
thoſe letters containing ſuch treaſonable matters, 
and being written to him, and found in his cufs 
tody, was a ſtrong evidence of his conſenting 
and contriving to bring the Pretender over; and 
of his having written ſuch letters as was ſaid to 
be received from him. FARES. 
As to the priſone'rs being an alien born, he 
thought the proof was ſtrong, and therefore 
they ſhould find that matter ſpecially for the 
judgment of the court, and find the other fact: 
and if they believed he promoted the invaſion, 


or concealed and aſſented to that deſign, that 


was a conſpiring the King's death, and the pri- 
ſoner was guilty of the J reaſon charged in the 
indictment. 8 
That as to the threats or promiſes made by 
Lord Townſhend, or Mr. Buckley, they had 
been abſolutely denied, -and that their credit muſt 
bear weight againſt Simon Francia, and the two 
women Who had ſworn it. | | 
That it was. not material by. whoſe hand the 
copy-book of letters was written, if it contains 
the copies of his letters, as he had acknow- 


ledged; and that if they believed the letters 
to be wrote to him, and by him, and that th 


contained a correſpondeuce of a treaſonable na- 
ture, inciting or encouraging a War againſt. the 
q King, 


r 


— — — 


90 Trial of Joszyn STILL; 
King, or any thing which ſhewed he was priyy 
and aſſenting to it, then he was guilty of High 
Treaſon: hut if they did not believe they wert 
his, or that they did hmount to ſuch a correſ 
pondence, then they muſt acquit him. 
The Jury having withdrawn ſome: time, 

brought in their verdict, that 105 priſoner Was 
Not Guilty. © 

After which, the priſoner, being ſet't liberty 
retired 1 into France. : ute 
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7 be 7 rial, Cone 7 ion and eue Beboviai 7 
bas 4 JoszpH STILL, otherwiſe CorTEREL, in 
convifed of Murder. 


OSEPH STILL, Jadherveife COTTEREL 
was indicted at the Old Bailey, February 28 
1717, for an aſſault and murder, committed on 
.the body of, John Green, . by giving him one 
mortal wound on the left fide of his head neat 
the left eye, the 5th of Janttary about five in G- 
the morning, with a hedging bill, of which ben 
languiſhed till the 13th of F ebruary and ther 
died. 

After the Council for the King had openeiſpe c 
the indictment, James Howland, fellow-ſervantſis 
With the deceaſed, depoſed, that they being ſer- 
vants to Mr. Nathaniel Carpenter, upon the 
day and time aforeſaid, he heard the deceaſed 
cry out for help, and he looked out of a windo 
and aſked him where he was, and immediatelj 
ran to his aſſiſtance, where he found — 
| - -C 


for Murder. of 


the priſoner, having got him faſt hold by che 
e hand and the collar, and that John Green had 
„then received a wound, and was very bloody; 
and that though the priſoner was a ſturdy vil- 
e, Win, he held him till Thomas Meers a watch- 
as Wman came to their aſſiſtance, having heard the 

- Woutcries ; upon which, it being in vain to reſiſt, 
Me ſurrendered, 


This was in part confirmed by the watchman, 


oho ſwore that he took the hedging-bill from 
- Win, which was all bloody. 
And they further depoſed, they ſaw a ladder 
1 eared up againſt Mr. Carpenter's garden-wall, 
1, Bad candle and matches lying on the ground. 
' The affidavit of the deceaſed was produced 
ind read in Court, that he ſpying the priſoner 
„his maſter's garden, and the priſoner ſeeing 
I. im, ran to get over the wall out of the garden 
28 Peain, but he ran another way, and met him 
on uſt coming down the ladder, on the outſide of 
one Whe garden wall in an adjoining field; and that 
ea Following him to ſeize him, the priſoner ſaid, 
e in- -4 d----7 him i he offered to touch him, Be 
vld murder him; and that he gave him the 
id blow on his head with the bill. | 
Nicholas Field, the Surgeon, depofed, that 
e drefled the deceaſed's wound, and putting in 
us inſtrument found that there was a roughneſs 
pon the ſkull, and he feared it might be frac- 
ted; and calling in the aſſiſtance of Mr. Green, 
ook out ſome pieces of the ſkull, and found a 
uantity of corrupted matter come away, and 
lat he verily believed the wound was the cauſe 
his death, | | 
en - Mr, 


* 


ceaſed near his maſter's houſe ſtruggling with 
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was in Mr. Carpenter's garden, but being aſk 


to her. 


bigger in perſon. For beſides, that he had th 


barbarous, the Jury found him guilty, and ſr 


92 Trial of Joszrn STILL, 
Mr. Carpenter gave a very good charactet Mn t 
the deceaſed,” lamenting the loſs of the Wl 
ſervant he ever had, or feared ever ſhould, 
The priſoner. in his defence, denied he en 


the reaſon of his being out ſo ſoon, ſaid, he} 
a ſiſter very ill, who had ſent for him to eo 


He did not deny that he gave the deceaſedt 
wound; but ſaid it was in his own defence, ai 
being aſked what buſineſs he had with the heddfs: 
ing bill, replied, that he carried it to defer 
himſelf from rogues; though it ſeems he ne: 
not have been under much apprehenſion 
meeting any greater than himſelf, in impiety, al 


reputation of being a long practitioner in ſudet 
deeds of darkneſs, a record was produced 1 
Court of his having been convicted at Hertfonfff 
aſſizes, and burnt in the hand, for robbing ti 
Lady Butterfield; and ſeveral perſons can 
many miles to do him and themſelves juſtice 
and get rid of ſo troubleſome and dangerous 
neighbour. | 

he evidence being as plain as the fact n 


received ſentence of death. 
Ihe account the Ordinary gives, is this : tb 
the priſoner ſaid, he was under, though I 
ſeemed to be above forty years of age, Wi 
born in the country, but would not tell whi 
town or pariſſi; had been nine years in the ſet 
vice, but would not tell whether by land or fea 
that he had kept a houſe for three years togetii 
in London; that he had ſometimes ſold pou 


and got his living very honeſtly; he would 4 


an that he was guilty of murder; but ſaid he 
Jed the man in his own defence. And when 
Ordinary told him he had been an old of- 
er and reported to have been of twenty-three 
ſtanding, and the only furviving perſon. of 
hitney's gang, and that he remembered his be- 
in Newgate, and ordered to be whipt for a 
ny, and that he was burnt in the hand at 
lord, for robbing a lady in that eounty, to 
Aich he made no other anſwer, but that he 
Ws ſorry the world ſhould have ſuch an ill 
jon of him, ſince he had done nothing to 
Nerve it. 
Die then aſked him if he did not go by the 
ne of Robin Chicken, given him on account 
his robbing higlers of their poultry ? this 
ſion ſo confounded and nonpluſſed him, 
Wt he could not tell what to anſwer. 
He therefore taking it for granted, replied, | 
W muſt needs be that perſon who was con- 
ned in the murder of Mr. John Stone, at 
Wypperton, with Mars otherwiſe Crudely, who 
executed December 5, 1710. To which, 
ra pauſe, he replied, that he never went by 
t name, nor knew any thing of Thomas 
W's, or Mr. Stone's murder, ſo far as he 
dd now remember. He then aſked him 
ether his name was Joſeph Still, or Joſeph 
Utterel ? he anſwered, Joſeph Cockerel was his 
it name. How then came you to be called 
haenh Still? he replied, that is right enough, 
name is Joſeph Still, and will be ſo as 
g as I live, punning on the word Still, and 
ned to have but little ſenſe of his ſinful 
le of life or approaching death z the moſt 
would confeſs was. that drunkenneſs 00 
en 


94 Trial of Fraycrs: WiLLtams, c. 
been the cauſe of his Ruin; and indeed he wu 
ſo devoted to it, that he was ſcarce fober from 
the time of his Condemnation till his executio 
at which he behaved with a great deal of obduracy, 
He was executed March 22 1717, on Stanford 
Hill Road, and then hung in chains in Kings 
land Road. | 
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e Trials, Confeſſions, and Bebaviour 
Francis WIILI Aus, and MaThHty 
CHESSEY otherwiſe CHESHIRE, Convittel 


for robbing the Briſtol Mail. 


RANCIS WILLIAMS and MATHEW 

C HESSE were indicted at the Old Baily, ] a 
May 1, 1717, for aſſaulting William Honour ec 
on the King's Highway, and taking from him u 
one ſtrawberry gelding, value 61. and one black} h: 
gelding, value 10). the property of Thomas Bon- at 
cher, four mails, value 8]. and fifty leather bags} in 
value. 51. the twenty third of January. pe 
To this Indictment Francis Williams pleaded} th 
not _— But ' Mattthew Chefley refuſed to to 
plead, unleſs he had a tankard and ſome other me 
things reſtored to him, which he ſaid were takenſſſ be 
from him (which, according to the evidence, I wi 
were his ſhare of the 351. bank note which hib 
wife and Holliday put off, as below) but whenſ lat 
he obſtinately perſiſted in refuſing to plead, theſſ in 
executioner was called and ordered to bring whip- | 
cords to force him to plead, by tying his thumbs 
together and drawing the nooſe hard, which is 
the forerunner of the preſs.. But before the exe- 


cutioner came again, he at laſt told the _—_ 
| e 


. F. e. SET 


- fer-Rabbing tht Briſtol Mal. 95 
ve would plead if they would promiſe he ſhould; 
have them afterward; to which he was anſwered, 
that he mould have what was legally his: On 
which he pleaded, Not Guilty | 
William Honour, the poſt-boy, depoſed, that 
between Turnham Green and Brentford, there 
followed him three men; that two of them 
paſſed him; one of them laid hold of his horſe's 
bridle, and led the horſe, and another drove 
him into a field, and there told him they wanted 
the Briſtol and Exeter mails, threatning him very 
hard if he did not tell them which they were; 
then they cut the ſtraps, and opening the Mail, 
took out the Weſtern and Briſtol packets, and 
then bound him, and carried them off, 

William Holiday depoſed, that the priſoners 
and he met at the harp in 1 to 
conſult about robbing the Briſtol mail, agreed 
upon it, and the pretence was to be, that they 
had a commiſſion from the Pretender, who was 
It Briſtol; that the deſign was to have been put 
in execution the Sunday before, but were diſap- 
pointed of their horſes : that on Tueſday- night 
they met about q o'clock, took horſe, and went 
towards Brentford, ſtaid till about four in the 
morning, and not ſeeing the poſt-boy, thought 
he had been gone by, and were for returning ; but 
while they were watering their horſes, he came 
by, and they did as the poſt-boy before re- 
lated, and brought the packets to Cheſley's houſe 
In Fetter- lane. | 

Holliday's wife depoſed, that about 8 o'clock 
on Wedneſday morning, one Smith went with 
ter to Cheſſey's houſe ; that ſhe' went up ſtairs, 
Id found the priſoners all over dirt, like frighted 

nen, very buſy opening letters; that Mr. Smich 
VoL. II K would 
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95 Prial of Francis WILLIAMS: 
would not go up; upon which Williams faid, 
G---d d---n him, why would he not come up? be has 
us upon it, and now he will not be in it, 
pon which they thought themſelves unſafe 
there, and one of them ſaying he had a friend 


in Shoreditch, whom he had truſted very conſide- 


rably, and believing they might be ſafe under 
his roof, the letters were carried thither. That 
„ e no booty in the letters they opened 

edneſday; that one concerned havingbuſineſs 
that he could not attend on Thurſday, they were 
lock d up in that houſe till Friday morning; that 
then they met there, breakfaſted, then went up 
ſtairs, had a fire made, a large table ſet, and 
her riding-hood being hung up againſt the key- 
hole, Cheſley fetched out the bag, laid it down 
upon the table, and fell to opening the letters; 
that they found three Exchequer notes of 1001, 
each, and three Bank notes of 201. each, which 
they diſtributed equally; that there was like- 
wiſe a Bank note of 351. which being an odd 
fum, they ſent her and Chefley's wife to lay 
it out in plate, which they did, buying two Tan- 
kards, fix ſpoons, and three gold rings, which 
alſo were divided amongſt them; and that the 
priſoners afterwards, by night, took each of 
them their parts of the letters, and carried and 
dropt them in Moorefields, &c. 7 gs: th wife 
and ſhe going before to ſee all ſafe ; that they 
found likewiſe a Bank note of 251. which her 
huſband had, to receive the money at the Bank, 
Which he carried to the ſign of the Cripple, an 
ale-houſe in Cannon-ftreet, and calling for 2 
porter, bid him go to the Bank and receive the 


money, 
f Reeves, 


on 


r r / wc 42>. 
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| Reeves, the porter, depoſed, that he carried th 
note to the Bank, that Hollyday gave him the 25 F- 
note to go to the Bank to receive the money, 
which he did, and that there the notes and he 
were ſtopped (notice having been given of it 
before) and that the next morning came Holly- 
day's wife and a porter along with her to the ſign 
of the Cripple, and enquired for the porter that a 
north country gentleman the night before had 
ſent with a Bank note, faying, that laſt night he 

» drunk, and ſo could not come for it him- 

. 

Peacock, the porter, depoſed, that he plying 
in Holborn was called to Hollyday, and ſent a- 
long with his wife to the Cripple on the errand; 
that Reeves the porter came and told them, the 
landlord of the houſe had the money in his 
hands, which they demanding, he fetched it down, 
and was telling it out to Peacock and Mrs. Hol- 
lyday ; but telling it wrong, fometimes nine- 
teen for twenty, and ſometimes twenty-two for 
twenty, on purpoſe to protract the time while 
he ſent word to the Bank, from whence ſome 
perſons came and apprehended them; and the 
tact being charged home upon Mrs. Hollyday, 
and ſome promiſes of indemaity to her huſband, 
ſhe at laſt diſcovered where he was; ſo they 
went to the. Coach and Horſes in. Holborn and 
apprehended him, and, by his direction, the 
priſoners, | | 

It was ſworn likewiſe, that Cheſſey had 
ſome of the letters taken out of the mail in 
his pocket when he was apprehended. Several 
of theſe things were confirmed by a variety of 
evidences. 


The 


98 Trial of FR Axis WILLIAMS, 


The priſoners denied the fact, ſaid they were 

innocent, and knew no more of it than the child 
unborn. Cheſiey denied he had been upon the 
back of a horſe, or mare for 12 Months paſt, 
Williams laboured to invalidate the evidence of 
Hollyday, ſaying, he was a great rogue, had 
been in all the Goals in England, and was a per- 
Jured villain, and ſtood convicted of felony, and 
ſo could not be a legal evidence. He had been 
at charge to get a copy of his pardon produced 
in Court, which he pleaded in 1711, ſaying, 
he had not fulfilled the conditions of it, and fo 
ſtill ſtood convicted. But he neither proving his 
conviction, nor the non-performance of the con- 
ditio:1s of his pardon, it bore no weight with 
the Court, and the Jury found them both guilty 
of the ndictment. 
The priſoners being aſked what they had to 
ſay in arreſt of judgment, Cheſſey inſiſted upon 
a promiſe of the Court that he ſhould have the 
tankard; but was anſwered, that he was pro- 
miſed no ſuch thing, but only that he ſhould, 
after trial, have what was his right: That as 
he being convict, had no legal right to any thing, 
all being forfeited; much leſs had he any to the 
tankard, Which had been purchaſed with part 
af the money gotten by the robbery for which he 
ſtood convicted. 

Francis Williams owned he was concerned 
in the fact after the robbery, but denied his being 
in it; and pleaded, that when they examin 
the letters, the-reſt were all illiterate and could 
not read, and would have burnt all the letters 
and writings that they did not make uſe of, for 
which purpole a great fire was made, to whoſe 
flames they were to be all committed, that they 
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might not riſe up in judgment againſt them: But 
he being ſenſible of the conſequences, and 
ſhocked at the barbarity of their deſign, oppoſed 
it, ſaying, that children unborn, and generations 
to come, would be bound to curie them for ſo 
villainous an action, by which their titles to 
eſtates, debts, &c. ſhould be deſtroyed ; alerting 
there were packets of bonds, deeds, and obliga- 
tions; and as he had been the perſon who pre- 
vented ſo. great a calamity, that would have 


affected all the Weſtern parts of England, even as 


far as the Land's End, he hoped the Recorder 
would repreſent him as an object of his Majeſty's 
mercy. But he was anſwered, that tho? writings 
ſhould be by ſuch accidents deſtroyed perſons did 
not therefore loſe their eſtates; nor was it cre- 
dible that deeds of eſtates, or ſuch like things, 
were, or could be ſent in letters by the poſt : 
however, he would endeavour to repreſent to the 
King the caſe as it really was. 

Francis Williams gave the Ordinary the fol- 
lowing account; that he was twenty eight years 
of age, born at Roſs in Herefordſhire, by trade 
a Malſter, and for a little while had been ſervant 
to a gentleman, more than once in priſon for 
debt, but never was concerned in any criminal 
fact before this: upon which the Ordinary telling 


him he took him to be: an offender ſome years 


ago, and tried for, and convicted of ſome felo- 


nies; he did not deny that he had indeed ſome- 


times held up his hand at the bar, but was ſor the 
moſt part acquitted of the facts laid to his 
charge, being innocent of them; and as to thoſe 
he was found. guilty of, they were of no great 


conſideration, 
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100 Trial of Francis WII IAIS, Cc. 
He faid, that till he came to twenty years 
he led a very ſober and religiqus life, was 
to ſwear an oath or tell a lie, thinking if 
he did, the earth would open her mouth and 
ſwallow him up, but unhappily falling into 
wicked company, they debauched him, and 
brought him to evil courſes and poverty, which 
a ſober converſation and a due regard to his af-- 
fairs, would, in all probability, have prevented, 
he being before that maſter of 15001. and there- 
fore he deſired all people to take warning, that 
they might not involve themſelves in fin and mi- 

ſery, as he done. 

Matthew heſſey, otherwiſe Cheſhire, ſaid 
he was 32 years of age, born at Barkhamſtead, in 
Hertfordſhire, but had ſpent moſt part of bis life 
at Enfield in Middleſex; he had been ſeveral 
years a Waggoner between London and Ware, 
and that about four years ſince, having left his 
lawful employment, and grown looſe and in 
debt, that he durſt not ſhew his head_where ke 
was known for fear of being arreſted, and | 
thinking London the beſt place for his refuge 
and ſhelter, he made it his conſtant abode, and | 
getting acquainted with a certain highwayman, F 
he was ſoon enticed to go a robbing with him, Ml 
and ſometimes he went by himſelf, and com- 
mitted ſeveral, but ſmall robberies, in all about 0 
nine or ten. | t 

He owned the things freſh in memory, that r 

about fourteen months ago he was indicted and i © 
condemned for ſeveral facts, for robbing Mr. 
John Oakly on the highway, and taking from 
him a bay mare value 8/. and for another robbery 
on the highway near Hendon in Middleſex, and 
robbing Edward Moore of a gelding value 50 
: an 
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Trial of Trowas PanTING, Cc. 101 
d a gold ring, the goods of Sir John Auſti 5 
2 5 10 robbing Richard Apton on the high 
way of eight guineas and eight ſhillir ton 
which indictments he pleaded guilty, and re- 
ceived. ſentence of death, Feb. 24, 1715-36, 
) a month, and after 

that another, /vs de, and at laſt 2 pardon, whic 


he pleaded at the Old Bailey, the 20th of He- 


cember defore ; which inſtead of improying, he 
preſumptuouſly returned to his former ill courſes, 
and was executed May 20, 1777. 


* 


DT. mT EST — 
The Trial of Tnouas PanTiNG, other- 


wiſe Pan rox, for uttering light Gui- 
6 ah | : 


HOMAS PANTING, otherwiſe PAN- 
TH was indicted - at the Old Bailey 
the 11th o September, 1717, for falſly and de- 
ceitfully uttering 110 light guineas, which had 
been filed, he 1 them to be ſo, to one 
Thomas Shanks, ſervant to Meſſ. Edes and 
Green, in Lombard Street, the 2d of July. 

The Council for the King having ſuccinctly 
opened the charge, ſetting forth the infinite de- 
triment that ſuch diminution of the coin would 
neceſſarily be to the public, ſupported their 
* by the following evidence. 

r. Eles depoſed, that there having been a 
parcel of guineas paid in at his ſhop by a 


ſtranger ſome weeks before, ſome of which 


proved to be light, having been filed, he gave 
orders to his ſervants, when any ſtranger came 
Wk ED to 


02 Trial of ThoMAs PanTiNG, * 
to pay in money again, to take particular car 
to ſee that they had not been filed; and that 
the priſoner coming again the 2d of July, 
"brought the ſum of 303 guineas, ſome new and 
fome old, deſiring a note for them in the name 
of John Smith; that the guineas - having been 
told by his ſervant, were brought to him in a 
ſhevel into the back ſhop, and he having ſorted 
them took ten of them together, rubbing his 
fingers over the edges of them; he perceived i * 
ſome gold duſt like fine filings come off upon | 
his finger, and ſome particles to lie upon the 
board where the -guineas lay; that upon this 
hey Gn them, and found 110 of the 303 i 
to be light, wanting eighteen pence per guinea, ! 
Whereupon he went to the priſoner, who 1 
waited for his note, aſking him who recom- MW " 
mended him to pay the guineas to him? The Ml © 
priſoner anſwered. him, one John Smith. 2 

Clothier living at Beeſely in Glouceſterſnire; to 7 
which he replied, he did not know any ſuch per- 
ſon. He then told him, he muſt need 
know him, for he had paid money in to him be- 
fore. Upon which he told him, that many ol 
the guineas were light, and had been filed, and 
therefore he muſt detain him till he could gie 
an account of himſelf, and ſatisfaction how be 


came by thoſe guineas. 

le giving ſome unſatisfactory and evaſive an- *"' 
ſwers, and-being in ſome confuſion, was for ge- 
ing away, ſaying he had ſome buſineſs upon t! day: 
Exchange; whereupon he told him he muſt de they 
tain him, and if he would not conſent to ſtaſ {mal 
he muſt charge an officer with him: whereupo ger 
he conſented to ſtay, but deſired a porter might fair 
be called to ſend home with a meſſage to s 


W 


Jer uttering light Cuintas. reg 
wife, which they permitted him, and that he de- 
fired him to ſend for ſome: perſon that could give 
an account of him, but he not doing it, he ſent 
to Mr. Vinckley, the Warden of the Mint, who 
coming to him, they interrogated him as to his 
circumſtances, and how he came by the guineas; 
and likewiſe being told, that he had not long 
before paid in 300 and odd pounds, deſired to 
krow to whom he had paid this note; to which 
he giving no ſatisfactory anſwer they took him 
before the Lord Mayor, and there mention U 
made of the light guineas, he ſaid he did en 
know what a guinea ſhould weigh, and had ne- 
yer weighed a guinea in his Tife ; the Lord 
M-vor aſking him the like queſtions, he gave 
no+111127 but trifling anſwers z whereupon he was 
committed to Newgate, | 

dis was confirmed by Mr. Thomas Shanks 
an. Ir. Rogers, who added, that upon Mr. 
Edes's enquiring of the priſoner what has Scen 
before related, he appeared to be very dejected, 
and trembled. | _—_ 

Then Mr. Pinckley depoſed, that mention 
being made of going to ſearch his houſe, he 
having had an opportunity of ſending home a 
porter before, it was thought adviſeable to defer 
the for ſome time, till they ſhould think thi 
would probably take no more notice of it; aa 
orgy deferred the ſearch for three or four 
days; when taking a warrant and an officer, 
they went to his houſe, found it a houſe of 
mal! appearance, of about five or fix pounds 
per annum, that the window  ſhatters below 
fairs were kept ſhut, and upon he: a knocks 
ing at the door, a lad came who 1a king with 


nem over the hatch, ſecmed unwilling to let 
8 them 
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them come in, till he told them he muſt come 
in, having a warrant, and therefore, if oppofi- 
tion was made, muſt uſe violence; whereupon 
they entering, found the furniture within meanet 
than the houſe without, the whole amount of 
the inventory of the furniture, in their opinion, 
not to exceed five or ſix pounds; that going up 
ſtairs, there was a loem or two, and a lad 
piddling about ſomething, but could find nothing 
of what they expected; that there was a man 
-who pretended to be brother to the priſoner, and 
that they being in the work-ſhop eſpied a door 
that went out of that into another room, and 
deſired to ſee it opened; but the brother was 00 
very unwilling, ſaying, they could not, for he 
had not the key; whereupon, ſetting his foot a- 
gainſt it, the door flew open, and the room wa WW: 
very dirty and duſty, and ſome ſmall parcels of 
money were lying in ſeveral places, and the fur- ol 
Niture exactly anſwerable to what they had ſeen 2 
before; that there was in it a bed, but a very 
ſorry old torn thing, and an old trunk; they de- WW. 
fired the trunk might be opened, but the brother n 
faying he had not the key, they replied, then lea 
they muſt break it open; whereupon he fetched Nat 
a key, which though not the key of the trunk, WM... 
they got it open; that in this trunk there was lay 
in one parcel 93 guineas, in another 193 and Wl © 
a half, in another 187 and a half, then ſearch- 
ing about the bed, there were ſome old bottles 
and the conſtable feeling with his ſtaff, felt 
cloth, and found in it 346 guineas, of which 
there were twenty that had been filed; and that 
all theſe parcels of guineas were freſh new gut 
neas, very fair, and either King George's « 
Queen Anne's ; they found alſo a pair of 2 
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tales and weights for a guinea, a half guinea 
and grains, but no other weights; they found 
alſo a paper, upon which there ſeemed to appear, 
among ſome duſt, —_— to thine, as if 
there had been in it ſome filings of gold, or 
ſome other metal; they found likewiſe a /ubpana 
in relation to a ſuit at law of his depending, 
which he carried on in forma pauperis. Theſe 
circumſtances were generally confirmed by the 
officer, and thoſe that were preſent in ſearching 
the houſe, | 

Mr. Pinckley added, that afterwards, going 
to him in Newgate, they deſired him to give 
them ſatisfaction how he came by the ſaid par- 
cels of money? to which he anſwered very 
evaſively, that he had received it of various per- 
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x ſons in ſmall ſums, as five or ten pounds, &c. 
” Wand that his way of getting it was by his em- 
” Wployments, ſometimes as a weaver, iometimes 
l 3 2 Sollicitor at Law, and ſometimes in ſtock- 


jobbing, &c. But they ſuſpecting he had re- 
ceived the money from ſome accomplices, who 
had furniſhed him with it in order to file, or at 
leaſt put off, they promiſed him if he would 
diſcoyer thoſe perſons, ke ſhould not be proſe- 
cuted, but he refuſed to make any diſcovery, 
laying it was his own money. 


, Mr. Edes likewiſe depeſed, that in order to 
inform himſelf who this John Smith was at 
* Beeſely in Glouceſterſhire, in whoſe name the 


priſoner would have taken a note for the mo- 
ney, he ſent to the Miniſter of the place, and 
received from him two letters, which were pro- 
duced in Court: the import of both which was, 
that he had made very diligent enquiry, and that 
dere was no ſuch perſon there. 
or” | Sevetca 


for uttering light Guinea. 105 


. — F — — - . 2 1 2 * 8 
2-2 if ou £ o ” © —_ * 
- _ * * 
. - £4 — EM * wy *. . ey _— &. » * - 4 4 = 
> n * * ” * * - 4 $4 — - -<- = PRE" — 
* 8 - * p 44.44. — — I G 4 4 = — — - 2 2 
8 — * PF. xi 7 — 2 2 x" a7 w_ —_ — oy —— o - 


r 
n 


=— 

- 
- 
— — 


: 
_- 


— 27 


2 
7 


196; Trial. of Tuo PanTinG, 


- Sc vera. of, ni, nel hbours appeared in Court, 
and depoſed, chat he had the repute of a man in 
mean circumſtances z among others were the of. 
fic ef the: pariſh, who depoſed, that abou 
tw. or three years ſince, the priſoner being 
ra1-7. tour-pence per month to the. poor, they 
co never get any money of him. But alway 
wuen they went, found the door ſhut, and 
ſomebody to anſwer them out of the window; 

but going out of their office, and having obtained 

a Warrant to make diſtreſs, they did, with much 
difficulty, get into his houſe to diſtrain for 15 
and t wo- pence, but when they came in, found 
not moveables worth their taking, and that he 
faid he was a poor man and not able to pay, but 
they threatning to cut a piece of ſtuff out of the 
loom, he ſaid it was none of his own, but at 
laſt muſtered up ten ſhillings, which he ſaid wa 
all that he had, and engaged one of the officers, 
who was his neighbour, to lay down 58. for 
him. | | 

Others depoſed, that the trade he carried on 
was very inconſiderable ; and a lodger in his 
houſe ſaid, that he ſeemed to be very neceſſitous, 
being always very prefling for his rent as ſoon 3 
quarter-day was over. | 

Several things were depoſed, tending to prove 

that he was reputed a man of mean circum- 

ſtances z ſo that it was more than probable he 
mutt. have accomplices, Who had ſupplied him 
with chis money, in order either to diminiſh ot 
utter, 0; both. TAE | | 

Theſe allegations the Council for the priſonet 
end-avoured to obviate, by. producing witneſſes 
to ſhe how he might come by this money, and 
that conſequently it was his own; that it ot 

| ; * 


— 
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what he had been ſcraping together for fiftee® 


that the priſoner had produced no ſuch perſon as 
John Smith of Beeſely in Gloucefterſhire, who 


A 
| r ſixteen years, by working hard with his 38 
: hands, —— is brains, and ſtarving his fi 
ll belly, and likewiſe ſaying, that a man might id 
I put away falſe money unknowingly. . 7 
] They called ſeveral witneſſes, ſome of whom iy 
, deyofod, that they knew him thirteen or fourteen 0 
4 years ago when he came to town, and brought 1 
ö with him cloth, which he ſold here to the value 4 
of ſeventy pounds; that he had ſince that al 
h worked journey-work, and afterwards traded ; 4 
3 WH himſelf; that he had the repute of a monied K 
(8 man; that he had lent money upon pawns to | 1} 
e be paid by weekly; paytnents that he had diſ- JH 
counted notes; and one ſaid he had lent fool. i 
upon ſecurity, which money was paid him not bl 
a long before his apprehenſion for this fact; and bl 
another particularly teſtified, that he deſired him 4 
„to look out for a purckaſe for him of five, ſix, 9 
or 7o0ol. and that he ſhewed him the money to Fl. 
pay for it. | | ö 

0 Another ſaid, he had offered to give 2001. for iF 
n ſome houſes; that he had the reputation of an q | 
5, WH honeſt fair-dealing man, that he was very frugal K 
and ſaving, making advantages of his money | g 
every way he could, contenting himſelf with © 
bare neceſſaries at home and abroad, and many 4 
things of the like nature. | | i 
he To which the Council for the King replied, 4 
| 10 


recommended him to pay the 303 guineas to the 
Je ſaid Meſſ. Green and Fdcs ; that an honeſt fair N 
ſes dealing man had no occaſion to make uſe of ſuch * 

falſifications in paying his own money into a * 
75 Goldſmith's hand; that he had yet made no 
VoI. II. L | proof 
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proof how he came. by thoſe ſums of money, 
anaſmuch as excepting the 100l. ſahd to be paid 
to him; the notes, ſaid to de diſcounted; were 
moſt of them ſome conſiderable time befe 
and the ſums but ſmall, and, together, amounting 
to- no ſum comparable with 11004. which fun 
was found upon him in gold. Phey obſewed 

n that it was not likely it could be money 
he had hoarded up, becauſe they were all of 
them new 50 ineas fit for filing. They likewiſe 
obſeryed, that he had no proof of any confider- 
able dealings in his trade, whereby to procure 
ſuch a ſum ; that he had produced no proof 'of 
his dealing in ſtocks, Exchequer notes, or any 
thing relating to public credit, no, not ſb mue 
as his having bought or ſold one ſingle Exche- 
quer bill. As to his taking in pawns, they ob- 
ſerved likewiſe, that the perſons who ſearched 
his, houſe, had depoſed, they found no ſuch 
pawns (except a — chain of ſmall value, a 
gown and petticoat, and three or four rings in 
the trunk aforeſaid) nor books of. any ac. 
count of ſuch dealings in any of theſe occupa- 
tions. 

They likewiſe obſerved, that this action of 
uttering the guineas, was very unlike an old 
gripe, as his Council had been labouring to 


prove him, in that no man who was bent on 


improving money would pay it into the hands of 
a ſingle Goldſmith upon his bare note, which 
allows no intereſt, when he might have for it 
Exchequer notes on parliamentary ſecurity, &c. 
which bear intereſt. 

They obſerved alſo, that ſuch perſons did not 


uſe to leave ſuch a ſum as 470l. ſo careleſsly a3 
in old clouts under a bed, 
They 
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They obſerved further, that though the pri- 
ſoner ſaid before the Lord Mayor, that he never 
weighed a guinea in his life, yet a pair of ſcales 
and weights were found in his room; and' 
many other things by which it appeared highly 
probable, that it was money he had been fur- 
niſned with from other perſons, for the ſaid 
fraudulent and pernicious intent and purpoſe. 
And however, were it his own, the ſuſpicion 
was the ſtronger upon him, in that he had 
given No proo of whom, when, or where he 
received it, or what honeſt intent he could have' 
in paying them to Meſſ. Green and Edes. 

The Jury conſidering theſe circumſtances, 
after a long conſultation, brought him in 
guilty of the miſdemeanour; and the Court laid 


on him a fine of 200. and three years impriſon- 
ment, 
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The Trial, Confeſſion, and Behaviour of 
Joun MonsTituRs, convicted of Mur- 
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OHN MONSTIEURS was indicted at the ! 
Old Bailey, December 4, 1718, for the ö 
murder of John Heming-Rule, by giving him 
leveral wounds on the left ſide of his head, and 
putting him in a pond, the 17th of October, by 
which he inſtantly died. 
A He was a ſecond time indicted on the Coro- 
3 Mrs inqueſt for the ſame fact. . 
He was a third time indicted for aſſaulting the 
lad John Heming-Rule, and taking from him a 
L 2 perriwig 


. OS = @ gy = —YP wan yy — S 


110 Trial of Joun Moxsriruns, 


perriwig value 25, 6d. two gold rings, a piece of 
Daniſh Gold, 2 Silver Medals, and other goods, 
the 17th of October. ; 

Joſeph Baker depoſed, that about ſeven or 
eight o'clock on Tueſday the 17th, he, goin 
towards Mary-bone, about 100 yards bona 
Nibb's pond, in the road, found a coat wet and 
bloody, but moſt on the inſide; that he carried 
it to an ale-houſe, and in one of the pockets he 
found a ticket of the Company of Apothecaries, 
ſigned Andrew Selken, and ſuppoſing that the 
owner of the coat had come by ſome misfortune, 
went away immediately and enquired him out, 
and ſhewing him the note, and telling him how 
he came by it; he owned it to be his hand, and 
directed him to the prifoner's lodging, whither he 
went with the utmoſt expedition, and having 
taken a button from the coat he found, and ſhew- 
| Ing it to the deceaſed's landlady, ſhe immediately 
faid it was a button belonging to her lodger's the 
deceaſed's coat, and upon fight of the coat, ſaid 
it was his; that thereupon going to Hungerford 
Market ; and enquiring farther, he had very 
great r-aſon to ſuſpect the priſoner, and pro- 
cured him to be apprehended, in manner follow- 
ing: 

3 got a Conſtable and Beadle, he ſent 
for his landlord, Mr. Vennier, to an ale-houſe, 
telling him they ſuſpected his lodger had mur- 
dere the deceaſed ;- to which he replied, if ſo, 
he being gone out, he doubted whether he 
would come again or not. But that the key of 
his room hung up in his ſhop, and if they 
pleaſed they ſhould go in and ſee what was there, 
which they did, and found that he had carried 

| ' away 
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for Murder. 111 
away all his things of 1 value; but finding a 
pocket book written in French and Dutch, got 
one Mr. Ware to read it, who found ſome ac- 


count relating to the priſoner, as having ſerved 


as a coachman to the Count de Avila, and a 
note of twenty-five piſtoles on aceount, as hav- 
ing been ſervant to the Count de Shoels, as valet 
de chambre; then they brought away the book, 
locked the door, and hung up the key, waiting 
to ſee if he came again br not; and in a ſmall 
time, while they and ſome of the neighbours 
were talking about the matter, one of them ſaw 
him coming on the other ſide of the way; they 
ſeeming to take no notice, he came into the 


ſhop, with the deceaſed's cane in his hand, took 


the key and went up ſtairs, and preſently came 
down again, aſking if any perſon had been in 
his room ; and while he was talking with the 


priſoner, one of the gentlemen gave the land- 


lord a token, to clap his hand on the. priſoner's 
{word and ſecure it, which he did, and then an- 
other clapped him on the ſhoulder, and having 
ſecured him, told him they apprehended him on 
ſuſpicion of a murder; to which he replied, a 
murder 1 a murder ! what you mean by dat? Then 
they told him they would uſe him like a gentle- 


man as he appeared to be ſuch, and therefore 
would not expoſe him publicly till further ſatisfac- 
tion could be obtained, and that if he would he 


_ go up into his chamber, which he did, 
. they ſent away immediately for an of- 
cer. ä 
In his room were found the deceaſed's belt 
and peruke, the latter wrapped up in a ſheet 
of paper, but wet and bloody, and with ſeveral 
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112 Trial of John Monsrizuxs, 

holes in it which anſwered to the woundz 
which were in his head, as it appeared whey 
the body was found, and alſo a' pocket-book 
and letter-caſe of the * in which were 
two cut paper ſnuff- boxes, but they alfo w 
which were uced in 8 ſworn cy 
be the deceaſed's by his landlady, to whom he 
had given ſnuff out of one of them the morning 
before he was murdered. , 2 

From thence he was carried to the round- 


| . houſe, and being ſearched, there were found 


in his pocket two large filver medals, and a 
piece of Daniſh gold, which were produced in 
Court, and were ſworn to be the deceaſed's 
by the landlady and another witneſs, to 
IE the deceaſed had ſeveral times ſhewn 
them. | | | 
The priſoner had likewiſe two gold rings, 
which he ſaid were his own, and was bid to put 
them on; one of which he could not, being 
dent, the other he did, but with much difficulty, 
and being on his finger, a gentleman aſked him 
what were the poſies of them, he anſwered it 
was all German, but when they were viewed 
they had no poſy, but one of them the letters 
I H R, and the others marked with the letters 
M UH, the fame letters with which the de- 
ceaſed's linen was marked; there was likewiſe 
Found in his pocket a ſword belt, made of the 
ſame cloth as the deceaſed's beſt cloaths. 
Ann Barker depoſed, that the priſoner having 
lodged with her about four months, went * 
to Roland, and upon his return, about the 1 
of October, brought to her houſe a young gen- 
tleman of about twenty years of age, namely, 
the deceaſed, to lodge with her, and he not 
59 ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking Englith, the priſpner bargained for him 
at 75 per week, and uſed, to come to and fro to 
him, and the deceaſed uſed often to go to him 3 
that on the 36th of Ober, the priſoner came 
aud aſued what was due to her and paid her, de» 
fired a porter might be called to 
deceaſeds baggage, being a box, à trunk, and 
a portmanteau, and gare him a full pat of beer 
to carry them into the Strand to a coach, going 
away about four o'clock in the afternoon. 
Ann Vennier depoſed, that the priſoner and 
deceaſed came to her about 4-o'clock the ſame 
day in the afternoon, and the. priſoner agreed 
with her for a lodging; that they deſired to have 
ſomething to eat, had ſome beef-ſteaks and eat 
together; that about fix o'clock they went away 
together, and the deceaſed came not home to 
lodge that night, nor did ſhe ſee him any more. 


That the priſoner came there again about eight 


o'clock, ſtaid about two hours, went out at ten 
oclack, and came not in all that night. The 
next morning he came in again about 8 o'clock, 
aſked for a waſher-woman, gave out ſame linen 
to be waſhed, which linen was ſworn to be his 
by the waſher-waman, and to have been wet, 
dirty, and bloody when he brought them to her, 


ſtaid two or three hours, and then went out 


again, in n N. | | 
This was confirmed by Mr. Vennier, who 
added, that when the priſoner was going out at 


ten o'clock at night he gave him half a guinea, - 


defiring ſilver for it, that he gave him three 
ſhillings, that he left the half guinea with him 


and went away, telling him he ſhould not come 


in that night; and that the. next morning when 


he came in, he heard him walk about the 
chamber, 


carry away! che 
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chamber, as in a hurry, and making a — 
walked up and down ſtairs —— 
at his going out, aſked for more mone — 
change of the half-guinea; and that in about an 
K a half aa, he was ſent for to the ale 
hou ere 
The dead body not bing found, ſeveral 
ſons went in queſt of it, but could not f 
but his hat was found in a pond in 2 field n 
far from where the coat was taken up. ' 
. * Ralph Gould depoſed, that he got a creeper, 
and crept the pond in the field, near where the 
coat was found, and pulled out the deceaſed 
hat, which bad ſeveral cuts in it, that anſwered 
to thoſe in the wig and head of the deceaſed, 
"(which hat was alfo produced inCourt) ; that there 
'being ſome chickweed on the coat, he wa 
told that there were ponds in ſome further field 
where was chickweed ; that in the third field 
+he found a pond, ' and near the pond-fide he 
perceived the ground had been trampled, and 
blood, followed the track, and near the 
edpe of the pond found a great quantity of clotted 
blood, and the deceaſed's fword out of the ſcab- 
. bard,” but broken, and that a knife was there 
taken up by another perſon, which was ſwom 
to be the priſoner's knife, and which be owned 
to be his when it was ſhewn him; and that in 
"creeping that pond, his creeper took hold of the 
deceaſed's breeches, the body lying at the fide of 
the pond under ſome buſhes, as if it were ſtamped 
in the mud; That be had all his cloaths on, but 
his coat, hat, and wig, his pockets turned inſide 
out, but one in which was a knife and fork; the 
© body was afterwards viewed by ſeyeral that 
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inet the deceaſed, and ſwore to be che body of 


John Heming-Rule. 5 | | 
Mr. Barnard, th» ſurgeon, depoſed, that there 
were ſeveral wounds on the temporal muſcles, 
that they were b-aten all to pieces, and that 
opening the head he i-und a concuſſion of blood 
upon the brain, but did not think the wounds, 
mortal, but that rather he was firſt ſtunned, tho“ 
with what weapon he could not ſay, and then 
ſuffocated in the pond. Many of theſe circum- 
ſtances were confirmed by a variety of evi- 
dences, and many more, too long to relate 
here. 
Another evidence (a Gentleman that happened 
to be preſent when the priſoner was in the 
round-houſe, and who ſpared no pains to trace 
the matter) depoſed, that he having heard that 
the deceaſed had been at Hampton Court, went 
thither, and was informed be had, and that 
Baron Bothmar had given him two guineas, 
each of the Turks one, and that he had been 
preſented to his Majeſty, who gave him ſome 
guineas alſo, but what number he had not 
leaint; ſo that it appcared very probable, that 
it was their generoſity that brought the unfor- 
tunate gentleman to that tragical end. . 
The priſoner being called upon to make his 
defence, denied his Knowing any thing of the 
matter; and it having been proved that they 
went out together about ſix o'clock, was aſked 


what became of his friend, the deceſed, after- 
wards? to which he anſwered, they went to 
the Crown and there parted, he going one way, 
and the deceaſed another. Being aſked where 
he was at night? He ſaid he was. all night at 
the night- cellar at Charing-croſs, (as it N 
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716 Trial of Jon MovsrIzuxs, 
ed, they having ſent to enquire, that he Was fro 
after. 10 o'clock till next morning, drinking 
with porters, chairmen, and ſuch like company, oy 
which he ſaid he did for his diverſion, but, more 
provobly to divert the horror of his mind). but 
eing called upon to prove where he was from 
fix o'clock till eight, he faid he was at Knight 
Coffee-houſe, but could no produce the leaſt proof 
of it. Being aſked, how he came by the de- 
ceaſed's rings, medals, belt, pocket-book, letter- 
caſe and cane, he anfwer'd, that he had paid 
two guineas for the deceaſed's paſſage from 
Holland, 75. per week for his diet, and lent him 
money at ſeveral times; the deceaſed had put 
all his effects into his hands on thefe. ac- 
counts. Being aſked how he came to have the 
wig that it appeared the deceaſed was murdered 
in, he gave no anſwer, Being aſked, how 
his knife came by the pond-fide where the deceaſed 
was murdered, he alledged, that the deceaſed 
borrowed. it of him. 8 
The only evidences he called were two foreign 
women, Cornelia Van Polberg and Joanna Ra- 
chel Van Stanfleet; the ſum of whofe evidence 
amounted only to this, that they had known that 
the. priſoner had uſed to bleed at the nofe. By 
that he endeavoured to account for the bloodi- 
neſs. of his ſhirt ; but being again aſked how they 
2 to be wet and dirty; he ſaid he let them 
The Jury conſidering the whole matter, 
without heſitation, found him guilty of all 
2 indictments, and he received ſentence of 
It is remarkable, that the priſoner's bringing 
away fome things of the deceaſed's of ſo -1m 
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alue, as particularly, the belt and wigs; which 
Was not oy very OTE but ſuch for which 
no man would have given half a crown, car- 
ries in it ſtrong indications of the infatuation 


of perſons. guilty of barbarous acts of inhuma- 


has ended the priſoner's trial, for a murder 

5 barbarous as it was providentially diſco- 
ered, and induſtrjouſly traced, by perſons who 
ad no other motiyes hut thoſe of humanity and 
uſtice ; and he apprehended ſo opportunely, that, 
in all probability, he might, in one hour more 
ms out of the reach of the avengers of 
blood. oy | 
The Ordinary gives the. following account of 
in. He ſaid he was twenty ſeven years of 
ze, and born at Enwegen in Gelderland; that 
he had been brought up in the buſineſs of 
merchandizing, and the chief commodities he 
ommonly dealt in were wines and brandy, which 

bought in the Low Countries and imported 
nto England. The religion he profeſſed was 
he Roman-catholic. 

As to the fact he was tried and condemned 
„ er he at firſt ſtiffly denied it, and would fain 
ave perſuaded me, that he was perfectly igno- 
. int and innocent of it; and that he had been 
y | perion of good life and converſation in his 
m en country. Upon which I told him, that 

ho I could not charge him with other crimes, 
. having no — of him before, yet this, 

„ which he ſtood condemned, was fo evidently 
nd fully proved upon him, that I wondered he 
lurſt deny it, conſidering that ſuch denial could 
ot clear him before God nor men, neither would 
avail him in the leaſt as to bis ſtate in this 

world, 
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#13 Trial of Jonn Moxsrixuns, 
world, but would greatly aggravate his Tins a 
condemnation in the ſight of God, and makehi 
infinitely worſe as to his future tate. in f 
, 
Being informed, that ſome time ago hei 
tended to have married a Dutch woman, a Pr 
teſtant; and that one of the conditions of 
contract between them was, that he ſhould lea 
the Church of Rome and embrace the Proteſt: 
Religion, I aſked him whether it was ſo? he a 
ſwered, it was. Then aſking him further, wh 
ther he was ſtill in the ſame mind, that is, wh 
ther he would now (as to his charge) do for 
good of his ſoul, what he promiſed to perfo 
for his love's ſake, and would be a Proteft: 
whether he lived or died? he anſwered, at 
that he would; but after ſome time, ſaid, 
as he ſuppoſed both religions were good, and 
he was to die very ſoon, that then he had n« 
ther time, nor indeed any proper or free diff 
ſition of mind, under his preſent diſtraction at 
diſquietude, to attend any inſtruction relating 
thoſe points or principles, wherein they differ 
one from the other; and conſidering alſo, 
he was born in the Roman Communion, ſo 
thought it not fit to renounce it, and embra 
another; which he might (for aught.he knen 
have done, were he to have lived longer int 
world; for he was inclinable enough, from 
inſtructions he had received of me fince 
confinement in Newgate (both before and aft 
his condemnation) to believe, that of the tw 
the Proteſtant religion was the beſt, He fol 
agreed with me, that he profeſſed he relied ( 
the alone merits of Jeſus Chriſt for the pard 


of his ſins; and that he looked upon him as! 
* 0 


for Murder. 119 
only Mediator between God and man, and 
hoped to be ſaved by him. 284 

Here (after ſome further inſtructions to ſet 
him forward in the right way) J preſſed him to 
a free confeſſion of all his ſins in general, and 
in particular of that enormous crime of murder, 
which had brought him to this ſhameful and un- 
timely death. ä 

Whereupon he (though he poſitively denied 
it before) now owned that he was guilty of it, 
but ſaid, the deceaſed having firſt began a quar- 
rel with hin, they both by conſent went out 
together to decide the difterence by dint of 
ſwotd. | 

This he alledging for his pretence as legal (at 
leaſt allowable) way, to aſk, and receive ſatis- 
faction for affronts and injuries given, was pre- 
ſently ſhewn his great miſtake herein, and his 
indiſpenſable duty and intereſt to repent, Be- 
ſides, I told him, that if that was a duel, I 
greatly ſuſpected him to be the aggreſſor, but 
could not think otherwiſe than that this murder 
was by him committed without provocation, and 
with all the aggravations of baſeneſs and barba- 
rity imaginable. Fo which he faid little or no- 
thing but this: I am now to ſatisfy the law for it, 
and pray God to have mercy upon my foul. Then! 
went on in exhorting him to repentance, and 
ſuch a one too, as might be proportionable to 
his high crime, crying with David, Pſalm 
xxi. 12. Deliver me from blood-guiltineſs, C 
Lord | 

Before I parted at that time, when I had a 
long conference with him, I found he wa 

ſomething moved, and ſeemed to relent. I de- 
lired him for God's ſake, and his ſoul's to tell 
Vor, II. M me 
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me what crimes of that nature, or what other 
heinous ſins he had committed before, either in 
his own country, or any where elſe. To which 
he replied, that he had formerly fought ſeveral 
duels with officers and other gentlemen, wound. 
ing ſome of them, but never killed any ; and 
that as to other matters, he had lived, like other 
young gentlemen, not ſo well, he muſt confeſs, 
as he ſhould have done, for which he implored 
God's mercy and pardon. 
Being not fully ſatished with this confeſſion, 
I further deſired him to declare freely and inge- 
nuouſly, what was the true cauſe of his com- 
mitting that murder? To which he giving no 
anſwer, his ſilence put me upon aſking him this 
plain queſtion, which I preſſed him to anſwer 
poſitively one way or other, viz, Whether he 
did not kill the deceaſed with an intent of taking 
his money and other goods ? whereto he made 
this only reply, ſure enough ; and would ſay no 
more, nor expreſs that ſorrow he ſhould have 
had for the great evil he had done, and the guilt 
he thus contracted by his commiſſion of ſuch an 
inhuman and bloody fact; I endeavoured all I 
could to make him thoroughly ſenſible of his fin 
and miſery. How affected he was with what I 
had ſaid, and what were his inward thoughts, I 
know not, but his outward appearance diſcovered 
his not being much concerned. And this hard 
temper I was afraid would continue with him 
till the time of his death ; but through God's 
great mercy it did not, for at the nearer approach 
of it, I found that what had been laid before 


him to bring him to repentance, began to make 


ſome impreſſion on him, and to mollify his ob- 
durate heart. 


Then 
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for Murder. 121 
Then he expreſſed great grief for all his ſins, 


and particularly the heinous crime that had 


brought this ſevere puniſhment upon him, and 


he fully confeſſed, that he was guilty of wilful 


murder ; that the perſon he killed had not in the 


| [caſt provoked or challenged him to it, and that 


out cf a covetous, malicious, and cruel heart he 
did it, thinking to find with the deceaſed a great 
deal of gold, money, &c. but he was diſap- 


pointed therein, for he found but little of that. 


about him. The manner of his committin 

that barbarous murder (which he ſaid none but 
himſelf knew any thing of, or was concerned 
in) was by a hammer he carried in his pocket 
for that purpoſe, and with which he ſtruck him 
in divers x 05d on the head, and other parts. 
When he had made an end of this his confeſſion 
] repreſented to him the horrid nature of that 
fact, and the greatneſs of his guilt, earneſtly ex- 
horting him duly to conſider it, and take it to 


heart, to the end he might ſo repent of it, as 
to obtain God's pardon for it, without which 


he muſt be eternally miſerable. 

With ſuch exhortations as I thought moſt 
proper to move, I endeavoured to redeem him 
out of his dangerous ſtate. And this I did till 


he was carried to the place of execution, where 


| attended him. When I was withdrawn from 


him, he defired the ſtanders by to take warning 


by him, and pray for his departing foul. Then 


the cart drew away, and he was turned off, call- 


8 God. 
e was executed at Tyburn December 20, 
171. 
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The Trial of Maxy Irsl EY and ELIzA 
BETH RICKETS, for Murder. 


ARY IPSLEY and ELIZABET 
RICKETS, of the pariſh of Eling 
were indicted for themurder of a perſon unknown 
the 27th of December, 1717. 
Elizabeth Stephens depoſed, that ſhe came te 
Mary Ipſley's houſe four days before the deceaſed 
came, and was to be there as a ſervant for he 
diet and lodging ; that on the Monday befor 
Chriſtmas day, the deceaſed came to her miſ 
treſs's houſe denring lodging; that ſhe called fo 
ſome drink, and eat ſome bread and. cheeſe, and 
went to bed; that between eleven and twely 
o'clock, ſhe heard her cry out for help, and wi 
going up ſtairs, but Mary Ipſley would not ſuf 
fer her, threatning ſhe would knock her brain 
out; that ſhe then went to go out at the ſtree 
door, but it being locked = could not ; tha 
her miſtreſs bidding her go to bed, ſhe took { 
candle and went to bed up another pair of ſtairs 
but heard nothing of the vc oman the next day 
nor ever ſaw her any more till the Monday fol 
low ing. 5 
She added, that on the Tueſday night, twe 
men, one of whoſe names was Thomas Engliſh 
lay in the fame room where the woman lay, and 
that the next morning when he came down h 
ſaid there was a dead corpſe ; that Thomas Eng 
i.ſh went away and came no more till the Mon 
day following; that then there was a coffin ſe 
below ſtairs, and that Thomas Engliſh brough 


down a dead woman quite naked as ever ſhe w: 
| born; 
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for Murder. 123 
born; that fhe looked in the coffin, ſaw the wo- 
man lying in it, and a child laid in her arms 
that the fame day there was a cart came, and the 
cofin was put into the cart, in order to its be- 
ing carried to be buried at Ealing ; that her miſ- 
treſs deſired Thomas Engliſh to drive the cart, 
but he would not, but went away. | 
Mary Webb depoſed, that Mary Ipſley hired 
ler cart, giving her two ſhillings to carry the 
corpſe to Ealing; that a boy drove the cart, and 
that ſhe went along with it; that by the way 
the horſe fell down, upon which Mary Ipfl ey 
cried out, and ſhe aſked her what ſhe was afraid 
of; ſhe" replied, ſhe was afraid the coffin would 
burſt open; that ſhe anſwered her again, ſuppoſe 
it had, what then ? ſhe hoped ſhe had not buried 
the corpſe naked ? ſhe replied no, ſhe had buried 
her in a white mantie; and that it was a woman 
who had died in a convulſion fit, but ſaid no- 
thing of a child, DESI | 
Mr. Fillet, the Curate of Ealing, depoſed, 
that he gave the Clerk orders, that when any 
perſons were to be buried to let him know of it 
before-hand, that he might be in the way; that 
there were two children to be buried the zoth of 
December, and he having been invited to dine 
that day with the church-warden of Brentford, 
be defired him to let him know when they 
would be ready, and he would be there as ſoon 
as they, and that the Overſeer of Brentford and 
his wife dined there alſo ; that after dinner he 
went to Ealing, and the children being brought 
there to be buried, he looked behind him, and 
law a coffin in à cart, upon which he aſked the 
Clerk from whence it cams? he anſwered, from 
Tumble dnwn Dicks at Brentford. 
M 3 He 
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Hie then aſked the Clerk if there was a graye 
ready for it? He anſwered, there was one al- 
moſt ready. He enquired if the bell had gone 
for it, and was anſwered, no. He then enquited 
of the priſoner who the perſon to be buried was ? 
She anſwered, a penſioner's wife that came to 
her houſe the laſt night, and was taken with a 
very. viclent fit, and continued in it till ſhe died, 
He ſaid that was a little odd, He . aſked her, if 
ſhe had acquainted the Church-warden or Over- 
ſeer of the poor with it? ſhe anſwerd ſhe had, 
He aſked her, if ſhe was ſure of it? ſhe faid, ſhe 
acquainted them with it, He aſked, when ? She 
replied, about two or three hours ago. He aſked 
her again if ſhe was ſure ſhe had. She then 
ſnapped at him, and ſaid, dont I tell you fo? 
that then he anſwered her it was falſe, for he 
had been for four hours at the Church-warden's 
houſe, dined there, and the Overſeer with him, 
and if fo he fheuld have heard of it. To which 
ſhe made him no anſwer. He then told her, I 
muſt ſuſpe& you, I will ſee the corpfe. She 
replied, can you anſwer that? he made anſwer, 
I can't tell ” av bo I can or not, however I will 
try for once. With that ſhe came and whiſpered 
hem, telling him in the ear the died of a very 
bad diſtcmper, ſhe is all over full of plague ſpots; 
that then he replied, let it be pox or plague, he 
did not fear; he was in the way of his duty, and 
with the help of God he would ſee. Then ſhe 
came to him again, and faid, to tell you the 
truth, ſhe has no ſhroud on; to which he re- 
plicd, the more beaſt you then, and defired what 
women were preſent to inſpe& the corps, and 
alſo that the men would withdraw at a diſtance 
from it, but obſerved how Mary Ipſley behaved 

| a herſelf; 
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herſelf; and when the top of the coffin was 
raiſed at the head and about Half open, ſhe ran 
to it, put her hand into the coffin, took the 
corpſe hold about the head or neck and ſhook it. 
He aſked her, what that was for, and ſhe anſwer- 
ed ro make her purge and ſtink them all out of 
the Church. That after the women had viewed 
it he was informed indeed that the corpſe was 
ſtark naked, as when born, and that they ſaw 
marks of violence and barbarous uſage z and that 
there was a young child in the coffin. 

James Scot, the Clerk, depoſed, that on the 
zeth of December, about three hours before the 
corpſe came, a woman came from Tumble down 
Dic#s at Brentford, and ordered him to make a 
grave for a woman, who was a penfioner's wife 
that had died at her miftreſs's. He aſked her 
why ſhe did not ſend to have the bell rung ? The 
woman anſwered, ſhe did not know, that he 
made the grave and the corpſe was brought, and 
that Mr. F illet talking with him about it, he ſaid 
I am in a ſtrange hurry of mind, and am 
taken with a trembling and ſo ſtrange, I can't 
tell what is the matter with me; I with this wo- 
man is not murdered; I will have the coffin 
opened before I. bury her: that when the Mi- 
niſter would have the coffin opened, ſhe told him 
the deceaſed had the plague and ſtunk, and was 
ſo naſty that it was not fit to be ſeen. He went 
on and confirmed what the Miniſter had befor 
related. | 

Sarah Barker depoſed, that ſhe was one of 
the perſons defired to view the body, and that 
| ſhe found no plague ſpots as the priſoner had 
laid, but- that there was a black place on — 
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fide of her head, and a lock of hair all blood 

and clotted by her ear. T5 155 
Mary Scot depoſed, that Mr. Fillet aſke 
Mary Ipſley When the woman died? ſhe an 
ſwered, the night before; Then he aſked he 
why ſhe buried it ſo ſoon ? that ſhe replied, thy 
died of the pox and the plague, and ſtunk ſo 
that ſhe was not able to bear her in the hauſe 
Gat they afterwards opened the coffin, and Mar 
pſley thruſt in her hand as before related 3. th; 
they found the corpſe naked, and à child at the 
end of the coffin, lying under the deceaſed' 
feet, one fide of her head was bruiſed, and he 
hair matted with blood, and blood came out of 
one ear and one noftril, and ſhe had received 
much more damage than uſual, and was not 
ragged, but ſeemed to have been cut, for the 
length of an inch and more. There was ne 
ſpot on the woman's body, but a clean corple 
rom head to foot; there was a caul over the 
face of the child, one of the women pulled it 
off, and there was no noſe but what was flat 
even with the face, only two noſtrils did ap 
"= This was alſo confirmed by Mrs, 

loyd. ed 

NIrs. Preſton, a Midwife, depoſed the ſame 
with the other waman, adding, that the blood 
ſtood in the ear of the deceaſed ready to run; 
that there were two places on each fide of her 
mouth that looked as if they had been hurt, and 
from her. ſhoulder to her elbow. as if there had 
been hard gripes, a very great bruiſe on the right 
ſide of her belly, and that there was ſuch a va- 
cancy that no child ever made in a woman by its 
birth; that the caul being taken from over the 
child's face, the noſe was flat, and the noſtrils 
| bloody, 
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Joody, and the blood fle V out of the child's mouth 
n a bladder, and there was a bruiſe on its head 
nd the right ſide of the neck, and that the child 
vas at its full time; and upon the whole, ſhe 
lid not believe the life of the woman and the 
hill went out by the common courſe of na- 
urc. | 
Mrs. Baniſter confirmed what the other evi- 
fence h-d ſaid; and depoſed, it was her opinion, 
hat the Jecealed had been cut, for that no wo- 
an ever received ſo much damage, or could by 
he birth of a child; and that the child had no 
oſe, only noſtrils, and was as flat as the back of 
he hand. ; 
Mrs. Levings, another midwife, alſo con- 
rmed what che other cyidences had faid; and 
added, ſhe did believe the woman was drained 
Iry, REGE ſe never purged in the coffin firſt 
or laſt. 
Jane Round depoſed, that ſhe having viewed 
he body, and being of opinion that ſhe had been 
arbarouſly uſed, went to Mary Ipſley, and de- 
ired her to declare the whole matter, and who 
ad been guilty of that barbarity, and not to go 
o fave others and hang herſelf; telling her ſhe 
clieved ſomebody deſerved to be hanged. That 
ne made anſwer, ſhe knew nothing of the matter; 
nat there being a woman ſitting at ſome diſtance 
rom her, whom ſhe called nurſe, ſhe ſaid, 
what was done ſhe did. The woman anſwered, 
Ay, landlady, but you faid I ſhould come to 
no trouble. That Mary Ipſley replied, Ay, girl, ſo 
did; no more ſhall you. 
Mr. Gilbert depoſed, that he was deſired to ſee. 
the body, but it was about eight days after it had 
been buried, and he found it as had been before 


teſtified, 
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teſtified, and that the Rectum was much dilace. 
rated ; that he opened the body and found it clean 

and ſound. | 8 
Mary Ipſley pleaded in her defence, that the 
deceaſed came to her houſe on the Monday before 
Chriſtmas Day in a very poor condition, and 
deſired ſhe might lodge there that night, but ſhe 
refuſed to let her, till by the perſuaſions of ſome 
men, who were drinking there, ſhe did; that 
the deceaſed ſaid ſhe would go to London early 
the next morning; that about ꝙ o'clock next 
morning ſhe ſent to call her, but no anſwer was 
made, and wondering at it, they went up to 
ſee, and found her in a fit; that the got geneva 
and rubbed her temples, got ſack and black 
cherry-water, and her teeth being ſet they could 
not get it down her throat; that foon after ſhe 
ſeemed to be a little recovered by lying ſtill, but 
ſoon after ſhe fell into another fit, and ſo con- 
tinued all day on Wedneſday : on Thurſday ſhe 
fell into her fits again, and continued in and out 
of them all Thurſday, and fo Friday and Satur- 
day; and ſhe never heard her ſpeak from the 
time ſhe came till ſhe died; and on Sunday 
morning, a woman that came with her from 
Windſor, and tended her as a nurſe, went up 
ſtairs'to ſee how the did, and came down in a 
fright and ſaid ſhe was in labour; they went 
up immediately, and both ſhe and the child were 
dead, the child being dead born. She alfo called 
perſons who endeavoured to invalidate the evi- 
dence of Elizabeth Stephens, by giving her the 
character of a looſe perſon, and called the Over- 
ſeer to teſtify ſhe had told him of a perſon that 
was taken ill in her houſe of convulſion fits, and 
that ſhe did apply herſelf to him for a * 
Cn fig ho er. 


her, She alſo. called a mid wife and ſurgeon, 
who endeavoured to account for the extraordi- 
nary delaceration, ſuppoſing it not to be cut, but 
that it was poſſible it might be torn by the ſtrength 
| of the convulſions (tho' this was ſtrenuouſly op- 
| poſed in court, and with ſtrong reaſons) and 
that the child had been dead three days - before 
the birth, 

Upen the whole, there being no-evidence that 
affected Elizabeth Rickets; and the evidence 
againſt Mary Ipſley, tho ſtrange, being but pre- 
ſumptive, they were both acquitted. - 
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The Trial of HENRY WHITEHEAD, for @ 
Miſdemeanor. 


ENRY WHITEHEAD was indicted at the 
1 Old Bailey, the roth of Jan. 1718, that 
he being ill affected to his Majeſty, and Govern- 
ment, endeavouring to ſeduce perſons from al- 
legiance to his Majeſty, did ſay, King George 
Was an Uſurper, The evidence for the King de- 
led as follows: | 

Thomas Biddle depoſed, that the priſoner 
having been a lodger in his houſe, .owed him 
ome money; and having given a note, came to 
pay him the money, but did not pay him all: That 
then they fell into public diſcourſe about pub- 
e affairs; the priſoner ſpoke very ſlightingly of 


pon he (the Witneſs) replied, you clergymen pray 
Hing George: that the priſoner replied, he uſed 
| indeed 


lhe King's title and Government; and that there- 


letter to the priſoner, and ſent it to him 


Was very full of reflections upon Mr. Biddle 


not a baſtard, then King George was an Uſurp 


might not breathe long. But, however, his b 


of that nature, but that he would pay Biddle 
money. That they then parted ; and ſome tid 


upon they went to Juſtice Hill, and got a ws 
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indeed the expreſſion, VIE SHALL PRAY, a 
added, King George is an Uſurper. 

Ebenezer Tull depoſed, that Thomas Biddl 
having complained to him, that, the profecuto 
owed him money, and could not get it of him 
he told him that; if he pleaſed, he would get 
of him, and it ſhould not coſt him a farthing 
to which he conſented. Whereupon he wrote 


Newington. Upon which he came to him, 


and took notice of Biddle's charging him .wi 
the expreſſions mentioned in the indictment, a 
owned he faid, that if the Pretender, as! 
was called, was King James's ſon, and 


- — 


To which he replied, that if he perfiſted in ſu 
talk it might perchance bring him into ſome | 
conveniences. The priſoner anſwered, he didi 
ſo, and ſhould ſay it as long as he breath 
To which he replied, that if he did, perhaps 


ſineſs with him was not in relation to any thi 


0 
ss 


after he went Biddle, and demanded: the not 
which was for thirty ſhillings, and taking the n 
laid him down thirty ſhillings and tore the no 
Upon this Mr. Biddle came to him again, a 
complained of the taring the note. That ther 


222 


rant to take him up for taring the note, and we 
to go with him to Mr, Biddle to make iti 
But he keeping out of the way, and meet 
with him accidentally at the Caſtſe Inn in Woe 
ſtreet, got him apprehended, In ſome diſcouſ 
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ke remembered him of the words he had ſaid. 


To which he replied, that if the Pretender, ſo 
called, was not a baſtard, both Queen Anne 
and King George were uſurpers. This was con- 
firmed by the conſtables. And he being ap- 
prehended, was carried before Sir John Fryer, 
only on account of tearing the note. | 

The matter being compoſed as to that, Sir 
John enquired of the perſons if they would pro- 


ſecute him upon thoſe expteſſions; but they de- 


elining it, he was diſcharged. But Sir John con- 
ſidering afterwards, that ſuch expreſſions were 
of ill conſequence to be tolerated, ſent for 
him again, and bound the evidence to proſe- 
cute. 

The priſonèer, in his defence, recriminated 
upon Biddle, ſaying, he was enquiring of him 
what news: he anſwered, all you Jacobite rogues 
are ſpoiled now, and the baſtard the Pretender 


was fled beyond the Alps. That thereupon he 


replied, it was well if the Pretender was a baſtard, 
or elſe King George was an uſurper. He like- 
wiſe objected againſt the Manner of his com- 
mitment, in that Sir John Fryer, when he had 
been carried before him on account of the note 
only, and the matter being agreed, and he diſ- 
charged, and the other perſons, Mr. Biddle and 
Mr. Full, had declined proſecuting him on ac- 


count of theſe expreſſions, that Sir John ſhould | 


ſend Or him again, and obliged them to pro- 
ſecute him. 5 
As to that he was anſwered by the court (in Sir 
John Fryer's hearing, he being on the bench) that 
their opinion did differ from his in that matter; 
for they thought he had done very well, and but 
what was his duty to do, for 2s much as the to- 
Vol. II. N lerating 
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lerating perſons to talk after that ſeditious man” 


ner would be of very pernicious conſequence' 
and that King me title to the crown did 
not depend upon the Pretender's being a baſtard; 
for that he had a very good and legal title to it, 
whether the Pretender was the fon of King 
James or not. 

Being aſked, if he would call any evidences, 
he called three perſons, one of whom had 
known him fix weeks, another ſix months, and 
another a year; who indeed did not ſay much 
to the purpoſe. One faid he had heard, and 


known him pray for the King (as he thought; 


another had known him drink the King's 
health. But this availed but little; and the 
Jury thought the fact plain enough to find him 
guilty of the indictment; and the Court fined 
him twenty marks, and fix months impriſon- 
ment. | 


* 
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The Trial of ABIOAL Nzwsr RAD, for 
oy Coining. ; 


A BIGAL NEWSTEAD was indicted at the 
Old Bailey, Jan. 1718, for High Treaſon, 


in counterfeiting, forging, and coining of forty 


pieces of copper, tin, and other baſe metal, in 


the likeneſs and ſimilitude of half-crowns, and 
forty other pieces in the likeneſs of ſhillings, 
the current coin of the Kingdom, the 2d of No- 
vember. | 

The Council for the King opened the indict- 


ment, ſetting torih the deſt-uctive andp ernicious 
c onſeque nces 
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of ſuch practices; and that in order to detect 
and prevent them, the Lord Sunderland having, 
in October, an information laid before him againſt 
12 or 14 perſons, he fent an order or warrant 
to Capt. Mills, High Conſtable of Holbourn, by 
whoſe diligence many of them had been appre- 
hended, and now were to be brought to Juſ- 
tice. , | 
The firſt evidence againſt the priſoner was 
William Faulkner, who depoſed, that he and 
the priſoner had ſeveral times coined money 
together ; that about two years and a half ago 
they had coined at one time 15. and that the laſt 
time was in her mother's room in Tyburn Road, 
about the middle of June, when they coined 
about 201, that they uſed a houſe in Claremarket, 
and one Parſons, who uſed to deliver it out to 
others to put off, ſelling the ſhillings at two- 
pence per piece, and the half crowns for five 
pence per piece. | 
Mary Kimberly (a girl of 14 years of age) 
depoſed, that the priſoner had uſed to come to 
her mother's room at the Bear and Black- Jack, 
in Diet-ſtreet, near St. Giles's, and did there 
coin money; and particularly in May, that ſhe 
went into a cloſet, and took plaiſter of paris, and 
mixing it with water, made it like paſte; then 
made it into ſquare pieces in the form of à mould, 
and then made a gutter in them and putting a 
thilling into it, tied the two pafts together with 
a ſtring, and laid them at the fire to dry; that 
ſhe then gave her a ſhilling to go to the pew- 
terers to fetch tin, &c. nn. put it into a ſauce- 
pan and melted it, poured it into the mould, and 
took it, cut off the rugged pieces round the eyes, 
and afterwards filed them to make the graining, 
N 2 then 
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boiled them in a pot of water and aſhes, and ſent 
her to beg a little ſalt, and then ſcoured them 
with the ſand and falt, and laſt of all took her 
clogs and rubbed the money thereon to dull it 
by dirting it, and then her mother and the pri- 
ſoner went out together (as ſhe ſuppoſed) to 
put it off, and came in no more that night, 

William Kimberly (a lad of about fixteen 
years of age) depoſed, that he being in bed in the 
garret in May laſt, coming down ſtairs, ſaw the 
priſoner coming in his mother's room; he ſaw 
her pour the metal into a mould, like what boys 
uſe to caſt chuckers in, and take the money 
Out. 

Mary Wilſon depoſed, that ſhe lodged in the 
ground room of the ſame houſe with the pri- 
foner's mother in Tyburn Road, and going up 
to their room one morning to light ſome fmall- 
coal, ſaw a great deal of counterfeit money ly- 
ing there, and ſome boiling over the fire in water 
and afhes; at which ſhe was much ſurprized, 
and. two or three days after, taking an oppor- 
tunity to aſk her why ſhe would be concerned 
in ſuch ill and dangerous practices, ſhe made 
very light of it; ſaying, ſhe would venture her 
life to ſerve her friend, 

Catharine Mackoon depoſed, that ſhe had 
ſeveral times counterfeit money of her, twenty 
half-crowns at one time, at 5d per piece, at 
the Jack-a-dandy in Drury Lane, and 3d. at a- 
nother time. 

The priſoner denied the fact, and that ſhe had 
ever been privately in Faulkner's company theſe 
three years. She likewiſe denied ever having 
been at Kimberly's houſe; and urged, that the 
5 evidences 
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evidences ſwore againſt her falſly, to take 
away her life for the lucre of reward. | 
On hearing the evidence, the Jury found 
her guilty of the indictment, and ſhe received 
ſemence of death, but was afterwards tranſ- 
gorteds nn 
The Trial of RoBtzrT TiepinG and 
TnouaAs, PRAcock, for Mutiny on board 


a ſhip. 


OBERT TIPPING and THOMAS PEA- 

COCK were indicted at a Court of Ad- 
miralty at the Old Bailey, April 1, 1718, for that 
they, on the zoth of November in the year1715, 
on the High Seas, at a place called Bona Viſta, 
in the dominions of Portugal, being on board a 
merchant's ſhip called the Angleſea, whereof 
damue! Randal was maſter, made a revolt in the 
ſhip, and the ſaid Samuel did aſſault and con- 
fine, for two hours, to the evil example of 
others. 

The Council for the King opened the indict- 
ment, ſetting forth, that it was grounded on an 
act of Parliament, made in the 12th year of 
King William, which was again renewed in 
the firſt year of his preſent Majeſty ; whereby it 
is enacted, that whoſoever on board a ſhip on 
the High Seas, ſhall aſſault the maſter, and 
1 make a mutiny in the ſhip, ſhall be deemed * 
guilty of pyracy; and that the priſoners, being 
on board a merchant's ſhip called the Angleſea, 
D 
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whereof Samuel Randal was maſter, bound for 
Guinea and the Weſt-Indies, did on the 3oth 
| N43 | of 


Z | 
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of November 1715, on the High Sea, near 4 
place called Bona Viſta, concert meafures to 
feize on the maſter of the ſaid ſhip, and cargo, 
and to go a pyrating in the faid ſhip, which 
fit for that purpoſe, having before been a thip of 
war; and did firſt ſeize on the maſter by forei 
and arms, making him priſoner in his cabin, 
keeping him ſo for two hours, and afterwards 
ſet the maſter and mate on ſhore on an uninhabited 
ifland, near Bona Viſta, one of the Cape de Verde 
iflands, not allowing them any proviſions to ſub- 
ſiſt on: that having then failed away to the Iſle 
of May, where were ſeveral Engliſh ſhips, and 
the matter being diſcovered, and ſome boats 
ſent out in purſuit of them, they- cut their 
cable, and fatled away te the ifland of Tuego, 
cruiſing, where the ſhip was taken by the 
French, who ſent them to Brazil, and after- 
wards to England; and ſupported their charge 
by the following witneſſes. | 

- John Clark depoſed, that he was ſhipped on 
board the Angleſea, at Montferrat, the Auguſt 
before ; and that being at a place called Bona 

Viſta, one of the Cape de Verde Iſlands, about 
the latter end of October, it being about ſeven 
or eight o'clock at night, being a- ſleep forward 
in the ſhip, was awaked by the-diſcharge of a 
blunderbuſs; and that going to the ſteerage the 
door, Thomas Peacock ſtood centinel there; bin 

. with a cutlaſs in bis hand; and pointing it at Mer 
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his breaſt, threatned, that if he offered to come ( 
any farther, he would run him through; that An 
s thereupon ke retired; that the Captain was ( 


| then in the cabbin ; but what was done there he mat 
could not fay, not being permitted to go in thi- 


ther: and fome ſmall time after, the Captain, . 
| Samuek 
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damuel Randal, came out of the ebm, weep- 
ing and wringing his hands; that he thereupon 
aſked him what was the matter? hat the oc- 
cafion of his grief 1 To . he tit 
that they were turning him out of I 

2 Rint ace e er ef = 
him to che boat, armed with cutlaſſes, F ng 
whom were che prifoners: that they put him 
into the boat, and carried him to an uninhabited 
land, about a league diſtant from the From 
iland Bona Viſta. That the Captain be gecd 
heartily for Chriſt's ſake, that they would let 
him have ſome of his wine and rum 9 with 
him, for his ſupport; and that Robert Tipping 
curſed: and ſwore at him, 7 J 0 him he Paul 
hade none of it, and that if he did nat put o 
brat preſently, he would 25 upon him; and Mera 
Edwards was the moſt barbarous man to the 
Captain of all the ſhip's crew. 

Court. Who wi it that turned the maſter 
out of the ſhip? ) | 

Clark, All the ſhip's crew, except Mr. Tur- 
ner the mate. 

Na Did they force him to go out of the 

Clark. Yes, they forced him ; there were five 
or fix of them to guard him to the boat, and 
they forced him into it; and would not permit 
tim to ftay after he was in the boat above hive 
or ſix minutes. 

Council, Was not Peacock ſecond mate of the 
Angleſea ? 

lark. Yes, he was ſhipped at Antigua as 
mate, but the maſter had turned him out; and 
he had huffed Capt. Randal, and told him he 
tas a better man than he. | 


Frazier, 
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Frazier. We being at Bona Viſta, I wa 
aſleep in the. ſteerage, and was awaked by the 
report of a blunderbuſs ; and there being a light 
in the cabbin, I ſaw Peacock in the ſteerage 
with a cutlaſs in-his-hand, and Robert Tippin 
upon the yarnings with another in his hand, — 
James Edwards with a cutlaſs in one hand, and 
a piſtol, in the other; and I was ordered to get 
the boat ready, and the Captain was forced into 
the boat, and ſet on ſhore on an uninhabited 

. iſland near Bona Niſtaa. 
Court. Robert Tipping, what have you to ſay 
r RUN I RI | 
Tipping. I was. ſhipped at Antigua, to go to 
Montferrat, and from thence to Guinea. We 
ſtaid about five weeks at Madeira, and then we 
failed, and. put into the iſland bf, of---the 
devil---Bona Viſta. - The Captam had made 
away a great deal of the ſhip's cargo. The 
captain and chief mate quarrelled, and made at 
one another with cutlaſſes; and the captain went 
on - ſhore, and brought ſeveral Portugueze on 
board with him, and then went away again: 
and Roffe told Randal, he had made away with 
the ſhip's cargo. I muſt confeſs that Mr. Randal 
was barbarouſly uſed, but J had no hand in it. 
Captain Randal deſired me to ſtand by, him; 
told him, I would, to the laſt drop of my blood, 
- He bid me go into the ſteerage and take arms; 
I did, and took a muſket, He bid me go and 
fink the boat; I went, and found the boat 
hawled up on the Larboard fide, and a man in 
it, upon which J durſt not fire into it. The 
captain told me, the men were going to carry hin 
away from the ſhip on re, and deſired me to get 
him ſome rum. "I'nere was a 25 gallon 55 
below, 


ee co” tio Gowns e CV EOUM 


below, and while I was 
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getting it, Hen 
Brown told me, that if I brought any thing ont 
would kill me. I anſwered, I had a 25 gatton caſt 


of my own, fure I might do what I would with 


that; and when I came up the captain was 
gone. The next morning we ſet fail, and came 
to the iſle of May, where there were ſeveral 
Engliſh ſhips. There - John Williams, James 
Edwards, and --- Roffe. went on board the 
Hayes Galley, and | gave notice of the captain's 
treatment and the ſhips that were there fired 
upon us, and ſent out boats after us; and Hum- 
phry Broom cut the cable, hoiſted the gibb and 
main-ſail, .and worked the ſhip himſelf, made 
off, and failed away to the iſland of F uego, and 
| refuſed to man the ſhip, or do any thing but 
my own buſineſs, being the Cooper. Broom 
called me rogue, and ſon of a bitch, and faid I 
bad betrayed them. I told him I had a wife and 
chilaren in England. and would not de an ill thing. 
Broom threatened to murder me, and gave me 
this great cut on my head. I jumped overboard 
to get away, and there were fifteen or twenty 
ſharks ſwimming after me, and one of them 
turned and ſnapt at me. I ſaw a ſloop and told 
them of the captain's misfortune, and defired 
them to ſecure the Angleſea ; and the Angleſea 
was taken by a French ihip bound to Martinico, 
and all the men taken out of it except Frazier, 
and we were carried to Liana in Brazil, and put 
into priſon, and I was tried for my life. From 
thence we were carried to Guinea, thence to 
New York, and then to England. 

— Mr. Clark, did Tipping jump over- 

ard! | | 
Uark, Yes, 


Court, 
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Court. What was his reaſon? 


Clark. Ours was a ſtrange fort of a ſhip , 1 


was neither bark, boat, ſloop, brigantine, not 
hermaphrodite, and they would not let us come 
into the harbour, and came in canoes towards u 
about half a mile. | „ 
Court, Was Tipping wounded by Broom ? 
Clark, I know nothing of that. 
Court. Mr. Tipping, why did not you leap 
over-board at the Iſle of May, and make your 
| eſcape, where were ſeveral Engliſh ſhips you 
_ have gone on board of ? 
Tipping. I was the firſt that betrayed them, 
Court. When you was near the Engliſh ſhips 
at the Iſle of Man, why did you not get 
away. then? © ty oP 
Tipping. When we were there, the ſhip An- 


gleſea was forced out of the road in an hour“ 


time. | 
Council. How long did you continue at the il 
of May ? 


Frazier. About four'or five hours ? 

Council, Who made the diſcovery ? 

Priſoner, I made it. — 

Council, Who did you make it to? 

Priſoner. To the Hayes Galley. 

8 Who was it made the diſcovery, Fn- 

Zier | | 

Frazier. He made no diſcovery at all; it was 
a Frenchman, a-paſſenger, that made the diſco- 
very, to ſome of the men, —_ to the 
Hayes Galley, and Edwards, Wi 
Roffe were detained there. | 

Court. Could the priſoner have gone away i 


any boat at the Iſle of May? 0 
y boa e Ille of May FS 


liams, and 
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Frazier. Ves, in half a dozen if he would; 
there were ſix ſhips there, all of them Sir Wil- 
lam Phippard's ſhiss. | 

Court. Peacock, why did you not go on 
board the Hayes Galley?  . | 

Peacock. J could not. | 

Court. Was Peacock among the reſt, when 
Captain Randal was forced out of the ſhip ? 

Frazier. Yes, he was by with his cutlaſs, when 
the captain was going over the ſhip-ſide, | 

Peacock. I was ordered by the captain to take 
Court. What have you more to ſay for your- 
ſelf, Peacock? „ 
Peacock, | refer to my examination taken 
Doctor's Commons; that is all I have to 
ay. | 


Examination of Thomas Peacock, of Hull 
in the County of York, Mariner, aged 30; 
taken the 12th of Fan. 17165. 


“ That in July 1715, this examinant at An- 
tigua was ſhipped by Mr. Allen, one of the 
owners of the Angleſea (whereof Samuel 
Randal was maſter) to ſerve on board the ſaid 
ſhip as ſecond mate, on a voyage to Guinea 
and the ſaid ſhip proceeded to St. Nicholas, 
and there the ſaid maſter took in a French- 
man, and proceeded from thence to Bona 
Viſta, and arrived there in November, 1715, 
and there John Roffe the chief mate, * 


phry Broom, James Edwards, and John 
Williams, three of the fore-maſt men, forced 
the maſter to go into the boat, and he was 
Werein carried away; and when they . 

« him 
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< him to go out of the ſhip, he wept, and 
& begged they would give him a bottle or two 
of wine, but they reiuſ-d to give him any; 
© and James Turner went away with him in 
© the boat; and the ſaid John Roffe took upon 
& him the command of the fhip, and made the 
% ſaid Humphry Broom his mate, and carried the 
4 ſhip to the Iſle of May, and there the ſaid 
| <<. Roffe, Williams, and Edwards went on board 

« an Engliſh ſhip, and were there detained; 
& and then the ſaid ſhip, and other ſhips: lying 
& there, fired upon the Angleſea, and thereupon 
„ the ſaid Broom cut her cable, and carried her 
© to Fuego, and bought ſome proviſions, and 
« deſigned to return to the Iſle of May; and in 
© their way thither were taken by a French 
„ Ketch, and carried to Cayeune upon. the 
* Coaſt of Brazil, and were there impriſoned 
% near five months, and from thence carried in 
« a French ſhip to Martinico, where Olixer 
« Oliverſon being ſick, was left in the hoſp- 
„ tal, and the examinant, and the reſt of the 
c company, were there put on board tht 
“ Valeur Man of War, and brought therein to 
* England, except the ſaid Humphry Broom, 
« who made his eſcape from the ſaid Man dt 
« War at New York. And farther faith, tha 
<« it was but three or four days, from the time 
ec the Maſter was carricd on — to the time 
« when they were taken by the ſaid Frerci 
« Ketch, THOMAS PEACOCK 


Court. Fave you any thirg more to ſay ! 
Priſoner. No. TELLS 
Court, Have you any thing more to ſay, Till = 


ping? 
* Titpm 
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Thing wiſh Capt. Randal were here, he 
would be an evidence for me. | 

Court. Have you any witneſſes? 

Tipping. I have witneſſes to my reputation. 

Several were called, who gave him the cha- 
rater of an honeſt and orderly man as far as 
the / knew of him. 

Car. There is nothing to be ſaid againſt 
your character in general; but the queſtion is, 
whether you are guilty of the fact ſworn againſt 
you, or not ? 

The Jury having conſidered the matter, found 
them both guilty. 

JAMES EDWARDS, Mariner, was in- 
dicted, for that he, and John Williams not yet 
taken, on the zeth of November in the 2d 
year of his majeſty's reign, upon the High Seas 
near Bona Viſta, in the dominions of Portugal, 
being on board a merchant fhip belonging to the 
ſubjects of Great Britain, called the Angleſea, 
WH whereof Samuel Randal was matter; did en- 
the I deavour to make, and did procure, cauſe, and 
te make revolt in the ſaid ſhip, and there, by force 
ol of arms, the ſaid Samuel Randal, the maſter, did 
mW #llault, confine, and impriſon for the the ſpace 
1 of of two hours. | 


that John Clark depoſed : that as we were ſailing 2 


me between the Iſlands of Palma and Bona Viſta, we 
had lowered the main-fail to jibb, and the Cap- 
tain was ſtanding on the yarnings, and James 
Edwards was ſtanding by; upon which the Cap- 
tain ſaid to Edwards, why will you jre the men © 
bau and tug, ready to tug their arms off, and not 
tear a hand? At which Edwards fell to ſwearing, 
and curſing the Captain, and told him, he ſhould 
nt be Captain of that ſhip long, but they ſhould 
Vol. II. O have 
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4 Captain that would be a man. Upon which 
rebuked him, aſking, How he could treat the Cap- 
tain ſo rudely * To which he replied, that I. fhould 


not keep my poſt long, I ſhould ſoon go to the 


evil. 
- Council, What was done at Bona Viſta? 


Clark. When. we were at Bona Viſta, the 
men revolted againſt the Captain, forc'd him out 
of the ſhip, and ſet him a-ſhore in an Ifland 
uninhabited, and the next morning failed away to 
the Ile of May. 

Court, Did you ſee James Edwards with 
the reſt that forced the Captain out of the 
ſhip ? 

Clark. Yes: be was ſtandirg at the ſhip's ſide, 
with a piſtol in one hand, and 2 cutlaſs i in the 
other. 
Council. Mr. Frazier, give the Court an ac- 
count of what you know in relation to the pri- 
ſoner's aſſaulting and forcing Capt. Randal out 
of his ſhip. 

Frazier. I was in the ſteerage, and ſaw Ed- 
wards there; he told Capt. Randal, that he ſhould 
not lay long there, and forced him out, and would 
not let him ſtay to put his cloaths on, telling him, 
he had no buſineſs there, ſaying, they would have a 
Commander that was a man, and not a fool; that he 
had a cutlaſs in one hand, and a piſtol in the 


other, and forced him into the boat; and Mr. 


Turner, the mate, defired to go along with the 
Captain, and ſhare his fate; and he did ſo. Ihe 


Captain deſired the N would put him aſhore on 
the main Iſland, he ſhould periſh: But the 
priſoner told him, you are not Commander new, and 


you ſhall go where I pleale. 
Court, * 
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Court. How far was the Iſland that the Cap- 
tain was ſet a-ſhore upon from Bona Viſta ? 

Frazier, About a league. L would have had 
them put the Captain upon the Iſland, but they 
would not; and Roffe and Peacock ſaid, he might 
wade over thither at low wacer, 

Priſoner, It is as falſe as God is true. The 
witneſſes ſaid, they would not have ſworn againſt 
me, but for fear I ſhould againſt them. 

Council, Who did they ſay fo to? 

Prifoner. To myſelf. | 

Court, Have you any witncſles to prove 
that! - 

Priſoner. No body but myſelf, I went to 
them ſeveral times while they were in priſon, 
and ſurrendered myle!i voluntarily, 

Court, Did he fo? 

Czuncil. Yes, he did. | 

Priſoner. I went in Capt. Luſam's long-boat 
to fetch Capt. Randal from the Iſland to Cipt. 
Luſam's ſhip; I worked there for my paſſage: 
when I came home, I was in Exeter gaol, and 
tried at the affizes, and acquitted by the Court 
there. | 

Court, Was he tried and acquitted ? 

Council. Yes, my Lord; but it was before the 
Lords of the Admiralty knew any thing of the 
matter, and ſo there was no profecution, 


The Examinaticn of James Edwards, of the Pariſh 
of St. Sepulcher's London, Mariner, aged 338 ; 
taken the 26th of Leb. 1717. 


© 'This examinant ſaith, that he hath uſed. 
* the Seas for twenty years laſt paſt; and in 
* or about the month of Auguſt 1715, he, the 
O2 % examinant, 


cc 
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ter, and the ſaid James Turner, from the ſhip 


went on board the Hayes Galley, where were 


take the ſaid ſhip Angleſea; and he the ex- 
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examinant, was ſhipped at Montſerrat by Mr, 


Andrew Allen, a Merchant there, one of the 


owners of the ſhip Angleſea, to ſerve as a 


foremaſt man on hoard the ſaid ſhip, where- 


of Samuel Randal was maſter, from Mont- 
ferrat to Guinea, and from thence to Eng- 
land, or back to the Weſt-Indies. And far- 
ther faith, that the ſhip being at Bona Viſta, 
within the dominions of Portugal, all the 
company except James Turner the mate, 
mutinied againſt the maſter, and forced him 
to go out of the ſhip; and he, the examinant, 
together with John Williams, Andrew Fra- 
zier, and Oliver Oliverſon, carried the maſ- 


in her boat, and fet them upon a rock or ſmall 
Iſland which was uninhabited and was near 
a large inhabited Ifland, about a mile from 
the place where the ſhip then lay; and then 
they, the examinant, the ſaid John Williams, 
Andrew Frazier, Oliver Oliverſon, returned 
with the faid boat to the ſhip, and the next 
morning carried her to the Iſle of May, 
where John Roffèé the chief Mate, and the 
ſaid John Williams, and he the examinant, 


hve or fix Engliſh Commanders; and he the 
examinant informed them what had happened 
en board the Angleſea; and they thereupon 
detained the ſaid Roffe, Williams, and him 
the examinant, and cauſed the boats belong- 
ing to their ſhips to be manned, in order to 


aminant went in one of the ſaid boats, and 
the ſhips in the harbour fired at the Angleſea, 
and then the men carried her away, and rn, 

| | 5 
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s the examinant, then returned on board the 
* Hayes Galley, and the examinant had his li- 
i « Ys but the ſaid Roffe and Williams were 
{. Cloſe! confined ; and he further ſaid, that 
„ the Hayes chaſed the' Angleſea from eight. in 
„ the evening, till four the next morning, and- 
„ then the moon fettin 25 and her ſails being 
lowered, the Hayes Galley loſt ſight of her, 
* and be the Stannat, continued to work in 
* afifting to lade ſhips at the Iſle of May, 
4 about ten weeks, and then came from thence 
' to England in the ſhip Joſeph (Alexander 
* Hod ge, Maſter,) and the ſaid Roffe and Wil- 
7 — came in the ſame veſſel with the exami- 
þ nant, (he, the ſaid Roffe being confined as a 
* prioner) but the ſaid W iliams and the exa- 
„ minant were to work for their paſſage : ant 
„ he further ſaid, that the Mayor of Dartmouth 
© ſent them all three to Exetet gaol, where the 
„ ſaid Roffe die] in July 1716. And at the 
 allizes at Exeter, in & ſaid year 1716, he, 
i the examinant; and the ſaid Williams were 
„ diſcharged by the Judges, and have had their 
© liberty ever fince that time: and further faith, 
- that about twelve or one of the clock of the 
1 laid day whereon the Hayes Galley had 
* chaſed the Angleſea, (to wit) as ſoon as they 
returned from the ſaid chace, be, the exami- 
* nant, together with the mate, and ſeveral 
* others of the faid Hayes. Galley, went in the 
boat to the large iſland near the rock or {mall 
* iſland before mentioned, where the aforeſaid 
- Capt. Randal and James Turner had been 
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o Ml © put on ſhore, and there found them at the 
( * houſe of the Governor of the fait iſland, and 
id carried them on board the Hayes Galley ; Wh: t 
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é the ſaid James 1 airner there ſhipped himſel 
on board the Happy, of Plymouth, for Bar 
* hadoes, and the 27 Capt. Randal came in 

ce the aforeſarl ſhip, the Foleph, to St. Tagy, 
„ and was there informed that the Anglefe 

C was taken by a French veſſel, and carried t 
% Bravo, and of the Cape de Verde iſlands 

e and that all the reſt of his men were pr. 
„ ſoners in Bravo caſtle; and thereupon be 
„ went on board a ſloop bound thither, in or. 
< der to take care of the ſaid ſhip, and to ſend 
the men to England.“ | 


The mark of + JAMES EDWARDS, 


The priſoner called ſome witneſſes to his re 
putation. | 

'Then the Court ſumming up the evidence, 
the Jury went out, and having conſidered the 
matter, found them all three guilty, and they n- 
ceived ſentence of death. 

Robert Tipping and James Edwards were 
pardoned, and homas Peacock was exe- 
cuted. 

The account the Ordinary gives of him is u 
follows : | | 

That he was thirty-one years of age, born in 
a country village of Trinity pariſh within fi- 
teen miles of Hull, in the county of York, 
that he had uſed the Tea ever ſince he was 
ten or twelve years of age, and had ſerved 
ſor ſome time on board the Newcaſtle and Ney 
Deal, two men of war, but for the moſt part 
had been employed in merchant-men; and in al 
thoſe fervices behaved himſelf unblameabh, 
ſaving in the fact he then ſtood condemned for; 


he expreſſed his ſorrow that he had not, as be 
: | | - ſhould 
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ſhould have done, made uſe of ſome great mer- 


cies he had been favoured with, having been 
delivered in four ſhipwrecks on the coaſt of Hol- 
land, and from Lon other imminent dangers, 


in which the vows-he had made, he had not 
taken care duly to perform, which he ſaid he 
then repented of, and thought was the cauſe 
he was ſo eaſily drawn into the commiſſion of 


the fact he was then to die for, and of which 


he was ſo ſenſible as to ſay, that if God was 
not more merciful to him than he had been to 
his fellow-creatures, he ſhould unavoidably pe- 
riſh; but that it was the firſt criminal fact 
he had been guilty of, to which the ſeverity of 
the Captain had prompted him; but as he 
heartily repented of that, and all other his ſins, 
and begged pardon both of God and thoſe he 
had oftended, ſo he hoped to find mercy with 
God, and to obtain eternal life through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt, | 

At the place of execution he deſired the 
ſtanders-by to take warning by him, and pray 
for him. 8 | 

He was executed at Execution-dock, April 
25, 1718. 


2 8 
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The Trial of Epwazp WiLlL1aMs, and 
others, for Murder and Robbery, 


DWARD WILLIAMS, ELIZABETH 
WILLIAMS, ELIZABETH SIMMER- 


TON, ELIZABETH SHEPHERD, 
and MARY ROBERTS, were indicted at the +» 

Old Bailey, April 23, 1718, upon two indict- 
| | 3 ments 
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ments, the firſt for the murder of Mr. Peter 
Anthony Morteux on the 18th of F ebruary, 
= the cond for robbing him of eight Gui 


Fi Coancit for the King, in opening the 
90 ment, gage, the following characters of 
e priſoners: that Mrs. Simmerton, the miſtreſi 
of the houſe 1 * jo ny unfortunately 
300 his life, was a perſon of vey ill fame, who 
hid for many yeafs 1 5 4 ſa; ious houſe, and 
at thi time Neg in Star Court in the Butcher. 
row, neat Temple bar; that Elizabeth Shepherd 
- was her daughter by à former huſband; who 
Aill tontinued with her as a retainer or plyer; 
chat Mary Roberts and Elizabeth Williams did 
appear to be plyefs at the ſame houſe; - and 
Edward Williams and Percival Hutchinſon 
| Bullies to it; that Mary Roberts was the perſon 
who conducted Mr. Mogeus to the ſaid houſe, 
| Where he was ſoon after found murdered. That 
indeed they had no evidences that were eye- 
witneſſes © of the murder, biit as in clandeſtine 
murder ſuch evidences were hard to be obtained, 
it was indiſpenſably neceſſary to give judgment 
by preſumptive evidences. That there were 
many circumitances that made ſtrongly againſt 
all the priſoners, as they would ſhew by the 
following witneſſes. 

Mary Pouty depoſed, that the living juſt by 
Mr. Motteux, did, about five clo; in the 
afternoon, the 18th of Feb. ſee a lady in 2 
coach at Mr. Motteux's door, and Madam Mot- 
teux with her, and Mr. Motteux ſtanding at 
his own door in a dark coloured cloth eoat, that 
he ſeemed to be very well, looked very briſk, 


* was counting ſome pieces of money, 3 
1570 em 


„ Mircea 
hem out of one hand into the other, that they 
ooked yellow, and ſhe did believe : them to be 
uineas, and, as ſhe thought, about twenty of 
them. 


Her evidence was confirmed by Mary Brown, 
ly Wwho ſaid, there was a pretty many, not leſs 
0 chan thirty as ſhe believed, and that Mr. Mot- 
d teux put them into his pocket. 

. Mr. Peter Motteux depoſed, that his father 
dad on ſuch a coat as the other witneſſes had 


deſcribed, lined with an orange- coloured man- 
tua ſilk, and that about five or ſix o'cloek he 
went in order to go to White's Chocolate-houſe 
to procure ſome ball tickets for a lady of qua- 
lity. 4? 

Mr. Serjant depoſed, that between five and 
ix Mr. Motteux, landing at his own door, 
told him he was going to the other end of the 
town, and deſired him to go with him; that 
Mr. Motteux put on his ſcarlet cloak and they 
went together as far as the Royal Exchange, 
and that he having ſome bufineſs there, juſt as 
the clock ſtruck ſeven they parted, and Mr. 
Motteux went forward, | 

Mr. Arthur depoſed, that Mr. Motteux 
came to White's Chocolate- houſe at St. James's 
adout nine o'clock that night, ſtaid till about 
half an hour paſt ten, ate a couple of glaſſes of 
jelly, and would have had a guinea changed, 
laying, he had not more than two ſhillings about 
him in ſilver; that while he was there, - a coach- 
man came in and. enquired for the gentleman 
that came in in the ſcarlet cloak; that ſoon 
ater he went away; that he was told by ſome 
chairmen at the door that there was a woman 
Waiting in the coach, but he did not ſee her. 

| | Mrs, 


——_ 


148 Trial of EpWAaR P WIIILIAVs, G. 


Mrs. Stenbey, of the Ked Lion Alzhous 

near White's ers depoſed, that: 
coachman came into her houſe that night, calle 
for a pint of drink, ſaid he waited for a gent. 
man in a ſcarlet cloak, who was gone int 
White's ; that the coach ſtaid near two hour; m 
that there was a full pot of beer called for u 
th coach, but was afterwards returned, an 
a quartern of brandy carried inſtead of it, 

William Gibbs depoſed, that he carried za 

quartern of brandy to the coach to a gentleman 
in a ſcarlet cloak; and a woman, that they 
drank the brandy, paid for it, and the coach 
drove away, . 
Mrs. Edwards, a ſeller of oyſters, near Star 
Court, depoſed, that a coach paſled by her be- 
tween ten and eleven o'clock, which ſtopped 
at the end of Star Court; that there was 2. 
gentleman in the coach with a fearlet cloak, WI" 
and a woman talking, laughing, and laying WF 
out her hands very biiſkly; and that ſhe told ] 
Mary Dent there was a ęentleman and his mil 
gone to Star Court, and that ſhe afterwards 
heard the coachman called for. 

Mary Dent depoſed, that ſhe having head 
Mrs. Edwards ſay that a gentleman and bi 
miſs were gone to Star-Court, ſhe knowing 
Simmerton's houſe to be of ill report, obſerved 
and ſaw a gentleman in a ſcarlet cloak hand # 
-woman out of the coach, that her petticoat 
hitched in the coach as ſhe came out, and the 
coachman cleared it; that being out of the 
coach ſhe gave the gentleman a clap on the 
ſhoulder, turned him about, and bid him walk 
up the court, which he did, and ſhe followed 
him; that there was no other perſons there but 
the - gentleman, woman, and coachman; that 


9 
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e gentleman walked very well, and did not 
em to ail any thing. N ä 
Mary Brimmer depoſed, that ſhe being a 
want to Mrs. Merrick, living at the next 
or to Mrs. Simmerton's, went out at about 
yen o'clock to Waſh a pot, and looking into 
mmerton's houſe, ſaw a gentleman in a red 
dak and ſword, ſtanding with his face towards 
> fire, and a woman facing him, that he 
oped down and kiſſed her, which woman was 
lary Roberts; that then Elizabeth Shepherd 
gk a candle and lighted the gentleman up 
urs, and Mary Roberts followed him; that 
lizabeth Shepherd came to the door and paid 
e coachman three ſhillings, that Mrs. Sim- 
erton ſaid it was too much, but Shepherd cried 
oo, it's no matter, 
Mrs. Merrick depoſed, that her maid came in 
d told her what ſhe had related in court, to 
hich ſhe replied, if it were ſo, they would 
ake a fine penny of the gentleman. 
Thomas W hite, the coachman that carried 
em, was called, and being examined by the 
hurt what he Knew of carrying a gentleman 
a ſcarlet cloak and a woman, from St, Cle- 
ent's Church to White's Checolate-houſe, and 
aung there near two hours and bringing them 
ck to Star Court, at about eleven o'clock at 
gut, the 18th of February, he pretended to 
lo forgetful as to know or remember nothing 
all of the matter, and to be entirely ignorant 
every particular circumſtance; nay, was 
e he never carried ſuch a gentleman. But 
i maſter, Richard Taylor, depoſed, that he 
Wing ſtaid out that might longer than ordi-- 
he requiring him to come home alwarvs 


by 
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by ten o'clock; and being angry with him ſt 


ſtaying out, he told him he had carried a gen- 
tleman in a ſcarlet cloak; and a woman too, 
and waited at White's Chocolate houſe, and 
drove them back, and ſet them down-at Star. 
court, and that the gentleman went up th, 
court, and he could not get any more than x 
ſhilling, which the woman of the houſe pay 
him, and that an Old Bawd came out of the 
houſe and gave it him. ; 

Mrs. Taylor confirmed all that ker huſband 
had {ail, and added, that, talking of the mat. 
ter at another time, White ſaid, the gentleman 
had a brave ſcarlet cloak, and wiſhed he had let 
it behind him in the coach. Upon which ſhe 
aſked him, why? would he have kept it? That 
he anſwered, then he muſt have come after him, 
and he would have had his fare, and added, it 
would have been brave, it would make him : 
brave ſuit. . To which his brother-coachman and 
fellow-ſervant replied, that it would have made 
him a beau-officer for King George: ay, fail 
White, I ſhould have wanted nothing but 1 
ſword. This was confirmed by his fellow-ſervant 
in court. | 8 
Upon which the Court wondered at his for- 
getfulneſs of ſo many remarkable paſſages depoſel 
to by his maſter, miſtreſs, and ſellow- ſervant, 
and bid him recollect himſelf; but till he would 
remember nothing. The Court then told him, 
that perhaps having given his maſter one fhil- 
ling inſtead of three, was the cauſe of his dem- 
ing it; but he ought to conſider he was upon lus 
oath, and in a matter of moment, adviſing hin 
to conſider and ſpeak the truth; but he ſtill de- 
nied it. | | 
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The other witneſſes that ſaw the coach, when 
it came to Star-Court, depoſed, they believed 
him to be the coachman, and deſcribed his 
cloaths, which agreed to the deſcription ; but he 
ſtill obſtinately denying it, Mary Roberts, the 
priſoner, that was carried in the coach with Mr. 
133 cried out, that is the coachman that 
carried us; he is the very man, and had 3s for 
carrying us. 

John Eaton, who was a lodger in Mrs. Eaton's 
Houſe, next door to the priſoner, depoſed that 
he being indiipoſed went early to bed, but 
about twelve o'clock was waked, heard a noiſe 
and ruſtling in the next houſe, a trampling of 
feet, and a great fall that ſhook the houſe; but 
it being uſual to have ſuch diſturbances there, 
he lay ftill and took no notice of it, till 
next day he heard a gentleman was dead there. 

Mr. Chaloner, an apothecary, depoſed, that 
between twelve and one o'clock his man came 
up to him, he being in bed, telling him there 
was a ſoldier and another wanted him to go to 
Star-Court ; he roſe immediately and went : and 
when he knew where it was, ſaid, had he known 
where it had been, he ſhould hardly have troubled 
himſelf to have got out of his bed to have gone 
thither, he had ſo ill an opinion of it; . 4 
however, he did go, and when he came thither, 
he ſaw a young woman, Elizabeth Shepherd, 
who told him there was a gentleman in a fit 
above ſtairs. That he went up, and ſaw Mrs. 
Simmerton, Mary Roberts, and the other pri- 
ſoners, and a man in a leathern apron, whom 
he took to be Simmerton's huſband, there ; that 
he viewed the body, and it looked very pale and 
gaſtly; that it was in the bed; that the gen- 
Vor II. P tleman 
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tleman had two ſhirts on; that he found the 
body warm, being in the bed, but the hands 
Aiff and cold; that he was dead, and ſeemed to 
have been ſo ſome time, perhaps a quarter of 
half an hour; that there were papers lying upon 
the table in a red and white handkerchief ; that 
he enquired who the deceaſed was, and who he 
belonged to; and one of them made anſwer, 
that he was a couſin of Mary Roberts's; to 
which Mrs. Simmerton replied, tis no ſuch 
thing, he is a ſtranger, and upon that deſired 
him to look over the papers, and ſee if he could 
know by them who he was; that he did, and 
Found a letter directed to Mr. Peter Motteux, 
Merchant, in Leadenhall-ſtreet : that upon this, 
he ordered them immediately to give notice to 
his family; that the two men, Williams and 
Hutchinſon, ſaid, they would go immediately, 
and he thought they had gone; that the man 
with the leather apron aſked the foldier to go 
with him; that there came up another woman, 
and aſked who brought the gentleman there; 


and one of them anſwered, Moll; whereupon 
the woman curſed her, ard faid ſhe had brought 


berſelf into a fine ſcrape; that then, he ſeeing 


the gentleman to be dead, and nothing to be 


done, he went home to bed; and the next morn- 


ing, about 11 o'clock, a gentleman or two 
came to. enquire of him concerning the de- 
ceaſed. Py 

Ann Bateman, ſervant to Mr, Drury in Sheer- 
Lane, depoſed, that between twelve and one 
o'clock Mrs. Simmerton came and wanted to 
ſpeak with her maſter, and ſeemed to be in 2 
great ſurprize, ſaying, ſhe was ruined and un- 


done, there was a man dead in her houſe. 
That 
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That her maſter enquired who he was, ſhe ſaid, 


a gentleman in a ſcarlet cloak, a merchant in 
Leadenhall-ftreet ; that he aſked, if he had no 
money nor papers? ſhe replied, no. No Money! 
he ſaid, that was very ſtrange. That after ſome 
farther queſtioning, he bid her take care 
. what ſhe did, and ſend away to give notice, 
and take care of his effects. That ſhe after- 
wards owned he had eight guineas, and chinked 
them in her hand; but ſaid ſhe would go back 
and put them into his pocket again; upon 
which Mrs. Simmerton went away. 


ſatisfy her own curioſity, went to Mr. Simmer- 
ton's, viewed the body found two ſhirts on, un- 
buttoned : That ſhe viewed the neck, and ob- 
ſerved there was a blackiſh circle round it : that 
feeling the body warm, it having been covered 
in the bed, ſhe ſaid ſhe believed he might not 
be dead; but if he were, the feared. they would 
bring him in ſtrangled ; that they anſwered her, 
he was brought indeed out of a coach, 

William 
depoſed, that about eight 'o'clock the next 
morning, the ſoldier Edward Williams and 
Percival Hutchinſon, came to his maſter's houſe, 
telling him a gentleman in ſuch a habit- was 
dead at ſuch a houſe; that thereupon he ran 
away immediately, found it was his maſter, ſealed 
up his papers and things, and ran back and told 
the family; they ſent away for Mr. Bridges a 
ſurgeon, and went away immediately to Simmer- 
ton's Houſe, | 

Mr. Swarts depoſed, that he lodging in Mr. 
Motteux's houſe, was told about eight o'clock 
in the morning by William Limmer, that a 

SIN ſoldier 


That 
about eight o'clock the next morning ſhe, to 


immer, ſervant to Mr. Motteux, 
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ſoldier and another man had brought the 
mc ſſage before related; he went down, and en- 
qui ed of Williams and Hutchinſon, who told 
him the fame ſtory: he aſked, what he had 
about him: they faid four guineas, and four 
ſhillings and ſixpence ih filver, ſome halfpence, 
and ome papers, but all was ſafe, it was a 
verv honeſt houſe. | 
Mr. Bridges depoſed, that when he went he 
found the priſoners there; that, enquiring how 
it happened, Mary Roberts ſaid, that as ſhe was 
coming with the deceaſed in the coach, _ againſt 
St. Martin's Lane, he complained he wa not 
. well, deſired her not to be affrighted, he was 
u'cd to have fits, and leaned his head upon her 
{roulder z that when ſhe came to Mrs. Sim- 
merton's, they got him brought in, and put him, 
to bed, and that he never ſpoke more; that he 
viewed the body, ſound a circle about his neck 
and a bruiſe on the fide of the head, and ſeveral 
black marks on the breaſt and other parts of the 
body; and faid, it is plain enough how the 
emleman died. Upon which Mrs. Simmerton 
cried out, O Lord! I hope the gentleman don't 
ſuſpect that he has had foul play; telling a long 
{tory of her care and management, ſaying, ſhe 
had ſent for two ſurzeons ; he enquired their 
names, and was told one of them was Witnel, 
in ſuch a place, where they ſent, but could never 
find him, nor could he ever hear there was Aa, 
ſurgeon of that name., That upon ſome fur- 
ther enquiry, Hutchinſon ſtepped down ſtairs, 
ran away, and has not been heard of by the pro- 
ſecutor . nce. - 


Mrs. White depoſed, that Elizabeth Shep- 


herd came to her that day the priſoners were 
| appre- 
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apprehended, deſiring to be entertained, telling 
her ſhe need not be ſcrupulous of enrertaining 
her, for ſhe had gold and ſilver enough. 

Several perſons, and among the reſt, a con- 
table, appeared in court, and depoſed, that 
Elizabeth Simmerton had been very notorious 


for xeeping a diſorderly houſe, that there had 


been frequent diſturbances, and crying out mur- 
der. 

The priſoners, in their defence, pleaded as 
follows: Mary Roberts ſaid, that as ſhe was 


paſſing along near Ludgate; the deceaſed looked 


very hard upon her, and walking before her till 
he came over againſt St, Dunſtan's Church halted 
till ſhe came up to him, and invited her into the 
Tavern to drink, but he refuſed; but after- 
wards waited on her to her lodgings at Mrs. 
Simmerton's; that there they had two full pots 
of ale and brandy, and then he faid ke had 
buſineſs at the other end of the town, and de- 
fired her to go with him; that they wrent to St. 
Clement's Church, where he called à ceech, and 
they went togetker to White's Chocolate-houſe 
that he told her he muſt ſpeak with tome gentle- 
men, and ſaid he liked ker very well, and ts 
#!tare her he would not biik her, heft his ſcarlet 
cleak and ſword with her in the coach, while 
he came again. (But this, was contradifted by 
the ſervant at the Chocolate-houſe, who was 


very pelitive he had his elozk on and pulled 
it off, and laid it dawn while ke was there.) 


That he ſtaying there about an hour and à half 
lhe then fent the coachman into the Coffec- 
houſe to teff him ſhe lived a great way off, ane 
deſired him te take his cloak 254 ford 24 
charge the coach, and ſhe Worile u kr; 
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but he ſent her word that he would come in a 
minute, and came ſoon after; that then he 
ordered the coach to drive to Temple-bar; that 

by the way, as they were over againſt the new 
ae in the Strand, - complained he Was 
not well, and ſaid, my dear, don't you be af- 
frighted, I am going into one of my dumb fits 
which I uſed to be troubled with; and leaning 

his head upon her ſhoulder, ſhe ſupported him 

till ſhe came to Star-court, and then ſent- the 
coachman to tell the landlady to bring a candle 
to the coach, which ſhe did, and that the de- 
ceaſed remained ſpeechleſs and helpleſs; that 
they got a ſoldier (Edward Williams the priſ- 
oner, who ſhe ſaid was a ſhanger) coming by 

in the interim of time, to take him upon his 
back, and carry bim into Simmerton's houſe, 
Which he did, the coachman holding up his 
legs; that then they ſet him down in a chair, 
but he continued ſpeechleſs; that then they 
carried him up ſtairs, put him into bed, and 

after wards ſent for the Apothecary, and takin 

a looking-glaſs to ſee if he breathed, found 
he was dead. That when they knew, where 
to ſend, they ſent the family noticg. That 
the deceaſed's ſon, when he came, was ſatisfied 
with the actount they gave of his father's death; 
that he would have no Coroner nor Jury fit 
upon him; and promiſed them all farisfattion 
for their care and honeſty in delivering him all 
bis father's papers and gold feat worth twelve 
pound, four guineas, half a crown, two ſhil- 
lings and two-pence-half-penny in half-pence, 
which was all he had. | L * 
' Elizabeth Simmert6n was much in the ſame, 
Rory ; adding, that ſhe rallied Mary Roberts for, 

| ; bringing 
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bringing trouble and ſcandal upon her houſe, 
and — thereupon Mary Roberts cried out 
ſhame on her for being fo eruel to a gentle- 
man in diſtreſs, ſaid ſhe would have the gen- 
tleman into her own room, and ſo he was 
carried up ſtairs, and, in a little time after, ſhe 
tame down and told her ſhe believed he was dead, 
and thereupon ſhe ſent for an Apothecary And 
ſurgeon, and took all the care ſhe could him, 
and ſent notice as ſoon as fhe could. 

Edward Williams faid, he was only going 
by accidentally, being a firanger, (tho' it was 
proved he lodged there) and was defired to help 
the gentleman in out of the coach, and nr 
Raid to aſſiſt them with him. 

Elizabeth Williams faid, ſhe only came there 
to call her huſband home. 
Elizabeth Shepherd denied ſhe lighted the gen- 
tleman and Mary Roberts up ſtairs. But theſe 
things were all contradicted b 0 the Kings evis 
dences, Upon the — of 'the who e mat- 
ter, they were all accquitte | 
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The Trial of Jonn Pr * the Hangman, 
for Murder, bis C onfe Non and obdurate 
Behaviour, oe | 


Jon PRICE » was indicted at the Old Bailey, 
Aprib 24, 1718, for the Murder of. Eliza- 
deth, the wie of William White, the 13th of 
March, He was a ſecond time indicted on the 
Coroner's 18 for the ſame. 

Alexander 
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Alexander Dufty depoſed, that as he was com- 
ing over Bunhill-fields the 13th of March about 
10 o'clock, he heard a man's voice, and a wo- 
man groan, and heard a man ſay, dn you for 
a bitch why don't you take it in your hand and put it 
in? if you don't put it in ill rip you up. And in» 
mediately after, d---z you you bitch, ubere is your 
money? give me your money. And preſently coming 
up with another man, he ſaid to him, did not 

ou hear the groaning ? he replied, yes, I did, 
hat then he defired him to go along with him 
and ſee what was the matter; but he ſeemed 
not willing to venture, That then he faid, lad 
me fiick and I ut]; and he ſtood ready to 
affiſt on occaſion. That, going up to them, he 
found a woman lying on the ground, and the 
priſoner on the ground buſy about her, That 
when he came near, the priſoner cried, D---z 
you, what are you? He replied, a man. D---x 
Jau, what do you want ? He anſwered, to know 
what he was doing there. He replied, that 
there was nothing but a drunken woman. That . 
then he called for help, and they Jaid hold 5 
of him, and ſome people came by with a lan- 
thorn and candle, That the deceaſed lay in 2 WW. 
wer odd poſture, and a very bad condition, 
with her coats up to her belly, ſtreams of blood + 
Iſſuing out of her eyes and mouth; that he . 
called te her, but ſhe could not Tpeak, but , 
mage a gagling nojſe as if ſhe had ſomething in Nie 
her mouth, which appeared to be blood. 

Another evidence depoſed thus: As I was g- 
ing home from work over Bunhill-fields, I 
heard 2+ groaning, and Roopiny down ' faw 4 
wan 3 I went up de him, and afbed him, if bt 
heard the groaning? ke replied, Les; 1 _ 
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im to go up, but he refuſed; I defired him to 
hand 4 wg and I would go. He agreed, and 
going within five or ſix yards of the place, I 
aw the priſoner upon the ground with the Wo- 
nan, and her coats were up to her belly; that 
he priſoner ſaid, G--4 d- you, qguhat do you 
want? that he replied, he wanted to know 
chat was the matter; that the priſoner an- 
wered, it was nothing but a drunken womans, 
hat then he enquired of him where he met 
ith her? he ſaid, firſt at an ale-houſe, then at 
; brandy-ſhop, another time at the burying- 
round gate; upon which they ſeized him, and 
aried him to the watch-houſe; his hands, 
cat and apron were all bloody. He depoſed, 
hat the woman was very bloody in the face, 
and one of her eyes beat out of her head; he 
added, he heard the priſoner damning her for a 
itch before he came up to him, and was ſure it 
as his voice. 8 
The Conſtable depoſed, that the two former 
ritnelles brought the priſoner down to the 
ratch-houſe ; that he was very bloogy all over, 
nd that he would have gone away, ſaying, he 
had done nothing; but — told him, he knew 
im to be a thief and a rogue, and if he would 
ot fit down, he would knock him down, or 
iow him into the fire. That then he went to 
e for the woman, but it being very dark, the 
vdences miſſed the place; and he hollowed in 
de held, that if any body was in diftreſs, they 
'2ht know where to come for aſſiſtance; but 
bere was no anſwer made; but a dog he heard 
arking about the body, gave them notice 
dere to find her. That when they came, 
ity found her lying in a ſad condition, 5,000 
| | ; cen 
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been before deſcribed; and beſides, ſome of he 
teeth knocked out, which were ſhewn the next 
day before the Juſtice, and one of her ams 
broke; that then he got her carried to the 
watch-houſe, and ſent for ſome women to hold 
her forwards for ſhe was choaked with clods af 
blood in her mouth and throat, and could not 
ſpeak. That then he ſent her to a nurſe, and 
ordered her to be taken care of. is 
The nurſe depoſed, that ſhe was brought to 

her in the condition before defcribed, adding, 
that ſhe could not ſpeak a word all the while 
ſhe lived ; that ſhe ſaid to her, though you can- 
not ſpeak you can hear, make ſome ſign hoy 
you came by your hurt; that ſhe lifed up one 
of her hands, not being able to ſtir the other, ſe: 
and put it to her head, throat, and belly; that ll 
in this miſerable condition ſhe languiſhed fou 
days, and then died. | 

Mr. Goodman, the Surgeon, depoſed, that 
being ſent for to the deceaſed, he found her in 
a ſad condition, a wound above one eye, het 
other eye ſtarted out of her head, which he de- 
preſſed and put in again, that ſhe had another 
wound near her noſe, her throat very much 
bruiſed and contuſed, he had ſcarce ever ſeen the 
like, that the upper part of her womb was ver 
much tore and lacerated, and that the wound 
were the cauſe of her death, | 

The woman's huſband depoſed, that his wilt 

uſed to ſell cakes and gingerbread about the 
ſtreet, and went out that morning very well . 
bout ten o'clock ; that his ſon came heme about 
ten at night, and ſhe having the key he coul 
not get in, and he ſat down at the door waiting 
ker coming home, and fell aſleep, but a 
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d ſhe not being come home, he came to hi 


h the watch-houſe in Cheapſide (he being a 
xt Mratehman) to enquire for her, that he knew 
msWothing of her, ll the next day he heard of the 
he Wccident in Bunhill-fields, vg 
The priſoner denied he knew any thing of 
of Whhe fact, but that as he was coming from Hol- 


oway-lane, he ſaw three men crofling the 
jelds to Chequer Alley, found ſomething lie in 
is way, kicked it with his foot, found it was a 
oman, and lifted her up, but ſhe could not 
tand upon her legs; and while he was doing 
at, was apprehended. 

But the Jury were ſo well ſatisfied with the 
nidence, that they readily found him guilty 
f the murder, and he received ſentence of 
leath, 

The account he gave of himſelf, was as fol- 
ows : 

That he was forty-one years of age, born in 
Old Soho, in the pariſh of St. Martin's in the 
jelds, now in the Pariſh of St. Ann's Weſt- 


der Wninſter ; that his father was a ſoldier in Tan- 
le. Pier, but unfortunately blown up in the demol- 
„ bing of that place, about the year 1673, and 
ic 


mother being left in poor circumſtances, and 
ot being able to give him education, nor indeed 
imſelf willing to take it, he was put appren- 
ce to a rag-merchant ; that his maſter dying 
„ben he had been about two years with him, 
viſe preſently went away from his miſtreſs, who 
the Wi: (aid was very ſevere to him, and got into an- 
ther ſervice, which was loading waggons with 
2s; that after that he took a fancy to the ſea, 
ud acgordingly ſerved on board the old Ruſſel, 
tafton, Devenſhire, and other men of war, 
— Y i 
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off and on, for the beſt part of eighteen yen 
And afterwards he was finiſber of the low, fy 
about twelve months, and might have continug 
to that time, if he had taken better care of þ 
concerns, and lived within compaſs ; but ſpend 
ing his money ſo faſt, and beyond his comin 
in, and thereby getting in debt, he was onedy 
arreſted on his return from an execution, an 
though it was but for ſeven ſhillings and ſu 
pence, which he then cleared, and paid th 
charges with what little money he had abo 
him, and partly with three ſuits of cloaths, th 
remains of thoſe who had been executed thi 
day; yet having two other actions clapt up 
him, and no money, credit, or bail to give i 
he was thrown into the Marſhalſea, where be 
continued a priſoner ſome time; ſo that 'whet 
the next execution was to be performed, he be 
ing out of the way, William Marvel was puti 
his place of executioner. That he continuing 
in the Marſhalſea, now and then obtained.th 
liberty of going abroad, and worked as a |: 
bouring man, ſerving bricklayers, maſons, & 
But afterwards being barred from that liber 
he, with a fellow-priſoner, contrived and foun 
out a way to eſcape thence thro” a hole made 
the wall. 3 

The Ordinary ſays, he found him very ig 
rant and inſenſible, that he could not read or git 
any account of his faith, and inſtead of atteni 
ing on the word of God and prayers, gave hin 
felf up to drinking gin, and other firong liquo 
to ſuch an exceſhve degree, as rendered him u 
fit for the exerciſe of any part of religion, feen 
ing then to be altogether inſenſible of his mike} 
and unapprehenſive of his future ſtate ; when 
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was ſobet (which he very rarely appeared to be) 
he ſeemed a little more conſiderate and ſerious, 
and ſhed ſome tears either of grief or fear, or 
both, he then did in the general lament his 
wicked courſe of life and woeful condition in ge- 
neral terms; but expreſſed no Torrow for, nor 
would deſcend to any particulars, and all he would 
ſay, Was, that he knew he mul die; and when 
the Ordinary laboured to bring him to a ſenſt of 
his miſerable condition, he anſwered, that if he 
had many ſins, they were ſuch as were common 
to other, men, as well as himſelf, and he ſup- 
poſed, whatever his condition might then be, 
Ji. e. after this life) it would be no worſe than 
re ee ee 
Ne obſtinately perſiſted in denying of the mur- 
der he was condemned for; and thus he re- 
mained to the day of execution, when he con- 
feſſed he was gwlty of it, ſaying, he did it 
when he was much in liquor, and after dc had 
joined the Ordinary in prayer, he bid him deſite 
the ſpectators to take warning by his untimely 
end, and pray, that God would receive his ſoulz 
and was turned off. . 

He was executed in Bunhill-fields, May 31, 
1718, and afterwards hung in chains near Hol- 
loway. . - FF: | 
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The Trial of James Quin, for Murder. 


AMES QUIN, Gent. was indicted for the 
murder of William Bowen, Gent. April 
17, 1718, by giving him one mortal wound 
with a ſword on the right ſide of his belly, of 

Vox. II. | the 
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the breadth of one inch, and the depth of four 
inches, of which wound he lanquiſhed till the 
'20th, and then died. 2 ö 
He was alſo indicted on the Corener's inqueſt 
for man- laughter. | 
The evidence was as follows: 
Robert Martin depoſed, that he being at the 
Fleece Tavern in Cornhill, the 17th of April, 
about four or five o'clock in the afternoon, Mr, 
Bowen being there, and eſpy ing him, called to 
him, and deſired him to drink a glaſs of wine 
with him, which he did, and that then Mr, 
Quin was with Mr. Bowen; that as they drank 
Bowen and Quin put pretty ſmartly upon one 
another with witty jeſts, and fell to talk of their 
rformances in acting; - whereupon-Quin told 
Bowen, he had no occaſion to value himſelf” on that 
ſcare, ſince Fobnfon, who had but ſeldom added it, 
. of Tom 1 the Libertines as well a 
wha bad acted it /o 


That from this di 


rſe they fell to talking 
about their honeſty, and Mr. Bowen giving 
himſelf the character of as hane/t a man as any it 
the world; Mr. Quin replied, by aſking Mr. 
Bowen if he ſhould tell tae ſtory of the court? 
Mr. Bowen ſaid no, it was no matter; but at 
laſt ſaid, he might tell it if he would, which 
Mr. Quin did; and Mr. Bowen ſtill perſiſting 
in aſlertion of his honeſty, they proceeded to 
WP wagers about it, and money was laid down. 
Ir. Quin charged Mr. Bowen with ſometimes 
drinking healths to'the Nuke of Ormond, and 
at other times refuting it; aſking Mr, Martin, 
fo whom the deciſion 'of the wager was left, 
How could he be as honeſt a man as any in the 
world, who ated upon two different prina > ? 
9 8 e 
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That . er Mr. Martin told Mr. Bowen, 
that if he inſiſted upon it, as to his being as ho- 
neſt a man as any in the world, he muſt needs 
give it againſt him. That this diſcourſe was all 
the while carried on with a f air; but 
upon this Mr. Bowen roſè up, flung down ſome 
money for the reckoning, and ſaid he could not 
bear it, but muſt be gone; chat he did go away, 
but he did not perceive in him any ſigns of a 
reſentment that ſhould procure fo fatal a conſe- 
quence, That after Mr. Bowen had been gone 
about a quarter of an hour, there came a porter 
to the Fleece tavern to enquire for him, and 
aſked if one Mr. Quin was not in the company; 
that Mr. Quin went out to the porter, and the 
porter having whiſpered him in the ear he went 
away with him; and having been gone about a 
quarter of an hour, Mr. Quin came back and 
aſked if he knew where Mr. Bowen lodged, de- 
firing that they would go to the Pope's Head 
tavern and take care of him, for there had been 
a diſpute between them, and he was afraid he 
had wounded him mortally. That then Mr. 
Quin went away, and he and Mr. Day, who 
were then in company, went — to the 
Pope's Head tavern and enquired for Mr. Quin 
and Mr, Bowen. But the porter of the tavern 
faid he did not know them, nor would own that 
Mr. Bowen was there ; that fitting down to 
drink in an open room next the paſſage, they ſaw 
a chair brought in, and aſking whether there 
was not a gentleman wounded there, they were 
anſwered no, that there was no gentleman there 
wounded, but that chair was for a gentleman 
that was ſomething diſordered. That then 3 
gentleman came down ſtairs and went into the 
Q 2 chair, 
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chair, but the ſight being ..intercepted by the 
bar, they could not ſee him go in, but hear 
him ſay to the man of the houſe, I am wounded 
in your houſe, but it is done very fairly, the gentle 
man has done i! fairly. , 

Mr. Day depoſed, that he having been wit 
ſome gentlemen: at the Fleece Tavern, was gos 
ing home, and in the Tavern yard a gentlemar 
hipped to him, this was Mr. ed. who was 
ſitting in a room by himſelf ; he deſired him to 
driak with him, hut he refuſed, not having 
dined ; but he going home, it being about four 
ocluck, the family had dined ; whereupon he 
returned to the Fikece, and there found Mr. 
Bowen, Mr. Quin and Ir. Martin together, 
That Mr. Bowen and Ar. Quin were talking 
together in a-jocular manner about their per- 
formances in acting; and Mr. Bowen reflected 
on Mr, Quin, that he had acted Tamerlane in a 
looſe fort of a manner; that Mr. Quin replied, 
that Mr. Bowen had no great occalion to value 
bimſelf on his performances, in that Mr. Jobn-, 
ſon who had acted it but feldom, acted the part 
of Jacomo in the Libertine as well as he, 
who had ad it often, That from this dif= 
courſe, by what tranſition he knew not, they. 
fell to talking about honeſty, and Mr. Bowen: 
gave himſelf the character of as honeſt a man 
as any in the world, Mr. Quin told a ftoiy + 
that having been out one night pretty late, and 
going home, he heard in a court a hot conten- 
tion between a gentleman and a woman, Which. 
gentleman he found to be Mr. Bowen, who in 
very high terms was demanding the return of 
half a crown of her, which ſhe was unwilling. 
o part with; but he ſwearing he wow. 0g 
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it, ſhe offered to give him back a ſhilling of the 
half crown, but he ſwore he would have it all; 
then ſhe offered him 18 pence, but he inſiſting 
ſtill upon the whole, ſhe told him it was very 
ungentleman-like to inſiſt upon the whole when 
he had had the uſe of her body; but he ſtill 
iniſting, ſhe offered him two ſhillings, but he 
ſwearing. he would have it all, he had it all 
back of her. The ſtory being told, Mr. Bowen 
inſiſted ſtill on his honeſty and, that notwith- 
ſtanding, he was as honeſt a man as any was in 
the world; and offered to lay a wager oa it, 
which Mr. Quin would have evaded, but Mr. 
Bowen urging. it, Mr. Quin faid, if you will 
lay I will lay with you; and the money was 
laid down on both ſides, and Mr. Martin was t 
decide the controverſy. * 

That then Mr. Quin related ſome paſſages of 
Mr. Bowen's drinking the healths of perſons 
obnoxious to the government, and ſuch like 
matters, and that Mr. Martin ſaid, If I muft 
give my opinion as to your being as honeft a 
man as any in the world, or in England, I mutt 
give it againſt you. That ſoon after, Mr. Bowen, 
in a haſty ſort of manner, roſe up, and threw 
down ſome money, . ſaying, he would not ſtay 
in the company any longer, and ſo went away. 
But he did not perceive any ſuch high reſent- 
ments and anger in him as to apprehend any 
ſuch fatal ' conſequence ; the mutual freedoms 
that were taken on both ſides ſeeming to riſe no 
higher than the common ruffles of human na- 
ture, and not to be ſuch as he could call Mr. 
Quin to an account for. That then Mr. Bowen 
having been gone a quatte of an hour or leſs, 
a porter came and enquiicd.for Mr, Quin, and 

Q3 | he 
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he went away with the porter, but they 
knew not that it was Mr. Bowen who had 
ſent him, and in about a quarter of an hour's 
time Mr. Quin came back, and ſaid, Mr. 
Bowen had ſent for him to the Pope's- head 
tavern, had taken occaſion to quarrel with him, 
had obliged him to fight him, he had ſo done, 
and he believed he had hurt him, and deſired ws 
to go ſee if it were mortal, and to take care of 
of him. That immediately they went to the 
Pope's-head tavern, but the people of the houſe 
denied Mr. Bowen being there; but ſaw a. chair 
brought in, heard his voice when he got into the 
chair, ſaying to the landlord, I am wounded in 
your 7 but the gentleman has done it fairly. if 
I die, I forgive him, but if I live Pll be revenged 
of him. 26 
4 Thomas Antrum, the porter, depoſed, that as 
he was ſtanding by Tom's Coffe-houſe in Corn- 
hill, Mr. Bowen called to him and bid him go 
to. the Fleece Tavern, and aſk for Mr.---and 
ſeeming to have forgot the name, ſwore as tho' 
In a fret, and went a little way from him, then 
calling him again, bid him go and aſk for Mr. 
Martin, and if Mr. Quin was in the company, 
to tell him a gentleman wanted to ſpeak with 
him; that he did fo, and Mr. Quin came im- 
mediately out to Mr. Bowen, who had then 
walked about half a ſcore doors lower, and Mr. 
uin coming up to him they went both together 
into the Swan Tavern; but Mr. Bowen gave him 
nothing for his pains. 
Henry Treveſa, drawer at the Swan Tavern, 
depoſed, that about fix or ſeven o'clock at night 
the 17th of April, Mr. Bowen and Mr, Quin 
came 
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eme in and aſked for a room, he ſhew'd 
them a room up one pair of ſtairs, Mr. Bowen 
going up firſt; but that room having been new 
minted, Mr. Bowen objected againſt it, ag 
ſmelling of paint; he then ſhewed them into the 
great room, which,. becauſe there were ſome 
entlemen drinking st the end of it, Mr. Bowen 
110 it would nat do, turned about ſhaking his 
head, and ſeeming angry with bim, went down 
fairs and ſo a ãWy. . 

Mr. Griffs Bowen depoſed, that about eleven 
o'clock at night, the 17th of April, a perfon 
tame to him, deſiring him to go to his father far 
he was wounded; upon which he went, and 
found his father in bed. That he aſked: him 
ſeveral times how it came, and who had done 
it, but he would not tell him: But at laſt, with 
much urgency, he faid it was Mr. Quin. To 
which he replied. I it that man! the worſt of 
all mankind? How. came you into his company? 
If you get over it, it will be a reflettion on your 


family. That at that time they were not ap- 


prehenſive the wound was mortal; but on the 
Sunday about twelve or one o'clock, ſome ſymp- 
toms of death; appearing, as his nails turning 
black, the door told his father, he would have 
him think of another world, in that he was not 
2 yard from death whereupon he again urged 
him, as he was adying man, to tell him how the 
accident came, to which he replied, that he met 
Mr. Quin at the Fleece Tavern in Cornhill, 
who was always abuſive to him, and having 
given him provoking language there, he went 
away and ſent for him out to defire him not to 
give himſelf that freedom of ſpeech 1 

at 
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That Quin ſaid he ſhould go ts the tavern, thy 
they went to the Swan and afterwards to th 
Pope's-head, where with a volley of oaths hy 
gave him abuſive language, barricadoed the doo 
with two chairs, and he having given him ſuch 
foul language he could not bear, their ſwork 
were drawn, and catching Mr. Quin by the 
ſword arm, he wrefted ' himſelf from him an 
ve him that wound. | 
Mary Sewell, depoſed, that ſhe being preſent 
half an hour or an hour before Mr. Bowen 
death, heard him, being aſked how it cam, 
fay, very unfairly, I was:barbarouſly murdered, 
Mr. Eſſex Weller depoſed, that there hal 
been for near two years ſtanding a miſunder- 
ſtanding between Mr. Quin and Mr. Bowen, 
which he apprehended was occaſioned as fol 
lows: that Mr. Quin, at his firſt coming in r 
the playhouſe, behaved himſelf with much ci- W. 
vility and good manners but ſoon after brokt 
out into quite the reverſe of it; that Mr. Bowen 
taking upon him to adviſe him to another man- 
ner of behaviour; it was the occaſion of a dit. 
ference between them; and ſince that time Mr, 
Quin has ſhewn an animoſity againſt Mr. Bowen, 
ſaying, he was a vile fellow, and was not fit to 
live; uſed to call him turn-coat, and would 
ſometimes aſk him if he did not drink the Duke 
of Ormonds health in his heart, and ſometimes 
ſaying he ought to be uſed like a dog, and de- 
ſerved to be ſtuck. That this had continued 
for two winters, till Mr. Quin left the com- 
pany . and went to Lincolns-inn-ficlds play- 
houſe. 
It was further depoſed, that as Mr, Quin was 
fitting by the fire behind the ſcenes, _ Mr, 
; Owen 
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de, wen paſſed through, Mr, Quin ſeeing bim 
lee, here comes that raſcally, Whniggich, Lory 
elo, who . deſeryes to be ſtuck ; but Mr. 
Bowen went on, not ſeeming to take any notice. 
James Mounſey, ſurgeon, depoſed; that ons 
huriday the 13th of April, he was ſent for to- 
de Horn Tavern in Fleet - ſtreet to dreſs Mr. 
Bowen; that he found a ſmall wound under his- 
arm, and another in his belly, about four inches 
ow the navel, which he dreſſed, not then ap- 
prebending it would be mortal, but afterwards, 
on the Monday, Mr. Bowen being dead, he 
opened him, and found the wound had gone ſe- 
feral inches into the cavity of the belly, ſlanting 


1 A little towards the left, and had touched a gut, 
ad was perſuaded that wound. was the cauſe of 
3 his death. | | 


Mr. Quin, in his defence; pleaded, that he: 
having accidentally met Mr, Bowen at the⸗ 
Fleece Tavern in Gornhill, they drank together 
in the company, and had the converſation that: 
has been before related: that thereupon Mr. 
Bowen went away, leaving him in the company 
of Mr. Martin and; Mr. Day ; that in about a 
quarter of an hour a porter came and enquired- 
for him, telling him, a gentleman wanted to- 
ſpeak with him; whereupon:he took up his hak 
ad gloves, his fword being then by his ſide, ang 
Went away with the porter, and in Cornhilly: 
about {ix doors below the Fleece, he found Mr, 
Bowen, who ſaid he wanted to drink a, pint of 
Wine with him. Upon which he replied, if 
Mr. Bowen had half an hour to ſpare, hg: 
ought it would be better to ſpend it in the 
en Oxy had, befor beep i nee 
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de came away with the porter, and had not put 
his reckoning,, But Mr. Bowen refuſed ſo ty 
do, ſaying, he would go to the Swan; and aſt. Me 
ing for a room, f:)>wed the deceafed up or 
pair of ſtairs, and he followed Mr. Bowen, bu 
the room having been new painted, he ſaid it 
would not do; that then the drawer ſhewed the 
Great room, but there being ſome gentlemen in 
it, Mr.. Bowen ſaid, it would not db; the 
. Qrawer offered to draw a curtain to part the come 
panies,. but Mr. Bowen ſaving it would not de, 
went down ftairs,. he following him. Then 
Mr. Bowen faid he would go to the Pope's 
Head, where beiny ſhizwn a room, andicalling 
for a pint of wine they fat down; and he de- 
fired Mr. Boe to tell him what he had to ſap 
to him, defiring it might be ſhort, in that he 
had left his compar.y without paying the reck- 
oning. That then having drank each a glaſs 
wine, he perceived a.deſto; tion in: Mr. Bowen 
countenance, and he roſe: and barricadoed the 
door with tv'o chairs, told him that he had in- 
3 him peſt verbal' reparation, and nothing 


4 


t fighting him ſhould make him amends. 
That thereupon he argued with him, endes. 
vouring to diſſuade him, but Mr. Bowen bi 
him not trifle with him. That then he deſired 
him again to defer his reſentment, and fleep upott 
it, and if he could not come into temper the 
next day, he would meet him and aſk his pa- 
don in the ſame company that he ſaid he had in- 
jured him in; but Mr. Bowen bid him again 
not trifle with him, for that he had injured him 
in his reputation, which he was reſolved nevet 
to ſurvive. and would now do himſelf juſtice 
+ drawing his fyord- in a violent pation, 
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wore if he did not draw he would run him 
rough. Upon which he was obliged to draw 
his own «defence, and what was the conſe- 
wence has been before related. That he hav- 
gen Mr, Bowen the wound, he took him 
y we hand, kiſſed him, bid him take his hat 
nd wig, and go back to che Fleece, and ſend 
Ir. Marcin to him ro take care of him, after- 
aids to make his eſcape ;z and, if he died, de- 
ed hun to be a father to his children, 
The priſoner then called ſeveral witneſſes, 
ho depoſcd as follows: beſides the porter, who 
lepoſed as before, the drawer at the Pope's 
Head Tavern ſwore, that Mr. Bowen came and 
pfked for a reom ; that he ſhewed him one; 
hat having carried in a pint of wine, filled a 
plas or two, ſet it down, and went away, and 
knew nothing of any encounter, nor heard any 
viſe, till about a quarter of an hour after Mr. 
Bower my the bell, he went up, Mr. Quin 
4 gone, Mr. Bowen bid him go to the Fleece 
avern and call Mr. Martin, he went, but Mr. 
Martin was gone, he told Mr. Bowen, and he 
Id him call a ſurgeon, but recalling him again, 
did him call a chair, and Mr. Bowen went 
away in it, and at his going in, ſaid, that what 
Mr. Quin had. done, he had done very honour- 
bl; and juſtly, and that he heartily forgave Mr. 
Quin live or die. 
Mr, Meekins, the maſter of the Pope's Head 
Tavern, depoſed, that he being engaged with 
the pariſh oflicers then in his houſe, knew no- 
tling of the matter, till Mr. Bowen had got a 
chair in order to go away; that being in the 
chair, Mr. Bowen deſired to ſpeak with him, 
telling him he was wounded in his houſe ; o_ 
ther: 
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then he deſired him to ſend for a ſurgeon; hen 
plied he had, but he, could not be found; ay 
added, I ſent for you to tell you, F 1 die, he la 
= me juſtice ; be gave me fair play; I forgin 

m. 155 r 2 - 5 a, 4 1 Fe 
John Wrieht, drawer at the, Horn aver, 
depoſed, that Mr. Bowen came ack about ſereg 
o'clock.in the evening to their houſe in a chair; 
that He went with him to Steward's Coffec-houlg 
and after\wards io the Horn Tavern; that he 
ſaid he was wounded and deſired him to fetch 
furgeon, which he did, who dreſſed him, an 
being called to another patient went away; that 
then he aſked Mr. Bowen who had .wounde 
him? he replied Mr. Quin, but ſaid ſeven 
times he had done it fairly, and he freely forgue 
him. EA 3 778 ; ö Sow i * . * \ 
Prudence Inwell depoſed, that Mr. Bowe 
came to Stewards coffe-houſe in Flcet- ſtreet, ſup 
ported by the drawer of the Horn Tavern; he 
ſeemed very ill and out of order, and the, drawer 
aid he was wounded ; ſhe aſked him by Whom he 


ſaid he would not tell her, but he who did i 


had done it very fairly, and he freely forgave him, 
The prifoner put a queſtion to her, how Mr, 
Bowen had uſed to behave himſelf at her houſe! 
he very often uſed to be out of humour, and 
had frequently been very difturbing to the com 
an -+» . 
William Gadſon depoſed, that ke was at the 
Coffe houſe when Mr. Bowen came in, and 
that he ſaid he was wounded, but the gentleman 
that had done it, had done it fairly, and be 
freely forgave him. by. N 
Michael Owen depoſed, that he ſeeing Mr, 
Bowen come into Steward's Coffee-houſe in 
| diſorder 
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diſorder, did think he had been drunk, and 
therefore ſaid, here comes Bowen in his old pickle ; 
but afterwards underſtood he was wounded, 


heard him ſay it was done fairly, and he freely 


forgave the gentleman. 

Mr. Claret depoſed, that the next morning, 
he being in company with Mr. Wilks, he told 
him A Mr. ” Aran: was killed, and Mr. 
Quin had killed him, but that Mr. Bowen had 
ſent for him, but he did not much care for go- 
ing, as Mr. Quin had quitted their houſe ; and 
if he was brought in as an evidence to any mat- 
ter, the world might imagine he ſhewed ſome- 
thing of ſpleen. But, however, Mr. Bowen 
having ſent for him, he would go, and defired 
him to go with him ; that as there was a play to 
be acted for his benefit, if he died, his wife and 
children might have the benefit. 


That Mr. Bowen ſaid, Mr. Quin had given 


him very ill language that he could not bear ; 
that he had obliged him to draw his ſword, and 
then he received that wound; that when Mrs. 
Bowen talked of proſecuting Mr. Quin, he de- 
fired ſhe would not. Mr. Claret alſo added, 
that Mr. Bowen and Mr. Quin had often had 
diſputes, and always uſed to be jangling. 

Then the priſoner ſaid, whereas one Mr, 
Weller has given me a very ill character, I will 
produce to the Court one eaſon for that cha- 
rater, and thereupon called one Reaſon, who 
depoſed, he had heard Mr. Weller fay, that if 
he could he would be an inftrument of hanging 
Mr. Quin, for he had quarrelled with him and 
all the houſe, W 

The priſoner then added, that thou zh he was 
unwilling to bring the character of M.. Bowen's 

. K paſt 


175 Trial e Aus Quin, 
paſt life upon the ſtage, yet it being neteſſiry th 
his own defence, he bene of 1 ou 
call Mr. Francis Lee, who depoſed, that Mt. 
Bowen was a very quarrelſome man, and had 
ſeveral times attempted his life, and once patti- 
cularly as he was ſitting at his father's door, 
Mr. Bowen paſſed by him and aſked him how 
he did, to which he civilly anſwered ; that Mr, 
Bowen paſſed on, went into a coffee-houſe, and 
coming back in about half an hour, while he 
was ſtill ſitting there, without any provocation, 
called him raſcal, and ſon of a whore, drew 
his ſword, and cut him over the head, and 
riſing and retreating backward into the houſe, 
he happened to fall ; whereupon Bowen made 
two paſſes at him with his ſword, - which he 
putting by with his hand, miſſed him, and ſome- 
body coming by and taking hold of him, he 
was ſhortening his ſword to have ſtabbed him as 
he lay on the ground, but was prevented by 
perſons running to his aſſiſtance. That there- 
upon he adviſed with Sir Peter King, in order 
to proſecute him, and did; but by the mediation 
of ſome great men on Mr, Bowen's account, 

he made it up with him, 
That he afterwards attacked him in Saliſbury 
Court, when he had no ſword ; but people 
coming to his affiſtance prevented him; upon 
which he arreſted him. That he afterwards 
broke into his chamber, while he and his wife 
were in bed, demanding ſatisfaction of him. 
He added, that Mr. Böwen met him about 
three days before he received this wound by Mr. 
Quin, and would needs drink a pint with him 
at the Ship Tavern near Temple Bar, and there 
ſaid to him, Mr. Lee, you and I have had difft- 
* ren 
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rences, but I defire you to put it up: and as I am 
an older man than you, ſhall probably die before you, 
and I deſire you to come to my burial ; which I at 


laſt promiſed him to do, but had then no appre- 


benſion it would be ſo foon. | 
Thomas Allpreſs confirmed the firft aſſault of 

Mr. Bowen upon Mr. Lee, and that he ſeeing 

him puſh at him as he lay upon the ground, 


caught hold of him, and pulling him back pre- 


vented his ſtabbing him. 

William Brown depoſed, Mr. Bowen was 
always very refractory, and that he coming into 
the Sugar. Loaf Ale-houſe in Fleet-ftreet, ſaw 
Mr. Bowen with his ſword drawn, ſwearing 
and making #@ great diſturbance ; that the mau 
of the houſe defired him to go out, telling him 
he knew he would let him have no drink, hay- 
ing ſeveral times forbad him his houſe, he hav- 
ing made a difference between him and h.s wite, 
that he thereupan perſuaded him to go away, 
and not be farther troubleſome ;_ he was in a 
great paſſion with him, ſwearing G-d d- u his 
blood, you prevented me in my buſineſs, and I will 
4% yours for you. That be afterwards met Mr. 
Bowen and told him of it; to which Bowen re- 


plied, It is my temper, I meant no hurt, you are a 


very honeſt, man. #7 

The priſoner then called ſeveral perſons to his 
reputation, 

Mr. Theophilus Keen depoſed, that he had 
know Mr. Quin very well, always found him 
rather inclinable to make up quarrels than pro- 
mote them, and rather take thoſe things others 
called affronts than quarrelſomely reſent them. 
ogy hg confirmed by Mr. N Mr. 

ng, Mr. Hawks, Mr. Moreton, Mr. Brown, 
Kc, R 2 The. 
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The priſoner then added, I have done nothing 
but what I was compelled to do; had I not op- 


poſed Mr. Bowen's violence, I muſt have been 


guilty of ſelf- murder. 
The Jury, upon conſidering the whole 


matter, found him guilty of manſlaughter 


only. 
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The Trial of Maxy Price, for Murder. 


ARY PRICE was indicted for the mur- 
der of Ann Brickham, by ſtrangling her 
with a leathern ſtrap, the 3d of July, 1718. 
To which indictment ſhe pleaded Guilty; at 
which the Court being fomewhat ſurprized, 
would have permitted her to withdraw her plea, 
but ſhe Kill perſiſted to plead guilty. * RO 
The Court, then told her ſhe would do well 
to conſider what ſhe did, for that it was murder 
that was laid to her charge, which, perhaps, if 
ſhe pleaded Not Guilty, might not be proved 
upon her, but if ſhe confeſſed it, ſhe muſt be 
banged. To which ſhe replied, if ſhe did 
conſeſs it, ſhe confeſled nothing but the 
truth. x 
The Court perceiving that nothing had influ- 
ence on her to alter her plea, doubted whether 
the was compes mentis, and ordered her to be ſet 
by till the afternoon ; when ſhe was called up 
and arraigned again, but - ſtill perſiſted to plead 
Guilty, ſaying, ſhe did do it. And being aſked 
by the Court, why ſhe did ſo, ſhe replied, ſhe 
did it out of revenge to the ſather of the _ 
| an 


=” > => a> @a 35 > wah wm. oo moo om. 


or Murder. | 179 


aud had he been there ſhe had killed him : and 
as ſhe had done it, ſhe defired no other than to 
die for it, ſaying, blood required blood. 

Being afterwards called to the bar to receive 
ſentence of death, and being aſked what ſhe had 
to ſay why ſentence of death ſhould not paſs 
upon her according to law? ſhe replied, ſne had 
nothing to ſay. | 

The perſon whom ſhe murdered: was a girl of 
about three years and. a half old, the daughter of 
a ſoldier, the reputed huſband of her mother, 
his former wife. The provocation was, his 
taking away from her a tobacco-box, which ſhe 
ſet a great. value upon, for the ſake of the per- 
fon that gave it her, at his taking of which, ſhe 
threatened revenge either upon him or his; and 
accordingly he being gone to the guard, took 
one of his Jeathern garters, and having ſtrangled» 
the child with it, went out and acquainted 
the neighbours with what ſhe had dong; yet 
there was not in her the leaſt appearance of lu- 
nacy, | p 

Mary Price, otherwiſe Purry Moll, gave the 
Ordinary the account following : : 

That ſhe was twenty-one years of age, born 
in the pariſh. of St. Martin's in the Fields, had 
ſome time lived at ſervice, and af.erwards car- 
ted news about the ſtreets; that a young man 
who was à running footman to a' perſon who: 
was lately of the higheſt quality, having made: 
love to her, the banns of matrimony had been; 
three times publiſhcd in St. James's, Weſtmin- 
ſter, and at Shoreditch, where the lodued, but 

fore the marriage was conſummat ed, her ſuiter 
had carnal knowledge of her, and dn went 
out of England without acq izinting her with it, 
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and went to his maſter, but afterwards ſent her 
two letters, which not - pleaſing her very well, 
ſhe entertained another ſweetheart, one Simon 
Sheppard, brother to James Sheppard, executed 
for High Treaſon, who alſo went to ſea, but 
promiſing conſtancy and fidelity, gave her a to- 

bacco-hox. as a token, which box the deceaſed 
(being daughter to a ſoldier, either her mother's. 
huſband or companion) gave to her father, which 
ſo far incenſed her, that (having a ſpleen againſt 
the child before, and no good: reſpect for the 
father, he being a. ſervant to King George, to 
whom ſhe was diſaffected) ſhe: committed the 
Fact, for which ſhe ſignified a hearty. ſor- 

TOW. 7 a 


She was executed Auguſt 6, 1718. 
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The Trial and Confeſſion of SARAH Brown: | 
and WILVIAM AwpLEY, comvicted- of il 
Murder and Robber x. 


ARAH BROWN, otherwiſe GTLES, and | 
WILLIAM AWDLEY, were indicted 
October 16, 1718, for the murder of Na- 
thaniel Aﬀer ; and robbing him of a purſe and 
ten guineas, two gold rings, &c. the 28th of 
une laſt. | | 
Stephen Awdley depoſed, that on Saturday 
the 28th of June laſt, about ſeven o'clock in 
the evening, as he was walking with one Da- 
vid Beal near W hite-chapel church, the priſoner 
William Awdl:y who was his brother c: me to 
him, and pulling him by the fleeve tock hin 
afide and told him, that in fuch a place in the 


fields there was a man lay dead in a ditch, er 
a 
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had been murdered by a biteh; upon which he 
aſked him how he knew it ? he anfwered, that 
the woman firſt aſked if he would ſtand true, then 
told him of it. He then aſked him, if he knew 
the woman? He replied, yes. That then 
he and his friend went out to ſee, and ſearching 
about found the deceaſed, "ying with his head 
back, his mouth open, and his legs drawn up. 
That then he went, and diſcovered it to ſome 
perſons ar Mile-End. Whereupon the body 
was carried to a houſe; and his pockets being 
ſearched, a pocket- book was found; in which 
they difcovered' his name was William Aſſer. 
He then left directions in writing where he and 
his friend might be found if need ſhould be, and 
when ſent for, produced his brother William 
Awdley to give a farther account to the Jury. 
Oliver-Fen depoſed, that himſelf, the priſoner 
William Awdley, one Paul Crony, and Ralph: 
Emmery (the two laſt not yet taken)*having been 
drinking all the Forenoon, went to Salt Petre 
Bank, and: having been up all night before pil- 
fering and drinking, were fleepy, and went 
about Two in the Afternoon into the fields to 
ſleep, where they met the priſoner Sarah Brown, 
who told them there was a Gentleman with two. 
rings on his finger that was aſleep in ſuch a ditch. 
That ſhe had been fitting by him, but he had' 
taken no notice of her; that then they went, 
and Paul Crony went to him and pulled off his 
two rings, and that the Gentleman pulled in his 
hand; that then William Awdley took up two 
large pieces of brick and threw at him, one of 
which hit him on the head, and the other on 
his ſide; that Sarah Brown took out of his 
pocket a green purſe with eight or ten guineas 


182 Trial of SaRAH Brown, 
in it; that Ralph Emmery took a pocket-bock 
out of his pocket, and a quarter of a pound of 
coffee,, which he put in again, ſaying, they 
were queer; that then they went away to 2 
houſe at Salt Petre Bank, and Paul Crony gave 
him one of the rings to pawn, which he left 
with a perſon not yet taken : That they after- 
wards went and drank all together at a houſe at 
Salt Petre Bank, and Sarah Brown made an ex- 
cuſe to go out, pretending to go-to the Neceſ- 
ſary-houſe, and fo. 2 49. f and carried the mo- 
ney with her, ſo that he had no ſhare of it. 

. Other evidences depoſed, that when the Co- 
rener and Jury ſat. upon the body, William 
Awdley being produced by means of his brother, 
did there, upon examination, own, that he had 
thrown two brickbats at the deceaſed, one of 
Ca him on the ſide, and the other on his 
head. 

The ſurgeon depoſed, that he found ſeveral 
bruiſes and contuſions about the deceaſed, as 
tho' he had been beater very much, and tho 
there was no external wound, yet on opening 
his head near the temporal muſcles,. he found 3 
quantity of coagulated blood, and did believe 
that was the caule of his death. 

The priſoners both denied the fact, and Awd- 
ley pleaded; that he knew nothing of the mat- 
ter; that he was indeed drinking that Forenoon 
with Oliver Fen, Paul Crony, and. Ralph Em- 
mery,. and did go into the fields, but that he and 
Ralph Emmery laid down. in. the. firſt field, but 
Oliver Fen and Paul Crony had hit a rare blow. 
(as they termed it) of a hat and two rings, and. 
he went to the ale-houſe at. Salt Petre Bank to 
7 demand 
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it, for he Joſt it while he was aſleep. 


youred to prove that ſhe was at their houſe at 


dot do it to the ſatisfaction of the Jury, and 
it Oliver Fen telling the Court, that the huſband 


- WW of one of her evidences was, at that very ſeſſi- 
* WH ons, indicted for- pulling off a pocket; the Jury, 
* WH upon a full hearing of the matter, found them 


both guilty of the robbery and the murder; 


and they received ſentence of death. 
Sarah Brown, otherwiſe Giles, otherwiſe 
Cranfield, gave this account of herſelf: That 


fields; that when ſhe was young, her parents 


ing trade, and might have got a pretty liveli- 
hood by it, but being vicious and lewd, had 
before brought herſelf under the hand of. juſtice, 
being once or twice ordered to the workhouſe for 


the had followed for ſeveral years ; that ſhe had 
been married to one who had another wife, whoſe 
name was John Cole, otherwiſe Cranfield, who 


was now under condemnation with her for ſteal- 


ing a woman's pocket, but he obtained a re- 


prieve on condition of tranſportation z_ that tho? 


he was alive ſhe was married to another huſband, . 


an honeſt perſon in Whitechapel. As to the 
facts ſhe ſtood condemned for, ſhe denied them 
to the Jaſt, and, as the Ordinary ſays, was both 
ignorant and obſtinate. 


{mand/his own hat, ſuppoſing they had ſtolen 
Sarah Brown produced perſons who endea- 


Salt Petre Bank that day, from eleven in the 
Forenoon till one the next morning, but did 


ſe was twenty years of age, born in Spital- 


moved out of Spital- fields to the Mint in South- 
wark, and as ſhe grew up ſhe learned the weave + 


picking of pockets, which was the chief buſineſs _ 


William 


14 Trial of Jacos WILLIAM Harry, 

William Awdley ſaid he was eighteen 
age, born in Flower and Belt red 25 
Spital- fields; that his buſineſs was drawing to 
filk-weavers ; that growing looſe” he ran aw 
both from maſter and parents, and for the fix 
years before had followed very ill courſes, his 
chief buſineſs being to pick pockets, for which 
being found gui y he was once ſent to the work. 
houſe in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, and another time 
to London Bridewell; but theſe puniſhments 
wrought no reformation on him: he alſo denied 
the fact he died for, and ſhew'd but little ſign of 
repentance. 

They were executed at Tyburn, Oftober 24, 
1718. 
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The Trial of Jacosn WILLIAM Hankls, 
. atherwiſe StMpsON, for 4 Miſdemea- 
BUUr. 


ACOB WILLIAM HARRIS, otherwiſe 
JAMES SIMPSON, was indicted for 2 
miſdemeanour in that he did deliver ſeveral coun- 
terfeit letters to Col. Weſtal, to Mr. Thomas 
Ambroſe, and Mr. Ludlam, Chamberlain of 
London; pretending the letters to have been 
written by the honourable James Croigs, Eſq. 
ſecretary of ſtate ; by which means he did ob- 
tain ſeyeral ſums of money, for printing and 
publiſhing a book, intituled 4 Hiftory of the 
Royal and Iliuſtrious Houſe of Hanover. 
Col. Weſtal depoſed, the priſoner came to 
kim and produced a letter under a cover directed 
to him, Which was ſigned James Craigs, the 


purport 
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purport of which was to defire him to encoura 
the printing, &c. of the book abovementioned; 
ſignifying that he, Mr. Secretary Craigs, would 
take it as a reſpect ſhewn to him; that he there- 
upon aſked the prifoner whether it was Mr. 
Craigs the poſt-maſter, or his ſon ? to which the 
priſoner replied, it was his ſon the ſecretary of 
ſtate; that he thereupon. gave the priſoner a 
guinea; that the priſoner gave him a receipt in 
the name of Pemberton, and that tho* he de- 
ſigned to have kept the letter, yet he found the 
priſoner had ſhuffled it away among ſome papers 
he then had. 

Mr. Thomas Ambroſe depoſed, that the pri- 
foner came to him with the. ſame pretence and 
talk d of a great work carrying on by one Sir 
William, Bilk, or ſome ſuch name, and he hav- 
ing given him a guinea kept the letter, the pri- 
ſoner went away, and returning again, defired 
the letter, ſaying, that having Toft a letter that 
was for another gentleman, that would ſerve 


being put under another cover, ſo he let him 
have It, 


Mr. Ludlam depoſed, that he came to him 
as to the others, and he ſuſpecting him, aſked 
him if that letter was wrote by Secretary Craigs, 
to which he replied it was; but putting the mat- 
ter home, he began to boggle, ſaying, he could 
not certainly affirm a letter was writ | a perſon 
unleſs he had ſeen him write it. He thereupon 
ſecured both the letter and priſoner, and gave 
norice to Mr. Secretary Craigs, by which means 
the forgery was diſcovered. 

His examination at the Secretary's was read 
in Court; wherein he had acknowledged the 
affair, and named ſeveral other worthy perſons 

| from 
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from whom he had got money * the. ſame fray. 
dulent means; owned that he had formerly 
ſuffered the law for an offence of the like kind; 
that the intrigue was carried on by Michae 
Conner and himſelf; yet had effrantory enough 
to deny the facts, and to behave himſelf very 
- faucily and impudently before the Court, 
The Jury hewever found him guilty of the 
miſdemeanour, and he was ſentenced to ſtand in 
the pillory, to ſuffer ſix months impriſonment, 


T2 and pay a fine of twenty marks, 


j 


at 
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The Trial of Wrxxs and JoaxsoN, far « 
Rape. 


were indicted for a rape committed on the 
body of Ann wife of Michael Cooper, of twenty 
ſeven years of age, the twenty firit of May; 
that he the ſaid Jacob Wykes did, againſt her 
will, raviſh and carnally knew her the ſaid Ann 
Cooper, and that John Johnſon was preſent aid- 
ing and aſſiſting. h | 
Ann Cooper depoſed, that on the day afore- 
ſaid, ſhe being deſited by one Mrs. . Shouler to 
go to Jacob Wykes's houſe, at the, Globe 
| | Ora in Drury Lane, in order to ſend. for one 
Capt. Hacket, to defice him to ſend two guineas 
to Mrs Shouler; ſhe accordingly, went about 
.o'clock in the afternoon to the ſaid Wykes's houſe 
(who, ſhe faid, had kept a bawdy-houſe in the 
Hundreds of Drury; and being aſked by the 
Court, how ſhe knew it to be a bawdy- houſe, re- 
_ © plied, ſhe had occaſion enough to know 7 to her 
2 . | orrow 
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ſorrow) and that when ſhe came thither there 


Johnſon the drawer, and a porter, whom ſhe de- 
fired him to fend to the Italian Coffe- houſe for 
Capt. Hacket; that Wykes aſked her to go into 
a room, and carried her into a back room, and 
the drawer brought her half a piat of wine, then 
in came Mr, Wykes, faying, Madam, I have 
ſent for Capt. Hacket, and takes a glaſs of wine 
and drinks, comes to her, and ſays, Madam, 
G- -d d- my foul I muſt lie with you. To 


which ſhe replied, he ſhould not; but he {wore 


he would, and fell to ſtruggling with her, and 
ſhe was down upon the ground ſtriving, and 
crying out till ſhe was almoſt dead; that ſhe 
ſtill reſiſting and crying out, he hit her ſeveral 
blows on the face, ſtopped her mouth, held 
her by the throat; and ſhe at laſt recovering 
herſelf upon her knees, though quite ſpent 
with ſtriving and crying out, he flung her acrofs 
a low table and did lie with her there, the draw- 
er, Johnfon, all the while holding the, door on 
the outſide; that being done, the drawer opened 
the door, and he deſired him to call a Con table 
but he ſaid, D---n her for a bitch, not he; if 
you make ſuch a noiſe III kill you; but he after- 
wards came telling him kus maſter hired him to do 
it; that not being able to get a conſtable, {he went 
away Crying, with her cloaths tore, and a mob 
after her, the next day to Exeter Street, to one 
Cater, a Conſtable, telling him how ſhe had been 
uſed, but he-refuſed to go without à warrant; 
that Mr. Cater had told her he defir-4 to meet 
him to make it up; to prove this ſhe ccile che 
following evidences : | » 
Vor. II. 3 ; The 


was nobody in the houſe but Wykes the maſter, 


Pe 


'F88 Trial of Wrxrs and Jounson, 
The Conftable depoſed, that ſhe came to him 
an Saturday night, the day laid in the indict- 
nent, telling him that the man at the Globe Ta- 
ern had lain with her whether ſhe would or not, 
ut he thought it was not ſafe to go without a 

arrant. 7 BP! _ 
On the Thurſday following Mr. W ykes came 

2 her; ſhe ſaid he had ſtruck her niece, but he 
denied that he had either lain with her or ftruck 
her, but ſaid if he had done her any harm, he 
would aſk her pardon, ſaying he was very drunk, 
and he gave her ten ſhillings for tearing her 
ſmock. | ns. blitz pd 

Hugh Reaſon depoſed, that he was at Cater | 

| houle, and ſhe told him ſhe had been abuſed by 

Wykes, that he wanted to lie with her, and 
forced her body, and that he had ſtruggled with 
her, and bruifed her arm, but he ſaid he knew 

nothing of the matter. 1 A 

Robert Neal, Clerk to the Juſtice, depoſed, 
that ſhe came to him on Saturday night between 
nine and ten ,o'clock for a warrant, ſnubbing 
and crying fo that ſhe could not ſpeak for ſome 
time nor tell him what ſhe came about. She 

ave an information azainſt the priſoner, that 
he lay with her upon the table, and more, as in 
the information; that when ſhe came her 
cloaths were rumpled, her arms bruiſed, and, as 

ſhe ſaid, was hurt in other parts, which he did 
not enquire into, | 1 lt bens " 

He added, that the priſoner was gone from 
his houſe that night, and was not taken till five 
days after, | P Et, 

Joſeph Gambel depoſed, that when ſhe came 
home her gown was torn, all the ſleeve off, her 


apron and her ſmock torn, her arm black and 
blue z 
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blue; that ſhe told him ſhe had been uſed by 
the priſoner as before declared, and that he 
threatened if ſhe made a noiſe'he would murder 
her. © | | 
He being aſked by the Court as to her cha- 
racter, ſaid; ſhe had lodged with him five 
months, had always behaved herſelf very mo- 
d:{tly, and he never knew any thing to the con- 
trary ; that had ſhe been otherwiſe ſhe ſhould 
never have come into his houſe ; that ſhe always 
kept very good hours, had no company reſorted 
to her, wo ked very induſtriouſly at her needle, 
and as he had been informed, had a huſband at 
ſea, who ſent her ſometimes ten pounds, ſome- 
times thirty pounds at a time. et 
Margaret Clark depoſed, that the week fol- 
lowing when ſhe ſaw her, her arms had ſeveral 
marks, which ſnhe ſaid came by her being ſo 
miſuſed by the priſoner; the ſame was confirmed 
by one Ann Clark. | 

The priſoner Wykes pleaded, that indeed ſhe 
came to his houſe on the day aforeſaid about 
four or five; o'clock, and enquiring for Capt. 
Hacket, he ſent for him ; that ſhe went into a 
toom about five foot, from the bar; that the 
door was open all the while, and his wife in the 
bar; that company calling above ſtairs, he went 
in to her, and that ſhe having drank one half 
pint of wine, called for another, and having 
paid for two half pints, went away without 


making any. noiſe, 


The porter depoſed, that he was in the entry 
all the time ſhe was there, and the door open 
all the} vile, and that his miſtceſs was in the 
bar or bar-room at the ſame time. 0 
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The priſoner then called perſons to her cha- 
rater, 
Mr. Jennings depoſed, that ſhe was a com- 
mon woman, that ſhe made it her bufineſs (ag 
they call it) to trap people by pretending to be 
with child by them, be raviſhed, &c. that he 
thought there was not ſo notorious a woman 
. upon the face of the whole earth ; that ſhe had 
. indicted one Mr. Butler, a gentleman in the 

F leet, on ſuch an occahon, and that he had 
produced no leſs than thirty-feven evidences 
againſt her. That ſhe had arreſted a perſon for 
a baſtard child, and at the fame time owned ſhe 
was not with child; that he offering two gui- 
neas and a half to make it up, ſhe ſwore d----n 
him, had it not been for him ſhe would have 
got 100l. of him. 

Daniel Singleton depoſed, that by relation ſhe 
had ruined balf a hundred families, and had em- 
ployed' him and his partner to arreſt a man for 
a baſtard child, and while his partner was gone, 
he being with her, ſhe took his hand and put 
the middle finger of his right hand to her body, 
and directed him, &c. | 
One of the officers of the Court depoſed, 
that ſhe was the oldeſt bite, and oldeſt whore in 
town, that ſhe had ruined ſeveral that he knew, 
and made them run away from their fami- 
lies. | 
John Scot, another officer, depoſed, that ſhe 
had been a common woman of the town for 
ſome years, had been ſent to the work-houle, 
&c. | | 

Joſeph Short depoſed, that ſhe had by fuch 
ſtratagems got a note of a ſilverimich of his ac- 
quaintance, 
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aintance, and he was forced to get a warrant 
for her to make her deliver it up. 

In anſwer to this, ſhe affirmed to the Court, 
ſhe was as innocent of all as an Angel in 
Heaven. | | 
VD Upon the whole, the Jury acquitted both the 

priſoners. 115 
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The Trial of EpwAAD Biap, for Murder, 
his Defence and State of his Caſe, 


DWARD BIRD, of St. James's, Gent. 
was indicted, Jan. 10, 1719, for the mur- 
der of Samuel Loxton, by giving him one mortal 
wound with a ſword, on the right ſide ef his 
body, between the firſt and ſecond ribs, of the 
breadth of half an inch, and depth of twelve 
inches ; of which he immediately died. 

He was indicted a ſecond time on the Coro- 
net's inqueſt for the ſame ; and likewiſe a third 
time on the ſtatute of ſtabbing. 

Thomas Baberton, otherwiſe Vernaſſel de- 
poſed, that on the 25th of September laſt, the 
priſoner came to Mr. Seedwell's houſe, at the 
Bagnio in Silver-ſtreet, together with a woman 
in a coach, bringing with him a-hottle of Cham 
paign wine; that Samuel Loxton , the deceaſed, 
waited on them; that they went to bed, aud 
Jay till about two o'clock, and chen kno-kine, 
the deceaſed went up; and coming down, faid, 
the priſoner demanded a bath, and that he bein 
then cupping a great gentleman, told him he 
had almoſt done, and he thould haye one got 
8 3 read 
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ready as ſoon as poMible ; that Loxton cat e 


damned him and curſed him, and ſaid he 
would haye one that very moment, and had 
threateued and attempted to kill him; that the 


gentleman whom he was cupping, to go up td 
him, the deceaſed being afraid to go; that he 
went up, and told him he ſhould have a bath 
pre {cently ; he had ſet the cock a running, and it 
would te ready in the 8th part of an hour: that 
the priſoner ſaid, G-d d. you, firrah, I will 
have it this moment ; and getting out of the bed 
made cight or ten paſſes, which he avoided by 
holding the door in his hand, and pulled it. to; 
then hearing him either let his ſword fall, ot 
throw it down, he ventured to open the door 
again to pacify him; but the priſoner run after 
him and flung him down ſtairs, and broke three 
cr four of his ribs; that his miſtreſs hearin 

this, enquired what was the matter, and calling 
her maid, ſent her up to the priſoner to aſk him 
why he would kill her ſervants. To which 
the priſoner replied, G-d d- you for a bitch, 
FI could cos e at you I would flick you firſt. That 
then his maſter, Mr. Seedwell, got up, and 
with Mrs. Seedwell, himſelf and the deceaſed, 
went to the prifoner all together ; that Mr. Seed- 
well went in firſt, 'the deceaſed next, and him- 
felf followed; Loxton with a candle in his hand 
and Mrs. Seedwell ſtood at the door; that Mr. 

Seed ac ell ſtood by the bed-fide, and the deceaſed 
at the bed's feet; that he ſtood behind the de- 

ceaſed; that they had none of them any manner 

of weapon, ſword, flick, cane, nor any thing, 

ſaving a candle and candleſtick; that then Mr. 

Seedwell 


down again, and told him the gentleman 


prifoncr ſtill knocking, he begged leave of the 
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zeedwell expoſtulated with him thus: For God's 
ſake, Sir, what is the matter ® What have my- 
wroants done? if they have offended you I will pu- 
ib them before your face; you ſhalt have any de- 
ammodation in my houſe ; but if you cannot be eaſy 
here, I will provide yen either coach or chair, to go 
where you pleaſe, and aſe nothing for what you have 
bad; but I beg of yon not to make a diſturbance ; 1 


have feveral perſons of conſideration in my houſe, 
you 10 do me a AA That the priſoner 72 | 
ing {til} very outrageous, without any other pro- 
vocation, ſtarted up in the bed, and taking a 
ſword, which lay naked on the left fide, the 
woman lying on the right, and raifing himſelf 
up, griping his ſword, made two ſtabs at the 
deceaſed, at the ſecond of which he ſtaggered a 
little, and fell backwards againſt him, never 
ſpeaking one word, but died immediately, and 
was found with a pinch of ſnuff betwixt the 
thumb and finger of bis right hand as he lay 
dead on the floor. 

Mr. Seedwell confirmed his evidence as to the 
manner of the fact; adding, that when he ex- 
poſtulated with him why he would kill his ſer- 
vants, he replied, G- Kees u, I will kill you 
all; and that they had ations ſtruggling 
with him before they could difarm him, he en- 
deavouring to kill all of them ; that the woman 
lay ſtill, and neither ſaid or did any thing. 

Mrs. Seedwell confirmed the generality of 
what had been before depoſed ; adding, that 
when ſhe ſent up the maid, ſhe bid her give her's 
and her maſter's ſervice to him, and tell him 
they would both wait upon him immediately; 
and that che maid came down, and ſhe ſpoke 
of her huſband's going up; the maid rephed, 

, Madam, 
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Madam, the gentleman ſays he will murder my 


maſter, 
She added, that when he had killed the de. 
ceaſed, they were endeavouring to take bis 
ſword, and he having it under his arm, made 
a thruſt to wound any that ſhould happen to be 
behind. | 7 oa 
The Surgeon depoſed, that he being ſent for, 
found the deceaſed quite dead, and ſearchin 
found two wounds, one ſlanting five or 
inches, but did not penetrate, the other betwixt 
the firſt and ſecond ribs, that penetrated the 


© body and lungs four fingers deep, which, he ve- 


rily believed, was the cauſe of his death, 
A farrier at Putney depoſed, that about two 
_ before, the priſoner brought his horſe to 
im, and required him to pare down his hoof 
after an unuſual manner ; which he refuſing, the 
priſoner drew his ſword, and run him quite 
through the body. 2 
The priſoner, in his defence, pleaded, that 
being to go out of town, the next day, he lay 
at the Bagnio to prevent the trouble that getting 
out early in the morning might occaſion to the 
family; that about two o'clock he deſired 2 
Bath; that the waiter coming to him, told him 
he ſhould have one; and at other times told him 
he ſhould have. none, went away, and locked 
him in; and in about a quarter of an hour, they 
all came up and ſaid he ſhould have no bath, 
but be turned out into the ſtreet that moment; 
that he refuſing to go, they all ſurrounded the 
bed, laid hands on him, tore his ſhirt, and the 
deceaſed gave him ſeveral blows, which bruiſed 
him very much on the fide, arm, and on his 
knuckles ; that he thereupon thinking miſchid 
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vas deſigned him, drew his ſword to defend 
himſelf; and the deceaſed repeating his blows, - 
and unfortunately falling, or ſtooping towards 
the bed, this unfortunate accident happened to 
2 man that he never had any difference with be- 
fore. | 

In proof of which he called the following 
witneſſes. ee | | 

Suſannah Webſter . depoſed, that ſhe being 
at the place aforeſaid, the priſoner about two 
o'clock in the morning, knocked, and would 
have a bath, but the waiter made anſwer, that 
there was a great gentleman in the Bath, and 
he could not till five in the morning, and then 
he would call him; that he ſaying he would 
have one preſently, the waiter replied, G-d d. 
him for à raſcal, he neither could, nor ſhould have 


any. | OS 1% 
To which the priſoner replied, that gentlemen 
were not to be ſo abuſed; that upon this he 
arole, and puſhed the waiter out of doors; that 
the man at the beds-feet ſtruck the priſoner, and 
ſhe heard an out-cry of murder, and was afraid 
they ſhould both be murdered ; that ſhe ſaw the 
priſoner riſe up in his bed, and two men hold- 
ing him; that when the deceaſed lay dead on 
the floor, he had a dark coloured cane hanging 
at bis wriſt by a black ftring, but ſhe knew of 
no ſword in the bed, nor ſaw any wound 
given. | 
Elizabeth Roſs depoſed, that ſhe lay that 
night at the Bagnio, and hearing the diſturbance, 
went to the priſoner's room, and ſaw the de- 
cealed lying on the floor, and a cane lying by. 
him, and a faggot-ſtick upon the ſtairs, hard by 
he door of the room; which laſt gircuoiſtance, 
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25 to the faggot-ſtick, was alſo confirmed by 


another evidence. a | 
Thomas Walker, who ſucceeded the deceaſed, 
as waiter at the Bagnio, depoſed, that a gentle. 
man camè to the Bagnio, and enquired into the 
circumſtances of the fact, being ſhewed the 
room in which it was done, examined the door 
and wainſcot, and could not perceive any marks 
of the eight or ten paſſes made againſt it by the 
riſoner, as had been depoſed . by Thomas Ba- 
erton, and that he diſcourſing with Baberton 
about the breaking his ribs, . ſeeing him ſtript, 
faw no mark or appearance of: any fuch thing ; 
and, that Baberton, when he aſked him why 
did not apply ſomething to. them, ſaid, they 
were not broke, but bruiſed. And, as to the 
deceaſed, beſides an ill character, ſaid, that he 
uſed to be abuſive to gentlemen ; bad been 
wounded not long before; which the . proſecutors 
could not deny. $409 N 


- The priſoner called ſeveral witneſſes to prove 


that his ſhirt was very much tore; which was 
confirmed by the eonftable and watchmen who 
apprehended him, and alſo was produced in 
Court. 7 J | 

He alſo called the conſtable, . watchmen, and 
ſeveral other witneſſes, who depoſed, they ſaw 
4 bruiſe on his arm, and alſo a hurt on his 
knuckles, and that they were bloody. 

He likewiſe called ſeveral people of credit and 
worth to his reputation and peaceable demeanour 
who gave him a very good character 

He alſo obſerved that little credit was to be 
Freer to the evidence of Baberton, otherwiſe 
[ernaiſel, who had ſwore that three or four of 
ys ribs were broken, when it was —_ 
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ather evidence, that he himſelf owned that his 
ribs were not broke, but only that he was 
bruiſed ; and he owned in Court that he had 
never made uſe of any ſurgeon, &c. on that ac- 
count, | | 
Upon hearing the 'whole matter, 'the Jury 
found him guilty of all the indictments, and 
he received ſentence of death accordingly. *' 
Before he received ſentence, being aſked what 
he had to ſay why judgment ſhould not be paſſed 
upon him according to law, he addreſſed the 
Court in the following terms: £ 


7 Submit myſelf” to your Lordſhip and this honour- 

able Bench; and I beg only your honourable fa- 
wur and regard, that as the witneſſes for me ſwore 
poſitively to my being aſſaulted, and that the Fury 
(to ny great misfortune} were not pleaſed to give 
gedit to the ſame, your Lordſhip will make the moſt 


favourable interpretation of it. 


But above all, I deſire your Lordſhifs notice, 
that there were many manifeſt contradictions in Ver- 
najſel's evidence,” and I may ſay, 1mpoſſubilities in 
ether of their witneſſes, beſides his denying on my 
trial, that he double locked the door, which he fwore 
be did before the Coroner, makes me, with reaſon, 
beteve my life. has been malichaſiy ſought ; for 1 
tall God to witneſs, 1 did not offer the leaſt vinlence 
: _ deceaſed, till after I was truck and ill-u/ed 
iu. , 55 

J fubmit myſelf io your Lordſhip, and hope you 
will make ſuch fa: urable report to his Majeſiy, as 
may not obſirutt, but leate room to apply to his wiſ- 
aun for Mercy | 
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The Ordinary: Account of Hin. | 


This Mr. Bird, aged about twenty eye 
years, ſaid to be born of wealthy parents 2 


Old Windſor, was well brought up by then, 


who gave him a Chriſtian and gentleman-like 
education. They put him early to the care and 


inſtruction of the late Reverend Dr. Buſby, 
Maſter of Weftminfter-School; and thence, 
when pretty well advanced in his learning, n- 


moy'd him to Eaton-College. After ſome ſtxy 
there, they finding his inclination was to ſee the 


world abroad, fitted him out for his travels; and 


then he made a tour in France, and went alſo in 


2 &c. When he had ſpent ſome time abroad 


in foreign countries, he returned into England, 
and not long after had a lieutenant's commiſſion 


in the regiment of horſe commanded by the 


Lord Marquiſs of Wincheſter. Before this, be 
had in a great meaſure, given himſelf up to a 
yicious courſe of life; and his evil inclinations 
growing ſtronger in him, he at laſt abandon'd 
himſelf to all mannef of lewdneſs and debauche- 
ry; the conſideration whereof I put cloſe to him, 
endeavouring to bring him to due ſenſe and true 
repertance of hu paſt follies. And here I put 


him in mind likewiſe of his ill uſage to a virtuous 


gentlewoman he formerly married, defiling the 
marriaze-bed, &c. 

While 1 was laying theſe things, and many 
morc of a h-inous nature, before him, and tell- 
ing him chat the world abroad rung of them, he 
deny's dem not; but ſaid he was not guilty of 
Murder. the crime he ſtood condemn'd for ; and 


— OO , f 
chat as to Ocher fins, he had begged —_ ir 
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God for them, and did not doubt of his mercy, 
Many private admonitions and directions I gave 


him, and offer'd to pray by him in his Chamber, 
which I did when he gave me leave; but very 
often he deſir'd me to ſpare that part of my ſer- 
vice, becauſe he was very buſy, was to write 


letters, expected Company, and ſuch like frivo- 


* 


lous excuſes, | 
All the time he was under confinement in New- 
ate, I could not perſuade him to come to prayets, 
and hear the word of God in the Chapel, Which 
he might have had an opportunity to do twice 
every day for the moſt part of that time; which 
was between the 26th of September 1718, and 
the day of execution. And the reaſon of his fo 
long confinement before he was brought to his 


trial, is this : 


When he ſhould have been try'd at the ſeſſions 
held in the Old Bailey in October 1718, he 
pleaded he was not ready for his defence, and ſo 
his Trial was put off to the next ſeſſions, to be 
held in the Month of December then following :; 


but before that time came, he failing fick, and 


the Phyſicians, who vilited him, making 2/A- 
davit, that he was not i a fit condition to be 
removed out of his chamber, the Court did 2g un 
deter his trial to the ſeſſions beginning on Fhurie 
day the 15th, and ending on Monday the 19h 
of January, 719-20. Then he was arraigned, 
try'd and convicted of murder, and accordingly 
recciv'd ſentence of death. | | 
Aiter this I repeated iny viſits: to him, and 


FAS a » Ms 
diced to have been more frequent than before 


in chem; but 1 found him always fo buſy, fome- 


tines in writing, and at other times with com- 


Vo II. * pany 
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. pany, that I could hardly have any o rtunity: 
: — to him of his Leaf Rats. Mere 
leſs, I endeavoured to prepare him for his 
change, and for a better life, &c. To this he 
ſeemed to give a little attention, but ſomethin 
coming into his mind which he ſaid he m 
do — 5 ug he deſired me to leave him; ſaying | 
he would ſend for me another time, when he was 
at leiſure, Aecordingly he did, but when I 
came to him, I found he had not ſent for me to 
pray by, him, or diſcourſe him about divine mat- 
ters, but only to ſhew me the draught of a 
paper which he ſaid he had prepared by the help 
of a friend, and which he intended to publiſh, 
Upon this, after I had (as he defired I ſhould) 
read it, I told bim glainly; that the drift of that 
paper, being to infinuate he had not juſtice done 
dim at his trial, he muſt not think that the world 
would believe him to he (as he endeavoured to 
_ appeat) innocent of the murder he was condemn'd 
for. + at ? 

Having freely declared, my mind to him in 
this matter, and that according te my judgment 
(who was at his trial, from the beginning to 
the end) I thought him juſlly cenvi qed of that 
murder; and that I would adviſe him to reflect 
upon none but himſelf, telling him, he would 
certainly (if he did impartially conſider the thing) 
acknowledge his guilt, and repent of it. At this 
he ſeemed to be uneaſy; but T told him, That 
though I was veiy, utiwilling to. offer any 
thing to a gentleman that might grate upon 
his ſpirit, or be unacceptable to him; yet 
it was my duty to make his fins as odious to 
him as I could, in order to bring him to N 

[2 | x » 
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juſt abhorrence and deteſtation of them; add- 
ing, that if he would pleaſe to conſider the vicious 
ſteps that had led him to this barbarous Crime, 
he would find abundance of fins, beſides this, to 
repent of; which he muſt do before hz died, or 
elſe be eternally undone, To this he ſaid but 
little, and I left him for that time. 

When I came to him afterwards, if it was in 
the morning, he deſired me to come in the af- 
ternoon: and if in the afternoon, to come the 
next morning; thus he induſtriouſly endeavourcd 
to trifle away his time, and ſet aſide all thoughts 
of his approaching ditflo!ution, 

On Saturday I exhorted him to come the next 
day to the Chapel, and apply himſelf entnely to 
holy meditation, prayer, and hearing the word 
of God with due attention and fincere devotion, 
but I could not perſuade him to come, nor in- 
deed at this time to let me pray by him; alledg- 
ing, his head was fo full of other matters, that 
h: cou'd not mind any thing elſe, and theſe 
ether matters (which elated to his trial) were 
contained in a printed proof of a paper (not 
that before-mentioned) which he ſhewed me, 
and which he ſaid he was now correcting, in 
order to be put to the preſs. 3 
Leſterday being the Lord's day, I viſited him 
in his chamber, and did the like this morning; 
when underſtanding that he had the night be- 
fore took a doſe of poiſon, and after that tabbed 
himſelf in ſeveral places, I told him, I was ſorry 
to hear he had added fin to fin, by attempting 
to commit a freſh- murder, and that too upon 
himſelf : to which he replied, hat he did no © 
think it was a in becauſe he was to die. We- 

3 1 


202 Frialcef EDwaRD Bind, 
upon 1 endeavoured to make him ſenſible he had 


no power over his own life; and that by this he 


put himfelf in danger of carrying his guilt un- 


repented of into another world. 

As there was all along great endeavours uſed 
to fave his life, I obſerved to him, that neither 
the ſollicitations of his friends, nor his own at- 


tempts upon himſelf, were able to prevent God's | 


juſt judgments againſt murder, &c 


At the place of execution, whither he was 


carried in a mourning coach, I attended hin or 


the laſt time; and when he was removed out of 
that coach, (where in he had ſtaid about an hour 
with his mother after his arrival there) J praycd 
with him in the cart, gave him ſome exhortatt- 
ons, ſung a penitential pſalm, made nim rehci:\ 
the Apoitle's creed, and then wiſhiag bun 20 


life he nad made profeſſion to believe, I retiicd 


from him. 5 

One of the three Clergymen that went with 
me to ſee the execution, ſtept into the cart when 
4 left him, but could work no good on him; 
who, inſtead of applying himſelf to his devo- 
tion, and deſiring the ſpectators to pray for him, 
and take warning by him, turned himſelf firſt 
one way, then another, and called for a glaſs of 
wine; but being told it could not be got there for 
him, he defired a pinch of ſnuff; and taking it, 
he bowed to the pgentlewen near the cart, and 
ſaid, Gentlemen, I wiſh your health. After this he 
was tyed up, turned off, and bled very much at 
the mouth or noſe, or both, + 6 

He was executed at Tyburn, on Monday Feb. 
2%, 1718-19, | . 


. 


for Murder. 
Mr. BI R D's Caſe; ; 


HE nature and circumſtances of this pro- 
ſecution will appear from the malice and 
character of my proſecutors ; ſo as clearly to 
ſhew the world the — of defending my 
life in danger, When attacked in the night by a 
deſperate affaillant, and a madman, as his acti- 
ons and al} men accounted him. 

And I humbly beg your favourable attention 
in my caſe, | 

Which the more it is enquired into, the more 
the world will be convinced of the hardſhip Mr. 
Bird lies under. For it appears, the foreman of 
the Jury was landlord and intimate friend of the 
maſter of the Bagnio, which I was not ac- 
quainted with at my trial. 
And he flatters himſelf, it will be judged 
very improbable, that three perſons ſhould force 
themſelves iato his chamber, in a violent man- 
ner, the door being double-locked, and bring no 
ſticks, or other weapons with them, either to 
alſault or defend themſelves; eſpecially ſince 
Venerſel ſwears, that when he was in the room, 
the ſaid Mr Bird was angry wich him, and 
tirew him down fairs. ſo that he broke three or 
tour of his ribs with the fall. 
Vienerſcl's evidence being netoriouſlly falſe, it 
u preſumed can be no weight. He ſwears, that 
his rivs were broke by the fall don ſtairs ; yet 
depoſeth, that he returned with bis maſter and 
the deceaſed into his chamber, and attended che 


T3 ſame 
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fame day, for ſome hours, before the Juſtice of 
peace; and every day ſince has done all the hu. 
fineſs he uſed. to to, without one day's intermiſ- 
ſion ; which are very ſtrong proofs that his evi- 
dence was falſe in that part, and he humbly 
conceives muſt invalidate his whole evidence. 
| Beſides, Mr. Walker ſwore, he had owned to 
him (who was a waiter in the Bagnio) that he 
had none of his ribs broke ; and that ſeeing him 
naked he had no bruiſes, Sworn in Court. 
In his evidence before the Coroner, Venerſel 
ſwore, that he double-locked the doo. 
Upon the trial he denied the door was locked 
at all. 3 | 
Another ſwore, that the deceaſed had a pinch 
of ſnuff betwixt the thumb and finger of his 
right hand, an hour after he lay dead. 8 
it ſeems ſcarce credible, that he ſhould be 
taking ſnuff when he went into Mr. Bird's 
chamber, but if he had, phyſicians and fur- 
geons all agree, that his fingers could not keep 
in that poſition, butof courſe muſt have relaxed, 
as they and all other parts do in a dying 
perſon. | Wee. Eg 
Ann Smith, another witneſs examined againſt 
him, appears ſince, not to have been in the 
houſe till near an hour after the accident hap- 
pened. See Ann Town's affidavit. 
The evidence given by the farrier, on which 
much has been relyed in order to arraign and 
blacken Mr. Bird's character; it is to be hoped 
the ſame appears to be entirely malicious; it be- 
ing of a fact by him ſaid to be committed two 
years before the trial: and beſides, Mr. Bird not 
ſuſpecting any ſuch evidence to be offered againſt 
| . 
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him, was not prepared to defend himſelf againſt 
it; which otherwiſe he could haye done, and 
proved it falſe and malicious in all reſpects; 
moreover, Mr. Bird gave his wife half a gui- 
nea; ſhe bringing the ſaid Mr. Bird, the next 
day, a baſket of grapes, and excuſing and aſx- 
ing pardon for her hufband's inſult to him, and 
ſad he was drunk. 18 . [ 75: E 
No notice was taken of the ill character 
the waiter, nor of the deceaſed, ' who: had 
many times by his unmannerly behaviour 
provoked ſeveral gentlemen to beat him, in or- 
der to get ſmart- money out of them, and had 
many wounds upon his body he got by quarrels 
with gentlemen, none of Which, or any of Mr. 
Bird's moſt material witneſſes, and even they in 
Court, were called, particularly Mr. Charles 
Brome, and Mary his wife, and Mr. John 
Johnſon : whoſe affidavits are hereunto affixed. - 

As to their aſſaulting Mr. Bird, there is Mrs, 
| Webſter, the only unconcerned perſon in the 
room (though they threatened that they. would 
commit her to Newgate with Mr. Bird, and 
that ſhe ſhould certainly be hanged) ſwore, that 
he was aſſaulted by three men in his bed, and 
{truck ſeveral blows with a cane (for Mr. Bird 
calls God to witneſs, that he did not offer the 
leaſt violence to the deceaſed, till after he was 
abuſed and ſtruck by him.) She further de- 
poſed, that they forced into the ioom, the door 
being double-locked, ſurrounded the bed, and fell 
to beating, tearing, and abuſing Mr. Bird, be- 
fore he had his ſword drawn, he never ſtirring 
olf the bed, as confeſſed by his proſecutors. 
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Another perſon depoſed, that being in che 
houſe, he faw the deceaſed, and a rl 
| near him as he lay dead. ' 

Many gentlemen of worth and reputation 
peared in Mr. Bird's behalf; and 2 
Cole, the late Reſident at Venice, and his 
lady, depoſed, they ſaw Mr. Bird was bruiſed 
very much on his arm and knuckles. The con- 
ſtable and watchmen ſwore, at the time they ap- 
ptehended him, they ſaw the ſame bruiſes, and 
his ſnirt very much torn; à ſurgeon, who 
dreſſed the bruiſes, fwore the ſame; as' alſo, that” 
Mr. Bird: had other bruiſes on his body, Which 
he dreſſed. 4 
As to the money offered; 1 e that to be 
as baſe an aſſertion as their manifeſt perjuries, 
— the character of their infamous houſe can 
publiſh,. Sc. See Mr. Jobnſon's affidavit. 

For a further character of the deceaſed, here. 
follows the affidavit of his firſt and lawful wife, 
the Miniſter's wife, and ſome other witneſſes of . 
chat firſt —_— 


th Banos Regis. 


"Ufannah "ns the widow of Samuel Lox- 

ton, deceaſed, who was the late ſervant at 
the Bagnio in Silver-ſtreet, maketh oath, that 
in 105 one thouſand ſeven hundred and thir- 
teen, and as near as this deponent remembers, 
on the twenty-ninth day of the ſaid month, this. 
depcnent was legally married to the ſaid Samuel 
Loxton, according to the rights and ceremonies 
of the church of England, in College-court, 
Weſtminſter, by Mr. Shaw, a Cler yman, at-- 
bis houfe there, i in the preſence of John yon 


* 
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f "iſh, and Anna Maria Dorton; and this depo- 

| gert hath had two children by the ſaid Samuel 
Lcxton, one Whereof is now Jiving ;. and fur- 
the; ſaith, that ſince this deponent's marriage 
wit the ſaid Sammel Loxton, he the ſaid Sa- 
mu} Loxton married one Dianna Seedwell, 
the daughter of the maſter of the id Bagnio, 
which as ſoon as this deponent fifcovercd, ihe 
cauſed the ſaid Samuel Loxton to be apprehended 
and carried before Juſtice Saintlo, who on full 
examination of the matter, committed the ſaid 
6muel Loxton to Newgate, for mairying two 
wives; Where he lay till he was acquitted by 
the late act of grace, or general pardon. And 
this deponent* Farther faith, that the ſaid Samuel 
L-xton, this deponent's late huſband, was the 
{id Samucl Loxton, that was killed at the Bag» 
mo in Silvei-ſtreet, by Lieutenant Bird. 


, | Suſannah Loxton. 
Jur. in Cur. II dis Februarii, 
Arno qui nto Georgii Regis. 


| HEV, the wife of James Shaw, clergyman, 
maketh oaths as follows, that the depo- 
nent was by and preſent, when Samuel Lo ton, 
late ſervant at the Bagnio in Silver-ſtreet, was 
married to Diana Seedwell by this deponent's huſ- 
band, at his houſe in Coliege-Court, Weſtmin- 
ker, which was, as near as this deponent can re- 
member, about the beginning of September 1714, 
and not before; and this deponent can the bet- 
ter depoſe, for that the ſaid Diana at that 'very 
ume had a pair of green laced ſhoes on, which 4 
ſhe put off before ſhe was married, ſaying, green 
was an unlucky colour, and ſhe would not be 
- ON Es | married 
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married in green ſhoes. And this deponent für- 
ther ſaith, that as ſoon as the ceremony was over, 


one Mrs. Dorton, a neighbour of this depo- 
nent's huſband, came to this de ponent's huſband's 
door, and met this deponent in the entry, and 
told her, that ſhe hoped this deponent's huſband 
had not married the ſaid Samuel Loxton to the 
ſaid Diana Seedwell, for that this deponent's 
huſband had above a year before married the ſaid 
. Loxton to one Suſannah Cowper, and that his 
ſaid wife Suſannah was then living; whereupon 
this deponent, in a very great ſurprize, acquainted 
her huſband with what he had. done, and aſked 
him how he could marry the ſaid Loxton to the 
ſaid Diana Seedwell, when his former wife was 
living ? and this deponent, upon ſearch of this 
deponent's huſband's book, wherein he enter'd 
his marriages, found the faid Loxton's Marriage 
with his frſt wife Suſannah enter'd, and ſhew'd 


it this deponent's huſband, upon which he 


he ſeemed much concerned, and ſaid, he did not 
remember that he had before married the faid 
Loxton, and ſeemed very forry for what he had 
done, 


Fur. in Cur. 11 die Februar, 
coram F. Ayres 


In Banco Regis. 
HN Corniſh, of Parker's-Lane, Holborn, 


Malſter, and Anna Maria Dorton, Widow, 


living in the Hay-Market, jointly and ſeverally 
make oath, that in July 1713, and as near, as 


” theſe deponents remember, the 29th day of that 


month, Samuel Loxton, late ſervant at the Bagnio 
2 in 


Mary Shaw. 
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in Silver-ſtreet, deceafed, was married to his new 
wife Suſannah Loxton, (whoſe name before mar- 

age was Suſannah” Cowper) by one Mr. Shaw, 
a clergyman. of the church of England, at his 
' houſe in College-Court, Weſtminſter, in the pre- 
ſence of theſe deponents. And theſe deponents 
can the better depoſe, for that this deponent, 
John Corniſh, gave the ſaid Suſannah Lox- 
ton away to the ſaid Samuel Loxton, as her fa- 


ther. | . 
7 John Corniſh. | 
Anna Maria Dorton. 
Jur. in Cur. 11 die Februar. Ano 
guint. Georgii Regis. 
. Base Riss. 


a D 
| AN Hariſon, of the Pariſh of St. James's, 
Widow, maketh o:th, that fhe very well 
knoweth Suſannah Loxton, the widow of Sa- 
muel Loxton, late ſervant at the Bagnio in Sil- 
ver- ſtreet, deceaſed, and this deponent lodged in 
the ſame houſe with her, at Mrs. Dorton's when 
ſhe, the ſaid Suſannah Loxton, laid in of her fiſt 
child, and that whilft ſhe laid in of her firſt 
child, the ſaid Samuel Loxton came frequently to 
ſee her. And this deponent further faith, that 
when he was with her, he owned her as his wife, 
and the child as his own child, and called her 
his wife over and over again in this deponent's 
hearing, and in the hearing ot a great many other 


perſons, 
Ann Har. on. 


fur. in Cur. 11 die Fehr. Anno, 
quinta Georgii Regis, 


- 
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N JARY de Coſta, the wife of John de Col 
1's * maketh oath, that Samuel Loxton, lat 
ſervant at the Bagnio in Silver- ſtreet, deceaſed 
In May 1714, ſent for this deponent, and tod 
ber ne had a child by Sufannah Loxton hi 
wife, to put to nurſe, and agreed with this de. 
ponent for 28. Gd. a week to nurſe the fail 
cad; and accordingly this deponent nurſed the 
ſaid child 14 weeks, for which this deponent wa 
paid by the ſaid Samuel Loxton; and afterward 
the ſaid Loxton took away his faid- child from 
this deponent, and dropt the ſame in the ſtrett, 
for which he Was taken up by the officers d 
St. Bride's Pariſn, London, and thereupon the 
ſaid Samuel Loxton, during the time this de- 
ponent nurfed his {id child, owned and con- 
feſſed to this deponent, that he was lawiully 
married to the ſaid Suſannah Loxton, and that 
ſhe was his wife, but declared, he had made : 
reſolution never to cohabit with her. 
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1 Copy of the Commitment of Samuel Lox- 
ton, for living in Adultry with Diana 
Seedwell, his firſt and lawful Wife Su- 
ſannah Loxton, being then living: For 
which he was. commitled to Newgate, 
ana came out by bis Majeſty's At of 
Grace. 


Migdleſey. 


Te the Keeper of Newgate. 


ECEIVE into your cuſtody the 
body of Sainuel Loxton, charged 
before me, by his own confethon, for 
feloniouſly marrying of Diana Seed- 
well, his firſt wife Suſannah Cowper 
being ſtill alive: keep him till diſcharg'd 
by due courſe of law. Given under my 
hand and ſeai the 1 3th day of July, 


1717. | 
L. Sainilo. 


Vera Cepia examen per Boden- 
ham Rouſe, Turnkey 


NN Town, ſervant to Mr. Seedwell, at the 
41 Bagnio in Silver- ſtreet, depoſeth, that on the 
25th day of September laſt, ſne, this deponent, 
was ordered to wait upon Lieutenant Bird, with 
2 gentle woman in his company, who behaved 
himſelf like a very quiet and civil gentleman, 
who after being in bed to repoſe himſelf ſome- 
time, Mr. Venerſell ſaid, the (aid lieutenant de- 
ſired a bath, which ſhe this deponent underſtood 
was denycd him; and that Venerſell was puſhed 
out of the room, and fell down ſtairs, but that 
Venerſell returned back, and double locked the 

Vor. II, U "faid 
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ſajd Lieutenant's door on the outſide, as Vener- 
lell told her. This deponent farther ſaith, that 
there was no perſon in any bath at that time. 
And this deponent further ſaith, that ſome time 
after ſhe lighted Mrs. Seedwell, Venerſell and 
Loxton the deceaſed up ſtairs, Loxton having a 
cane in his hand, and Venerſell a faggot-ſtick, 
but the candle falling, ſhe returned down ſtairs 
to light it. This deponent further ſaith, that 
Ann Smith, (a witneſs againſt the ſaid Lieute- 
nant) was not in the houſe till ſhe was called by 
this deponent, which was after Loxton (the 
deceaſed) was dead, being then about four 
o'clock in the morning. And this deponent 


further ſaith, that ſhe this deponent, together 


with another woman, wife to William Backer, 
were the only perſons in the ſaid Lieutenant's 
room, to examine and ſearch Mrs. Webſter, 
the gentlewoman who came with the Lieuten- 
ant) whether ſhe had any penknife or other 
weapon, whereby to do any miſchief; the ſaid 
Mrs. Webſter then telling this deponent, that 
the ſaid Lieutenant was very much abuſed. 
And this deponent further ſaith, that ſhe this 
deponent having afterwards ſome diſcourſe with 
te aforeſaid Venerſell about the cane and fag- 
got-ſtick before mentioned, he, the ſaid Ve- 
neriell, told this deponent, that ſhe muſt not 
fpeak any thing about the ſaid cane and faggot- 
itick, lcft the fame ſhould prove a means to 
fave the ſaid Lieutenant Bird's life. And this 
deponent further ſaith, that ſhe this deponent 
was prevailed with by a ſtranger, under fair pre- 
tence:, to go to drink ſome liquor, whereby 
ſhe this deponent became intoxicated, and there- 
by hindered from appearing at the trial of the 


ſaid 


— 
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ſaid Lieutenant Bird, ro give teſtimony hereofꝰ 
which ſhe this deponent deſigned otherwiſe to 


have done. | 
POWIS. 


HARLES Brome, late of Spring Gardens, 
( in the patiſh of St. Martin in the Fields, 
upon oath declares, that about rhis time twelve- 
month, Samuel Loxton, deceaſed, came into 
his houſe in Spring-Garden about the hours of 
nine or ten, in a white linnen waiſtcoat, 
drawers and night-cap, and call'd fer a quarte:n 
of brandy, and drank to forme company in the 
ſhop, and immediately after forced himſelf into 
tie company of ſome gentlemen belonging to 
the Guards, and a diſpute ariſing about the 
ſtate priſoners, he vindicating their cauſe, and 
juſtifying their hard uſage; the gentlemen forbid 
tim their company, but he refuſed to go, and 
was for fighting with any of them, owing 
the wounds he had received from ſome gentle- 
men, and ſwore he had thirty guineas damage, 
and ſwore he would have a hundred more before 
be had done with him. And 1 finding him 
bent for quarrelling, I perſuaded the gentlemen 
to quit my ſhop, leaſt any m. ſchief ſhould enſue, 
which they did; and the company being gone, 
| perſuaded him to go home, and demanded my 
reckoning, which he told me he could not pay, 
ſwearing he had not above three-pence in his 
pocket, and would not pay. 

Charles Brome. 


fur. coram me 7 Feb. 1718. 
Paul Margaret, 


U2 MARY 
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ARY Brome, wife of Charles Brome, 
of the pariſh of St. Andrew, Holborn, in 
the _— of Middleſex, Gent. maketh oath, 
that one Samuel Loxton came into this depo- 
nent's huſband's houſe in Spring Garden, about 
a twelve-month ſince, in a white linnen waiſt- 
coat and drawers, and by his dreſs and appear- 
ance ſhew'd himſelf in every reſpe& to be 
. mad, and that he intended miſchief, by his 
quarrelſome behaviour, with all the people in 
the houſe, and opening his cloaths ſhewed 
ſeveral wounds, and faid he had received thirty 
guineas for one of the ſaid wounds, and ſwore 
that his father-in-law would ſue the gentleman 
for a hundred guineas more, and that he did 
not value his wounds which he had, for he got 
money by it; and ſwore he cared not for them, 
tor- he believed he ſhould die by the ſword, 
and went away, and refuſed to pay his reckon- 
ing. 


Mary Broms. 


Jur. 7 die Feb. 1718. coram me 


Littleton Powis, 


J OHN Johnſon, of the pariſh of St. James's, 
within the liberty of Weſtminſter, Gent. 
maketh oath, that he is a neighbour to Mr. 
Seed well, who keeps a bagnio in Silver- Street 
by Golden-Square; and hearing that one 
Loxton was killed there, he this deponent 
went to the Rummer Tavern the next day after 
the ſaid Loxton was dead, to enquire how 
that matter happened ; and did find there one 
Venerſell, a waiter to the ſaid bagnio; 100 
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told this deponent, that Capt. Bird had the 
night before thrown him down ſtairs and broke 
four.of his ribs.z upon which this deponent aſked 
Venerfell who was his ſurgeon? he the ſaid 
Venerſell replyed, he had no ſurgeon, but was a 


ſurgeon himſelf, and had ſet his own ribs, which 


this deponent believes to be impoſſible, and that 
the ſaid Venerſel only ſaid ſo to aggravate matters 
againſt the ſaid Capt. Bird. And this deponent 
further ſaith, That he knew the deceaſed Loxton, 
who was a drunken troubleſome man, and 
frequently abuſed the preſent government, and 
was, ſome time before his deceaſe, like to have 
been kill'd by a gentleman in the ſaid bagnio 
(as it is in the neighbourhood generally report- 
ed) for his inſolent behaviour: that the ſaid 
Loxton has owned to this deponent, that he 


had two wives living at the ſame time; and Mr. 


Scedwell, who kept the ſaid Bagnio, would per- 
mit any man with a woman to lodge there, 
without aſking any queſtions who they were. 
And laſtly, this deponent further ſaith, that Mr. 


Boſwel, who was foreman of the Jury upon the. 


trial of the faid Captain Bird, was landlord to 
Mr. Seedwell. And that he this deponent is a 
perfect ſtranger to the ſaid Captain. 


Fobn Tobnfon, 


Jur. 7 die Feh. 1718. 
coram R. Eyre. 
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The Trial of JASPER Arnotp ond Wii: 
' LIAM GODDARD, for a Treſpaſs. 


ASPER ARNOLD and WILLIAM GOD. 
DARD, of St. Andrew's, Holborn, were 
indicted at the Old Bailey, December 5, 1778, 
for a treſpaſs in tearing two leaves out of the 
Regiſter book for marriages, belonging to the 
Church of St. Andrew, Holbourn. 
The witnefles depoſed, that Goddard having 
been married there in the month of June 1711, 
to one Rachel Small, and afterwards married to 
another, his firſt wife being alive, they were 
employed to take out a certificate of the marri- 
age; and finding it entered in the Regiſter, did 
ſo, but going about a fortnight after to ſearch 
the book again, found no ſuch entry there. 
Upon which they applied to Mr. Hopley, Dr. 
Sacheverel's Clerk, defiring to know what was 
the . reaſon, that whereas, there was but a little 
before, in the Regiſter book, an entry of the 
marriage of the ſaid Goddard with Rachel 
Small in the month of June, 1711, there could 
none be found now? 2 
Mr. Hopley- depoſed, that upon this occaſion 
ke examined the regiſter book, and could find 
no ſuch entry, but obſerved there was a vacan 
in the book from the 3oth of May to the fr 
of July, ſo that it appeared a. whole leaf had 
been taken out ; and that the leaf that anſwered 
to it was gone alſo; and made a vacancy from 
the 21ſt of February to the 27th of March, 
whic 
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which making him very uneaſy he acquainted 
Dr. Sacheverel with it. : | 

He further depoſed, that Jaſper Arnold was 
his deputy, and under-clerk of the Temple, and 
uſed to have free recourſe to the ſaid regiſter-book, 
at all times, to enter or fill up, in his abſence ; 
and that he queſtioning him about it, he denied: 
it with oaths and imprecations. . 

The Doctor then ſent for Thomas Herring, 
who told him, that Arnold declared to him, that 


he had tore out the leaves, and had a note of 
Goddard's hand for five pounds for doing it: 


that thereupon Arnold being urged to confeſs 
the truth, did acknowledge it, aud ſhewed the 
note for ſive pounds that Goddard had given him, 
and ſaid, that Goddard had burnt the leaves. 
Another witneſs depoſed, that Goddard had 


owned that Arnold came to him ſeveral times, and 


ſollicited him to employ him to do it; that he 
had given Arnold a note of five pounds to tear 
out the leaves; that he had done it; and that 
himſelf was by at the doing it. : 

The priſoners. both denied the fact; and Ar- 
nold pretended he had lent Goddard money, who 


gave him the note upon that conſiderations. 


But notwithſtanding their evaſions, the Jury 
found them both guilty of the indictment. 

They were fined ten marks a- piece, and to 
— on the pillory at St. Andrew's, Hol- 
orn. 


p- . 
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The Trial of 'Maxx AnTaony Dr 4 
PorT, @ Popiſo Prieft, for à Miſdt. 
meanour, 


TARKE ANTHONY DE LA PORTE, 


VI of St. Ann's Weſtminſter, was indicted 
March 4, 1719, for a miſdemeanour, in that 


he being a Popiſh Prieſt, did exerciſe part of his 


function here in the pariſh of St. Ann's Weſt 


minſter, by marrying James de Fleury to Bar- 
bara de la Gard, according to the rites of the 
Church of Rome, contrary to the ſtate of W. 
III. for preventing the growth of Popery. 
James de Flury depoſed, that the priſoner 
told him he was a prieſt of the Church of Rome, 
and that he married him to Barbara de la Gard, 
on the roth of June; that he gave them a eerti- 
ficate ſigned with his own hand, and witneſſed by 
ſeveral others. 

Reney de la Fontain, and Jane de la Fon- 
tain, depoſed, that they were preſent at the 
marriage, ſaw the prieſt performing his office 


and ſign the certificate, and that they witneſſed 


it themſelves. 

Mary Evans depoſed, that ſhe was preſent, 
but did not underſtand French nor Latin ; that 
ſhe ſaw the form of a marriage ceremony of 
the ring, joining of hands, &c, and witneſſed 
the certificate. | 

The certificate being proved, was read in 
Court, wherein the priſoner aſſerts himſelf to 
be a Roman Prieſt according to the rites of the 


church 
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church of Rome, and mentions what Romiſh 
Biſhop he received orders from. 

The Jury found him guilty ;: and he was 
ſentenced to perpetual impriſonment in ſuch place 
or places within the kingdom, as his Majefty, 
by the advice of his privy council, ſhould ap- 
point, | 1 


—— 


— — _ 


The Trial of CATHERINE Jones, other- 
wiſe ROWLAND, and her ſtrange Ac- 
quittal. 220 


ATHERINE JONES, otherwiſe ROW 
LAND, was indicted September 5, 1719, 
for marrying Conſtantine Boone in April laſt, 
her former hufband John Rowland, being then 


living. 


John Rowland, by Dr. Talboy, on the 27th 
of April, 1713, at a private houſe in Blue Ball 
Alley in the Mint, Southwark; and to Conſtan- 
tine Boone laſt April in the ſame houſe. 

The priſoner owned both marriages; and, in 
her defence, ſaid, that the laſt ſhe was married 
to was no man, and therefore could not be a 
huſband ; that it was a monſter, an Hermaphro- 
dite, and had been ſhewed as ſuch at Southwark 
Fair, Smithfield, and ſeveral othes places, and 
called ſeveral witneſſes to prove the ſame ; one 
of whom depoſed, that he knew the mother of 
it, who brought it up as a girl in apparel at 
ſchool, and to handle the needle, till it was 

twelve 


It appeared that the priſoner was married to 


. 
1 
; 
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twelve years old, when he turned man, and went 
to ſea. | N 


dhe was alſo produced in Court, and owned 


her being an Hermaphrodite, and having been 
ſuewn. 

And it appearing by her own confeſſion, as 
well as other evidences, that the woman was 
more predominant in her than the man, the pri- 
loner was acquitted. 
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The Trial of THOMAS TROT, fir 
burning a Ship. 


W HOMAS TROT, of Lyn-Regis, in the 

county of Norfolk, was indicted, for that 
he on the 20th of June laſt, on the high ſeas, 
within the juriſdiction of the Admiralty of Eng- 
land, in a place called Peter's Creek or Haven, 
near Long- Sutton, did maliciouſly, wilfully, 
and feloniouſly cauſe to be burnt, a ſmall ſhip 
or veſſel called the Providence of Lynn, value 
thirty pound. 

The Council for the King, on opening the 
indictment, ſet forth, that the priſoner, Thomas 
Trot, did purchaſe a ſmall veſlel, for which was 
paid the ſum of twenty pounds, partly in money, 
and partly in Engliſh ſpirits, and conveyed part 
of the property to one John Hope in London; 
that having — this, he goes to refiting this 
ſhip, and laying out ſome ſmall ſums upon it: 
when he pays the perſons, he gets them to give 
receipts for ſo many pounds as he pays them 


ſhillings, and by this means calling her a By 


_ 
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of ſixty tons, on. which by bills, he proves ſo 
much to be laid out as amounts to the ſum 
of 240). then the thing looks ſhining. The 
next thing is to pretend to uſe the coaſting 
trade, and load her from port to port; then 
ſending to his correſpondent at London, who 
goes to an inſurer, ſhews a bill of ſale of 2401; 
and inſures 2001, upon her; then he goes to 
another inſurer, and inſures 200l. more. So 
the next thing is to get the inſurance money, 
The method is this; he gets a poor fellow, one 
Philip Marſh, a clock-caſe- maker, to be the 
maſter; but then the ſhip muſt ſail to Wiſbich 
to be loaded with muſtard-ſeed, But the clock- 
caſe - maker being no ſailor, he gets a poor 
fellow, one Richard Martin, to carry her to 
Wiſbich, in the Ifle of Ely; when they came 
thither, this Martin is turn'd off, and then the 
clock-caſe-maker is let into the ſecret, and the 
ſhip is to be made away with, to get the 400l. 
inſured upon her; which Was 3 to and 
done between the priſoner Thomas Trot and 
Philip Marſh. So then the demand is made 
upon the inſurers; they enquire into the matter 
ſtrictly ; Marſh being pinched with cloſe queſ- 
tions, his conſcience flew in his face, and he 
cries, God forgive me, I burnt the veſſel with my 
own hands; and the inſurers, to repel the in- 
juſtice the priſoner would have done to them, 
deſired that juſlice may be done upon him. 
For which purpoſe they called the following 

witneſſes. | 
Mr. Haycock depoſed, that the ſhip was 
bought of one Breilan, about fifteen months 
2, at Michaelmas 1717; thai he and Mr. 
Wilkinſon . were once concerned with Trot 
for 


22 Trial of Tmomas Tor, 
for a quarter part for ſome time, but finding 
he was for unlawful praCtices, he quitted his 
concern with him. The Council aſked him, 
what were thoſe unlawful practices? he anſwer. 
ed, he propoſed that the veſſel ſhould be ſent 
ſome-whither, and be inſured, and he would 
bring us our money Inſured, in order to which 
ſhe would be deſtroyed. | 

George Wilkinfon depoſed, that the veſſel 
was bought for twenty pound in money and 
Engliſh ſpirits ; and then ſome money was laid 
out, to the beſt of his judgement, under ten 
pound, that when the veſſel was fold, and the 
bill of ſale, which was twenty pound, mult be 
made fixty pound, becauſe, he ſaid, he had one 
concerned with him, and he would be willing 
to know the charge at once; and ſuppoſing 
forty pound would fit her for uſe, that made 
up the ſixty pound. | 

Thomas Marſh depoſed, the priſoner would 
needs have him from Wiſbich to Lynn, telling 
him he would put him into ſomething that ſhould 
be for his advantage; ſo he went, and there 
found the veſſel called the Providence of Lynn, 
an old leaky thing, that no perſon would trult 
old ſhoes in. Then this veſſel not being fit to 
go to ſea, workmen are ſet to work to patch 
her up. One provides her with ſome ſtraps and 
iron work ; his bill came to 5s. this he deſired 
might be made five pounds. Another man's bill 
came to three ſhillings, and this was made three 
pounds. Thomas Markham for tar, &c. his 
bill came to eleven ſhillings and eleven-pence, 
and the receipt is taken for eleven pounds eleven 
ſhit.ings. One Blackwell a Block- maker, bi 
bill was five ſhillings, his was made five pow 

| en 
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Then ſaid he, the ſhip muſt be painted, and 
made fine ; ſometimes he daubed, and ſometimes 
Iz and the oil and colours, and one thing or 
other, came to one pound thirteen ſhillings, this 
is made thirty-three pounds. Theſe accounts 
were fent to John Hope the Diſtiller. He ſaid 
alſo, that while they were thus buſily employed 
to fit out this veſlel, the people of the town 
would ridicule the priſoner and him, this witneſs, + 
and call the priſoner Super-cargo, and him Cap- 
tain, inſomuch that neither of them had conh- ,. 
dence to ſtay there any longer; and they were 
then put out to ſea to go to Wiſbich, to take in 
thirty-ſix ftrike of muſtard ſeed ; but then they 
wanted a pilot; at laſt we got a poor fellow, 
one Richard Martin of Long Sutton, who was - 
to be put in as maſter, who carried her up 
Wiſbich river, and there the prifoner ſaid, ſhe 
would lie quiet; but by the way, for all ſhe was 
juſt come out of the dock, ſhe was ſo leaky, I 1 
was obliged to ſtand continually at the pump 
for fear the whole ſhip's crew ſhould be drowned ; 
being got there, we got a bargeman to put ſome 
eakum into her holes, and the priſoner ſends to 
Mr. Hope for ſome money; he ſends him 
twenty half ankers of brandy, and he having 
{old them, puts the money into his pocket; then 
the maſter, Richard Martin was turned off, aud 
we run her up into 2 ditch, where ſhe lay ſafe 
land-locked between two banks, where there 
WS no danger of drowning, if we could but 
keep the water out of her; thete we moured 
be,, tying her faſt with ropes to two ſtakes at 
the ſtern, caſting two anchors out of hcr bead ; 
then ſhe lying in a private place between ficlds, 
we were employed in getting away the fails, 

Vor. II. pumps, 
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Pump, boxes, and every thin that was work 
any thing, which the ſaid Thomas Trot ſaid. 
would ferve another veſſel he had at Yarmouth, 
then we cut ſplinters, daubed them with tar, 
and he got ſtakes out of the hedges, and carried 
them on board, and he put me to ſet it on fire, 
which I at firſt ſcrupled, but he told me theie 
could be no danger, it would not ſet the earth 
on fire, nor the water, and there could be no 
damage in it; for a man might do what he would 
with his own, if he did not hurt his neighbours, 
Having thus prepared matters, he went and lay 
perdue a little way off to ſee how it went on; 
and I having ſet fire to it, got out, being above 


my knees in water and mud in getting to ſhore, 


and he gave me money to carry me to Upwell 
the ſame night. Before I ſet it on fire I was to 
have ten pounds a month, and had been with 
him two or three months, but had little of him, 
except a quartern of brandy now and then, and 
a pot of drink or ſo; but then he was employed 
to write to London, that the part-owner might 
go and demand the money of the inſurers, and 
and then I was to be paid my wages, 

The Court having heard 2 of the mat- 
ter, and it appearing that the offence was com- 
mitted intra corpus comitatus, i. e. within the body 
ef the county, and not within the juriſdiction of 
the Admiralty, the priſon was acquitted. 
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The Trial of Jaxz Grizrin, convifted of 


Murder. c 


ANE GRIFFIN was indicted Jan. 16, 1720, 

for the murder of Elizabeth Oſbens, by giv- 
ing her one mortal wound, near the leſt pap, of 
the breadth of one inch and a half, and the 
depth of fix inches, of which ſhe inſtantiy 
died; ſecondly, on the Coroner's inqueſt ; and, 
thirdly, on the ſtatute of ſtabbing, 

Mr. Lund depoſed, that himfalf, Mr. Tan- 
ner, and ſome other genilemen, were at Mr. 
Griffin's to ſupper; that the priſoner's huſband 
(Mr. Griffin) was called down out of the com- 
pany, and about an hour after he came up and 
told Mr. Tanner, there was one below would 
ſpeak with him; that he aſked who it was, and 
he told him a woman ; that he aſked him-what 
was the matter, he told him, matter enough: 
that he was ſhewed through the kitchen into the 
little parlour behind it, where he found the de- 
ceaſed lying on her back upon the ground, as 
he thought, murdered, that he aſked how it 
came? and was anſwered, that the bitch had 
murdered herſelf, in putting up the pewter ; that 
Mr, Tanner came-down immediately after him, 
and he ſet her upon her breech, pulled down. 
her cloaths at her breaſt, and Mr. Tanner put 
his finger into the wound, and likewiſe to her 
mouth, and pulled out the clotted blood with 
Which ſhe was almoſt ſuffocated, which, when 
they had done, by wiping her mouth, and 
Rroking her, ſhe came to her ſenſes, and ſpoke 
a little; that he _—_— Ii hether ſhe knew 
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them? the ſaid, Yes.---Do you now us both? 
Yes.--- Are you ſure you know us ? Yes.--+Betty, du 
you ftab yourſelf ® No, no.---Who did then ? My 
miſtreſs. He aſked her over again, Who did it ? 
and ſhe replied, A) Miſtreſs. He aſked her, if 
fhe was fure of it? and ſhe replied, Yes. Upon 
which the priſoner's huſband ſaid, for God's 
fake aſk her no more queſtions, for if you do, I 
ſhall be undone, 

That he adviſed the priſoner's huſband to ſend 
for Mr. Hawkins the Surgeon ; that when he 
came into the kitchen, the blood there and in 
the parlour had been mopped up, and fand 
ſtrewed upon it, that he put away the ſand with 
his feet and diſcerned the blood under it ; that 
the deceaſed had no head cloaths on, and her 
hair looked as if ſhe had been dragged out of 
the kitchen into the parlour by it; that when 
Mr. Hawkins came he probed the wound, and 
faid ſhe was a dead woman. | 

He added, that about fix weeks before, the 
deceaſed had received a cut on her arm, which 
ſhe came up and ſhewed him, ſaying, her miſtreſs 
did it, and ſhe believed ſhe ſhould be murdered 
by her one time or other; that he ſpoke to the 
priſoner not ts be ſo paſſionate to her maid : ſhe 
replied, Du her a bitch, Pll be her butcher one 
day or other, He replied, Have you a mind to be 
hanged for it? ſheanſwered, ſhe believed no perſon 
would think it worth their while to hang her for 
killing her. 

Mr. Tanner confirmed all the foregoing par- 
ticulars; and added, he helped her up to bed, 
and lent Mr. Griffin a knife to cut the deceaſed's 
ſtays, and after they had undreſſed her they put 
her to bed, and that Mr, Tanner _—_ Mr. 


riffin, 
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Griffin for the knife again, he ſaid, what ſigni- 
fies it, but he reached over the deceaſed's body 
and took it up; that he obſerved the kitchen 
and parlour had been mopped up; and that 2 
lock of hair ſtood out on each fide of the de- 
ceaſed's head as if ſhe had been dragged by 
them, and added, that he bound up her arm 
when it had been cut as aforeſaid z and that he 
enquired for the weapon with which that _ 
fi had been committed, and Mr. Griffin anf- 
wered, he did not know where it was, but.he 
would fcarch for it; and added, that he had 
often heard the priſoner abuſe the deceaſed. 

Thomas Forſter depoſed, that he being at 
work in the houſe ſometime before, ſaw the pri- 
loner give the deceafed a cut over the arm with 
a caſe knife, and ſaid, if ſue was not her Butcher 
then, the ſhould fome time or other. : 

Mr. Hawkins, the Surgeon, depoſed, that he 
was fert for about ſeven or e-ght o'clock at 
night, and that he went through the kitchen 
nts a room behind it, where the deceaſed fat in 
2 charr, ſupported between two perſons, and he 
probed her wound, which penetrated into hex 
body, and all the ſymptoms of death were upon 
her ; that they had her up ſtairs, and laid her 
upon the bed, and defired the man of the hoa't 
to bring up ſome clean linen, ſhe being all 
bloody; that then he and Mr. Nockols opened 
her and found a great quantity of hlood in her 
breaſt, and the wound near through her heart, 
and by the ſhape of the wound he ſuppoſed it 
might have been done by an inſtrument ſmall at 
the point, and growing wider like a bayonet, or 
iron ſkewer; and there having. been a report 
given out that the "_ with child, they opened 

3 | 
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the womb, and found all the demonſtrations 
that ſhe was not. | 

Elizabeth Smith, aunt to the deceafed, de- 
poſed, that Samuel Banniſter called upon her 
about 10 o'clock at night, telling her that the 
maid was very bad; that when ſhe came the pri- 
ſoner's Midwife told her, Betty died ſuddenly of | 
a convulfion fit ; that Mr. Griffin told her there 
had been no words, and that the deceaſed being 
in the kitchen by herſelf fell down in a convul- 
ſion fit with a caſe knife in her hand, and that 
they gave her wine in a cup for fear ſhe ſhould 
bite the glaſs, and deſired her to be there the 
— day, becauſe they intended to bury her 

en. ce. 3 
But the priſoner ſaid, the Coroner muſt ſet on 
her firſt; to which the (this witneſs) replied, 
trat ſhe never knew the Coroner fit on any 
that died of the convulſions, and went home 
and - acquainted her hufband with what ſhe had 
heard, | PB | 

Mr. Smith depoſed, that his wife coming back 
with this ſtrange ſtory, he went to Mr. Nock- 
ols; knocked him up, and defired him to go 
along with him to-the deceaſed ; that they went 
up ſtairs, and found the deceaſed dead on the 
floor, ſtript, and a bloody cloth over her. 

Mr. Nockols depoſed, that he found the de- 
ceaſed oh the floor naked, with a fheet over 
her; that he went to probe the wound, but his 
probe was not long enough, and therefore deſi- 
red Mr. Griffin to lend him a long ſkewer ; but 
he refuſed, ſaying, here had been a ſurgeon 
before, and there was no.occaſion ; that himſelf 
and Mr. Hawkins opened the deceaſed, and that 
three pints or two quarts of blood poured out 

5 | | at 
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deep, quite e lungs, an mot 
through the heart, and that ſhe was not with 
child, 24 e 
The priſener, in her defence, proteſted her 
innocence, and as a proof thereof that ſhe 
did not fly, which ſhe. would have done had 
ſhe not been conſcious of her innocence, having 
opportunity enough to go away before ſhe was 
taken up. She alfo obferved, that when'Mr. 
Lund and Mr. Tanner gave their evidence be- 
fore the Coroner's Inqueſt, that they then de- 
ſed, that the deceaſed, when aſked by Mr. 
— who did it, ſaid only Miſs, and not Mif 
treſs, which they now ſwore; and called the 


following witneſſes. 

Mary Hughes depoſed, that ſome time before 
the deceaſed came to her as ſhe was in her 
maſter's kitchen, with a caſe-knife in her hand, 
and told her ſhe was in love with Mr. Tanner, 
who lighted her, ſaying, ſhe had heard of love- 
powder, to gain men's affections, and aſked her 
if ſhe knew of any ſuch, or where it might be 
had; that ſhe told the deceaſed ſhe had read in 
Mother Bunch of a ſeed called cummin ſeed, 
which, beat to powder and put in ale, would 
have that effet; that the deceaſed ſhewed her 
fome ſhe had bought, and afterwards told her 
the had given it him in ale, but it fignified 
nothing, and that ſhe gave him another penny- 
worth in half a pint of ale, but to no purpoſe ; 
that ſhe gave him another pennyworth in ale 
without ſtirring it, and then he complained ſhe 
gave him drink out of the tap-tub, but ſhe told 
him it was ſuch as ſhe drank berfelf, 
| 55 Robert 
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230 Trial of Janz Grrerin, 
Robert Wyman depoſed, that the deceaſed 
came” to beg a plaiſter of him for her arm, and 
he aſked her how ſhe came by the cut, and ſhe 
told him ſhe had been playing with a hatter' 
man. ; | 
Mary Clark depoſed, that ſhe had lived with 
the priſoner as ſervant ſeven or eight years, and 
that ſhe was one of the beſt of miſtreſſes; and 
being aſked, what relation ſhe: was fo the de- 
ceaſed, anſwered, her own ſifter. * 155 
There were many others appeared to her re- 
putation, and gave her æ good character, as an 
honeſt, induſtrious woman; not given to paſſion, 
&c. and one ſaid, he had ſeen her go very orderly 
church with her children on Sunday, and 
8 evening ſermon to take them into a room 
and hear them read good books; and another, 
that he had taken notice of her promoting tlie 
intereſt of her ſervants. . 
The Jury having conſidered the whole matter, 
brought her in guilty of all three indictments, 
and ſhe received ſentence of death. 
While under condemnation, the Ordinary 
gives the following account of her. She ap- 
peared to be very well read in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, owned the fact, and ſaid ſhe was ſenſible 
her- preſent misfortune was occaſioned by her 
former ſins; that ſometimes ſhe would not be 
perſuaded to fit in a chair, but would: ſet on 
- the floor, ſaying, ſhe ought to humble herſelf 
in duſt and aſhes, and that had: the a thou- 
fand hearts ſhe would willingly they all ſhould 
bleed to attone for her crime; and, upon her 
knees, made the following confeſſion : 
After I had cut my children ſome cold fon 
' for ſupper, I miſled the key of the cellar, — 
| 0 
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not being ſoon found I was very angry; going 
then into the room where the maid was, 
began to = I was always blaming her for 
every thing I loft. I uſing then perhaps a ſharp 
word, the maid began very foul and abuſive 
| language to me; upon this, as I ſtood by her, 
| and being fretted before, I ſtruck the caſe-knife, 
| with which I cut the childrens ſuppers, into 
her boſom ; but I verily beleive her ſtays were 

open, or it could not elſe have killed her. 
When ſhe took her laſt farewel of her huſ- 
band and daughter, it was ſcarce poflible to 
ö view, without tears, the reluctance with which 
1 they parted, She adviſed her huſband to be 
| particularly regardful of the Sabbath, and not to 
1 
) 
b 


ſuffer any in his houſe who ſwore, or were 
paſſionate (or appeared to be fo) then turning 
to her daughter, who hung upon her with tears, 
ſhe conjured her not to neglect to learn her duty; 
ö to go conſtantly to church on Sunday, and to 
y be afraid of paſſion; and after a very hard and 
difficult taſk in parting, her huſband and daugh- 
y ter left her. | : 
* Being at the place of execution, ſhe ſpoke ta 
* the people to this effect: I confeſs the murder, 
e but it was not in malice, nor did I think of it 
r a moment before it was done. I heartily adviſe 
e and requeſt all perſons to be ware of paſſion, 
n eſpecially the firſt beginnings of it, leſt it grow 
If upon you, and bring you to this miſery I 
. juſtly undergo. She was executed Jan. 29th, 
1720, 


” 
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x having opend the inditment, enlarged on the 
pernicious confequences of ſuch proceedings 


trary to the ſtatue of the 12th of CQ. Anne, being 
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ve Trial of Jon MatTazws, for High 


Treaſon. | 


Old Bailey, Oct. 3oth, 1720, for High 


J ou: MATTHEWS was indicted at the 


reaſon, in printing and publiſhing a ſeditious 
and traiterous libel, intituled, Ex ore tuo te judict, 
Vox Populi vox Dei; in which were contained 


many ſeditious and traiterous expreſſions, highly 


reflecting on his preſent Majeſty and govern- 


ment, and tending to alienate the minds of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects, to ſeduce them from 


their allegiance, and to promote rebellion: 


to which indictment the priſoner pleaded, Not 


Guilty. 
Upon which the Council for the King, 


and the legality of them, as being directly con- 


An Att made for the better and more effectual 
ſecuring her Majeſty's perſon and government 
and the Proteſtant ſucceſſiun in the illuſtrious houſe 
of Hanover, and that the priſoner, thou h 
he had before been taken into cuſtody for the 
like ſeditious practices, and had been ſet at 
liberty again merely by the lenity of the govern- 
ment, yet had ſo ſtrong a propenſity thereto, 
that neither the indulgence of the government; 
nor the danger of puniſhment, had been fotcible 
enough to deter him; and ſupported the charge 


dy the following witneſſes. 


Lawrence Vezey depoſed, that he being jour- 
neyman to the priſoner's mother, and his 8 
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and bid him pull a proof of it, which he did, 
and the priſoner afterwards came down to him, 


he pulled him another proof; that then, he de- 
fired him (this. evidence) to. come betimes in the 
early ſo to do, and knocked at the door, deſign- 


ing to call up William Harper the apprentice, 


evidence in working them off at preſs, the 


prifoner himſelf taking off the ſheets at the preſs 
for the greater expedition; that when they were 
done, the priſoner carried them down ſtairs, and 


paid this evidence for working them off. 


Harper, the apprentice, confirmed what Law—- 
tence Vezey had depoſed of his aſſiſting him to 


work them off at the preſs, and the priſoner's 
taking off the ſheets for them; and added, that 
de ſaw the priſoner compoſing the matter (or 


ktting the letters) himſelf from the manuſcript 
copy. Sv 


The King's Meſſengers depoſed, that they having 


received orders from the Secretary's office to appre- 


bend the priſoner, and ſecuce the ſaid traiterous li- 


dels, did 0, and, upon ſcarching, found a ** 
able 


95 


233 
ing apprehenſive of his proneneſs to ſuck prac- 
— fn order to prevent him therefrom, or- 
dered him to keep the key of the Priming. 
houſe, and the priſoner brought the form, con- 
taining part of the aforeſaid; book to the preſs, 


and ſaid the pages were tranſpoſed, but now be 
had ſet them in their right places; after which 


morning to werk it off, and told him, that he 
himſelf would take care of the paper; that every © 
thing ſhould be ready, importuning him ſeveral ' 
times to do it ; that in the morning he went pretty 
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but the , priſoner came to the door himſelf, let 
him in, and calied up Harper, who aſſiſted this 
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able number of them in a room which he owned te 


be his, and alſo found in his pocket two of the 
ſaid papers, which were produced in court, and 
appeared to be the two proofs mentioned by 
Lawrence Vezey, the one that wherein the 
pages were tranſpoſed and the ' faults marked, 
and the other a proof, or reviſe, where the 

ages were ſet right, and the faults corrected; 
and they added, that having the priſoner in cuf- 
. tody,. as they were carrying him along with 
them, they told him, the only. effectual way he 


had to make his peace with the Miniſters of 


State, was his making an ingenuous and candid 
confeſſion who it was that employed him: ta 
which he replied, G--d d. them (meaning 
his employers) they were a parcel of worthleſs dogs, 
who were good for nothing but over a pot of ale, &c. 
and that they proceeded further to urge him to 
a free and open acknowledgement us before; he 
made anſwer, that he very well knew what be had 
to do; CE nothing now to do but to let hi 
money fly, to get a good Fury. | 

2 was alſo a * NOR TS in Court, 
. written by the priſoner's brother, wherein the 
priſoner owned the fact, declared who had em- 


prayes him to print the ſaid libel, and what he 
h 


for it, and begged pardon for his offence; 
which paper was carried by his ſaid brother to 
one of the Secretary's of State, to make his 
peace, * 

Other evidences depoſed, that when the pri- 
ſoner was afterwards ſent for to the Secretarie's 
Office and examined concerning the aforeſaid 
paper, he would not directly own it to come by 
his order or direction, or that he had ſubſcribed 
it with his own hand, but prevaticated "7 

| muc 
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much, giving looſe and inſignificant anſwers to 
ſuch queſtions as were there put to him. 

This paper being produced in Court and read, 
Mr. Matthews, the priſoner's brother, was. 
called, and being ſhewn the paper, was aſked, 
if he did not bring that paper to the Secretaries of 
State, as a paper ſigned by his brother? he ac- 
knowledged he did; but objected againſt depoſ- 


ing that his brother's name with which it was 


ſigned, was written by the priſoner, becauſe he 
ſaid he did not Tee him write it; but at laſt, be- 


ing ſtrictly interrogated about it, and taking the 


r in his hand, and looking upon it again, 
depoſed, that he believed the 2 — 
was wrote by the priſoner's own hand, and that 
he carried it to the Secretary of State as ſuch, 

The priſoner, in his defence, had very little to 
lay than a bare denial of the fact. | 

He endeavoured indeed to contradict that part 
of the evidence which proved the ſaid papers 
were found in his cuſtody, alledging, it was a 
room that was a paſſage into another, and might 
belong as well to any perſon elſe as to him ; and 
alſo to leſſen the credit of Vezey's evidence, by 
calling ſome perſons to his character; but failing 
in that point, his council laboured his caſe ſo 


far as the matter would bear againſt ſuch poſitive- 


evidence; to which the Council for the King 
replied ; and the Court having ſummed up the 
evidence on both ſides, the * found him 
guilty of High Treaſon as laid in the indictment, 
— he received ſentence of death accord- 
ugly. | 

After his condemnation he was viſited by the 
Reverend Mr. Sherret, who alſo attended him 

Var. II. 9 5 at 


. 


236 Trial of Grorce Davis, 


at the place of execution, whither he was con- 
veyed with a ſeeming unconcernedneſs, and 
where he is ſaid to have delivered a paper which 
was communicated to the Secretary of State, 
and afterwards publiſhed, containing, .: 
1. An hearty acknowledgement of his dying 
in a fincere allegiance to his _ preſent Majeſty 
being George. 5 
2dly. His being a Member of the Church of 


England. 


© f 

zdly. His departing in a ſincere love and cha- 
rity with all mankind, | : 

He was executed at Tyburn, being nineteen 
years of age, November 6, 1720. 


_ 
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The Trial of GORE Davis, for Felon. 


EORGE DAVIS, otherwife GREEN, 

was indicted for feloniouſly ſtealing 350 
guineas and a half, 30 moidores, and five ſhil- 
!ings in money, the goods and money of Elias 
'Turner, Sir George Caſwell, and John Au- 
bridge, Eſq. in the dwelling houſe of the ſaid 
Elias Turner and Company, on the 13th of 
April, 1720. 

Richard Newton depoſed, that he went to ſe- 
veral places to receive ſeveral ſums of money, 
und received that mentioned in the indictment, 
which he put into a drawer in his maſter's office, 
with a book of memorandums.;- and that the 


next morning both the money and book were 


zone. That the Tueſday or Wedneſday fol- 
wing, he ſaw the book and ſome gee 
taken 
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taken out of the Dover bag in the Polk 


Office. | 

Mr. Love (the Poſt-maſter's agent at Dover) 
depoſed, that he received orders from the Right 
Hon. the Lord Cornwallis and Mr. Craigs to- 
ſeize the priſoner in his paſſage to France, whiciy 
he did accordingly, and took his papers an! 
ſome money from, him; that he ſealed up the 
papers in a cover, and ſent them directed to the 
Poſt-maſter General, a 

Henry Marſhal. depoſed, that he put the ſeal 


to the book of memorandums, which Was foun 


on the priſoner, and produced in Court, and 
{yore to be the ſame that was in the drawer wit 
the maney. . | | | | 

Mr. Newton depoſed alſo, that the priſoner 
was a ſervant that received money abroad and 
paid it into. the Office, but had no truſt of it 
when there. | 

His own confeſſion ſigned by himſelf was read 
in Court; and the priſoner on his trial, owned. 
be took it. 9 

The Jury found him guilty, and he received 
ſentence of death. 


= 


wary the account following: 

That his misfortune came by taking more bu- 
lneſs upon him than his capacity was able to 
charge, by which means he made frequent 
mitakes in his accounts in his hurry of writing, 
and became very much behind hand in them; 
ad being unable out of his own private fortune 
o make up the ſums deficient, his affairs 
became more entangled; in fine, his accounts 
vere gone fo far, that he found it impoſſible to. 
de any account at all; for which reaſon the 
devi. 
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Being under ſentence of death he gave the Or- 
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devil put it into his head to fly from. thoſe he 
could not juftify himſelf before ; but the ſum he 
took with him was but 4ool. | 
He told the Ordinary, that he had not felt 6 
much eaſe and compoſure in his mind during the 
laſt three years he was employed in buſineſs, as 
he had enjoyed for the little ſpace of time he 
had been confined in Newgate, and that the day 
he went off with the money for Dover, he was 
fo extremely confufed in his head, that even 
When he was told what he had done, and what 
places he had been at, he could by no means re- 
{| collect it. 
He behaved himſelf with decency and ſeeming 
penitence, and at the — of execution, deli- 
vered a paper to the Ordinary, intimating that 
the fum he took was not fo much as the Gover- 
nors and Directors of the Company imagined, 
but that it was really ſunk by his ill management 
in his accounts, . | | 
He was executed June 27, 1720. 
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The Trial of JOHN STANLEY, r 
Murder, with the hiſtory of his Life and 
mad Pranks. 


OHN STANLEY, of London, Gent. was 

| dicted for the murder of Hannah Maycock, 
widow, by giving her, with a drawn ſword, 
one mortal wound near the left pap, of the 
length of half an inch, and the depth of nine 
inches, on the 20th of Oct. 1723, of _ 
> | wo 
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round ſhe inſtantly died; alſo, on the Coroner's 
inqueſt for the ſame. 


Mary Morehen depoſed 'thus. The deceaſed, 


Mr. Maycock, came to my couſin (Mrs. Leek's) 


to viſit Mrs Edwards, who was ſick, and as the 
deceaſed was going away, ſhe defired my couſin 
to ſend her word, if Mrs. Edwards grew worſe. 
And accordingly, about ten at night, Mrs. 
Edwards growing worſe, my couſm deſired me 
to go and fetch the deceaſed, an] Mr. Ham- 
mond offer'd to go with me, and accordingly 
we went together to the deceaſed's lodgings in 
Burleigh- ſtreet. 

She preſently came with us, and in our way 


back, two gentlemen came up to us, ncar the 


Kings-Head-Taven in Chancery-Lane; one 
of them claſped his arms about Mrs, Maycock's 
waiſte, and the other his round mine, and thev 
ſaid we ſhould go along with them. Mr. Ham- 
mond upon this defired them to let us go, and 
{aid we belonged to him. The gentlemen ſwore 
we ſhould go. with. them, or they would go 
with us, for they would know who we. were, 
and whither we Were going. One of thele 
gentlemen was the priſoner, and the deceaſc 
happening to look in his face, knew him, and 
fad, What, Captain, is it jou? He aſked her 
Whither ſhe was going ? She anſwered, t that 
gentleman's bouſe (Air. Hammond's) i the Ola 
Bailey. He replizd, 1 am glad I have met vou, I/ 
go along with 5. She thanked. him, but ſaid 
there was no occaſion, ſince Mr. Hammond was 
there to take care of us. When we came to St. 
Dunſtan's Church in Fleet-{treet, he deſired the 
other gentleman who was with him-to go back 
to luch a place, and he would come to him 

7 2 preſently; 
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preſently; but that gentleman” not going, he 
faid to him, why don't ye go? and added ome· 
thing in a language I did not underſtand, but 
I ſuppoſed it was French, and thereupon the 
gentleman went away, = ſeemingly with the 
utmoſt unwillingneſs. Then the priſoner bid 
Mr. Hammond go before, but he refuſed, and 
ſo the priſoner walked with the deceaſed, and [ 
followed, We had not got far before the priſ- 
© oner ſtruck a man that we met, for happening 
to be in his way, and for the ſame reaſon, he 
kicked a woman who was croſſing the kennel 
near Fleet- bridge. When we came to Mr. 
Hammond's houſe in the Old Bailey, we thanked 
the priſoner for his civility in waiting upon us, 
and deſired him to go home; but he refuſed, 
and faid he would go in; we endeavoured to diſ- 
ſuade him from it, by telling him that Mrs. 
Maycock was come to ſtay all night with a 
gentlewoman who was ſick, and there was not 
any conveniences for him to ſtay: But all we 
could urge ſignified nothing ; the deceaſed ruſhed 
in, the priſoner followed her, and I followed 
them; when I came into the kitchen the prif- 
oner was ſtanding on one ſide of the door, and 
the deceaſed on the other. In a little time Mr. 
Hammond went into the yard, and I, having 

ulled of my cloak, went into the ſhop to 
fetch ſome milk which I intended to boil for wy 
ſupper; but in two or three minutes, as ſoon 3s 
J had got the milk in my hand, I heard the 
ceceaſed cry out, Mrs. Leek---Mrs, Leet l. I 
am ee I am murdered! ; 
urprizePat this, I threw down the milk, and 
ran to the kitchen door, and aſked what was the 
matter? the priſoner anſwered, nothing, on 


— 
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deceaſed was then ſtanding on one fide of the 
table with her hands a croſs her breaſt, and look- 
ing at the priſoner with all the innocence imagi- 
nable, and, in a little time, ſhe fell on the 
ground, and ſaid to me, dear Mrs. Morehen, 7 
am flabb'd! -The priforier on the other ſide of 
the table, ſtood flouriſhing his ſword, and ſwore, 
that whatever man or woman entered the' room 
he would kill them; upon which I fell on my 
knees in the door way, and begged both for my 
own life (for he pointed his ſword at my breaſt} 
and that he would permit ſome help to come, 
that what injury had been done to the deceaſed 
might, if poſſible, be repaired; and then crying 
out for a ſurgeon, Mr. Hammond came out of 
the yard, but could not readily get into the 
room, becauſe I was on my knees in the door 
way, Some other perſons coming, they flipt 
by me into the room to difarm him. He ſoon 
ſubmitted, and ſuffered them to take his ſword 
away, and then he ſaid, my name is John 
Stanley. I ran and fetched Mr. Snowd the 
ſurgeon, and as he came in with me, the pri- 
ſoner laid himſelf over the deceaſed, and ſaid, 
my dear Hannah, wont you ſpeak to me? Mr. 
Snowd faid to him, what Captain ! will you never 
have done with your tricks ? and viewing the de- 
ceaſed, he ſaid, ſhe was dead. Then we got 
her up ſtairs, cut her lace, and the ftrings of 
her cloaths, and put her to bed. 'In a little 
time her ſenſes returned, ſhe ſaid ſhe was ftab- 
bed---ſhe was wounded---ſhe was a dead wo- 
man. And, calling upon God for mercy, ſhe 
died.in about an hour and a half after the wound 


Was given. | 
Mr. | 
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Mr. Hammond depoſed, that the priſoner 
came up with them in Chancery Lane, and kept 
them company till they came home; that he 
did not ſeem drunk, but walked very well all 
the way; that when they came in a doors, he 

(the witneſs) ſet a candle in the kitchen, and 
went to the neceflary-houſe in the yard; that he 
ſaw through the glaſs, the priſoner and the 
deceaſed ſtanding leaning near the window, and, 
as he thought, talking together in a friendly 
„manner; but was no ſooner ſat down on the 
vault, than he heard an outcry of murder; upon 
which he ran to the door, and ſaw the. priſoner 
with-a drawn ſword in his hand, ſtanding upon 
a parry, ſwearing, that if I came into the room 
he would kill me, and every body elſe that of- 
ferd to enter, come as many as would; That 
Mrs. Morehen being kneeling in the door - way, 
he could not get in without going over her, and 
fo he went to the ſhop to get a couple of broam- 
ſticks, deſigning firſt: to throw one at the pri- 
ſoner, and fo put him. in diſorder, and then to 
ruſh in and knock down his ſword. with the 
other; but ſome women getting into the room 
before him, they took hold of him, and he 
quietly let go his ſword, and ſaid he would do 
no more harm; for he had killed the woman, 
and muſt be hanged for it. Then they got a 
ſurgeon, and what followed was as Mrs. More- 
had hen depoſed, "bar ee 354 
. Mrs. Hammond depoſed, that, hearing the 
ery of Mrs. Leek I. —--Mrs. Leek !---I. am. ſtab- 
dead, anda faint ſhriek afterwards, being lame, 
me made what haſte ſhe could down Raizrs, and 
ſlipt in between the door and the priſoner, He 
ſtood with his ſword drawn, and the deceaſed 
was 


| 
| 
| 
ö 


I have had a chiid by 


was lying 


on the ground all bloody. That 


hold of the priſoner's arm, and took his ſword 
from him. Then he looked on the deceaſed, 
and ſaid, I have Twoaunded her, and, ſbe is not 
dead, J hope ſhe twill be. Afterwards, he laid 
bimſelf down a croſs the deceaſed, and ſaid to 
her, dear Hannah, Heat to me, for God's 2 
eat to me- and then riſing up he ſaid, you 


bern a damn d bitch! Then the ſurgeon came in; 
he aſked the priſoner, if he would never leave 


of theſe tricks ? and, looking upon the deceaſed, 


he ſaid to the priſoner, I will give you my word 
you hade done her 4 The priſoner anſwered, 
er, and it is now three years 


and a half oll, and if be dies, I muf! die, and the 
ci ſpall die too, and there will be an end of 1 
all, pan i | 

Mrs. Addeſey confirmed Mr. Hammond's 
evii-nce, : | | 

Mir. Snowd, the ſurgeon depoſed, that Mrs. 
Morehen called him to help the deceaſed; that 
when he came into the kitchen, he ſaid ro the 


prioner, wat, Ca"vtain! will you never have dme 


with theſe tricks ! And he anſwered no---that he 
ſoon perceived the wound was mortal, and told 


her being put to bed, he recovered a little, but 


died ſoon after. | 
The Conſtable depoſed, that as he was carry- 


ing the priſoner to the watch-houſe, he ſwore- 


outrageoully, and ſaid, if ſhe was not dead, he 
hoped the would be. 


Mr. Leaf depoſed, that about half a year 


ago, he heard the, priſoner threaten, that he 
| would 
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Mrs. Addeſey followed her, and they caught. 
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would kill Mrs. Maycok whenever he met with 
| hex, 5 | 
Priſoner. J don't deny that I killed the de- 
ceaſed; but ſhe gave me great provocation. TI 
had had a child by her, which is three years and 
a half old. I upbraided her for unnaturalneſs in 
not taking care to provide ſome neceſſaries for 
the child, when ſhe knew my circumſtances 
were ſuch, that I muſt be obliged to leave the 
kingdom; and as I had given her ſome old 
ſhirts of mine, which were bloody, and had been 
cut with ſwords, I deſired her to make them up 
for the child, She, I ſuppoſe, was provoked at. 

y ſpeaking of this in a place where nothing of 
it was known; and thezeupon gave me very ilk 
language, ſtruck at me, and offered to throw a 
pot in my face, which raiſed my paſſion to ſuch 
a degree, that, not knowing what I did, I un- 
happily wounded her. | 
Ihen be called witneſſes, who endeavoured, 
by relating ſome of his extravagant actions, to 
perſuade the Court he was lunatic. 
Another witneſs depoſed, that the | priſoner 
being at the houſe of Mr. Underhill, and who 
was then in company, happened to repeat a ſen- 
tence of Latin, at which the priſoner appeared 
fo much diſturbed, that he pulled out a penknife, 
and attempted to ſtab himſelf, and that he had 
not been 1ightly in his ſenſes ſince the death of 
his father, Who died, as it was thought, with 
grief about two years ago, on account of the 

riſoner's miſconduct. 

The Jury found him guilty. Death, _ 
While ſentence was giving, he took ſnuff, 
and when it was paſſed, he thanked the Court 
* the Jury, and ſaid, he had been ſo n 


treated by his friends and relations, that death 
Was welcome to him. 905 T5 yy Facs C3 «\ 
The account given of this malefactor, by thoſe 
who were intimately acquainted with him and 
his family, is as follows: ee 0g685: 
John Keanley was born at Duce-hall in Eſſex, 
(the ſeat of his mother's brother, Mr. Palmer) 
in the year 1698. 5 
When he was not above five years old, his 
father, who was an officer in the army, would 
frequently parry with him, and ſometimes prick 
him with a drawn ſword ; nor was he content 
with doing thus himſelf, but put other officers 
upon playing the fool with the boy in the ſame 
manner. | DOT: 242 

This practice was to make a ſword ſo familiar 
to him in his childhood, that he might never be 
afraid of one; and they never ſpared to encou- 
rage him in ſuch exerciſe, by giving him wine, 
or other ſtrong liquors. 1 2 

And, as he was a forward babe, he improv 

apace : he feared nothing, cared far nobody, an 
grew ſo very miſchievous and ſaucy, that old 
Stanley thought him a miracle of courage and 

Wit. 1144322 
While. he was yet a ſtripling, his father took 
him into the army, which was then in Spain. 
There he ſaw ſeveral engagements with which 
he was wonderfully pleaſed : but his chief de- 
light was (when a battle was ended) to walk 
= the field, and trample- upon the dead bo- 
les. | | 4 
Old Stanley being afterwards ordered td Ire- 
land, he took his ſon with him thither, and 
there procured him the poſt of an Enſign: but 
Jack tell into ſo much rakiſh company, and _— 
0 


# 
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d extravagantly, that, to raiſe a little ready me 
ney, he was ſoon obliged to part with bis con 

iflion, and return to England. „ 
Old Stanley was very much vexed at this 

ough willing to do what he could for hi 
ſon, he adviſed him to apply to General Stan 
hope, who had been a friend to their family 
and would probably promote him : but thi 
and all other advice, was thrown awa 
upon the young gentleman ; for he was grow: 

ſo fond of a looſe debauched life, that he would 
not ſo much as endeavour to procure any em 
ployment of credit, but choſe to live by ſpung 
ing upon his friends, by haunting the gaming 
tables, and becoming a petticoat penſioner,--- 
is laſt he was exceedingly vain of, and fre 
quently urged as an argument of his being a 

pretty fellow; though what he got from ſome 
he ſquandered away upon others, who were no 
it | ſeems, ſo charmed with his perſon, as to 
nt their favours, before he had paid the mar- 


e could not, even when he was in Newgate, 
in from boaſting of his lewdneſs ; and, 
though ſome of the women he converſed with 
were not common proſtitutes, but private ſin- 
ners, he ſhewed not the leaſt regard to their re- 
putation; he would mention their names and 
dwelling-place, at any time, and before any 
company ; and it was well if his vanity did not 
carry him fo far, as to defame the vituous, to 
whom, perhaps he had never ſpoke, or who had 
treated him with that indign-tion his behaviour 
had merited. Among others, he mentioned two 
Genttewomen who lived by Cheapſide Conduit, 
and ſeveral at Richmond; and made no rig 

| 0 

| | 


| 
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or groſsly deſcribing the liberties which ( he ſaid) 
he had taken with them. When ſome, who 
heard him relate theſe adventures, cheeked him 
for priding himſelf ſo much in his vices; he told 
them, theſe were gaieties and gallantries, : that 
all men practiced, or, which is the fame thing, 
all men wiſhed to practice. - 

The better to ſupport his extravagances, he 
neglected no opportunity of introducing him- 
ſelf into the company of young gentlemen who 
knew but little of the world, and helping them 
to ſquander their fortunes in the modiſh diver- 
ſions and vices of the town. 

Having ſpent a conſiderable time in revelling 
at home, he went with one of his companions 
to Flanders, and afterwards to France, "They 
ſtaid a pretty While at Paris. Stanley boaſted 
much of favours received from French ladies, 
and of the great improvements he had made in 
tencing. 

At his return to England, the opinion he had 
of his ſkill in uſing the ſword, made him very 
quarrelſome. He would intrude into any com- 
pany at a tavern, tell them he was come to make 
himſelf welcome to part of a bottle or a dinner, 
and, without any farther ceremony, ſit down 
among them. This, for the ſake of peace, was 
ſomedimes borne with, though even then, inſtead 
of thanking the company for a handſome treat, 
it was a wonder if he did not pretend he had 
received ſome affront by a word or a look, and 
therefore demanded ſatisfaction, clay bis hand 
to his ſword and put the houſe in an uproar, 
and then walk off, But he did not always 
elcape ſo; 'for he now and then met with 

Vol. 1: i: 2 gentlemen 
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gentlemen that heartily chaſtiſed him for his im- 


pudence. | | 

Of all the women he kept company with, 
the moſt noted was Mrs. Maycock. The man- 
ner of his firſt acquaintance with her, and a 
few other particulars, we ſhall copy from the 
life of Mr. John Stanley, a pamphlet written by 
. the Ordinary of Newgate.---'I'he Ordinary's 
writings are commonly in the profound ſtile, 
dut this performance is in the ſublime, as you 
ſhall Hear. j 
| © Being of an active ſpirit, and having no em- 

© ploy, he frequented the gaming-houſes, which 
© lately were at Covent-garden, Brandbury's, 
* Nottingham's, &c. He was generally fortu- 
nate, and got enough to live gay rhe follow- 
ing night and day. Being one __ in an 

* airy humour, he met Mr. Bryan (a Hoſier in 
« Newgate-ſtreet) conducting his ſiſter Maycock 
© along the ſtreet, (whoſe huſband was a mercer 
* on Ludgate-hi!l), The Captain joſtled the 
man, and embraced the women: But Mr, 
Bryan bidding him let alone what oclonged to 
him (Bryan) a quarrel aroſe that was calmed 
© hefore blood was ſhed; and ſo amicab]y, that 
the enemies went together, and drowned their 
rage in liquor; fo that from anger, friendſhip 
© and mutual love aroſe. 

Mr. Stanley went home, but left his heart 
behind. The ſiſter's image (formed from tie 
* loſe painting of an amorous heart) played in 
* beauteous figures on his brain, as her ſhape 
* ſeemed to glance pleaſing before his ſight. The 
* dawn awoke that ſcatters ſilver and pearls upon 
the fields and flowers; but could not ſprinkle 
| + any quiet upon his heart. Afterwards, aug- 
MentiN, 
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: menting his acquaintance with the family, he 
went with her to a gentleman's in Red-lion - 
* freet. Aiterwards, he was admitted to drink 
* tea with her, ſhe and her huſband being then 
removed into Southwark. Her fine hand ap- 
' neared as ſhe reached the lady-loved weed, and 
as ſhe placed the glittering concave of China's 
clay, which ſeemed proud in their range, bur 
in their ranger more ſo. This liquid, though 
' of a cold and quenching nature, was the oc- 
caſion of a flame that entered him, He came 
to me that night at the Blue-poſts in Hoibourn, 
where the violent paſſion of his mind was 
* diſplayed by the ſoft language of his tongue; 
F and le was indeed a — woman; beautiful 
* in her form, and eaſy in her air, 

© It was then that her huſband died in South- 
'wark. Her brother alſo quitted h.s ſhop in 
{ Newgate-ſtreet, and went to dwell upon To-. 
© er-hill, Many months were not over, before 
Mr. Stanley renewed his acquaintance, and 
now he can do it with greater boldneſs. He 
*armed his eyes with all their darts, and his 
lips with their ſofteſt ſighs, thoſe eyes and lips, 
* which had made maids melt to his boſom, and ' 
* ſoftened many to his inclination He trembled ' 
* when he touched her hand, but touching would 
not cure his trembling. He ſhewed me the 
copy of a letter that he ſent her, and I have 
the copy by me, but is too long here to inſert. 
He therein ſays, 

I am to-morrow to be at the Opera, Oh! 
* that I could add, with her I love. The 
Opera, where beauties, leſs beauteous than 
thou, fit panting, admired and take the ſweet 
* Barbarian ſounds, On Fiiday I ſhall be at 

| Z 2 the 
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the Maſquerade at Somerſet-houſe, where 
* modeſty and pleaſure hides itſelf, before it 
will be touched, but though it is uncertain in 
“ the ſhape, tis real to the ſenſe; for maſks 
© ſcorn to ſteal and not repay, therefore, as 
they conceal the face, they oft make the 
F© body the better known. At this end of the 
town many faded beauties bid the Olios and 
„ the Bruſh kiſs their cheeks and lips, till their 
_ ** charms only glitter with a borrowed grace; 
*« fo that a city beauty, rich in her native ſp: ing 
* of ſimplicity and lovelineſs, will doubly 
„ ſhine with us; ſhine like the innocent morn- 
* ing bluſh of light, that glitters untainted on 
« the gardens.” 15 

This was part of the letter; from the con- 
© tents of the whole, I gueſs it muſt plant roſes 
in her checks, if it made no impreflion on 
her heart, | 

But now we may view him viſiting with 
reater freedom: charming oaths and gilded 
eceit, form commonly the winning mulic 
that ſeals away a woman's ſenſes, Our Cap- 
* tain played not off his rhetoric long; for, as 
* thoſe ſweet tales were the language of his 
heart, they were at length the ſoftneſs of hers, 
although a young man late apprentice to Mr. 
Maycock (a youth worth a thouſand pounds) 
* would fain have been bleſſed in her. But 
© the thought, I doubt not, that the Captain's 
love was honourable, or would at laſt become 
* ſo. Wherefore ſhe the eaſier unbound her at- 
« fections, and let them looſe upon ,_ 
<, Quitting her houſe in Southwark where her 
late huſband dwelt, joyous were their nights 
and gay their days; their love was W 


for Murder. 251 
by plays, muſic, feaſting, and the like; eve: y 
© hour was wing'd with pleaſure, - and the 
© ſentiments, of their hearts ſat ſmiling in their 
© eyes. | 
: Mr. Stanley's mother, and all his relations, 
believed Mrs. Maycock to be his wife. But 
* a gentleman who then lived by his . father's 
© houſe by Soho, told his father, that he had 
© ſuch accounts from Mr. Stanley's footman, as 
certified him that ſhe was not his wife. He 
* had three children by her, whereof one boy is 
© three years and a half old, and now lives at 
the White Swan in Long-Acre. It is a moſt 
beautiful child, of a lively apprehenſion, and 
forward vivacity: as it lay with its father till 
© he killed his mother, he had time to inſtruct 
it in witty ways. The other children are dead. 
As long as Mrs, Maycock's ſubſiſtence remained 
* ſhe took greatcare of the offspring of her body : 
but about a year ago, finding herſelf obliged 
to ſeek out for other ways to live, ſhe entered 
into ſome new acquaintance, The Captain 
© infinuated, that Mrs. Maycock had been too 
familiar with Mr. B---t, who kept a ſhop in 
* Newgate-ſtreet, but was buried about three 
© weeks ago: he affirmed that ſhe had a child, and 
* was delivered in the fame houſe where ſhe was 
© killed; but we are not obliged to credit all re- 
© ports of that nature : what I beſt know is, that 
if ſhe had been inclined to indulge herſelf in a 
gay variety, enough perſons ſhe might have 
© had at her command, who had for ſome years 
© been admirers of her wit and A 
far the Chaplain. 
Stanley and Capt. Faulkner having one night 
been drinking together, they parted in the ſtreet, 
2 3 1 
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and preſently after Mr. Burdet, Mr. Winchurch, 
and another, meeting with Faulkner, a quar 
#roſe between them, and he was killed. Stanley 
often reflected upon this, believing, that if he hat 
been there at that time, he ſhould certainly haye 
been killed; for he was fo drunk, that he could 
not have made a tolerable defence. He ſaid, he 
Was very thankful to providence for this eſcape; 
that the captain's death was hardly ever out of 
his mind; and that he was ſo very ſerious for a 
long time after, that, tho' he went to a Bawdy-, 
houſe now and then, it was not ſo much for the 
deſire he had to commit fornication, as to preach 
repentance; for, while he was engaged with 
2 woman, he would aſk her, whither ſhe thought 
her lewdneſs would lead her to? if ſhe intended 
to die as ſhe lived, and if ſhe did not believe the 
conſequence of vice, when youth and beauty 
had forſaken her, would be poverty, ſhame, and 
miſery? 5 

He ſaid too, that Maurice Fitzgerald was his 
particular friend, that he was in company with 
him juſt before the watchman was killed in the 
Strand. Fitzgerald {ſays he) was then drunk, 

T and J would have carried him home, but he 
$ was obſtinate and would not go with me. I 
told him however that if he aſſaulted or affronted 
© any woman, I myſelf would be the forwardeſt 
© to give evidence againſt him. But notwith- 
«© ttanding this warning, it was but a few mi- 
© nutcs before he and his companions pulled a 
© [ady out of her chair, and killed one of the 
& watchmen who came to her aſſiſtance: and it 
© was for this reaſon, when Fitzgerald was in 
6s Neweate, tho' he often ſent for me, I yer 
* would go near him; and not becauſe I was 


afraid 
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c afraid of going to Newgate; for I had parted 
from hs bein the m—_ Was killed;'---W ho 
would imagine that a man, who ſo highly re- 
« ſented an affront given to a woman, would be 
« ouilty of murdering his own'whore? 
He gave an account of his once being attacked 
ard robhed by foot-pads in Hampſtead road, as he 
was returning from Bellſize; and another time 
by highway-men, as he was going into Glous 
ceſterſhire; and upon drawing his ſword, one of 
them ſhot, and narrowly miſled him; and, after 
that, they beat him in ſo violent a manner, that 
he was hardly able to ſtand.---* And is it not 
hard now.(fays he) that I, whom no ſword 
© could diſpatch, no gun could kill, and no 
* ſtorm could drown, muſt die like a dog in an 
© ignoble halter? that I, who have lived like a 
© pentleman, been a companion for officers, and 
© the favourite of the Ladies, muſt die with ſtreet 
$ robbers ?? > off" „e 
The unſettled and diſſolute life he led was the 
cauſe of great uneaſineſs to his father, who now _ 
too late began to be ſenſible, that he had taken 
very imprudent meaſures in his ſon's education, 
and, fearing ſome unhappy effects of his ill con- 
duct at home, reſolved, if poſhble, to ſend him 
abroad: - and accordingly procured a commiſſion 
to go Lieutenant to Cape Coaſt Caſtle, in the ſer» 
vice of the Royal African company. | 
Young Stanley ſeemed well enough pleaſed 
with this, and his behavionr was ſuch, as gave 
great hopes to- his father. Every thing was now 
prepared for his voyage, and a conſiderable ſum 
of money advanced by the company, and he 
ſet forward, and ſoon arrived at Portſmouth ; 
What made the proſpect of this voyage the more 
| agreeable 
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agreeable to him was, the company of Capt. 

Maſſey, who. was to go with him. 

But — Mrs. Maycock, with her young 

child, followed him to Portſmouth. She re- 

—— him with baſeneſs, in firſt debauching 
7 


and now leaving her and her child to ſtarve; 


and employed all the arts ſhe was miſtreſs of to 
change his reſolution. She ſucceeded. according 
to her wiſhes; ſhe prevailed with him to give het 
half the money advanced by the company, and 
to follow her to London with the remainder. 
The news of his arrival here was a great ſurprize 
to all his friends; but his father was ſo ſhocked 
at the baſeneſs of the action, that, in a ſhort 
time, he died with grief. 

The ſon's concern appeared very violent upon 
this occaſion, in ſo much that ſome of his friends 
depoſed at his trial, that they believed he was 
never after in his right ſenſes. However that 
was, he grew very grave for a while, and vowed 
to forſake all his acquaintance. And the better 
to perform this, he ſaid, he went once more to 
Flanders, where he. ftaid a conſiderable time; 
but, returning to England, he ſoon fell into his 
- old courſes. 

It was not long after his return, before he 
. tabbed Mr. Dawſon, an attorney at law, whom 
he met one night in the fields near Hampſtead; 
of this fact he gave the following account. 

af had been drinking very hard, ſays he, and 
vas going towards Hampſtead with two tradeſ- 
© men. In the fields we met Mr. Dawſon, and 
« five more gentlemen ; a quarrel ariſing, I (as! 
© had a good ſword) interpoſed ; thereupon 2 
+ piſtol was fired at me, I think it was by an 
apothecary, who was with Dafs, . 
94 | et 
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 hullet paſſed through my coat and waifteoats * 
ind grazed on my ſkin. I have ſhewn the 
(hole in my coat to ſeveral people, and I be- 
' lieve it may ſtill be ſeen at my mother's, at. 
© the Swan Tavern in Long-acre. As I thought 
{it was the Apothecary who bad uſed me in this 
manner, my deſign was to have ſtabbed him; 
but he being a little man, Mr. Dawſon inter- 
© poſed, and received my ſword, which paſſed 
through the lower part of his belly into his 
bhack- bone, and immediately laid him in, blood. 
He was carried to the halfway-houſe, where 
the ſurgeon had him under his care for about 
' ix weeks, and he fortunately 1ecovered. 1 
would not diſcover the two men who were 
with me in this adventure; for as I myſelf. 
© wounded the gentleman, it would. be hard for 
them to pay the ſurgeons bill. | 
Another time he quarrelled with Captain 
Chickley, at the Cyder-cellar in Covent-Garden, 
Stanley challenged him to fight him in a dark 
room : the challenge was accepted: and they 
ſhut themſelves in; but a conſtable being ſent 
for, he broke open the door, and, in all proba- 
bility, ſaved Stanley's life, for Chickley had 
much the advantage, he having received but two 
light cuts, though he had given Stanley a dan- 
gerous wound in the breaſt, near the ſhoul- 
der, the ſword paſling quite through his body; 
Though Stanley took the greateſt liberties 
himſelf, yet, like other coxcombs, he thought, 
that when he had done a woman the honour 
of debauching her, ſhe was for ever obliged to -- 
be faithful to him, and admit of no other com- 
pany, His vanity would not ſuffer him to ſee 
that her yielding to him was W of 
| a lewd 
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a lewd deſire of variety; but he took it into his , 
head, that it proceeded from ſomething wonder- 


fully charming in himſelf; ſo that he Joſt all 


patience, when ſuch a woman preſumed to re- 
ceive other men.---And this it was that coſt Mrs, 


Maycock her life. 


He owned that he was extremely incenſed 


againſt her, when he firſt heard that ſhe kept 
other company; but denied, that he threatened 
to kill her about half a year before her death, 
though it had been ſworn at his trial. 


To this account let us add ſome paſſages re- 


lating to his behaviour in Newgate, and at 
Tyburn, extracted from the Ordinary's paper. 

e told a great many people, when firſt com- 
mitted to Newgate, of his having intrigues with 


gentlewomen, talking publickly of ſeyeral vicious 
tricks by him played.---Such was his extreme 


airyneſs and gay carriage. | 3 
He declared before ſeveral he would never die 
by a rope, offering, in his airy way, to lay wagers 
upon that matter. But afterwards, being con- 
vinced that there was no courage nor bravery in 
not being able to ſuſtain misfortunes, but get- 


ting from under them, by robbing the creator of 


one of his creatures, he changed his intent, and 
ſaid, he would die like a gentleman and a ſoldier, 
tho” in the manner-of a dog: that his enemies 
ſhould ſee he could appear with the ſame face at 
the time of his death, as during the time of his 
ife. 


had fully deſigned to diſpatch himſelf with a knife 
and afterwards with a doſe of opium as an eafier 
and ſurer way, But he added, that afterward# 
when he reſolved to die as the law W 


At the ſame time he acknowledged, that he 
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and to compenſate for his offences with blood, he 
had found a great quiet and ſatisfaction in his 
mind, declaring, he was much more uneaſy and 
unhappy before he was under misfortunes than 
after; for he ſaid, that every time Mrs. Maycock's 
name was mentioned in company, a trembling 
ſeized his limbs, and cold ſweats appeared in 
drops upon his forehead ; which he thought was 
an omen of their being the deſtruction of each 
other. 3. | 

He added, that what gave him a till greater re- 
fletion, and more ſurmiſes was, a horſe once 
throwing him under ke ones from which place 
he could by no means diſengage himſelf, till his 
two friends advanced and aſſiſted him, and the 
more becauſe ſoon after he had the fame fate as 
| he went under Newgate, much injuring his 
health by a fall there. He affirmed, that for two 
months afterwards, he conſtantly addreſſed him- 
ſelf to Heaven every morning, deſiring his Creator 
to direct his ſteps, and to preſerve him from falling 
into dangers and misfortunes. | 

He was very much ſhocked, when he heard 
that Mrs. Macock's life and death had alſo broke 
her brother Bryan's heart, who died on Tower- 
hill; ſo that tho” at firſt his behaviour was light, 
and his expreſſions, that he did not fear dying 
by a rope, yet he af:erwards grew very calm and 
ſerious, ſaying, he ſhould dic with delight, ſatiſ- 
fying blood with” blood. He read the fcriptures 
to Saunders and Harrington, in the Condemned 
hole: he attended the chapel regularly (abſenting 
himſelf but twice) and read the pſalms, and re- 
peated the other reſponſes with much care: yet 
he twice ſhewed the effects of his temper upon 
two perſons who he abfurdly fancied hs 

| ere 
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there to triumph over. him in: his misfortunes, 
He aid he hoped Chriſt would retaye. his ſoul 
"'Bedtufe he had been ſo gobd a father to his dear 
chill, Upon which remembrance he would 
Den ſhed tears, and call the deceaſed cruel, bar- 
© Baxous, &c. He appeared to be very tender and 
ti een: to the boy, who lay with him till bi 
deat 2 2 4 | . 1 27 I 
le deſired he might receive the ſacrament the 
day he died, and the Sunday preceding, at which 
time he appeared altogether ſerious, grave and 
compoſed, ſaying, he was very eaſy in his mind, 
and was ready to enter into another world. 
On the morning of execution, about nine 
_ o'clock, they were carried up to chapel, and 
John Stanley appeared compoſed and ſerene, 
but, reading a ſermon, ſuddenly flew out into 
a paſſion, and ſaid he was vexed on no account, 
but becauſe he had not fired the whole houſe 
Where Mrs, Maycock died. | 
_. He was requeſted to Jay aſide thoſe ſtarts of 
- ſudden paſſion, if pe ſſible, and be in chaniy 
with all the world. He then grew very calm, 
and called earneſtly upon God and Chriſt, He 
received the ſacrament with the utmoſt devoticn, 
and afterwards ſaid, he was perfectly: caſy at 
the thoughts of leaving this world, which 10 
Him had been a life of anxiety, and. conſtant 
Hurry and unecaſineſs. 
* He was carried in a mourning. coach to Ty- 
burn. Arriving at the place of execution, he 
turned pale when he was put into the cart, and 
ſaid to me he was ſick, He deſired, that the 
ropes which were round them (Harrington, Saun- 
ders, and himſelf) and tied over the tree, might 
again untied, that they might kneel 25 
: wulle 
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while God was worſhipped, which was accor- 
dingly done. During the prayers he was ex- 
tremely earneſt and fervent, but a ſickneſs 4 
his ſtomach at times coming upon him, he leane 

his head, and defired me to ſupport him with 
my hand. | 

Being aſked, if he intended to fay any thing 
to the people, he anſwered, no, his whole mind. 
he had told me, which he ſuppoſed people would 
ſee; and he had nothing more to add. He 
then ſaid, as his friends had provided a hearfe 
that ſtood near to bear away his body, he hoped 
no one would be fo cruel as to deny his relations 
the gift of his dead limbs, that they might re- 
ceive chriſtian burial; unleſs he was promiſed 
that, he could not die in peace. 

When the cap was put over his countenance, 
he was ſeen to ſhed tears ; receiving the pity of 
all preſent, he eaſily reſigned his breath, Dec. 23; 
1723, aged 25 years. 


_ 
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The Trial of FRED RICK Seuutpr, for 
Forging a Bank Note. 


REDERICEK SCHMIDT was indicted, for 
that he, intending to deceive and defraud 
the Governour and Company of the Bank of 
England, and other of the King's ſubjects, en 
the ſixteenth of January, in the xota year of 
his Majeſty's reign, in the pariſh of St. Martin's 
in the Fields, in the County of Mildl. ſex, 
wickedly, fraudulently, and feloniouſly forged 


and counterfeited a note, bearing date the 24:h 
Vol. II. A a \ of 
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of December 1723, ſigned as in behalf of the 
Governor and Company of the Bank of England, 
for the payment of the ſum of 100 l. to William 
Richardſon, or bearer, againſt the form of the 
ſtatute, &c. | | 

The priſoner demanded a Party- Jury, half 
Engliſh and half foreigners, which the Court 
granted. 

* Allingham. This note of 851, was origi- 
nally a note but of 20l. I made it out for this 
ſum, payable to Mr. William Richardſon, or 
Bearer, 

Daniel Mallory depoſed, that on the 15th os 
16th of January laſt, the Baron de Loden came 
to his ſhop; and having bought about 121. worth 
of lace, he gave him this note of 83]. and he re- 
turned him in exchange a 20l. bank note and as 
much money, as, with the value of the lace, 
made up the 85], | 
The Baren de Loden. This 201. note, which I 
received of Mr. Mallory, I gave to the priſoner, 
in the lodgings of the Counteſs de Boſtram, 
waich were up one pair of ſtairs, I had Lodg- 
ings up two pair of ſtairs in the ſame houle, 
Tae priſoner defired to have the key of my 
lodgings; I gave it him, and he went up with 
the note, {tail ſome time by himſelf, and when 
he came down again he ſhewed me the note. 
Tae ſum of twenty was taken clear out, and the 
place left blank, Then he drew the note thro” a 
plate of gum-water, and having dried it he put 
it between two papers and ſmoothed it over 
w.th a box-iron, and afterwards wrote in the 
vacancv, where twenty had been t:ken out, oe 
hundred, and likewife at the bottom of the note, 
he wrote in figures 100, where it had becn 20. 

When 
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When he had thus altered the note from twer'Y 
to one hundred, he gave it to me to buy a ſer- 
vice of plate, I accordingly went with it; and 
bought plate to the value cf 4cl. and upwards, 
which I gave to the Interpreter, but-cannot tell 
whetter or no be delivered it to the priſoner 
for in about an hour afterwards I was taken up. 
The priſoner has told me, he could write twenty 
ſorts of hands, and that if he had but three or 
four hundred pounds, he could make the ſum fiſty 
thouſand. | 

Eleonora, Counte's of Rofiram. The Baron 
de Locen brought he 20!. note to the priſoner 
in my lodgings. The priſoner carried it up one 
pair of ſtairs higher to the Baron's lodgings, 
where he ſtaid a little while by himſelf, and 
then brought down the nc'e with the word 
twenty taken out, after which he drew it through 
gum-water, dried it, and ſmoothed it between 
papers with a box-iron, and then he wrote one- 
hundred in the room of twenty. 

Prijoner. Did you ſee me write it? 

The Counteſs, Yes, I ſaw it with theſe eyes,---! 
did before God! 

Priſoner. J have a letter here, which was 
wrote to me by the Baron, in which he denies 
that I either a tere], or gave him the note, and 
declares that it was done by one Collier. 

The Baron. I own that I wrote chat letter, 
and gave it to the piiſoner; but he came to fee 
me after I was apprehended, and committed 
to Newgate, and ſaid, I hat good will it de ye 
to hang me? If you charge it ien a ferſea that 
cannot be found, you may ceme off your ſelf well enough; 
Then he perſuaded me to write &is letter; and 
I wrote what he dictated. ed 
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Mr. Frazier. The priſoner ſent a letter to 
one of his correſpondents at Amſterdam, deſiring 
him to adviſe if bank notes for large ſums were 
current there. | 

Priſoner. I don't deny it.---T came hither 
from Breſlau in Sileſia, to negotiate an affair for 
the Duke de Alverez, (ſo infamous for his Cruel- 
ty in the Netherlands) 

Court What affair was that? 

- Priſoner. It was about a large ſum, near a 
million of money, owing to the Duke de Al- 
varez, from this government, or from the execu- 
tors of the Lord Godolphin.---Mr. Myer, and 
the laſt witneſs, Mr. Frazier, knew that I had 
ſuch an affair in hand. 

Mr. Frazier. The priſoner has indeed talked 
to me about ſuch an affair, and ſhewed me fome 


writings, which he pretended were his powers, 
and deſired my aſſiſtance, but I excuſed myſelf 
from being any way concerned in it, nor did I 
believe that what he pretended to was real. 

Mr. Myer depoſed to the ſame effect. 


The Jury found the priſoner guilty, Death. 

The Ordinary's account of him is as fol- 
tows. Frederick Schmidt was born at Breſlau, 
the capital of Sileſia, in the North Eaſt of Ger- 
many, where his parents made a conſiderable 
$eurer. They gave him a good education. He 
ved ſeveral years in Breſlau, and applied him- 
ſelf chiefly to merchandize. His chief trading 
'was to Hamburgh, where he had ſettled a cor- 
reſpondence, tho' he had ſome dealings in ſeveral 
parts of Holland. He married while he was 
very young; but, upon ſome miſunderſtanding 
betwixt him and his wife, they parted; after 


which he cars over hither to negotiate ſome 
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affairs of merchandize, and then went to Holland. 
It was reported, that he went to France too, and 
at Paris counterfeited ſome bank notes, on 
which account he was forced to fly from thence 
dut this he always denied. However that was, 
he returned to England with the Baron de Loden, 
21d the Counteſs de Boſtram. Who or what 
theſe people really were, is uncertain, but they 
were known here by no other titles. Some im- 
agined that Schmidt was the Baron's ſervant ; 
but it's more probable, as Schmidt hinted to ſome 
of his friends, that he and the Baron were upon 
an equal footing, and ſet their wits to work to 
maintain the Counteſs in ſome degree anſwerable- 
to her title. He ſaid, the Baron was an apothe- 
cary's ſon, and, by being ſome time in his father's 
buſineſs, he learned how to prepare liquids that 
would diſcharge writing; that in ttfis practice, 
the Baron had been the greateſt offender of the 
two: but the Counteſs had done more than both 
of them, x h 

Among other frauds of this kind, it ſeems, that 
Schmidt altered a bank note from a fmall ſum 
to bool. and left it with the Baron, to borrow 
two or three hundred pounds upon it. 

The Baron, for this purpoſe, applied to one 
Mr. Perrier, tut without ſucceſs. Then he 
tried Mr. Minet, but he refuſing too, the Baron 
went to Mr. Wilday, and bought goods of him 
to the value of 200i, and gave him the 605}, 
and Mr, Wilday returned him in change 4ocÞ. 
in notes and cath. 

When Schmidt was apprehended, he faid, he 
did not think the offence was capital, nor even 
a:ter ſentence, when he was put into the con- 
demned hole, could he be perſuaded that he 
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ſhould ſuffer death. for it; for he. told the othe! 
malc{2Ctors (in as good Engliſte as he could 
ſpeak) that ke ſhould not be hanged with them, 
. in two er three days, return to his 
former ledgings. He was fo buoyed up with 
hopes,” that, for a long time, he would neither 
read nor pray, but empleyed- himſelf night and 
Yay in writing a large number of letters 6 
ſeveral noblemen, foreign miniſters and mer- 
. chants. 8 x 
He underſtood ſome Latin, ſome French, and 
fome Engliſh, but neither of them perfeQty ; and 
therefore I adviſed him to have ſome miniſter 
wWhcem he could underftand. But he was fo far 
from ſending for any, that, when a Lutheran 
miniſter voluntarily came to viſit him, he would 
tadly condeſcend to hear him at firſt, though 
aſter ſeme time, when (by receiving a letter 
rom one, on whoſe promiſes he had too much 
cepenced) he found himſelf diſappointed in his 
he pes of a pardon, he changed his behaviour, 
N:cwed a great regard for this Lutheran, and ap- 
teared very thankful for his kind offices. 

He fell ſick a few days before his death, and 
his expectations of life. being entirely vaniſhed, 
he ſreely confeſſed the ſact for which he was to 
Cie, 

At the place of execution, he appeared very 
much cempoſed in his mind, though he ſhewed 
but little regard to the prayers; for, while the 
other criminals were at their devotions, he em- 
ployed himſelf in taking notice of their be- 
þaviour. The prayers being ended, he requeſted 
(f the Lutheran miniſter who attended him, to 
v rite to his aged mother in Germany, and in- 
ſo m her of his unhappy exit; and then ys 
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the executioner to put him to as little pain as 
| poſſible, the cart drew away. 2 
He was hanged at Tyburn, April 29, 1724, 
in the 45th year of his age. — 
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The Trial of COnSTANTINE Mac-GRUn "Oe 
a Lunatic, for Murder. 


ONSTANTINE MAC-GENNTIS, of St. 
Clements Danes, was indicted for the mur- 
der of Frances, wife of Richard Williams, Feb. 
15, 1724 ; alſo on the ſtatute of ſtabbing ; and 
likewiſe on the Coroner's inqueſt, for the ſame. 

Ann Brampton depoſed, that on Saturday 
morning, about half an hour paſt fix, looking 
out of a window in Eſlex-court, ſhe ſaw the 
priſoner drag the deceaſed along the paſſage. 
Her mouth and his hand were bloody ; that as 
ſoon as he had got her out of the paſlage, he 
made ſeveral puſhes at her with his ſword, then 
flung her down on the ſtones, and ſaid ſhe was 
a witch, and he would burn her; ſhe ſhrieked 
a little, but her voice was very low. 

Benjamin Robinſon depoſed, that as he was 
walking in the Temple he heard a noiſe, and 
going into Eſſex- court ſaw the prifoner flouriſh- 
ing his ſword over the deceaſed, and ſaid he would 
ſtick her again; that he called to him, and aſked 
him if he was not a baſe man to ſerve a woman 
ſo? D-n ye, ye dog, ſaid he, PI flick you too. 
The deceaſed was then upon her hands and 
knecs, and he ſtuck her in the breaſt, and then 
ran away : that he (the witneſs) ran after * 
an 
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and ſome tub-folks coming up, they farronnd- 
ed him; he deſired them not to uſe him ill, and 
ſurrendered himſelf, 

Richard Williams, the deceaſed's huſband, 
depoſed, that his wife was the priſoner's laun- 
dreſs, and did his buſineſs in his chambers; that 
ſhe told him on the Thurſday before, that he 
had threatened her; upon which he adviſed her 
not to go to him; but ſhe ſaid, he had always 
been a civil gentleman, and ſhe believed he was 
drunk, or Pad been at the maſquerade, and 
ſomething had diſturbed him, and ſhe hoped 
there would be no danger when he came to him- 
ſelf; fo ſhe went to him that afternoon, and he 
bid her come the next morning and light his 
fire. She did ſo, and his behaviour was not 
then amiſs; but, on Saturday morning, word 
was brought him, that he had murdered her. 

John Bouch depoſed thus: Hearing of the 
diſturbance, I went and ſecured the priſoner ; 
but when I got him into Devereux Court, he ſaid 
he would go no farther; that he ſhould catch 
cold for want of his wig; that the deceaſed was 
a witch, and that there had been a murder com- 
mitted in the town, but he could not diſcover | 
it, becauſe ſhe had bewitched him, I thought 
he was drunk, for he ſmelt very ſtrong. I put 
him in mind how great a crime he had commited; 
then, ſays he, I muſs die for it--- Are you 4 ma- 
giftrate® I told him I was a conſtable; upon 
which he deſired me to take care of his cham- 
bers, becauſe he had thirgs of conſequence 
there, 

Richard Glen depoſed, that a perſon. came 
to the deceaſed's huſband, and ſaid, there 18.4 
man ſtabbing ycur wife; upon which he (the · 

| witneſs) 
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witneſs) ran, and ſaw the priſoner with his 
ſword in his hand, and the deceaſed on her 
hands and knees; that he ſaid to him, are you not 
aſhamed? aſhamed, ſaid he, why ſhe's a witch. 
But you muſt be hanged for killing her, faid he.--- 
Hye, ſaid the priſoner, I know that as well as you. 
The tub-men coming up, he (the witneſs) called 
to them, and ſaid, why dor't you pull off your yokes 
and ſecure him? at the ſame time he bid the 
priſoner ſurrender, and deliver his ſword, He 
anſwered, I am ready; and fo, taking the ſword 
by the blade, he held it out to one that ſtood 
dy. 

Francis Field depoſed, that he ſaw the priſoner 
in Efſex-court, with a naked ſword in his hand 
that he aſked him why he had killed the woman? 
he anſwered, If 1 had not killed her, ſhe muſt 
have been burnt, for ſhe was a witch; and in a 
little time he gave him his ſword, and faid he 
would diſcover the moſt batbarous murder that 
ever was committed. 

Luke Hill depoſed, that the day before the 
murder, the prifoner called him to go on an er- 
rand for him to one Mr. Sexton's in Grays- 
Inn, and to bid one Mr. Twiney come to him; 
that he gave him directions more than once, 
and when he returned, he took his anſwer 
very ſenſibly, and paid him, that he perceived 
. +" wks in him then, for he talked very ra- 
nally, 

Michael Bayne depoſed, that he ſaw the de- 
ceaſed lying on her hands and knees at the bot- 
om of the ſteps, and the priſoner flouriſhing 
his ſword over her; that he bid him take her 
away; that the witneſs aſking him what he 
ſhould do with her, the priſoner ſaid he did 

not 
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Not care, he might carry her and burn her if he 
would. | | 

Mr. Bouch, ſurgeon, depoſed, that upon 
viewing the body of the deceaſed, he found ſhe 
had nineteen wounds, one of which had paſſed 
under her breaſt, and penetrated her heart, 
and this alone was ſufficient to be the cauſe of 
her death. 

Several witneſſes appeared to prove, that the 
priſoner was a lunatic. | 
Marv Price depoſed, that ſhe was ſervant at 
the Temple Eating-houſe ; that the priſoner 
uſed to cine at her maſters, and ſometimes ſhe 
carried victuals to his chambers, as ſhe did the 
Thurſday before he killed the woman; that he 
was fitting by the fire, locked very gruff, and 
did not ſpeak a word, nor would he eat any of 
the victuals. 

Mr. Jenkins depoſed, that ſome days before 
the deceaſed was killed, he went to the priſoners 
chamber, who was then going to breakfaſt, and 
aſked him to drink tea with him, went to the 
cloſet for ſome milk, but, finding none, he 
beſtowed ſome curſes on his laundreſs (who was 
not preſent) and ſaid, ſhe was a witch, and a 
cat, and had eat up his milk, had put ftraw 
upon the fire, and made a raſh come out upon 
him.--- That he met the priſoner on the Friday, 
when he talked to him in ſuch an odd manner, 
that he perceived a great alteration in him, and 
therefore ſhuned his company. | 

- Francis Garvan depoſcd, that the Sunday 
before the accident, the priſoner came to him, 
and ſaid, there was a ſcheme laid to draw him 
into a plot, that there was a junto of conſpira- 


tors, of whom Mr, Gordon was the _ 
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that one of them wanted to ſee him write, and 
another to ſee his ſeal; that his papers. had been 
rifled; that there was a letter in Miſt's journal 
levelled at him; that in Weſtminſter-hall the 
people whiſpered and pointed at him; and, that 
he was N ag apprehenſions of being taken 
up, and therefore intended to make the beſt of 
hi: way out of the kingdom.--- That he went 
to Dr. Fitzgerald, and acquainted him with the 
priſoners diſorder, 

Dr. Fitzgerald depoſed, that Mr. Sexton ſent 
for him to come and ſee the priſoner; that he 
went on Thurſday evening and found him under 
2 diſorder of mind; that the priſoner only told 
him, a friend of his, one Mir. (YNeal, had been 
barbarouſly murdered, and, that he himſelf had 
been the occaſion of it, by telling the rogues 
which way. O'Neal was gone. But at the ſame 
time, ſaid the witneſs, he had a letter adviſing of 
O'Neal's ſafe arrival in Ireland: that he enquired 
how the priſoner had reſted, and was told he had 
not ſlept in five nights: that perceiving his diſ- 
order, he ſent for a ſurgeon to bleed him; but, 
when the ſurgeon came, the priſoner placed him- 
elf againſt the wall, with his ſword in his hand, 
and ſwore he would not be blooded, 

Another witneſs depoſed, that the priſoner got 
upon one coach-horſe, and beat the other with 
his naked ſword. 

Many other witneſſes ſpoke to ſeveral circum- 
ſtances of his having acted like a madman for a 
week or ten days before the murder. 

The Jury acqui:ted him of the murder, as being 
Lunatic at that time. 


The 
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The Trial of HENRY LuTTEREL and Axy 
BuTLER, for Murder. 


ENRY LUTTEREL of the Pariſh of st. 
Martin's in the Fields, Gent. was indicted 
for the murder of the honourable Robert South- 
well, Eſq. by giving him, with a drawn ſword, 
one mortal wound on the left part of his body, 
between the long ribs, of the length of one inch, 
and the depth of fix inches, of which he imme- 
diately died. 

Ann, the wife of Thomas Butler, was indicted 
for the ſaid murder, by aiding, abetting and 
comforting the ſaid Henry Lutterel, July, 1724. 
They were likewiſe indicted on the Coroner's in- 
queſt for the ſame. 

Robert Sutton, ſervant - at the Buſy-Body 
Tavern, depoſed thus: as I was ſtanding at the 
bar' by my miſtreſs, I heard the voice of a wo- 
man trying out, help! help! upon which I ran 
up ſtairs, and found the priſoner, Ann Butler, 
at the ſtairs head. I went directly into the room, 
and ſaw the priſoner and the deceaſed ſtanding 
with their ſwords drawn in a poſture of deſence. 
I interpoſed, and got away both their ſwords, 
which I carried to a neighbour's houſe, and then 
ran for a ſurgeon. | 

Thomas Sunderland, ſeller-man, at the Buſy 
Body. As I was ſtanding near the bar I heard 
a woman violently cry out murder] upon which 
Sutton ran up, and I followed, and ſaw him 
take away their ſwords, which were both drawn. 
Then the deceaſed came out of the room, al 


ſaid, for god's ſake lead me down fairs, for 1 7 of 
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And man, I am fluck in the back. He was led 


down accordingly and ſpoke no more afterwatds, 
but only foamed at the mouth. 1 

* Kenelm Buckworth, I was in the kitchen when 
the woman made the outcry of murder; and 
thereupon running up, I met the deceaſed at the 
Aairs-head: he defired me to carry him down, 
and as I was leading him, he mentioned a wo- 
man, and faid, I am flabbed in the bac. I am 


faint; and then he faultered in his ſpeech, and 


we led him into a room behind the bar. 

John Hardeſy. It was an Opera night, and 
about ten o'clock, when the deceaſed and the 
two priſoners came into the Buſy-body Tavern; 
I ſhewed them a room; they called for arrack 
punch, but we happening to have no arrack in 
the houſe, they ordered punch to be made with 
2 pint of rum; this was ſoon ready and ſent in. 
It was not long before one of them called for the 
reckoning, and J heard the other ſay, why ſhould 
you do that, when the bowl is not half out?---In a 
little time the woman came out of the room, and 
cried murder! But I was in no great hurry to 
run to her aſſiſtance, as thinking that the gentle- 
men might be giving her a little whol-ſfome cor- 
rection, But, however, the porter running up 
followed him into the room, and when he had 
tiken their ſwords away, the woman ſaid to Mr, 
Luiterel, ny dear Harry, I am afraid you ' are 
wounded, and then defired me to ſearch him, 
which I did, but found only a flight ſcratch, 
which I believe might be given by taking away 
his ſword, Ha, | | | 

John Didier the ſurgeon. Being ſent for to 
dreſs the deceaſed, I found him held up. by two 
men, with a bottle of harts-horn applicd to his 

Voc. II, B b noſs, 
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noſe. I probed the wound, and perceived thi 
it went upwards and downwards through the 
interſtices of the muſcles, between the ſixth and 
ſeventh of the long ribs. I ſpoke to him very 
loud, but he made no anſwer, and as ſoon as [ 
had dreſſed him, Mr. Colthart, another ſurgeon 
came in; but the deceaſed did, not. live above 
four or five minutes after. When he was dead, 
the wound was opened; it went through the 
edge of the left lobe of the lung. I believe it 
was the cauſe of his death, and judge by the 
poſitition of the wound, that, when he received 
it, his arm was raiſed up and extended, and if 
he was a left handed man, the wound might 
eaſily be given while he was upon his defence. 
ames Flowers. IL heard a woman cry out when 
T was above fairs, as if ſhe was in danger of 
being raviſhed. A ſervant ran up, and brought 
down two ſwords. I went and aſſiſted the de- 
ceaſed as he was coming down, and when he 
had brought him to the ſtair-foot, he ſaid, the 
woman held me, while Mr. Lutterel run me 
into the back. I afterwajds went to Mrs. Pack 
in the bar, and told her that I heard theſe 
words. | F | 
Mr. Halley. 1 was drinking in the room next 
to that where the priſoners and the deceaſed were, 
I think ther: was only a thin partition betwixt 
us, and yet I heard no parrying of ſwords. 
Robert Sutton again. When I come to the 
ſtairs-head, where Mrs. Butler was ſtanding, 1 
heard the claſhing of ſwords, and upon entering 
the room I ſaw the * ſwords touch each other. 
Mr. Lutterel and the deceaſed were then both 
on the outfide of the table, and Mrs. Butler 
followed me in, and went to the other * 
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Mr. Lutterel, in his defence, ſaid: T' had no 
malice againſt the deceaſed; but we had been 
drinking together at Mary-bone moſt 'part of 
the afternoon, and, returning through the Hay- 
market, we ſaw Ann Butler go before us. The. 
deceaſed aſked me to go to her, and engage her 
io bear us company; but I refuſing he went him- 
felf, and forced her to go to the tavern with us. 
While we were there, I began to talk to her, 
_ at which he grew very angry and quarrelſome. 
Din ye, ſays 1 what do you mean by engroſing her 
all to yourſelf? Then taking up her gloves and 
fan, he obliged her to fit next to him, and 
ſwore ſhe ſhould go with him that night, and 
lend him a guinea. Thereupon I told him it 
was hard he ſhould force a woman to go with 
him, whether ſhe would or no. At theſe words 
his rage increaſing, he hit me a ſlap in the face, 
and, ſoon after, — his ſword, and advanced 
towards me; fo that I was obliged to draw mine 
in my own defence. I had almoſt fallen down in 
preparing to guard myſelf, and, in, the encounter 
received a wound in my hand, _ 
Several perſons of diſtinction appeared in be- 
half of the priſoner, atteſting, that he was a 
man of a quiet and peaceable diſpoſition, and 
that, on the contrary, the deceaſed bore the 
character of a. very quarrelfome perſon, of which 
they gave ſome inſtances. — ot 
Ann Butler. As I was going along the Hays 
market, the deceaſed came up, clapt'me on the 
ſhoulder, and ſwote I ſhould go with him; 1 
deſired him to excuſe me becauſe I Was gain 
to drink a diſh of tea with à gentleman, but h 
rew” outrageous, and ſwore if I did not go With 
Y he would mob me; I replied, that, rathet 
B b 2 than 
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than he or I ſhould be expoſed, I would go and 
drink a pint of wine with him. We accordingly 
went to the Buſy-body Tavern, where, Mr, 
* "Hh talking to me, the deceaſed ſaid, D. n 
ye, Sir, you are a queer fort of a fellow to-engraſs a 
woman to yourſelf, and, mY, 1 Pl N atiſ- 
Faction. Mr. Lutterel anſwered, another time 
guill be better. The deceaſed replied, 0 time like 
the preſent, and ſo drew his ſword, and Mr, 
| Lutterel had like to have fallen backwards before 
he could draw, and put himſelf in a poſture of 
defence, I, not being able to pacify them, 
ran to the ſtairs-head, and cried out violently 
for help; upon which a ſervant came up and 
_ Cow... 
The Jury found Henry Lutterel guilty of 
mar-flaughter,' for which he was burnt in the 
hand: But the evidence againſt Ann Butler not 
deing ſufficient, ſhe was acquitted,  _— 
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We Trial of F RAncts and BEN JAMIN 
__ BR1GHTWELL, for a Robbery. 


RANCIS- and BENJAMIN BRIGHT- 
WELL, - of Pancras, were indicted for 
" allaulting John Pargiter on the highway, and 
taking ; A him thtee ſhillings, July 20th, 
4724. : | | 
* 5 Pargiter depoſed as follows : On the 
20th. of laſt month, having been at London, I 
was going home to Hampſtead, and between 
Fig-lane and the half-way-houſe, I got off m 
NC, 
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him, when the priſoner Francis met me, and 
paſſed me fix or ſeven yards; then Benjamin, 
the other priſoner came up, and knocked "me" 
down into the ditch, and demanded my money 
and watch, and aſked me if all my money was 
in one pocket? I told him yes, and he took it. 
Then he bid me give him my hand to help me 
out of the ditch, and ſo he. lifted me up, and; 

ve me my wig, which fell off my head when 
was knocked down. As for the other priſoner 
Francis, he neither did nor faid any thing to me; 
but halted and ſtood ſtill at a little diſtance, 
while Benjamin robbed me; and after that they 
went away together, and I followed my horſe, 
and went home. On the Saturday following, I 
went to London again, and in my return with 
ſome farmers, my neighbours, coming to the 
fame place, I told them 'thac was the place 
where I had been robbed, and  defcribed the 
perſons who did it. Riding a little further, I 
faw the two priſoners on the road, upon Whieh 
] told the farmers that thoſe were the men, and 
had on the ſame cloaths as when they robbed 
me, and [o we apprehended them, carried them 
to an alehouſe and charged them with the fact. 
They were under a great ſurprize, and neither 
owned nor denied the matter, though Francis 
pretended he was eliew! ere, and upon guard 
at that time; but he prevaricated in his ac- 
count; and this croſs- bow was taken from under 

his coat, 2 
Benjamin Brightwell, in his defence, ſaid, 
he was at home when this robbery was com- 
mitted 5 and * 
Francis Brightwell, that he was upon guard. 
. Ann 
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Ann Miller depoſed, that on the 20th of laſt 
month, at three- quarters -paſt nine at night, 
ſhe ſaw Benjamin Brightwell in the Brewhouſe. 
yard, and he was going to live at Mr. Lomarx' 
John Barber depoſed, that he was at Benja« 
min's houſe, from three o'clock in the afternoon 
till half an hour paſt eight at night. 525 

Ann Miller depoſed, that ſne lodged in Ben- 
jamin's houſe, and he was at home at work, 
222 an hour paſt nine at night, on the 20th 
of July. 

5 Mary Gibſon depoſed, that »: Tueſday 
morning the proſecutor came to her houſe, and 
= her he was fuddled when he was rob- 
Suſan Taylor depoſed, that ſhe ſaw Benjamin 
at the ſtable door between nine and ten at 
night, and talked to him there, and heard him 
fay he was going to lie at Mr. Lomax's 
houſe. 

- Thomas Taylor. And fe did I. 

Several witneſſes gave Benjamin the character 
of a very honeſt man. 

William Hughs, a Clergyman. I have known 
Francis Brightwell near twenty years. He was 
always reputed to be a perſon of the faireſt cha- 
racer, for ſobriety, piety, and juſtice, He was 
to an extraordinary degree accompliſhed with 

latin and greek literature, and had good ſkill 
in Roman antiquities; and, in a word, he car- 
ried ſo great a ſhare of exquiſite learning under 
his grenadiers cap, that I believe there is 
not ſuch another grenadier in the univerſe. 

Several Colonels, Majors, Captains, and other 


military 
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military officers, confirmed the evidence of Mr. 
Hu hs. | 7 * 

he priſoner, Francis Brightwell's ſerjeant, 
and divers other ſoldiers, depoſed, that he was 
on guard the 20th of July laſt, from about a 
quarter paſt nine o'clock till eleven. 

The jury acquitted the priſoners; and they 
were certainly innocent; for this very robbery 
was committed by Sheppard and Blueſkin, as 
we ſhall find by and by in the accounts of their 
lives. ae 

Francis Brightwell died at his quarters at 
Paddington, on Sunday Auguſt 22, 1724. He 
was attended, during his ſhort illneſs, by Sir 
Henry Sloon, one of his Majeſty's phyſici- 
ans. 
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From the Britiſh Journal, Sept. 5, 1724. 


STIR, 

Finding that all our public papers, from the 4th 
uf Auguſt to this day, have ommitted to make honou- 
rable mention of ſome very remarkable circumſtances 
relating to a very private perſon, I deſire his memory 
may be depoſited in your journal. The perſon I mean, 
is Francis Brightwell the grenadier, who was tried 
and accquitted at the Old Bailey, for a robbery ſiuorn 
againſt him; and who, ſince his coming out of pri- 

ſon, died, as tis ſaid, of the gaol diſtemper. 
When evidence was given 2 him in Court, 
Brightwell, by ſeveral witneſſes, proved, that he 
was upon the King's guard at Kenſington, at 
the time that the robbery (if a robbery) was com- 
mitted. Hereupon the court went into an en- 
quiry concerning the reputation and character of 
the priſoner. Some officers, who had — 
ong 
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long in the ſervice, gave teſtimony to his ſobriety 
and diligence in the duty of a foldier. As to his 
honeſty a lady (preſent in court) declared, ſhe 
had entruſted him with a thouſand pounds at a 
time; and, a gentleman, that he had committed 
his houſe and goods, to the value of 60001. to 
his keeping: both which truſts Brightwelb 
had acquitted himſelf to the ſatisfaction of the 
arties concerned, | h ; 
© "Theſe ample teſtimonies, concurring to the 
honour of a man in ſo low a condition of life, 
gave (you may imagine) no ſmall ſurprize to all 
that were preſent; when a clergyman added to 
their aſtoniſhment, by declaring, that he had 
long known the priſoner to be not only a per- 
ſon of ſobriety but likewiſe of very excellent 
learning, and particularly in latin and greek : for, 
that Brightwell had often conſulted him, 
upon difficult paſſages, in Virgil and Horace. 
Thus much for what appeared at the trial of 
this grenadier. I ſhall only remark upon his 
learning, that I am amazed that ſcholarſhjp is 
not very common among military men, conſider- 
ing their profeſſion admits of more leiſure hours 
than any other. Perhaps theſe gentlemen 'are 
afraid of knowledge, from a celebrated maxim 
delivered by John Dryden, the learned all are 
cowards by prefeſſion: and yet Alexander and 
Czfar were ſcholars; and they did not ſeem to 
want cout age. f 
But, to purſue what further particulars I have 
learned of this deceaſed grenadier. He was con- 
tented in his ſtation, ſtudious of leiſure, and am- 
bitious only of knowledge. He had offers of 
being promoted to the rank of corporal or ſer- 
jeant; which he declined, that he might __ 25 
2 | e 
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few avocations as poſſible from his ſtudies. 
Neither did he ever covet money; and, I am 
apt to believe, had he been at the ſacking of a 
town, he would not have thought of carrying 


off any other plunder, but a valuable book or 


two. Take the following inſtance of his diſre- 
gard of gain. He had an excellent manner of 
cleaning and furbiſhing arms, for which he had 
his ſettled prices. An officer, whoſe arms he 
had brightened, was ſo well pleaſed with his 
work, that he fent Brightwell (over and above 
the uſual price) a guinea for a preſent. The 
philoſopher took his price, and returned the gui- 
nea by the ſervant. Some time after, when the 
gentleman ſaw him, why, ſaid he, would you not 
accept of the guinea I ſent you .- am paid for my 
| work, replied the centinel, and deſire no more. 
Accept of a crown then, if your modeſty  akes you 
think a guinea tos much, {aid the officer,--- Excuſe 
me, Sir, anſwered the Veteran, and do not think 
it vanity or affettation, when I refuſe your Rind- 


neſs; but, indeed, Sir, I don't want it: But Tam 


thirfly, and have no money. about me; ſo that if * 
honour will be pleaſed to give me three-pence to drink 
your health, I fhall thankfully accept f it. | 

This laft particular of our grenadier runs ſo 
very parallel with a ſtory in Sir William Tem- 
ple's obſervations of the united provinces, that 
| think it proper to tranſcribe it on this occa- 
lion, Vol. I. p. 50. Among the many and va- 
* rious hoſpitals that are in every man's curio- 
* lity and talk that travels Holland, I was af- 
* fected with none more than that of the aged 
* ſeamen at Enchuſyden, which is contrived, 
6 hniſhed, and ordered, as if it were done with a 
* Kind intention of ſame well-natured man, — 
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© thoſe, who had paſſed their whole lives in the 
© hardſhips and incommodities of the ſea, ſhould 
© find a retreat, ſtored with all the eaſe and con- 
© yeniency that old age is capable of feeling and 


© enjoying. And here I met with the only rich 


man that I ever ſaw in my life: for one of 


© theſe old ſeamen, entertaining me with the 
* plain ſtories of his fifty years voyages and ad- 
* yentures, while I was viewing this hoſpital and 
_ © the church adjoining, I gave him, at parting, 
'© piece of their coin, about the value of a 
* crown: he took it ſmiling, and offered it 
me again; but when I refuſed it, he aſked me 
© what he ſhould do with the money? I left him 
© to overcome his modeſty as he could; but 2 


© fervant coming after me, ſaw him give it to 2 


little girl, that opened the church door, as ſhe 


© paſt by him: which made me reflect on the 


- * fantaſtick calculation of riches and poverty, 
© that is current in the world, by which a man 
6 — wants a million is a prince, he that wants 
© but a groat is a beggar, and this was a poor man 
| © that wanted tka ef, . 
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Memtirs of the Life and ſurprizing Ex 
* ploits of Jack SHEPPARD, convicted 
. Burglary, 1 . 


THIS JOHN SHEPPARD, a youth boch 
Jin age and perſon, tho' an old man in fin, 
was born in the pariſh of Stepney near London, 
in the year 1702, a ſon, grandſon, and great 
grandſon of a Carpenter; his father died . 


— 
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de was ſo very young that he could not recollect 
that ever he fa him. Thus the burthen of his 
maintenance, together with his brother's and 
ſiſters, lay upon the ſhoulders of the widow 


mother, who ſoon procured an admittance of her 


ſon John into the work-houſe in Biſh 


ſtreet, where he continued for the ſpace of a year 


and half, and in that time received an educati- 
on ſufficient to qualify him for the trade his mo- 
ther deſigned him, viz. a Carpenter: accordingly 
ſhe was recommended to Mr. Wood in Witche 
ſtreet, near Drury-lane, as a maſter capable of 
entertaining and inſtructing her fon ; they agreed, 
and he was bound for the ſpace of ſeven years: the 
lad proved an early proficient, and had a ready 
ingenious hand, and ſoon! became maſter of his 
buſineſs, and gave entire ſatisfaction to his maſ- 
ter's cuſtomers, and had the character of a very 


ſober and orderly boy; but alas unhappy youth! | 


before he had-compleated fix years of his ap- 


prenticeſhip, he commenced a fatal acquaintance 


with one Elizabeth Lyon, otherwiſe call'd Edg- 
worth Beſs, from a town of that name in Mid- 
dleſex, where ſhe was born, the reputed wife of 
a foot ſoldier, and who lived a wicked and de- 
bauched life, and our young Carpenter became 
enamour'd With her, and they cohabited together 
as man and wife. | 
Now was laid the foundation of his ruin. Shep- 
pard grows weary of the yoke of ſervitude, and 
began to diſpute with his maſter, telling him that 
his way of jobbing from houſe to houſe, was not 
ſufficient to furniſh him with a due experience in 
his trade, and that if he would not ſee out to un- 
dertake ſome buildings, he would ſtep into the 
world for. better. information. Mr. Wood, a 


mild, 
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mild, ſober, honeſt man, indulged him, and Mis 
Wood with tears, exhorted him againſt the com- 
pany of this lewd proſtitute; but her man prom- 
pted and harden'd by his harlot, damn'd het 
blood, and threw a ſtick at his miſtreſs, and beat 
her to the ground; and being with his maſter at 
work at Mr. Britt's, the Sun ale-houſe near 
Iſlington, upon a very trivial occaſion fell upon 
his maſter, and beat and bruiſed him in a barba- 
rous and ſhameful manner. Such a ſudden and 
deplorable change was there in the behaviour of 
this promiſing young man. Next enſued a neg- 
lect of duty both to God and his maſter, lying 
out of nights, perpetual jarrings, and animoſities; 
theſe and ſuch like, were the conſequences of his 
intimacy with this ſhe-lyon, who by the ſequel 
will appear to have been a main loadſtone 
in attracting of him to the fatal tre. 
Mr. Wood having reaſon to ſuſpect that Shep- 
pard had robbed a neighbour, began to be in 
great fear and terror for himſelf; and when his 
man came not home in due ſeaſons at nignt, 
barred him out, but he made a meer jeſt of the 
locks and bolts, and entered in and out at plea- 
ſure; and when Mr. Wood and his wife have 
had all the reaſon in the world to believe him 
locked out, they have found him very quiet in 
his bed the next morning; ſuch was the power 
of his early magicx. 
 *Edgworth Beſs having ſtolen a gold ring from 
A gentleman, whom ſhe had picked up in the 
ſtreets, was ſent to St. Giles's Round- houſe. 
Sheppard went immediately to his conſort, and 
after a ſhort diſcouſe with Mr. Brown the Beadle, 
and his wife, who had the care of hz place, he 
fell upon the poor old couple, took the keys _ 
1 | them, 
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them, and let his lady out at the door in ſpight 
of all the out- cryes and oppoſition they were 

capable of making. 

About July 1723, he was by his maſter ſent to 
perform a repair at the houſe of Mr. Baines, a 
Piecebroker in White-Horſe-Yard, he from 
thence ſtole a roll of fuſtian, containing twenty 
four yards, which was afterwards found in his 
trunk. This is ſuppoſed to be the firſt robbery 
he ever committed, and it was not long ere he 
repeated another upon this ſame Mr, Baines, by 
breaking into his houſe in the night time, and 
taking out of the till 7]. in money, and goods to 
the value of 141. more; how he entered this houſe 
was a ſecret, till his being laſt committed to 
Newgate, when he confeſſed that he took up the 
iron bars at the cellar window, and after he had 
done his buſineſs, he nailed them down again, fo | 
that Mr. Baines never believed his houſe had 
been broke, and an innocent woman a lodger in | 
the houſe lay all the while under the weight of a | 
ſuſpicion of committing the robbery, 

Sheppard and his maſter had now parted ten 
months before the expiration of his apprentice- 
ſhip, a woeful parting to the former; he was 
gone from a good and careful patronage, and lay 
expoſed to, and complyed with the temptations of 
the moit wicked wretches this town could afford, . 
as Joſeph Blake, alias Blueſkin, William Field, 
Doleing, James Sykes, alias Hell and Fury, 
which laft was the firſt that bet tray ed and put him 
into the hands of juſtice, as will preiently ap- 
Prale 

Having deſerted his maſter's ſervice, he took 
ſhelter in the houſe of Mr. Charles in May-Fair 
near Piccadilly, and his landlord having a ne- 

Vol. II. C c ceſſity 
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ceſſity for ſome repairs in his houſe, engaged one 
Mr. Panton a Carpenter to undertake it, and 
Sheppard to aſſiſt him as a journeyman; but on 
the 23d of October 1723, ere the work was 
compleat, Sheppard took occaſion to rob the 
people of the effects following, viz. 71. 10s. in 
ſpecie, five large ſilver ſpoons, . plain gold rings, 
and a Cypher ring, four ſuits of wearing apparel, 
beſides linen to a conſiderable value. This fact 
he confeſſed to the Revd. Mr. Waziiaff, before 
his eſcape from the Condemn'd- Hole of New- 
ate. 
Sheppard had a brother named Thomas, a Car- 


| 2 by profeſſion, tho' a notorious thief and 
0 


uſe- breaker by practice. This Thomas being 
committed to Newgate for breaking open the 
houſe of Mrs. Mary Cook, a Linnen Draper 
in Clare- Street, Clare Market, on the fifth of 
February, and ftealing goods to the value of be- 
tween 50 and 60 I. he impeached his brother 
John Sheppard and Edgworth Beſs, as being con- 
cerned with him in this fact, and theſe three were 
alſo charged with being concerned together in 
breaking the houſe of Mr, William Phillips in 
Drury-Lane, and ſtealing divers goods, the pro- 
perty of Mrs, Kendrick, a lodger in the houſe, on 
the 14th of the ſaid February; all poſſible endea- 
vours were uſed by Mrs. Cook and Mr. Phillips, 
to get John Sheppard and Edgworth Beſs appre- 
hended, but to no purpoſe, ti}! the following at- 
cident : 

Sheppard was now upon his wicked range in 
London, committing robberies every where at 


- Giſcretion ; but one day meeting with his old ac- 


quaintance James Sykes, alias Hel and Fury, 
ſometimes a chair- man, and at others a running 
toot- 


* 
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foot-man. This Sykes invited him to go to one 
Redgate's, a victualling-houſe near the Seven 
Dials, to play at Skettles; Sheppard complyed, 
and Sykes ſecretly ſent for Mr. Price a conſta- 
ble in St, Giles's pariſh, and charged with his 
friend Sheppard, for robbing of Mrs. Cook, &c. 
Sheppard was carried before Juſtice Parry, who 
ordeted him to St. Giles's Round-houſe till 
the next morning for father examination; he 
was confined in the upper part of the place, 
being two ſtories from the ground, but ere two 
hours came about, by only the half of a 1azor, 
and the ſtretcher of a chair, he broke open the 
top of the Round-houſe, and tying together a 
ſheet 3nd a blanket, by them deſcended into the 
church-yard and eſcap'd, leaving the pariſh to 
repair the damage, and repent of the aftront put 
upon his {kill and capact y. 

On the 19th of May in the evening, Shep- 
pard with another robber named Benſon, were 
paſſing through Leiceſter-fiells, where a gentle- 
man food accuſing a woman with an attempt 
to {leal his watch, a mob was gathered about 
the diſputants, and Sheppard's companion being a 
maſter, got in amongſt them, and picked the 
gentleman's pocket in good earneſt of his watch; 
the ſcene was ſurprizingly changed, from an 
imaginary robbery to a real one, and in a mo- 
ment enſued an outcry of Stop Thisf! Sheppard 
and Benſon took to their heels, and Sheppard was 


houſe, crying out Stop Thief with much earneſt- 
neſs; he was conveyed to St. Ann's Round-houſe 
in Soho, and kept ſecure till the next morning, 
when Edgworth Beſs came to viſit him, who was 
ſeized alſo ; they were carried before Juſtice Wal- 
Cc2 ters 


ſeized by a ſerjeant of the guard at Leiceſter ' 


* 
1 


= 


8 — 
— — — 
— 


_ — 
— 


1 - — — 


— 
— — — ͤ — — —— 8k ʒ v—ĩ—ͤ—b 
— 


— 


— — 


E rr ————-—-—.. 
WV - Þ — — — — — — — 


286 Memoirs of the Life of 


ters, when the people in Drury-Lane and Clare. 
Market appeared, and charged them with the 
robberies aforemention'd; but Sheppard preten- 
ding to impeach certain of his accomplices, the 
Juſtice committed them to New-Priſon, with an 
intent to have them ſoon removed to Newgate, 
unleſs there came from them ſome uſeful diſco- 
veries. Sheppard was now a ſecond time in the 
hands of jultice, but how long he intended to 


keep them in, the reader will ſoon be able to 
judge. 

He and his mate were now in a ſtrong and 
well guarded priſon, himſelf loaded with a pair 
of double links and Baſils of about 141b. weight, 
and confined together in the fafeſt apartment 
called Newgate-Ward ; Sheppard, conſcious' of 
his crimes, and knowing the information he had 
made to be but a blind amuſement that would 
avail him nothing, began to meditate an eſ- 
cape, They had been thus detamied for about 
four dars, and their friends having the liber- 
ty of ſ:einy them, furniſhed him with im- 
plements proper for his deſign : accordingly Mr, 
Sheppard gces to work, and on the 25th of May, 
being Whitſun-Monday, at about two o'clock 
in the Morning, he had compleated a practica- 
ble breach, and ſawed off his ſetters; having 
with unheard of diligence and dexterity cut off 
an iron bar from the wiedow, and taken out a 
mutin or bar of the molt ſolid oak of about nine 
incaes in thickneſs, by boring it thro' in many 
places, a work of great {kill and labour, they had 
ft five and twenty foot to deſcend from the 
ground, Sheppard faſtened a ſhzet and blanket 
10 the bars, and cauſed madam take off her gown 
and peiticoat, and ſent her out firſt, and ſhe being 

more 
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more corpulent than himſelf, it was with great 
pain and difficulty that he got her through the 
interval, and obſerving his directions, ſhe was in- 
ſtantly down, and more frighted than hurt, the 
philoſopher followed, and lighted with eaſe and 
pleaſure ; but where are they eſcap'd to? why out 
of one priſon into another. The reader is to un- 
derſtand, that the New-Priſon and Clerkenwell 
Bridewell lie contiguous to one another, and they - 
are got into the yard of the latter, and have a wall 
of twenty two feet to ſcale before their liberty is 
perfected ; Sheppard, far from being unprepared. 
to ſurmount this difficulty, had his gimblets and 
piercers ready, and made a ſcaling ladder. While 
the keepets and priſoners of both places were 
Meep.in their beds he mounts his baggage, and in 
leſs than ten minutes carries both her and him- 
ſelf over the wall, and compleats an entire eſcape. 
Altho' his efcape from the Condemned Hole in 
Newgate made a far greater noiſe in the world 
than that from New-Priſon, it has been allow'd_. 
by all the gaol Keepers in London, that one ſo 
miraculous was never performed in England be- 
fore; the broken chains and ba es are kept Neu- 
Priſon to teſtify and preſerve the m2mary of this ex- 
traordinary villain. ; | * 

Shepp:rd, not warned by this admonition, re 
turns like a dog fo his vomit, and comes ſecretly 
into his inaſter Wood's neighbourhood in Witch— 
ſtreet, and concerts m aſars with one Anthony 
Lamb, an apprentice to. Mr. Caster, a Mathe- 
matical inſtrument- maker, for robbing Mr. Bur- 
ton a maſter Taylor, a man of worth and Repu- 
tation, who lodged in Mr. Carter's houſe. 
Charles Grace, a graceleſs Cooper, was let into 
the ſecret, conſented, and reſolved to act his part; 
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the 16th of June was appointed, Lamb accord. 
i.oly lets Grace and Sheppard into the houſe at 
midnight, and they all went up to Mr. Barton's 
aparment, well armed with piſtols, and entered 
his rooms without being diſturbed ; Grace was 
poſted at Mr. Burton's bed-ſide with a Icaded Pi- 
ſtol, and poſitive orders to ſhoot him through the 
head if in caſe he awaked, Sheppard being en- 
gaged in opening the trunks and boxes the mean 
. while. It luckily happened for Mr. Burton that 
he ſlept ſounder than uſual that night, as hav- 
ing come from a merry-making with ſome 
friends, tho* poor man little dreaming in what 
dreadful circumſtances he was then in. They 
carryed off in notes, bonds, guineas, cloaths, 
made and unmade, to the value of between two 
or three hundred pounds, beſides a padueſoy 
ſuit of cloaths, worth about 18 or 20l. more, 
which having been made for a corpulent pentle- 
man, Sheppard had them reduced, and fitted to 
his own fize 2nd wear, as deſigning to appear.and 
make a figure among the Beau Monde. Grace 
and Sheppard h:ving diſpoſed of the goods at an 
alehouſe in Newtenor's-Lane, (a rendezvous. of 
robbers and ruffians) took their flight, and Grace 
was not heard of after. Lamb was appre- 
hended and carry'd before Juſtice Newton, and 
there made an ample confeſſion, and being 
nothing but that againſt him at his trial, and 
withal a favourable proſecution, he came off with 
a ſentence of tranſportation only; he as well as 
Sheppard confirm'd all the above particulars, and 
with this addition, viz. That it was debated 
among them to have murdered all the people in 
the houſe, ſave one perſon, 


About 
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About the latter end of the ſame month June, 
Mr. Kneebone, a Woollen-Draper near the New- 
Church in the Strand, received a caution: from 
the father of Anthony Lamb, who intimated to 
Mr. Kneebone that his houſe was intended to 
be broke open and robbed that very night. Mr. 
Kneebone prepared for the event, ordered his ſer- 
vants to ſit up, and gave directions to the 
watchman in the ſtreet to obſerve his houſez 
at about two: in the morning, Sbeppard and his 
gang were about the door, a, maid ſervant went 
to liſten, and heard one of the wretches-ſay, dumm 
him, i they. could nat enter that night they: would a+ 
nother, and.wauld have, 300l, of his (meaning, Mr, 
Kneebone's) money: they went oft, and nothing 
more was heard of them till Sunday the: lath day 
of July following, when William Field, (as him- 
ſelf ſwore) came about twelve o'clock at night, 
and cut two large oaken bars over the cellar wins 
dow, at the back part of the houſe in Little 
Drury-Lane, and ſo entered. Mr. Kneebone and 
bis family being at reſt, they proceeded to open 
2 door at the foot of the cellar ſtairs, with three 
| bolts, and a large padlock upon it, and then came 
up into the ſhop and wrenched off the haſp and 
padlock that went over the p eſs, and arrived at 
their deſired booty; they continued in the houſe 
three hours, and carry'd off with them one hun- 
dred and eight yards of broad wollen cloath, fve 
yards blue bays, a light tie wig, and a beaver 
hat, two ſilver ſpoons, a-handkerchief, and. a pen- 
knife, in all to the value of 5ol. | 

The Sunday following, being the 19th of July, 
Sheppard and Blewſkin were out upon the Hamp- 
ſtead road, and there ſtopt a coach with a lady's 
woman in it, from whom. they took but half a 

crown, 
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crown, all the money then about her; de foot · 
man behind the coach came down and ex- 
erted himſelf, but Sheppard ſent him in haſte 
up to his poſt again, by threat of his piſtol. 

The next night being the 20th of July, about 
nine o'clock, they robbed Mr. Pargiter, a 
chandler of Hampſtead, near the half way-houſe; 
Sheppard after his being taken at Finchley, was 

icularly examined — this robbery. The 
everend Mr. Wagſtaff having received a Jet- 
— from an unknown hand, with two queſtions 
to be propoſed to Sheppard, - viz, Whether he 
did rob John Pargiter on Monday the. 20th of 
July, about nine at night, between the Turn- 
Pike and Hampſtead? how much thbney he 
took: from him 5 whether Pargiter was drunk or 
not? and if he had rings 0 or wateh about Him 
when robbed? which requeſt was eomplyed 
with, and Sheppard affirmed, that Mr. Pargiter 
was very much in liquor, having # great coat 
on, neither rings on his fingers or Wateh, and 
only three ſhillings in his pocket, which they 
took from him, and that Blueſkin knocked him 
down twice with the but- end of his piſtol to 
make ſure work, (though exc: is of drink had 
done that before) but Sheppard did 1 in kindneſs 
raiſe him up as often. 

The next night July 27, Gen- Ropped 2 
Stage-coach, and took from à (paſſenger in it 
twenty ſhillings, and were ſo expeditious in the 
matter, that not two words: were made our the 
bargain. E 
Now Mr: Sheppard's long and wicked wurke 
was ſeemingly drawn to a period, Mr. Knee- 
bone having applyed to Jonathan Wild, and 
ſet forth advertiſements in the papers, coniplains 

ing 
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ing of this robbery. On Tueſday the 22d of 
July at night, Edgworth Beſs was taken in a 
prandy-ſhop near Temple-bar, by Jonathan 
Wild; ſhe being much terrified, diſcovered 
where Sheppard was; a warrant was my 
iſſued by Juſtice Blackerby, and the next day 
he was apprehended at the houſe of Blueſkin's 
mother, in Roſemary-lane, by one Quilt a do- 
meſtick of Mr. Wild's, though not without 
great oppoſition ; ſor he clapped a loaded piſtol 
to Quilt's breaſt, and attempted to ſhoot him, 
but the piſtol miſſed fire; he was brought back 
to New-Priſon, confined in the dungeon, and 
the next day carried before Juſtice Blackerby. 
Upon his examination he confeſſed the three 
robberies on the highway aforementioned, as 
alſo the robbing Mr. Baines, Mr. Burton, and 
Mr. Knecbone: be was committed to Newgate, 
and at the -Seffions of Oyer and Terminer, 
and Goal delivery, holden at the Old-Bailey, 
on the 12th, 13th, and 14h of Auguſt, he 
was tryed upon three ſeveral indictments, 
viz. 

John Sheppard, of the pariſh of St. Martin's 
in the Fields, was indicted for breaking the 
houſe of William Phillips, and ſtealing divers 
goods, the 14th of February, but there not 
being ſufficient evidence againſt the priſoner, he 
was acquitted. 

He was indicted a ſecond time, of St. Clem- 
ent Danes, for breaking the houſe of Mary 
Cook, the 5th of February, and ſtealing divers 
goods, but the evidence againſt the priſoner 
being deficient as to this indictment alſo, he 
was acquitted, 

He 
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He was indicted a third time, of St. Mary 
Savoy, for breaking the houſe of William Knee- 
bone, in the night time, and ftealing 108 yards 
of wollen cloth, the 12th of July. 

The proſecutor depoſed, that the priſoner 
had ſome time ſince been his ſervant, and when 
he went to bed, the time mentioned in the in- 
dictment, about eleven o'clock at night, he 
faw all the doors and windows faſt, but was 
called up about four in the morning, and found 
his houſe broke open, the bats of the cellar 
window having been cut, the bolts of the 
door that comes up ftairs drawn, the nad- 
lock wrenched off, the ſhutter in the ſhop 
broken, and his goods gone; whereupon ſuſ- 
pecting the priſoner, he having committed ill ac- 
tions thereabouts before, he acquainted Jonathan 
Wild with it, and he procured him to be appre- 
hended. That he went to the priſoner in New- 
Priſon, and aſking how he could be ſo ungrate- 
ful to rob him after he had ſhown him ſo much 
kindneſs? the priſoner owned he had been un- 
grateful in ſo doing, informing him of ſeveral 
circumſtances as to the manner of committing the 
fact, but ſaid, he had been drawn into it by ill 
company. 

Jonathan Wild depoſed, the proſecutor came 
to him, and defired that he would enquire after 
his goods that had been ſtolen, telling him he 
ſuſpected the prifoner to have been concerned in 
the robbery, he having before committed ſome 
robberies in the neighbourhood, That enquiring 
after him, and having heard of him before, he 


was informed that he was an acquaintance of 


Joſeph Blake, alias Blewſkin, and William Field, 
whereupon he ſent for William Field, who came 


to 
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to him; upon which he told him, if he would 
make an ingenuous confeſhon, he believed he 
could prevail with the court to make him an evi- 
dence. That he did make a diſcovery of the pri- 
ſoner, upon which he was apprehended, and alſo 
of others ſince convicted, and gave an account 
of ſome parcels of the cloth, which were found 
accordingly. | 

William Field depoſed, That the priſoner told 
him, and Joſeph Blake, that he knew a Ken 
where they might get ſomething of worth ; that | 
they went to take a view of the proſecutor's 
houſe, but diſproved of the attempt, as not think- 
ing it eaſy to be performed; but the priſoner | 
perſuaded them that it might eaſily be done, he | 
knowing the houſe, and having lived with the 
proſecutor ; that thereupon he cut the cellar bar, | 
went into the cellar, got into the ſhop, and | 


brought out three parcels of cloth, which they 
carry'd away. The priſoner had alſo confeſſed 
the fact when he was apprehended, and before 
the juſtice. The fact being plainly proved, 
the jury found him guilty of the indictment. ; 

dentence of death was pronounced upon him lf 
accordingly. Several other proſecutions might | 
have been brought againſt him, but this was | 
though ſufficient to rid the world of ſo capital an | 
ouender: he begged earneſtly for tranſportation | 
to tne moſt extream foot of his Majeſty's domi- | 
nions, and pleaded youth and ignorance, as the 
motive which had precipitated him into the guilt 
but the court, deaf to his importunities, as know- i 
ing him and his repeated crimes to be equally 
fragrant, gave him no latisfactory anſwer: he re- 
turned to his diſmal abode the Condemned-Hold, 
Where were nine more unhappy Wretches in 
as 


- 


| 
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as dreadful circumſtances as himſelf, The Court 
being at Windſor, the MalefaCtors had a longer 
reſpite than is uſual ;_ during that receſs, James 
Harman, Lumley, Davis, and Sheppard, agreed 
upon an eſcape, concerted meaſures, and pro- 
vided inſtruments to make it effectual, but put 
off the execution of their deſign, on account the 


two gentlemen having their hopes of life daily 


renewed, by the favourable anſwers they received 
from ſome conſiderable perſons ; but thoſe va- 
niſhing the day before their execution, and find- 
ing their ſentence irreverſible, they two dropt their 
hopes, together with the deſign they formed for 
an eſcape, and ſo in earneſt prepared to meet 
death on the morrow, (which they accordingly 
did.) *Twas on this day Mr. Davis gave Shep- 
pard the watch ſprings, files, ſaws, &c. to effect 
his own releaſe, and knowing that a warrant 
was hourly expected for his execution with 
two others, on the Friday following; he thought 
it high time to look about him, for he had waited 
his trial, ſaw his conviction, and. heard his 
ſentence with ſome patience, but finding himſelf 


- Irreſpitably decreed for death, he could fit paſ- 


five no longer, and on the very day of the ex- 
ecution of the former, whilſt they were having 
their fetters taken off, in- order for going to the 
tree, that day he began to ſaw, Saturday mace 
a progreſs, ut Sunday omitted, by reafon of 
the concourſe in the Lodge. Edgworth Bets 
having been ſet at liberty, had frequent acceſs 
to him, with others of his acquaintance. On 
Monday the dead warrant came from Windſor, 
appointing that he, together with Joſeph Ward, 
and Anthony Upton, ſhould be executed the 

Friday 
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Friday following, being the 4th of September; 
the keepers acquainted him therewith, and 
deſired him to make good uſe of that ſhort time 
allotted him; he thanked them, and ſaid, be 
ſhould fallow their advice and prepare. Edgworth 
Beſs and another woman, had been with him at 
the door of the Condemned- Hole beſt part of 
the afternoon. Between five and fix he deſired 
the other priſoners, except Stephen Fowles, to 
remain above, while he offer'd ſomething in pri- 
vate to his friends at the door; they comply'd, 
and in this interval he got the ſpike aſunder, 
which made way for the ſkeleton to paſs with his 
heels foremoſt, by the aſſiſtance of Fowles, whom 
he moft ungeneroully betrayed to the keepers after 
his being re-taken, and the fellow was as ſeverely 
puniſhed for it. 

Having now got clear of his priſon, he took 
coach, diſguiſed in a night gown, at the corner 
of the Old-Bailey, along with a man who waited 
for him in the ſtreet, and was ſuppoſed to be one 
Page a Butcher, ordering the coachman to drive 
to Black-Fryers ſtairs, where his proſtitute gave 
him the meeting, and they three took boat, and 
wen: aſhore at the Horſe-Ferry at Weſtminſter, 
and at the White-Hart they went in and drank, 
and ſtayed ſometime, from thence they adjourn'd 
to a place in Holborn, where by the help of a 
ſaw he quitted the chains he had brought with 
him from Newgate, and then, Hke a freeman, 
took his ramble through the city, and came 
— Spittle-fields, and there lay with Edgwortn 

els, 

It may be eaſy to imagine what an alarm hiz 
eſcape gave to the keepers of Newgate, three of 


their people being at the other end of the 
Vol. II. D d lodge 


— 
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lodge, engaged in a diſcourſe. concerning his 
wonderful — from New-Priſon, and what 
caution ought to be uſed, leſt he ſhould give 
them the ſlip, at that very inſtant as he perfe&- 
ed it. | 5 

On Tueſday he ſent for William Page, an 
apprentice to a butcher in Clare-Market, who 
came to him, and being penny leſs, he defired 
Page to give him what aſſiſtance he could to 
make his way, and being a neighbour and ac- 


| quaintance, he complyed with it; but ere he 


would do any thing he conſulted a near rela- 
tion, who, as he faid, encouraged him. in it, 
nay, put him upon it; ſo meeting with this 
ſucceſs in his application to his friend, and pro- 
bably an afſiſtance in the pocket, he came to 
Sneppard, having bought him a new blue but- 
cher's frock, and another for himſelf, and fo 
both took their cout to Warden in Northamp- 
tonſhire, where they came to a relation of 
Page's, who received and entertained them 
kindly, the people lying from their own bed to 
accommodate them ; Sheppard pretending to be 
a butcher's fon in Clare-Market, who was going 
farther in the country to his friends, and that 
Page was ſo kind as to accompany him ; but 
they as well as their friend became tired of one 
another, the butchers having but one ſhilling 


' left, and the people poor, and conſequently 


unable to ſubhiſtawo ſuch fellows. After a ſtay 
of three or four days, they ceturned and came 
for London, and reached the city on Tueſday 
the 8th of September, called by the way at 
Black-Mary's-Hole, and drank with ſeveral 
of their acquaintance, and then came into 


- Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, to one Cooley's, a brandy 


ſbop, 
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ſhop, where a cvbler being at work in his ſtall, 
ſtept out, and ſwore there was Sheppard ; he 
hearing him, departed immediately. In the 
evening they came into Fleet-ftreet about eight 
o'clock, and obſerving Mr, Martin's, a watch- 
maker's ſhop to be open, and a little boy only 
to look after it, Page gues in, and afks the 
lad whether Mr. Taylor a watchmaker lodged 
in the houſe ? being anſwered in the negative, 
he came out, and reported the diſpoſition of 
the place; Sheppard now makes trial of his old 
maſter-piece, fixeth a nail peircer into the door- 
poſt, faſtens the knocker thereto with pack- 
thread, breaks the glaſs, and takes out three 
ſilver watches of 15 I. value, the boy ſeeing 
him take them, but could not get out to purſu 
him, by reaſon of his contrivance; one of 
the watches he pledged for a guinea and half, 
The ſame night they came into Witch; ſtreet, 
Sheppard going into his maſter's yard, and 
calling for his fellow prentice, his miſtreſs 
heard him, knew his voice, and was dreadfully- . 
frightened ; he went next to the Cock and Pye 
Ale-houſe in Drury-Lane, ſent for a Barber 
of his acquaintance, drank brandy and eat 
oyſters in the view of ſeveral people, Pa 
waiting all the while at the door, the whole 
neighbourhood being alarmed, yet none durſt 
attack him for fear of piſtols, &e. he had vow'd 
revenge upon a poor man that kept a Dairy- 
cellar at the end of White-horſe-yard, who ha- 
ving ſeen him at Iflington after his eſcape, and 
engaged not to ſpeak of it, broke his promiſe ;” 
wherenpon Sheppard went to his reſidence, took 
the door off the hinges, and threw it down 
amongſt all the man's pans, and pipkins, and 
| D d 2 cauſed 
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czuſed a deluge of cream and milk to flow about 
the cellar, 

The ſame night he had a narrow eſcape; 
one Mr, Ireton, a Sheriff 's Officer, ſecing him 
and Page paſs through Drury-Lane about ten 
o'clock purſued them, and laid hold of Page 
inſtead of Sheppard, who got off; thus Ireton 
miſſing the main man, and thinking Page of 
no conſequence, let him go after him. 

Edgworth Beſs had bcen apprehended by 
Jonathan Wild, and by Sir Francis Forbes, 
one of the Aldermen of London, committed 
to the Poultry-compter, for aiding and aſſiſting 
Sheppard in his eſcape; the keepers and others 
terrified and purged her as much as poſſible, to 

- diſcover where he was, but had it been her 
inclination, it was not in her power ſo to do, 
as it manifeſtly appeared ſoon after. 

The people about the Strand, Witch-ſtreet, 
and Drury-Lane, whom he had robbed, and 
who had proſecuted him, were under great ap- 
prehenſions and terror, and in particular Mr. 
Kneebone, on whom he vowed a bloody re- 

venge, becauſe he refuſed to ſign a petition in 
his behalf to the Recorder of London. T his 
gentleman was forced to keep armed people up 
in his houſe every night till he was re-taken, 
and had the ſame fortified in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner. Several other ſhop-keepers in that neigh- 
bourhood were alſo put to great expence 
and trouble to guard themſelves againſt this 
villain, 

The keepers of Newgate, whom the raſh 
world loaded with infamy, ſtigmatized and bran- 
ded with the title of perſons guilty of briber 
for conniving at his eſcape, they and what pa. 

in 
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in their power, either for love or money, did con- 
tribute their utmoſt to undeceive a wrong no- 
tioned people. Their vigilance was remarkably 
indefatigable, ſparing neither money nor time, 
night nor day, to bring him back to his deſery'd 
juftice. After many intelligences, which they 
endeavoured for and received, they had one 
which proved very ſucceſsful; having learnt for a 
certainty that their haunts was about Finchley- 
Common, and being very well aſſur'd of the very 
houſe where they lay, on Thurſday the 10th of 
September, a poſſe of men, both of ſpirit and 
conduct, furniſh'd with. arms proper for their 
deſign, went for Finchley, ſome in a coach and 
four, and others on horſeback; they diſperſed 
themſelves upon the Common aforeſaid, in or- 
der to make their view, where they had not been 
long ere they. came in fight of. Sheppard in 
company with William Page, habited like two 
Butchers, in-new blue Frocks, with white aprons 

tucked round their waſtes. | 
Upon Sheppard's ſ-eipg Mr. Langley, one of 
the head turnkeys of Newgate he ſays to his com- 
panion, Page, I h a fag; upon which their 
courage dropt, knowing that now their dealing 
way of buſineſs was almoſt at an en]; however, 
to make their flight as ſ:cure as they could, they 
thought it adviieable to take to a ſoot path, to 
cut off the purſuit of the Newgate cavalry; but 
this did not prove:moſt ſucceſslul, Mr. Lan, ley 
came up with Page, {who was hindermoſt) and 
diſmoup ting with piſtol in hand, commands Page 
to throw up his hands, which he trembling did, 
begging for life, deſiring him to fiſk him, viz. 
ſearch him, which he accordingly did, and foun | 
a broad knife, and a file; having thus diſarmed 
3 D d 3 3 
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him, he takes the Chubb along with him in queſ 
of the Qlippery eel Nelken; who had taken ſhe]- 
ter in an old ſtable belonging to a farm-houſe, 
the purſuit was cloſe, the houſe inveſted, and a 


girl ſeeing his feet as he ſtood yp hid, diſco- 


vered him. Mr. Auſtin a turnkey firſt attacked 
his perſon, Mr. Langley ſeconded him, and 
Ireton an officer helped to encloſe, and happy 
was the hindermoſt who aided in this enterprize, 
He being ſhocked with the utmoſt fear, told 
them he ſubmitted, and defired they would let 
him live as long as they could, which they did, 
and uſed him mildly; upon ſearching him they 
found a broad knife, with two of the watches as 
he had taken out of Mr. Martin's ſhop, one un- 
der each armpit; and now having gained their 
2 and made themſelves maſters of what they 

ad often endeavoured for, they came with their 
bot ſheep to a houſe on the Common that ſold 
I:quors, with this incription on the fign, I have + 
brought my hogs to a 2 market? which our 
two unfortunate butchers under their then un 
happy circumſtances, had too fad reaſon to ap- 
ply to themſelves. Sheppard had by this time 
recovered his ſurprize, grew calm and eaſy, and 


deſired them to give him ſome brandy, which 
they did, and were all good friends and company 
tdgether. 


They adjourned with their booty to another 
place, where there was a coach and four wait- 
ing to convey them to town with more ſpeed and 
ſafety, where Mr. Sheppard arrived at his old 


manſion about two in the afternoon. At his 
alighting be made a ſudden ſpring, his intention 


being (as he declared) to have ſlipt under the 


coach, and had a race for it; he was put into 
Ahe Condemned-Hold, and chained down to the 


— —— — 
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ſtoor with double baſils about his feet, &c. Page 
was carried before Sir Francis Forbes, and com- 

mitted to the ſame priſon, for *ccompanying and 

aiding Sheppard in his eſcape. The Prudence 
of Mr. Pitt cauſed a ſeparation between him and 
his brother the firſt night, as a means to prevent 
any enſuing danger, having two heads, which 
(according to our proverbial ſaying) is better than 


one. | 

The joy the people of Newgate conceived on 
this occaſion was inexpreſſible. Te Deum was ſu 
in the lodge, and nothing but ſmiles and bumpers 
were ſeen there for many days together; but 
Jonathan Wild unfortunately happened to be gone 
upan a wrong ſcent after him to Sturbridge, and 
loſt a ſhare of the glory. - 

The Reverend Mr. Wagſtaff, who officiated 
in the abſence of the Ordinary, renewed his for- 
mer acquaintance with Mr. Sheppard, and ex- 
amin'd him in a particular manner concerning 
his eſcape from the Condemned Hold; he entire- 
ly diſown'd that all, or any belonging to the 
priſon were privy thereto, but related it as it has 
deen deſcribed. He declared that Edgworth Beſs, 
who had hitherto paſſed for his wife, was not 
really ſo; this was by ſome thought to be baſe 
and ungenerous in him, as ſhe had contributed 
towards his eſcape, and was in cuftody on that 
account, it might render her more liable to pu- 
niſhment than if ſhe had been thought his wife; 
but he endeavoured to acquit himſelf, by ſaying, 
that ſhe was the ſole author of all his misfortunes, 
that ſhe betrayed him to Jonathan Wild at the 
time when he was taken in Roſemary-Lane, 
and that when he was contriving his eſcape, ſhe 
diſobey d his orders, as when he being required 

to 
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to attend at the door of the Condemned-Holk by 


nine or ten in the morning, to facilitate his en- 
deavours, ſhe came not till the evening, which 
he ſaid, was an ungrateful return for the care 
he had taken in ſetting her at liberty from Ne- 
Priſon, and thus -oſtified himſelf in what he had 
done, and. ſaid he cared not what became of 
her. | | | 
He was. continually. i ſecond eſ- 
cape, as appeared by his own hardineſs, and the 
inſtruments found upon him, on Saturday the 
12th, and Wedneſday the 16th of September; 
the firſt time a ſmall file was found concealed 
in his bible, and the. ſecond time two files, a 
chiſſel, and a hammer, being hid: in the ruſhes 
of a chair; and whenever a queltion was mov'd 
to him, when, or by what means thoſe imple- 
ments came to his hands, he would paffionately 
fly out, and ſay, how can you always aſe me theſe 
and ſuch like queſtions? and in a particular manner 
when he was aſked, whether his companion 
Page was an. accomplice with. him,. either in 
the affair of the watches, or any other? he re- 
pli d, that if he knew, be would give no direct 
anſiuer, thinking it to be a crime in him to detect 
the guilty.. FI 
It was thought neceſſary by the, keepers to re- 
move him from the Condemned- Hole to a place 
called the Caſtle, in the body of the gaol, and 
to chain him down. to two large iron ſtaples in 
the floor. The concourſe of people of tolerable 
faſhion: to ſee, him was exceeding great, and he 
was always chearful and pleaſant to a degree, as 
turning almoſt every thing as was ſaid into a jeſt 
and banter,. . 8 


— — 
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Being one Sunday at the chapel, a gentleman 
belonging to my Lord-Mayor, aſked a Furnkey, 
which was Sheppard? the man pointed to him; 
ſays Sheppard, yes, Sir, I am the Sheppard, and all 
the gaolers in town are my flock, and I cannot ſtir into 
the country, but they are all at my heels bawling after 
me, &c. : 

He told Mr. Robins the City Smith, that he 
procured him a fmall jobb, and that whoever it was 
that put the ſpikes on the Condemned- Hold was an 
honeft man, for a better piece of metal, ſays he, i 
never wrought upon in my life. , 

He was loth to believe his frequent robberies 
were an injury to the public; for he uſed to fay, 
that if they were ill in one reſpect, they were as god 
in another, and that tho he cared not for work 
much himſelf, yet he was deſirous that others 
ſould not land idle, more eſpecially thafe of his 
= trade, who were always repairing bis brea- 

by Þ 

When ſerious, and that but ſeldom, he would 
retect on his paſt wicked life; he declared to us, 
that for ſeveral years of his apprenticeſhip, he 
had an utter abhorrence to women of the town; 
and uſed to pelt them with dirt when they have 
fell in his way, till a Button- mould-maker, his 
next neighbour, left off that buſineſs, and ſet up 
: Victualling-houſe in Newtoner's-Lane, where 
bimſelf and other young apprentices reſorted on 
dundays, and at all other opportunities. At this 
houſe began his acquaintance with Edgworth 
beſs, his ſentiments being ſtrangely altered, and 
from an averſion to thoſe proſtitutes, he had a 
more favourable opinion, and even converſation 
With them, till he contracted an ill diſtemper, 
whick 


| 
[ 
[ 
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| 
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which, as he ſaid, he cured himſelf of dy 2 
medicine of his own prepari 

He inveighed bitterly againſt his brother Tho- 


mas for putting him into the information, for 


Mrs. Cook's robbery, and pretended that all the 
miſchiefs that attended him was ewing to that 
matter ; he acknowledged that he was concerned 
in that fact, and that his faid brother broke into 
his lodgings, and ſtole from him all his ſhare and 
more of the acquired booty, 

He oftentimes averr'd, that William Field was 
no ways concerned in Mr, K neebone's robbery, 
but that being a brother of the quill, Blewſkin 
and himſelf told him the particulars and manner 
of the facts, and that all he ſwore againſt him at 
his trial was falſe, and that he had no other au- 
thority for it, than what came out of their (Sbep- 
pard and Blewſkin's) mouths, who actually com- 
mitted the fact. | 

And moreover that Field being acquainted with 
their ware-houſe (a ftable) near the Horſe-Ferry 
at Weſtminſter, which Sheppard had hired, and 
uſually repoſited therein the goods he ſtole; He 
came one night and broke open the fame, and 
carryed off the beſt part of the effects taken out 
of Mr. Kneebone's ſhop. 

Sheppard ſaid, he thought this to be one of 
the greateſt villainies that could be acted, for 
another to come and plunder them of things for 
which they had ſo honourably ventured the! 
lives, and wiſhed that Field, as well as bi 
brother Tom, might meet with forgiveneſs for 
it. 


He declared himſelf frequently againſt the 
practice of whidling, or impeaching, which it 
faid, had made dreadful havock among the oy 


all 
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and much lamented the depravity of the brethren 
in that reſpect, and ſaid, that if all were but 
ſucn Tight Cocks as himſelf, the reputation of 
the Britiſh thievery might be carried to- a 
far greater height than it had been done 
for many ages, and that there would then 
be but little neceſſity for gaolers and hang- 
men. . b | | 

Theſe, and ſuch like were his conſtant diſ- 
courſes, when company went up with the Turn- 
keys to the Caſtle to ſee him, and few or none 
went away without leaving him money for 


| his ſupport, in which he abounded, and did 


therewith ſome ſmall charities to the other pri- 
ſoners; however, he was abſtemious, and ſparing 
in his diet. f | 
Among the many ſchemes laid by his friends 
for the preſerving himſelf after his eſcape, we 
was informed of a moſt remarkable one, pro- 
poſed by an ingenious perſon, who adviſed, that 
he might be expeditiouſly and ſecretly conveyed 
to the Palace of Windſor, and there to proſtrate 
his perſon. and his caſe, at the feet of a moſt 
gracious Prince, and his-caſe being fo very ſin- 
gular and new, it might in great probability 
move the royal fountain of unbounded clemency ; 
but he declined this advice, and followed the 
judgment and dictates of Butchers, which ver 
ſpeedily brought him near to the door of the 
dlaughter-Houſe. | 
On the 4th of Sept. the day as Joſeph Ward, and 
Anthony Upton were executed, there was pub- 
liſhed a whimſ.-al letter, as from Sheppard to Jack 
Ketch, which afforded diverſion to the town and 
dread to the author, which is as follows, viz. 


SIR, 


1 
Terrà Auſtrali ancognito. 
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N 8 I R, : | 

« 1 a, oy for the favour you intended 
c me this day; I am a gentleman, and 
t allow you to be the fame, and I hope can 
4% forgive injuries; fond nature prompted, [ 
* obeyed. Oh, propitious minute! and to 
& ſhow that I am in charity, I am now drink. 
© ing your health, and a Bon Repo to poor 
« Joſeph and Anthony. I am gone a few days 


„ for the air, but deſign ſpeedily to embark, 


&« and this night I am going upon a manſion 


% for a ſupply, it's a ſtout fortification, but 


«« but what difficulties can't I encounter, when, 
« dear Jack, you find that bars and chains 
* are but trifling obſtacles in the way. of 


Your Friend and Servant, 


Joux SHEPPARD, 


« P. $. Pray my Service to Mr. Or---y, 


and to Mr. App---ee. 


On Saturday the roth of October, Anthony 


Lamb and Thomas Sheppard, with ninety-five 


other felons, were carryed from Newgate on 
ſhipboard, for tranſportation to the plantations ; 
the laſt begged to have an opportunity given him 


of taking his final leave of his brother John, 


but this was not to be granted, and the greateſt 
favour that could be obta'ned was, that on the 
Sunday before they had an interview at the 
Chapel, but at ſuch a diſtance, that they neither 
faluted, nor ſhook hands, and the reaſon you 
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for it was, that no implements might be con- 
2 to Sheppard to aſſiſt him in making an 
eſcape. 
This caution ſeemed to be abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, for it appeared ſoon after, that Sheppard 
found means to releaſe himſelf from the ſtaples 
to which he was chained in the Caſtle, by un- 
locking a great padlock with a nail, which he 
had picked up on the floor, and endeavoured to 
paſs up the chimney, but was prevented by the 
ſtout iron bars fixed in his way, and wanted 
nothing but the ſmalleſt file to have perfected 
his liberty. When the aſſiſtants of the priſon 
came as uſual with his victuals, they began to 
examine his irons, which to their great ſurpr ze 
they found them looſe, and ready to be taken 
off at pleaſure, Mr. Pi:t the bead Keeper, and 
his deputies were ſent for, and Sheppard finding 
this attempt entirely fruſtrated, diſcovered to 
them by what means he had got them off; and 
after they had ſearched him found nothing, ſo 
locked and chained him down again; he took 
up the nail and unlocked the padlock before their 
faces, they were then ſtruck with the greateſt 
amazement, as having never heard or beheld the 
like before; he was then hand-cuffed, and more 
effectually chained. 
| The next day the Reverend Mr. Purney, 
Ordinary of the place came from the country to 
| viſit him, and complained of the fad diſpoſition 
| he found him in, as meditating on nothing but 
means to eſcape, and declining the great duty 
incumbent on him to prepare for his approaching 
change. He began to relent, ſaying that ſince 
his laſt effort had proved unſucceſsful, he 
| would entertain no more thoughts of that nature, 
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but entirely diſpoſe and reſign himſelf to the 
mercy of almighty God, of whom he hoped 
ſtill to find forgiveneſs for his manifold offen- 
ces. 

He ſaid that Edgworth Beſs and himſelf kept 

a little Brandy-ſhop in Newtenor's-lane, and 
once ſaved about 30 l. but having ſuch an uni- 
verſal acquaintance among thieves, he had fre- 
quent calls to go abroad, and ſoon quitted that 
buſineſs and his ſhop. 

The felons on the common: ſide of Newgate, 
animated by Sheppard's example, the night be- 
fore they were to be ſhipped for tranſportation, 
had cut ſeveral iron bars aſunder, and ſome of 
them had ſawed off their fetters, the reſt huz- 
Zaing, and making noiſes, nder pretence of 
being joyful that they were to be removed on the 
morrow, to prevent the workmen being heard, 
and in two hours time more, if their deſign had 
not been diſcovered, near one hundred villains 
had been let looſe into the world to have com- 
mitted new deptedations; nothing was wanted 
here but Sheppard's great judgment, who was 
by himſelf in the ſtrong room called the Caſtle, 
meditating his own deliverance, which he per- 
fected in the manner following. 

On Thurſday the 15th of October, between 
one and two in the afternoon, Mr. Auſtin, one 
of the head turnkeys, a man reputed to be a 
very diligent and faithful ſervant, went to Shep- 
pard in the ſtrong room called the Caſtle, with 
his neceſſaries, as was his cuſtom every day; 
there went along with him Captain Geary, the 
keeper of New-Priſon, Mr. Gough, belonging 
to the Gate-houſe in Weſtminſter, and two other 


gentlemen, who had the curioſity to ſee the pri- 
ſoner. 
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ſoner. Mr. Auſtin very ſtrictly examined his fet- 
ters and hand-cufts, and found them very ſafe, 
he eat his dinner, and talked with uſual gatety 
to the company, they took leave of him, and 
wiſhed him a good evening. The _ 
ſitting at the Old-Bailey, the keepers and mo 
of the ſervants were attending there with their 
priſoners, and Sheppard was told, that if he 
wanted any thing more, then was his time, 
becauſe they could not come to him till the next 
morning; he thanked them for their kindneſs, 
and defired them to be as early as poſſible. 

The ſame night, ſoon after 12 o'clock, Mr. 
Bird who keeps a turner's ſhop adjoining to 
Newgate, was diſturbed by the watchman, who 
found his ſtreet door open, and called up the 
family; they concluding the accident was owing 
to the careleſsneſs of ſome in the houſe, ſhut 
their doors and went to bed again. 

The next morning Friday, avout eight o'clock, 
Mr. Auſtin went up as uſual to wait on Shep- 
pard, and having unlocked and unbolted the 
double doors of the Caſtle, he beheld almoſt a 
cart load of bricks and rubbiſh about the room, 
and his priſoner gone, was ready to ſink, and 
came trembling down again, and was ſcarce 
able to acquaint the people in the lodge with 
what had happened, 

The whole poſſe of the priſon ran up, and 
ſtood like men deprived of their ſenſes ; their 
ſurprize being over, they were in hopes that he 
might not have yet entirely made his eſcape, and 
got their keys to open all the ſtrong rooms 
adjacent to. the Caſtle, in order to trace him, 
when to their farther amazement, they found 
the doors ready opened to their hands, and the 
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ſtrong locks, ſcrews and bolts, broke in pieces? 
and ſcattered about the Gaol; ſix great doors 
{one whereof having not been opened for ſeven 
years paſt) were forced, and it appeared, that he 
had deſcended from the leads of Newgate by a 
blanket (which he faſtened to the wall by an 
iron ſpike he had taken from the hatch of the 
Chapel) on the houſe of Mr. Bird, and the 
door of the leads being left open, it was ve 
reaſonable to conclude he paſſed direCty to the 
{treet-door down the ſtairs, Mr. Bird and his 
ow hearing an odd ſort of a noiſe on the ſtairs 
as they lay in their bed, a ſhort time before the 
watchman alarmed the family. 
Infinite numbers of citizens came to New 
gate to behold Sheppard's workmanſhip, and Mr. 

itt and his officers very readily conducted them 
up ſtairs, that the world might be convinced 
there was not the leaſt room to ſuſpect either a 
negligence or connivance in the ſervants. Every 
one expreſſed the greateſt ſurprize imaginable, 
and declared themſelves ſatisfied with the mca- 
ſures they had taken for the ſecurity of their pri- 
ſoner. | 

One of the Sheriffs came in perſon, and went 
up to the Caſtle, to be ſatisfied of the ſituation 
of the place, &c. attended by ſeveral of the City 
officers. | | 

The Court being fat at the Seſſions-Houſe, 
the keepers were ſent for and examined, and the 
magiſtrates were in great conſternation, that ſo 
horrid a wretch had eſcaped their juſtice, it being 
intended that he ſhould have been brought down 
to the Court the laſt day of the ſeſſions, and or- 
dered for execution in two or three days after, if 


it appeared that he was the perſon condemned os 
LY 4 le 
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the . breaking Mr, Kneebone's houſe, and had 
been included in the warrant for execution, 
Kc. | | 

He undoubtedly performed moſt of theſe won- 
ders of his laſt eſcape in the darkeſt part of the 
night, and without the leaſt glimpſe of a candle. 
In a word, he actually did with his own hands 
in a few hours, what ſeveral of the moſt ſkilfut 
artiſts allow, could not have been acted by a 
number of perſons furniſhed with proper im- 
plements, and all other advantages, in a full 
„ 
* was there any thing better timed, the 


keepers and all their aſſiſtants being obliged to 


ive a ſtrict attendance on the ſeſſions at the Old- 
Bailey, which held for about a week, and Blew- 
ſkin having confined Jonathan Wild to his 
chamber, a more favourable opportunity could 
not have preſented for Sheppard's purpoſes. 
The Gaolers ſuffered much by the opinion 
the ignorant part of the people entertained of the 
matter, and nothing would ſatisfy fome, but that 
they not only connived at, but even aſſiſted him 
in breaking their own walls and fences, and that 
for this reaſon too, viz. That he ſhould be at 
liberty to inſtruct and train up others in his 
method of houſe-breaking, and repleniſh the town 
With a new fet of rogues, to fupply the places of 
thoſe tranſported. | 
It will be neceſſary that we now return to the 


bl 


behaviour of Sheppard, ſome few days before his 


laſt flight. | 
Mr. Figg, the famous prize-hghter, coming 
to ſee him in Newgate, there paſſed ſome plea- 


ſant raillery between them; after Mr. Figg was 


gone, he declared he had a mind to ſend him a 
E e 3 formal 
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formal challenge to fight him at all the weapons 
in the ſtrong room, and that let the conſequence 
be what it would, he ſhould call at Mr. Figg's 
houſe in his way to execution, and drink 4 
merry glaſs with him by way of reconcilia- 
He complained of his nights, as ſaying, I 
was dark with him from five in the evening, till ſeven 
in the morning; and being not permitted to have 
either a bed or candle, his Circumſtances were 
diſmal, and that he never flept but had ſome con- 
tueſd doſes; he ſaid, he conſidered all this with 
a temper of a philoſopher... | 

Neither his ſad circumſtances, nor the ſolemn 
exhortations of the ſeveral divines who viſited 
him, were able to diyert him from this ludricrous 
way of expreſſion; he ſaid, they were all ginger- 
bread fellows who came rather out of curioſity than 
charity, to form papers, and ballads out of his be- 

avViour. 

When he was viſited in the Caſtle by the 
Revd, Mr. Wagſtaff, he put on the face only 
of a preparation for his end, as appeared by his 
frequent attempts made upon his eſcape; and 
when he-has been defired to diſcover thoſe who 
put him upon the means of eſcaping, and fur- 
niſhed him with implements, he would paſſio- 
nately, and with a motion of ſtriking fay, aſe me 
no ſuch queſtions, one file is worth all the bibles in the 
.. world, 1 8 ihe © 

When aſked if he had not put off all Rouge 
of an eſcape, and entertained none but thoſe of 
death? would anſwer by way of queſtion, not 
directly, whether they thought it poſſible or probable 
fer him to effect his releaſe, when manacled in the 
ziamner he was? when moved to improve as 
TeW 
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few minutes that ed to remain of his life, he 
did indeed liften to, but not regard the deſign 
and purport of this admonition, breaking in 
with ſomething new of his own, either with 
teſpect to his. former accomplices or actions, 
50 all too with pleaſure and gaiety of expreſ- 
e 


Wnen in chapel he would ſeemingly take his 


reſponſes with devotion, but would either laugh, 
br force expreſſions, when (as an auditor of the 
ſermon) out of contempt either of the printing 
or of his diſcourſe. _ 

In fine, he behaved ſo in wot and action 
(ſince re- taken) that demonſtrated to the world, 
that his eſcape was the utmoſt employ of his 
thoughts, whatever face of penitence he put on 
when viſited by the curious. 


The following Account was written by Bim. 


* 


ſelf during his Confinement in the middle 


Stone- Room, after his- being re- taten iu 
Drury-Lane; being a Deſcription of the 
manner in which he perpetrated his ſecond 
Eſcape from the Caſtle in Newgate, ' and 


the Methods be latins ook for bis Se. 


curity. 

A my laft eſcape from Newgate out if we 
firpng room alle the Caſtle, has made a 
greater noi 1 in the world than any other action 
of my life, I ſhall relate every minute circum- 
{tance thereof, as far as I am able to remem- 
ber, intending thereby to hey the Se and 
do Jukiceto the innocent, | ©; i= "6M 
| Aſter 
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After J had been made a publick ſpectacle for 
many days together, with my legs chained to- 
gether, loaded with heavy irons, and ſtapled down 
to the floor, I thought it was not aſtogether im- 
prafticabte to eſcape, if I could but be furniſhed 
with proper implements ; but as every-perſon that 
came near me was carefully watched, there was 
no poſſibility of any ſuch aſſiſtance, till one day 
in the abſence of my gaolers, being looking about 
the floor, I eſpy d a ſmall. nail within reach, and 
with that, after a little practice, I found the great 
horſe padlock that went from the chain to the 
ſtaple in the floor might be unlocked, which I 
did afterwards at pleaſure, and was frequently 
about the room, and have ſeveral times flept on 
the barracks, when the keepers imagined I had 
not been out of my chair. But being unable to 
paſs up the chimney, and void of tools, I re- 
mained but where I was, till being detected in 
theſe practices by the keepers, who ſurprized me 
one day before I could fix myſelf to the ftaple in 
the manner as they had left me, I ſhewed Mr. 
Pitt, Mr. Roufe, and Mr. Parry my art, and 
before their faces unlocked the padlock with the 
nail; and tho' people made ſuch an out-cry about 
it, there is ſcarce a Smith in London but what 
may eaſily do the fame thing; however this called 
for à farther ſecurity of me, and till now I had 
remained without hand-cufts, anda jolly pair was 
provided for me, Mr. Kneebone was preſent 
when they were put on: I with tears begged 
his interceſſion to the keepers to preſerve me 
from thofe dreadful manacles, telling him, my 
heart was broken, and that I ſhould be much 
more miſerable than before. Mr. Kneebone 
eould not refrain from 'fhedding tears, and - 
| u 
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uſe his good offices with the keepers to keeP 
me from them, but all to no purpoſe, on theY 
went, tho” at the ſame time I deſpiſed them, and 
well knew that with my teeth only, I could 


take them off at pleaſure; but this was to lull 


them into a firm belief, that they had effectually 
fr iſtrated all attempts to eſcape for the future. 
| was ſtill far from deſpairing ; the Turnkey and 
Mr. Kneebone had not been gone down ſtairs 
an hour, ere I made an experiment, and got 
off my hand-cuffs, and before they viſited me 
again I put them on, and induſtriouſly rubbed 
and fretted the ſkin of my wriſts, making them 
very bloody, as thinking (if ſuch a thing was 
poſſible to be done) to move the Turnkeys to 
compaſſion, but rather to confirm them in their 
opinion; but tho' this had no effect upon them, 


it wrought much upon the ſpectators, and drew. 


down from them not only much pity, but quan- 
tities of ſilver and copper; but I wanted ſtill a 
more uſeful metal, a crow, a chiſſel, a file, and 
a ſaw or two, thoſe weapons being more uſeful 
to me than all the mines in Mexico; but there 
was no expecting any ſuch utenſils in my circum- 
ſtances, 

Wedneſday the 14th of October the ſeſſions 
beginning, 1 found there was not a moment to 
be loſt, and the affair of Jonathan Wild's throat, 
together with the buſineſs at the Old-Bailey 
having ſufficiently engaged the attention of 
” keepers, I thought then was the time ta 
puſh, 

Ou Thurſday the 15th, (as near as I can re- 
member) juſt before three in the afternoon I went 
to work, taking off firſt my hand-cuffs, next 
with main ſtrength I twiſted a ſmall iron link of 

chain 
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chain between my legs aſunder, and the broken 
rene proved extreamly uſeful to me in my de- 
ign? the fett locks I drew up to the calves of 
my legs, taking off before that my ſtockings, and 
with my garters made them faſt to my body, to 
prevent their ſhackling. I then proceeded to 
make a hole in the chimney of the Caſtle about 
three foot wide, and fix foot high from the floor, 
and with the help of the broken links aforelaid, 
wrenched an iron bar out of the chimney, of 
about two footand a half in lengih, and an inch 
fquare, a molt notable implement. I immediately 
entered the Red-room directly over the Caſtle, 
where ſome of the Preſton Rebels had been kept 
a long time ago, and as the keepers ſaid, the 
door had not been unlocked for feven years, but 
I intended not to be ſeven years in opening it tho 
they had: I went to work upon the nut of the 
lock, and with little difficulty got it off, and 
made the door fly before me; in this room | found 
a large nail, which proved of great uſe in my 
farther progreſs. The door of the entry between 
the Red-room and the Chapel proved a hard taſk, 
it being a laborious piece of work, for here I was 
forced to break away the wall, and diſlodge the 
bolt which was faſtened on the other fide, this 
_ occaſioned a noiſe, and I was very fearful of 
| being heard by the maſter-ſide debtors. Being 
got to the Chapel, I climbed over the iron ſpikes, 
and with much eaſe broke one of them off for 
my farther purpoſes, and opened the door on 
the inſide. The door going out of the Chapel 
to the leads, I ſtripped the nut from off the 
lock, as I had done before from that of the Red- 
room, and then got into the entry between the 
Chapel and the leads, and came to another 1 
| 00 
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door, which being faſtened by a very ftrong 
lock, there I had like to have ſtoped, and it 


being full dark my ſpirits began to fail me, as 


reatly doubting of ſucceeding ; but cheering up, 
3 on with great diligence, and in leſs 
than half an hour, with the main help of the 
neil from the Red-Room, and the ſpike from 


the Chapel wrenched the box off, and ſo made 


the door my humble ſervant. 
A little farther in my paſſage another ſtout door 
food in my way, and this was a difficulty with a 


witneſs, being guarded with more bolts, bars, 
and Locks, than any I had hitherto met with 


| had by this time great encouragement, as 
hoping ſoon to be rewarded for all this toil and 
labour. The Clock at St. Sepulchre's was now 


going the eighth hour, and this proved a very | 
uſeſul hint to me ſoon after. I went füſt upon 


the box and the nut, but found labour in vain, 
and then proceeded to attack the fillet of the 


door, this ſucceeded beyond expectation ; for the 


box of the lock came off with it from the main 
poſt, I found my work was near finiſhed, and 
that my fate ſoon would be determined. | 


Twas got to a door opening in the lower leads, 


which being only bolted on the inſide, I opened 
it with eaſe, and then clambered from the top of 
it to the higher leads, and went over the wall. 
[ ſaw the ſtreets were lighted, the ſhops being 
fill open, and therefore began to conſider what 
was neceflary to be done, as knowing that the 
ſmalleſt accident would ſtill ſpoil the whole work= 
manſhip, and was doubtful. on which of the 
houſes | ſhould light upon. I found I mutt go 
tack for the blanket which had been my covering 
nights in the Caſtle, which J accordingly did, 
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and endeavoured to faſten my ſtockings and that 
together, to leſſen my deſcent, but wanted ne- 
ceſſaries ſo to do, and was therefore forced to 
make uſe of the blanket alone. I fixed the ſame 
with the chapel ſpike into the wall of Newgate, 
and dropt from it on the Turner's leads, a houſe 
adjoining to the priſon ; it was then about nine 
o'clock, and the ſhops not yet ſhut in. It for- 
tunately happened that the garret door on the 
leads was open, I ſtole ſoftly down about two 
pair of ſtairs, and then heard company talking 
in a reom, the door open my irons gave a ſmal 
clink, which made a woman cry, lord, what naiſe 
as that? a man replied, perhaps the dog or cat; 
and ſo it went off, I returned up to the garret, 
and laid myſelf down, being terribly fatigued 
and continued there for about two hours, and 
then crept down once more to the room where 
the company were, and heard a gentleman tak- 
ing his leave, being very impatient to be gone, 
ſaying he had diſappointed ſome friends by not 
going home ſooner. In about three quarters 
more the gentleman took leave and went, being 
lighted down ſtairs by the maid, who when 
- he returned ſhut the chamber. door; I then re- 
ſolved at all hazards to follow, and ſlipt down 
ſtairs, but made a ſtumble againft a chamber 
door, I was inſtantly in the entry and out at the 
ſtreet door, which I was ſo unmannerly as not 
to ſhut after me. I was once more, contrary 
to my expectation and that of all mankind a free- 
man. 

I paſſed directly by St. Sepulchre's watch houſe 
bidding them good morrow, it being after twelve, 


down Snow-Hill up Holborn, leaving St. An- 


drew's 
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drew's. watch on my left, and then again paſſed. 
the watch-houſe at Holborn-Bars, and made 
down Gray's-Inn-Lane into the fields, and at 
two in the morning came to Fottenham-Court, 
and there got into an old houſe in the fields, 
where cows had ſome time been kept, and laid 
me down to reſt, and ſlept well for three hours; 
my legs were ſwelled and ' bruiſed intollerably, 
which gave me great uneaſineſs, and having my 
ſetters ſtill on, I dreaded the approach of the day, 
fearing then I ſhould be diſcovered, I began to 


examine my packets, and found myſelf matter of * 


between forty or fifty ſhillings, I had no friend 
in the world that I could ſend to, or truſt with 
my condition. About ſeven on Friday morning 
it began raining, and continued fo the whole day, 
inſomuch that not one creature was to be ſeen 
in the fields. I would freely have parted with my 
right hand for a hammer, a chiſſel, and a punch. 
kept ſnug in my retreat till the evening, when, 


after dark I ventured into Tottenham, and got 


to a little blind chandler's-fhop, and there, fur- 
niſhed myſelf with cheeſe, bread, ſmall-beer, 


and other neceſſaries, hiding my irons with a 


great coat as much as poſſible. I aſked the wo- 
man for a hammer, but there was none to be 
had, fo I went very quietly back to my dormito- 
ry, and reſted preity well that night, and con- 
tinued there all Saturday. At night I. went 
again to the chandler's-ſhop and got proviſions, 
and ſlept till about fix the next day, which, being 
Sunday, I began with a ſtone to batter the baſils 
of the fetters in order to best them into a 
large oval, and then to ſlip my heels through 
In the afternoon the maſter of the ſhed or houſe 


came in, and ſeeing my irons, aſked me, for 
God's ſake roho are you? I told him, an unfortunate _ 
Vol. II. 1 zuuu 
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young man, who had been ſent to Bridewelt about « 
2 child, as not being able to gibe feruti 6 % to the 
b, and had niade my eſcape. The man plied, 
7 7 was the caſe it was a ſmall ault indetd, for 
had been py % the ſame things himſelf formerly; 
and withal ſaid, horvever, he did not life my looks, 
and cared not how ſeon I was gone. 

After he was gone, obſerving a poor Fookin 
man like a joiner, I made up to him and ant 
the fame ftory, aſſuring him that 208. ſhould be 
- at his ſervice,” if he could furniſh me with 4 

Smith's hammer and a punch. The man proved 
a Shoemaker by trade, but willing to obtain the 
reward, immediately borrowed the tools of a 

Blackſmith his neighbour, and likewife gave me 

eat affiſtance, and before five chat evening I 

50 entirely got rid of thoſe troubleſome com- 

panions, miy fetters, which I gave to the fellow, 
beſides. his 20s. if he thought fit to make 5 of | 
them. 

That · night I came to a cellar at eri Croſs, 
and refreſhed very comfortably with roaſt veal, 
&c. where about a dozen people were all diſcourſ- 

ing about Sheppard, and nothing elſe was talked 
on whilſt I aid amongſt them: Thad tied a hand- 
kerchief about my head, tore my woollen cap in 
many places, as likewiſe my coat and ſtockings, 
and looketi exactly like what J deſigned to repre- 
ſent, a beggar fellow. 

Tbe next day 1 took ſhelter at an ale-houſe of 
Uttle or no in Rupert · ſtreet near Piccadilly; 
the woman and I diſcourſed much about Shep- 
pard. I aſſured her it was impoſſible for him to 
eſcape out of the kingdom, and that the keepers 
Would have him again in a few days; the woman 
ern go that a curſe we fall on thoſe who ſhould 


betray 


. 42900 
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betray him. I continued . there till the evening, 
When I ſtept towards the Hay-Market, and mixed 


With a crowd about two ballad lingers, the 


ſubje& being about Sheppard, and I remem- 
ber the company was very merry about the mats 


ter. | | 

On Tueſday I hired a garret for my lodging 
at a poor houſe in Newport-Market, and ſent 
for a ſober young woman, who for a long time 
paſt had been the real miſtreſs of my affections, 
who came to me, and rendered all the aſſiſtanca 
ſhe was capable of affording. I made her the 
meſſenger to my mother, who lodged in Clare- 


ſtreet; ſhe likewiſe viſited me in a day or two ._ 


aſter, begging on her bended knees of me to 


make the beſt of my way out of the kingdom; 


which I faithfully promiſed ; but I cannot fay it 
was my intentions heartily ſo to do. 

I was oftentimes in Spittle fields, Drury-lane, 
Newtoner's-lane, Parker's-lane, St. Thomas- 
ſtreet, &c. thoſe having been the chief ſcenes of 
my rambles and pleaſures, | | 

had once formed a deſign to have opened a 
ſhop or two in Monmouth-ſtreet for ſome ne- 
ceſſaries, but let that drop, and came to a reſolution 
of breaking the houſe of the two. Mr. Rawling's, 
brothers and pawnbrokers in Drury-lane, which 
accordingly I put into execution, and ſucceeded, 
they both hearing me rifling their goods as they 
lay in bed together in the next room; and tho 
there were none to aſſiſt me, I pretended there 


was, by loudly giving out directions for ſhoot- 


ing the firſt perſon thro' the head that preſumed 
to ſtir, which effectually quieted them, while L 
carried off.my booty ; with part whereof on the 


) atal Saturday following, being the 31ſt of 
e Ff . October, 


* 
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October, I made an extraordinary appearance, 
ard from a Carpenter and Butcher, was now 
transformed into a perfect gentleman, and in 
company with my ſweetheart aforeſaid, and ano- 
ther young woman her acquaintance, went into 
the city, and were very merry together at a pub- 
lick houſe not far from the place of my old con- 
finement. At four that ſame afternoon we all 
paſſed under Newgate in a hackney coach, the 
' window's drawn up, and in the evening I ſem 
for my mother to the Sheers ale- houſe in May- 
pole-Alley near Clare-Market, and with her 
drank three quarterns of brandy, and after leav- 
ing her, I drank in one place or other 'about 
that ne;ghbourhood all the evening, till the evil 
hour cf twelve, having been ſeen by ſeveral of 
my acquaintance, all of them cautioning me, 
and wondering at my preſumption to appear in 
that manner. At length my ſenſes were quite 
overcome with the quantities and variety of li- 
quors J had all the day been drinking of, which 
paved the way for my fateto meet me; and when 
apprehended, 1 do proteſt I was altogether inca- 
pable of reſiſting, and ſcarce knew what they were 
doing to me, and had but twoſecond hand piſtols 
ſcarce worth carrying about me. 
A clear and ample account I have now given 
of the moſt material tranſactions of my life, and 
do hope the ſame will prove a warning to. all 
young men PR 
There nothing now remains but I return my 
hearty thanks to, the Reverend Dr. Bennet, the 
Revd. Mr. Purney, the Revd. Mr. Wagſtaff, 
the Revd. Mr. Hawkins, the Revd. Mr. Flood, 
and the Revd. Mr. Edwards, for their charitable 


viſits and aſſiſtances to me; as alſo my thanks 
LEY 8 


—— — 
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to thoſe worthy gentlemen who fo. generouſly 
contributed towards my ſupport in priſon. | 
J hope none will be fo cruel as to reflect on 
my poor diſtreſſed mother, the unhappy parent 
of two miſerable wretches, myſelf and brother, 
the laſt ' gone to America for his crimes, and 
myf-If going to the grave for mine, the weight 
of which misfortune is ſufficient ſurely to ſatisfy 
the malice of her enemies. | 


J beſeech the infinite Divine Being of Beings to 
tardon my © numberleſs and enormous Crimes, and 
to have Mercy on my poor departing Soul. 

Middle Sone-Room in 
Newgate, Nov. 1724. 


concluding that Blueſtin would have been cer- 
tainly decreed for death, I did fully reſolve 
and purpoſe to have gone and cut down the 
Gallows the night before his execution. 


He was executed at Tyburn.on Afonday the 
10th of Nov. 1724. 
Never was there any Felon, at leaſt in this 
Kingdom, whoſe adventures have made ſo much 
noiſe as Sheppard's. He was for a conſiderable 
time the common ſubje& of converſation. I 
have ſeen {1x or ſeven different Hiſtories of his 


life, and ſeveral: Copper-plates, repreſentinz the; 


manner of his eſcape out cf the Condemned 
Hold, and the Caſtle in Newgate; beſides 
other prints. of his cffigies. The principal of 
theſe Jalt was a Mctzotinto, done from the origi- 

nal 


Jonn SuerpARD. 
P. S. After J had eſcaped from the Caftle, 


— 


— 
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nal picture, painted by Sir James Thornhill; 
on which occaſion the —_—_— ſtanzas were 


printed in the Britiſh Journal of November 
28, 1724. N 1 
* Thornhill, *tis thine to gild with fame 
Th' obſcure, and raiſe the humble Name; 
'To make the form elude the Grave, 
And Sheppard from oblivion ſave. 
Tho' Life in vain the wretch implores, 
An exile on the fartheſt Shore, 
Thy pencil brings a kind Reprieve, 
And bids the dying Robber live. 
This piece to lateſt time ſhall ſtand, 
And ſhew the wonders of thy Hand. 

Thus former Maſters grac'd their Name, 
And gave egregious Robbers Fame. 
Appelles, Alexander drew, | 
Cæſar is to Aurellius due, | | 
Cromwell in Lilly's works doth ſhine, 

And Sheppard, Thornhill, lives in thine, 


Sheppard was even thought a proper ſubject 
for the Stage, Mr. Thurmond contrived a 
pantomime entertainment, called, Harlequin Shep- 
pard, A night ſcene in groteſque characters. It was 
aQted at the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane. 
The ſcenes were painted from the real place of 
action. Then a farce of three acts was printed, 
under the title of the priſon-breaker ; or the ad- 
wentures of John Sheppard. Fhis was never 
acted at any of the Theatres. But, after it had 
been a long while neglected, it was intermixed 
with ſongs and catches, at Bartholomew Fair, 
by the name of the Quaker's Opera, * 
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But the beſt piece I have feen relating to 
Sheppard; is a dialogue in the Britiſh Journal 
of December 4th, 1724, as I believe it is hardly 
now to be met with, and am well aſſured it 
will be very acceptable. I ſhall give it a place 
here, | 


Joris Cxsar and f4ck SRE ARD. 


c. TL TOW now wretch! what madnefs has 
inſpired thee with the thought of ſwelt- 

ing into a compariſon with me? 8 
§. Look you, Sir, I have been as excellent in 


my way, as you in yours, perhaps more ſo: and, 


as we are now in a place where glory is our 
beſt portion, I can ſee no reafon why an equality 
in merit ſhould not be a foundation for an equa- 
lity in fame, | hy N 

C. And is it poflible | Gods! what do T hear? 
are all my battles compared to ſtreet robberies ? 
all my ſeiges to burglaries ? and muſt all the 
actions of my life be tarniſhed by a vile compariſon 
with a ſlave, whoſe higheſt character is that 
of a gaol-breaker ? | 
S. Softly, good Cæſar. Is it more a crime to 
pick a lock, than unhinge a conſtitution ? are a 
pair of fetters more ſacred than the liberties of 
the people? and is it more diſhonourable to ſlip 
through the hands of a gaoler, than break through 


the laws of one's country ? 
C. Now, friend, I have caught thee : waſt 


not thou made a public ſpectacle of infamy for a 
breach of thy country's laws? 


S. And it's there (if any where) I have an 


advantage over thee; I only infringed the laws, 
not 
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not overfurned them. I did not grow too big a 
villain for them to puniſh me, as you did, and 
therefore was puniſhed in an extraordinary man- 
ner; but furely, in fair reaſoning, it is the 
crime, not the puniſhment, that is ſcanda- 
lous. | ; 
C. That I am ready to grant; but -pry'thee, 
what are my crimes? _ Wy 
S. Alack, Sir! I want memory to report them, 
Uſurping tyranny 3 enſlaving your country; 
deſtroying the eſtabliſhed plan. of government; 
| invading foreigners, whoſe freedom you had no 
right to diſturb; and perplexing citizens, whoſe 
liberties you were obliged to preſerve. In a 
word, being ſeditious at home, and troubleſome 
abroad, is the beſt character you have to boaſt 
of. g 
C. This is a little odd: but pray, Sir, had I 
, / K 
S. Very few. Some accompliſhments indeed 


52 and ſo had I, or neither of us had been 


fit for our buſineſs your purpoſe was to obtain 
methods, and therefore ſome ſupplemental qua- 
ities were neceſſary to our undertakings; you 
was learned, wiſe, and valiant ; I was ſly, cun- 
ning, and dextrous. 8 
6 And will you then make no difference be- 
tween our enterprizes ? ; 
S. Not till you ſhew me, that the one was 
more. warrantable than the other, or leſs noxious 
to mankind; and which ever you prove ſo, I'll 
allow to be the moſt Jaudable,  - | 
C. Very well ! as yet you have only fhewn 
that our-vices were equal; now, pray Sir, what 
are your virtues ? : 
| S. Did 


power; mine to get riches: we both took illegat 
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$. Did I ever pretend to any? Sir, miſ® 
take me, I only put in for fame, to which vir- 
tue is but an indifferent title. In truth, Sir, if 
either you or I had virtue, we had been forgotten 
long fince, „ TT 

C. Heyday! and ſo you are content, if I 
give up my character for that of a villain, to be 
tnought one too. 5 1 1 

S. I never aſpired to be greater than Cæ- 
. 


C. Preſumptuous ! and doſt thou hope to, be 
equal. 5 . 3 
's Why not? my actions are as wonderful, 
and ſome what honeſter. b 
C. Why doſt thou not relate them then? for 
as yet I have heard nothing but infamous things 
of thy performing. | | | 
S. I hate boaſting; but could I write like 
thee an account of my life, it would not be cre- 
dited, but it would be free from the cenſures that 
may be palled upon thine: men. would find no- 
thing in it undertaken through wantonneſs or 
ambition, I did not ravage, as you did, in the 
Laſt for fame, in the Weſt for ſupremacy : all my 
actions were enterprized on a juſtifiable ſcore, 
the maintenance of life, and, if glory attend- 
ed them, ſhe came unrivited and unexpected. 
C. I perceive by your diſcourſe, that you are 
aleveller, and not to be converſed with on ſuch 
ſubjects ; but you were pleaſed to affirm juſt now, 
that] had no virtues; I tie you to that afſertion, 
and, aying aſide my character of a monarch, 
will join iſſue with you upon the foot of perſonal 
merit, MM | | 
S. Why now you talk reaſon, and I will hear 
vou with pleaſure. , ASIC. 
FOR C. What's 
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C. What's yaur opinion of my courage ? 
S. Why, that you had courage is not to be 
difputed ; but muſt allow it to me alta; 
and I think I have ſhe wn it to a greater degree 
than you did. I fancy, declaring war alone and 
unarmed againſt a whole potent Kingdom, is 
what you would not have ventured upon. Beſides, 
courage is a quality fo many brutes have in com- 
mon with us, that it's almoſt a ſhame to boaſt 
on it; and that it has ſuch a dependance on our 
conſtitution that it has no more merit than birth, 
beauty, or any other accidental ornament; and 
a, man is no more to be praifed, or blamed, for 
having or wanting courage, than for having 2 
fine hand, or a diſtorted face, _ 5 
C. What of my humanity and moderation? 
S. Trick and artifice, like my own; rigour 
and cruelty would have undone you : why [ 
never purloined any thing that could be of no 
ute to me. f | _ 

. What fay you to my wiſdom and learn- 
: 8. Your learning I don't underſtand, but 1 
hope you would not palm it upon me for a virtue, 
And as for your wiſdom, 1 am aſhamed the 
world ſhould be fo long impoſed upon by it: [ 
have contrived a better plot for ſtealing A gold 
watch, than that by which you ſtole the liberties 
2 Rome: nor was your ſcheme for getting the 
word of power into your hands by any means 
equal to mine for procuring one , whoſe only 
worth was a ſilver hilt. O] that I had been 
Cæſar, and you Sheppard; I ſhould have. made 
a glorious Emperor, and you but a ſorry thief. 
C. Come, good words and few; J have one 
queſtion to alk, What are your thoughts, of " 
1.728 « * reſolution 
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teſolution? ds your think paffng the Rubicon, 
or ſwimming om Alexandria 8 my fleet, — 
hiſtorical actions their equals? ' ; 
S. Heyday? did you ever hear of my two 
eſcapes? and do you think the man who has 
reſolution enough to attempt them, did not ſur- 
paſs you ? | 

C. They were acts of deſpair, not of reſolu- 
tion. in tl e t A ns 77 
S. I believe, Sir, you will find them founded 
on the ſame principle with yours; or, if they 
vary, it is for the better. Such of your mad 


| pranks as you had no occaſion to play, were 


done for g'ory's thoſe which- you were forced 
on, for life. My actions were all of the latter 
fort, and therefore, as I hinted before, more 
fool, the greateſt folly is doing it only with 2 
view to be talked of. ; 

C. Tis ſomewhat hard, that, though I have 
given up my public character, you will allow 
me no perſonal merit in my private. F 

$, Sir, I have reaſon. You and TI have done 


great actions in our ſeveral ways; but the ends 


for which we did them render them vile. There 
is no ſuch thing as perſonal merit independent 
of ſociety, nor can any accompliſhment deſerve 
that name, but in proportion to the benefit 
which the weal public receives from them. Cou- 


and reſolution, are fine qualities, but it is the 
uſe and application Which makes them virtues; 
and the only reaſon for paying any regard to 
them, is, that, when men are engaged for the 
good of their kind, ſuch qualities make them 
more able to procure it effectually, which 


argument 
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meritorious than yours; for, next to playing the 
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argument is reverſed, when the purpoſe is alter'd, 
C. I am almoſt of your opinion. You reaſon 
well; and I wiſh, for the peace of mankind, 
the rulers of the earth had ſo juſt a notion of my 
character as you have, | "ES 


— 
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The Trial and Behaviour of Jos PH BLAxkx, 
otherwiſe -BLUESKIN, convifled of Burg. 
lry. | | | 

T OSEPH BLAKE, otherwiſe BLUESKIN, 
of St. Mary le Savoy, was indiQed for 

breaking and entering the houſe of William K nee- 

bone, and ſtealing 108 yards of woollen cloth, 
value..26 L. June , % 45 
Mr. Kneebone depoſed thus: hearing that 
two of my neighbours houſes had been, robbed, 
and receiving ſome intimation, that mine , was 
marked down for the next, I took care to ſee all 
my doors and windows faſt, before I went to 
bed. Notwithſtanding which it was broke open 
that very night, and 208 yards of woollen cloth, 
and other goods, were. taken away, which | 
miſled in the morning, and found two bars of my 
cellar window were cut, and my cellar door, 
which had been locked with a padlock, and 
| bolted, was broke open, I acquainted Jonathan 
Wild with what had happened, and told him J 
ſuſpected Jack Sheppard. Jonathan procured 

Sheppard and the priſoner to be apprehended. I 

went to Sheppard in Newgate, and he declared 

to me, that himſelf and the priſoner committed 


the fact. 1 N 1 
2 1 % „ 


e 


| Council, What Sheppard confeſſed might be 
evidence againſt himſelf, but cannot affect ano- 
W111. | 


Mr. Kneebone. After they were taken William 


_ 


Field appeared againſt Sheppard, and is now 
come as a witneſs againſt tha pr iſoner. ng 
William Field. IJ was not much acquainted with 
Sheppard, for I had ſeen hin but two or three 
times, by means of his coming to the priſoner, 
who lodged at my houſe in the Mint. The pri- 
ſoner aſked me to go out with him and Shep- 
pard to rob Mr. eebone. I was unwilli 
to expoſe myſelf to any danger, and toid him 
did not know the houſe. ZBlozd, ſays he, nor 7 
neither; but Jack Sheppard dees, for he has lived 
there, and hell undertake it, and toe ſhall have 
nothing to do, but to help carry off the goodt, or elſe 
1 ſhould be as unwilling to venture as you. I agree 
to that, and ſo the priſoner and I went from my 
houſe in the Mint to Lambeth, where we croſſed 
the water, and gat to Sheppard's lodgings at 
Weſtminſter about three in the afternoon; we 
ſtaid there till about twelve at night, and then 
all three went to Mr. Kneebone's houſe. Jack 
ealily broke it open, by taking the bars out of 


the cellar-window; for he told us he had cut 


them above a month before; I had provided 
myſelf with a tinder-box, and the priſoner had 
a wick candle, which I gave him money to buy 
as we came along. Sheppard took the tinder-box 
and candle, and went in, and we ſtood to look 


out, till he had got the goods in readineſs, and 


then he opened the back-door, and we went 
in, and each of us took a bundle of broad- 
cloth, and walked off. The priſoner and I went 
afterwards to pawn part of the cloth; but he 

Vor. II. Vx ſtood 
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« ſtood at alittle diſtance, while I carried it in- 
- was found there by my direction, and here 
t 18. 3 a 
Abraham Mendez depoſed, that he went with 
Mr. Wild to help him bring the priſoner to 
Newgate, and as they were coming by the pro- 
ſecutor's houſe, Mr. Wild faid to the priſoner, 
there's the ken! He aniwered, /ay no more of that 
Mr. Wild, for J am a dead man; but what I fear 
it that I ſhall afterwards be carried to Surgeon's- 
Bill and be anatomized, Mr. Wild replied, No, 
Pl tale care to prevent that, for I will give you a 
£9 fm. | | 
Ault Arnold. I went with Abraham and Mr. 
Wild to apprehend the priſoner, and, going to 
his chamber-door, I bid him open it, but he 
ſxore he would not, and I burſt it open. He 
drew a penknife, and ſwore he would kill the 
firſt man that came in: Then I am the firſt man, 
ſays I, and Mr. Wild is not far behind, and if 
you don't deliver your penknife immediately Pl chop 
your arm 75 hen he threw down the pen- 
knife, and I apprehended him. I afterwards 
heard Mr. Wild promiſe to give him a coffin. 
Priſoner. I know nothing of the fact, nor 
ever had any acquaintance with Field, As for 
my reſiſting Quilt Arnold, I took him at fuft 
for a Bailiff come to arreſt me, - 

The Jury found him guilty. Death. 

After the verdict was given he ſaid to the 
Court: On Wedneſday morning laſt, Jonathan 
Wild ſaid to Simon Jacobs, I believe you will not 
| bins 40 l. this time; I wiſh Foe (meaning me) 
| wW2s in your cafe, but I'm 405 he's a dead man; 
but Pl do my endeavour to bring him off as a ſingle 


felon, And then turning-to me, he ſaid, I belreve 
| | 1 
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you muſt die. III ſend you a good book or two and 
provide you a coffm, and you ſhall not be anatomized. 

He was born in London, and kept to ſchool 

fix years; but had ſo early an inclination to ro- © ©} 
uery that he made but little progreſs in his learn- 
ing. Here his acquaintance began with William 
Blewit, who was his ſchool- fellow, and, who af- 
terwards proved to be a villain of the firſt rank, 
as we ſhall find hereafter in his trial. 

As ſoon as Joe was taken from ſchool, he ap- 
plied himſelf to picking and ſnatching pockets, 
in company with Edward Pollit. The greateſt - 
prize they got was one night, about three years 
ago, in Thread-needle- ſtreet, where they ſnatch'd 
off a woman's pocket, in which they found thuty 
ſeven ſhillings, ſome halfpence, a fiver ſnuff box 
gilt, a pocket- bottle of geneva, and a tortoiſhel 
tobacco-box, - | 

Joe was hardly fifteen, before he had been in 
all the Bridewels and Workhouſes about town. 
He afterwards undertook ſtreet-robberies, and 
joined himſelf with Will. Lock, Robert Wilk- 
infon, James Lincoln, Valentine Carrick, and 
Daniel Carrol, and was one of their compan 
when they robbed Mr. Clark, aſſaulted Captain 
Langley, and murdered Peter Martyn the Chel- 
ſea penſioner, June 4th, 1722. | 

Blake was taken in Dec. 1722, and made an 
information of twelve robberies, the chief of 
which are the following. . 

„With William Blewit and Richard Oakes, 

ſtopt a man on horſeback on Walworth Com- 
mon, bound him, and took nineteen ſhillings 
and ſome copper, a ſtudded caſe-watch, which 
was pawned by Mrs, Jones wife of Humphry 
Jones, and I had 12s. 

Gg2 « Three 
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<« Three weeks before I was taken, with one 
Junk, alias Levee, I took from four paſſengers 
in the Camberwell ſtage-coach, about twenty. 
Thillings, and on Sunday laſt, the 16th of De- 
cember 1722, with Matthew Flood, I robbed a 
ſingle gentleman in a chaiſe, about fix in the 
evening, on the Hampſtead road, of a filver 
watch, and a half broad-piece, On the 20th we 
robbed two. gentlemen (William Young, Eſq. 


and Col. Cope) with hunting caps on, in a cha- 


riot on the Hampſtead road, and took two gold 
watches, with chain and ſeals, and out of one 
gentleman's fob I took a ſmall ring, with an in- 
ſcription writ round it, having a ſmall cryſtal 
ſtone; alſo, one guinea in gold, and about ſix- 
teen ſhillings. Ihe watches we ſold for fourteen 
guineas to R. Grettrix of Southwark. _ 

Note, Junks laid down his piſtol by the gentle- 
men while he committed the robbery, | 

„Wich Richard Oakes and John, Junks, I 
ſtopt a fingic man with a link, in Fig-lane, who 
refilting us, Junks and Cakes beat him with their 
piſtols on thc head and breaſt, and took from him 


one guinea and a penny, and left him in a wound- 


ed ſad condition. 5 

ce Alſo I, with Pollit and Junks, ſtopt a man 
on horſcback on Hampſtead road, bound him, 
and took one guinea, twelve ſhillings, a great 
coat, a hat, and a coloured handkerchief; the 
coat Junkis had and ſold, 

« Alſo with Matthew Flood and Junks, I 


robbed a gentleman in a-coach near T yburn- 


houſe, of one guinea, and about fix ſhillings.”_ 


Daniel Cartol eſcaped to Ireland, where he 
had not been long, before he was killed by a 
thieftaker, Oakes, Levee, and Flood were con- 


victed 


* 
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victed on Blake's evidence, of robbing Mr. 
Young, Col. Cope, and Simon Betts. The - 
watch they took from Mr. Young, as before, 
was the fame he had been robbed of once before 
by Maloney and Carrick. Blake, upon theſe 
convictions, expected not only his liberty, but 
part of the reward allowed by the government; 
but was told he had no right to either, becauſe 
he was not a voluntary witneſs, but ſo far from 
it, that he made a violent reſiſtance, and received 
a dangerous cut in his head, and other wounds, 
before he would ſurrender; and therefore, if he 
would not conſent to be tranſported for ſeven. 
— he muſt find ſecurity for his good be- 

aviour before the Court would diſcharge him; 
and ſo he was remanded to Woodſtreet Comp- 
ter. | 
Jonathan Wild paid for the cure of Blake's 
wound, and allowed him three ſhillings and 
eightpence a week for a conſiderable time---for 
good reafons, no doubt, _ 

Blueſkin' lay above a year in the Compter, 
before he could get bail; at laſt prevailing with 
two gardeners, he acquainted the Court, that he 
was ready to give fecurity for his good behaviour 
for feven years. The Court referred him -to 
Sir John Fryer. Blake and his two ſuretics 
accordingly attended on Sir John, who took 
their recognizance. A gentleman, who was 
then prefent, afked him how long it might bs 
before they ſaw Blake again at the Old Bailey ? 
another anſwered, about three Seſſions, and he 
happened to gueſs right; for at the third Seſſions 
Joe was brought to the Bar, as we ſhall imme- 


diately ſee. a 
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No ſooner was he at liberty, but, meeting 
with Jack Sheppard, they went a plundering 
together, On Monday, July 20, about nine 
at night, not far from Fig-lane, they robbed 
John Pargiter of three ſhillings as he was goin 
home to Rade. The conſequence of whic 
was very unhappy : for as Pargiter was drunk 
when he loſt his money, he rafhly (not to ſay 
worſe) ſwore the robbery upon two innocent 
brothers, Francis and —.— Brightwell; 
and, though it appeared in Court, that they 
were men of ſpotleſs characters, and were ac- 
quitted with honour, yet it coſt Francis his life; 
for, in a little while after he died with grief, 
or, as ſome ſay, with the gaol diſtemper. How 
ſhocking muſt the thoughts of this have been 
to the proſecutor, if he was not a ſot, incapable 
of reflection 
Blake and Sheppard committed ſeveral other 
robberies together, but, the laſt fact Blake was 
concerned with him in was, the breaking open 
Mr. Kneebone's houſe, for which they were both 
condemned, * 
The day that Blewſkin was tried, he was put 
into the Bail-dock, in the Seſſions-houſe. Jona- 
than Wild goipg in to ſpeak with him, he ſud- 


W W 


denly drew a claſp penknife, and cut Jonathan's ' 
throat; but, as the knife was dull, the wound, tho' 
dangerous, did not prove mortal. 

As to his behaviour after ſentence, take it in 
the ordinary, Mr. Parney's, words.--- When 
under condemnation, he did not ſhew a concern, 
yet always made the reſponſes regularly, and 
never appeared ot'1erwife than ſerious at Chapel; 
when he was aſked if he was prompted to com- 
mit the violence on Mr. Jonathan Wild ns 
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had paid for the healing of his wounds two years 
ago allowed him money in the Compter, pro- 
miſed him good books, a coffin, &c.) he an- 
ſwered, that none prempted- him to that aſſault, 
but a ſudden thought entered that moment into 
his mind, or elſe he ſhould have provided a bet- 
ter knife, which would have cut off a head di- 
rectly; adding, that he ſo acted, becauſe, that 
the above perſon (as he thought) could have ob- 
tained tranſportation for him; as one man 
(Sheppard) was condemned for the ſame offence 
before. 

As his death approached, his concern did not 
increaſe, but rather abated, and he appeared more 
thoughtleſs. It was thought he meditated means 
of eſcaping, even ta the very time of his being 
executed. 

At the place of execution, Foſeph Blake, tho” 
he was obſerved by ſome who ſaw him, to be 
diſguiſed in liquor, and to reel and faulter in 


his ſpeech at Tyburn, yet was, before he died, 


ſenſible of the crime he therein committed, and, 
as he ſhed tears in the morning at Chapel, ſo he 

_ the ſame regret immediately before his 
eath. 


He was executed Nov. 11, 1724. 


* 


The Trial of NaTHAVIET WoopLanD, for 
privately ſtealing. 


ATHANIEL WOODLAND was indicted 
for privately ſtealing from the perſon of 
Sarah Davis, in the pariſh of St. Andrews, Hol- 
dourn, 


- 
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bourn, four fhillings, the money of her huſband 
Humphry Davis, Oct. 17, 1724. 

Sarah Davis depoſed thus: As I was go 
z lang the ſtreet on Saturday night, I met three 
men z- they began to touzle me about like any 
thing, one of them eſpecially would needs kiſs 
me, and I een let him, for, as the old faying is, 
*tis better to give a nave a kiſs than be troubled with 
him: But a kiſs would not ſerve his turn truly, 
for he muſt thruſt his hands down my boſom; fo 
I faid nothing, but ſtood as quiet as a lamb, for 
J had a great fancy to ſee how far his impudence 
would carry him; and with that, Sir, without 
ſo much as, either ww:#h your kave, or by 
leave, the next minute---whip---he had his hand 
under my petticoat. O, thinks I, are you there 
abouts, 1, find what you want to be at but, faith 
I was miſtaken, as you ſhall hear by and by.--- 
Howſomever, TI bore all this with abundance of 
| patience; for I mortally hate to make a fuſs and 
ado, and a bawling and a ſqualling in the ftreet, 
like I don't know what-all, as a great many peo- 
ple doz---no, not I. for tho” I ſay it, that fhould 
not ſay it, if nobody loved a mob, a racket, and 
an uproar, better than Sally Davis, we ſhould 
have other---gates doings o'nights, than we have, 
Ill give you my word for it.---But, as I faid, I 
found myſelf miſtaken in my gentleman, for by 
and by I miſſed my money, and then thought it 
was time to call out for help, and fo I did, to ſome 
tune; for I ſet up ſuch an outcry, that you 
would have bleſſed yourſelf, Upon which, the 
watch came to my aſſiſtance, the priſoner was 
taken, and the other two men ran away. 

But, ſince the prifoner's commitment, I have 
ſeen a brother of his, who is ſo very like ye 
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that I ſwear J can't tell which is which, but I am 


ſure it is one of them that obbed me. The Jury 
accquitted him, Re gt S 
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The Trial of JoxvaTHAN WII p, for Felo- 
ny, with the moſt remarkable paſſages of 
bis Life. - | ET ET 


9 K Monday, Feb. 15, 172425, JONA- i 
\) THAN WILD was apprehended at his 
houſe in the Old Bailey, by Mr. Thomas Jones, 
high conſtable of Holbourn diviſion, and carried 
before Sir John Fryer, Bar. who being indiſpoſed, 
ſet up in his bed to examine bim. He was charged 
upon oath with affiſting one Johnſton, a High- 
wayman, to make his eſcape from a conſtable 
at Bow, near Stratford, in the county of Mid- 
dleſex, and was thereupon committed to New- 
gate. | | 
The ſeſſion at the Old Bailey beginning on 
Wedneſday the 24th of the ſame month, he en- 
tered his prayer to be tried that ſeſſions, or bailed | 
or diſcharged, But on the Friday following, i 
there came down a warrant of detainer, which 
was produced in court with ſeveral informations 
upon oath to the following effect. | ? 
I. That for many years paſt he had been a 
conſederate with great numbers of Highway- 
men, pick-pockets, houſe-breakers, ſhop-lifters, 
and other thieves, | I, 
2. That he had formed a kind of corporation 
of thieves of which he was the head or director, 
and that notwithſtanding his pretended ſervices, 
| In 


o 
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in detecting and proſecuting offenders, he pro- 
cured ſuch only to be hanged as concealed their 
booty, or refuſed to ſhare it with him. 

3- That he had divided the town and country 
into fo many diſtricts, and appointed diſtin gangs 
for each, who regularly accounted with him for 

their robberies. That he had ako a particular ſett 
to ſteal at churches in time of divine ſervice: and 
likewiſe other moving detachments to attend at 
court, on birth-days, balls, &c. and at both 
—_ of parliament, circuits, and country 
airs. 

4. That the perſons employed by him were for 
the moſt part felons convict, who had returned 
from tranſportation before the time, for which 
they were tranſported, was expired; and that he 
made choice of them to be his agents, becauſe 
they could not be legal evidences againſt him, 
and becauſe he had it in his power to take from 
_ them what part of the ſtolen goods he thought 
fit, and otherwiſe uſe them ill, or hang them as 

he pleaſed. SIE 

5. That he had from time to time ſupplied 
ſuch convicted felons with money and cloaths, 
and lodged them in his own houſe, the better to 
conceal them; particularly for counterfeiting 
and diminiſhing broad pieces and guineas. 


6. That he had not only been a receiver of 


ſtolen'goods, as well as of writings of all kinds, 
for near fifteen years paſt, but had frequently been 
a confederate, and robbed along with the above 
mentioned convicted felons. | 

7. That, in order to carry on theſe vile prac- 
tices, to gain ſome credit with the ignorant mul- 
titude, he uſually carried a ſhort ſilver ſtaff, as 4 


badge of authority from the government. Wim 
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he uſed to produce, when he himſelf was con- 
cerned in robbing. 1 hh FOOTY 
8. That he had under his care and direction, 
ſeveral ware-houſes for receiving and concealin 
ſtolen goods; and alſo a ſhip for carrying off 
jewels, watches, and other valuable goods, to 
Holland, where he had a ſuperanuated thief for 
his factor. of | 
9. That he kept in pay ſeveral artiſts to make 
alterations, and transform watches, ſeals, ſnuff- 
boxes, rings, and other valuable things, that 
they might not be-known, ſeveral of which he 
uſed to preſent to ſuch perſons as he thought might 
be of ſervice to him, | | | 72 
10. That he ſeldom or never helped the own- 
ers to the notes and papers they had loſt, unleſs 
he found them able exactly to ſpecify and deſcribe 
them, and then often inſiſted on more than half 
the value. . | | 
11. And laſtly, it appears that he has often 
ſold human blood, by procuring falſe evidence to 
ſwear perſons into facts they were not guilty of; 
ſometimees to prevent them from being eviden- 
ces againſt himſelf, and at other times for the 
ſake of the great reward given by the govern- 
ment, * r. 
Beſides theſe informations, an affidavit of Mr. 
Jones was read in Court, importing, that there 
were two perſons who offered to charge Wild 
with crimes of a capital nature; namely, John 
Follard, and Thomas Butler, who had both 
deen convicted, but obtained his MajeRy's par- 
don, Theſe, it was expected, would have been 
evidences againſt Jonathan; but he ſaved the 
trouble, by committing a felony, while he was 
a priſoner in Newgate, as we ſhall ſoon ſee. 6 
n 


ſeſſions, he moved by his Council that his tri 


a bill againſt him for felony, but he kneto not whi 
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wWitneſſes; and though he ſays in his affidavit | 


ticularly what he was indicted for, yet he ha 
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On Saturday, Auguſt 10, the laſt day of th 


might be deferred till next ſeſſions; and an afh 
davit made by himſelf was read in Court, th 
pufport of which was, that the laſt night he 406 
accidentally informed,” that the Grand Fury had founi 


zlany, ſince which he had not had time to proc 
his witneſſes, without whom he was not able to nal 
his defence ; one of them living near Brentford, an 
another in Somer jetſhire. 

This motion was oppoſed by the Council fe 
the crown. They urged, that, as he was i 
cuſtody, he could not but expect his trial t 
come on at the enſuing ſeſſions, and therefor 
ought to have been prepared for it. That, 
the ſingle affidavit of a priſoner in ſuch à e- 
might paſs, nobody would want excuſes, an 
any trial hereafter might be put off by the ſai 
. That he had not ſo much as named hi 


knows not what he is indicted for, yet he ſwe: 
that theſe are material witneſſes. 

The priſoner then ſaid, that the names of th 
witneſſes were---Hays, at the Packhorſe o 
Turnham Green, and---Wilſon, a Clothier 1 
Froom ; and that though he did not know par 


heard it was ſomething about one---Stetham, an 
his Council moved that the names might be p 
into his affidavit, and that he might ſwear it ove 
again, | | 
The Council for the King returned, that ju 
tice would never be denied him, but he ſtoc 
entitled to no favours; and that they were nd 
ſure that the two perſons, who had ban t 
| e 


per Felow.- 34 
their pardons, would be to be found at the next 
ſeſſions. = | 
Some gentlemen upon the Bench appearing 
willing that the priſoner ſhould be allowed time 
till the following ſeflions, to prepare for his de- 
fence, the court told him, they had no more to 
ſay to him. He bowed, and anſwered, I thank 
your Lordſhip, and am very glad of it. 
Follard and Butler were bound each in a 
bond of 500 l. to appear at the next ſeſſions. 
On Saturday, May 15, 1725, Jonathan 
Wild was indi for privately ftealing in the 
ſhop of Catherine Stetham, in the variſh of St. 
Andrews, Holbourn, fifty yards of lace, value 
forty pound the goods of Catherine Stetham, Jan. 
22, 1724-5. f 
He was a ſecond time indicted, for that 
whereas yards of lace, value forty pound 
was privately ſtolen in the ſhop of Catherine 
Stetham, by perſons unknown to the Jurors. 
On the 22d of January 1724-5, he the ſaid 
Jonathan Wild afterwards, that is to ſay, on 
the 10th of March, in the ſame year, feloniouſly 
did receive of the ſaid Catherine, ten guineas 
on account, and under colour of helping her to 
the faid lace again, and did not then, or at any 
time ſince, diſcover, apprehend, or cauſe to be 


the ſaid lace, 
The priſoner, in the morning before his trial 


ſeveral others who were then walking on the 
printed papers, entitled, a Liſt of the perſons 


© diſcovered, apprehended and convicted of ſeveral 
* robberies on the highway; and alſo for burglary 
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apprehended, and proſecute the felon who ſtole 


came on, diſperſed among the Jurymen, and 


leads before the Court, a confiderable number of 


- 
. I 2 TEES LECTED IIS IE 


— — — — — — 


Vol., II. H h and 


o 
— — — — 


—— 
— 


— — 


— 


— 


— 
— FAC 


oe 


—, ov” oe Ee — 


4 


the criminals names. 
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© and houſebreaking ; and allo for returning from 


© tranſportation, by Jonathan Wild, as follow. 
< eth, viz. robbing on the highway, 35. Houſe- 


breaking, 22. Returning from tranſportation, 


4 
10. 
Note, ſeveral others have been alſo convicted 


for the like crimes, but, remembering not the 


perſons names who have been robbed, I omit 
. © Pleaſe to obſerve, that ſeveral others have 
© alſo been convicted for ſhop-lifting, picking of 
s pockets &c. by the female ſex, which are ca- 
< pital crimes, and which are too tedious to 


© be inſerted here, not willing of being expoſed, 


In regard therefore of the number above 
© convicted, ſome, that have yet eſcaped juſtice, 
„ to take away the lite of the 
«ſai 1 
i JonaTHAN W1LD, 
The Jury having taken their ſeats, and the 
22 brought to the bar, the council for the 
ing took notice of the priſoner's extraordinary 
proceeding, in relation to the above- mentioned 
papers: that ſuch practices were unwarrantable, 


and not to be ſuffered in any Court of juſtice: 


this was apparently intended to take off the credit 
of the King's witneſſes, and prepoſſeſs and in- 


fluence the Jury. Though, as he believed them 
to be men of integrity, he was under no appre- 
henſions that it would have ſuch effect, but that 
they would give a conſcientious verdict accord- 
ing to evidence: and that whatever the priſoner 
might hope for, from ſuch indirect management, 
it was far from making his cauſe appear in a 
more fayourable light. That it was impoſſible, 


but that a man who had trained up, and erected | 


a corporation 
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a corporation of thieves, a man who had carried 
on a trade of felony for ſo many years, and made 
it his conſtant known practice to procure goods 
that had been loſt in any part of the town, muſt 
have had it in his power to detect thoſe felons 
he was .concerned with, And yet, that there 
was good reaſon to believe, that, (to the great 
| ſcandal of public juſtice) he had intimidated many 
from information, and prevented them from 
making ſuch diſcoveries, as might have been of 
public advantage. That if a ſtrict enquiry was 
to be made, after the motives of his apprehend- 
ing and convicting thoſe criminals, named in his 
liſt, we might find they were private intereſt, old 
grudges, or freſh quarrels, and not the leaſt re- 
gard to juſtice and the good of bis country. 

The priſoner prayed, that the witneſſes againſt 


him might be examined apart; which the Court 


granted. 
Firſt indiftment, for ſtealing the lace. _ 

Henry Kelly. On Friday, the 22d of January 
' laſt, I went to viſit Mrs. Johnſton, who then 
lived at the priſoner's houſe. Her huſband brought 
me over from Ireland, I found her at home, and 
we drank a'quartern of gin together. By and by 
in comes Peg Murphey, with a pair of brocaded 
ſhoes and clogs, and makes a preſent of them 
to Madam Wild, the priſoner's wife. The pri- 
ſoner was in company with us at the ſame time, 
and when we had drank two or three quarterns 
more, Murphey and I got up to go away toge- 
ther. He aſked us which way we were going ? 
[ ſaid, to my lodging at the Seven Dials, I ſuppoſe, 
ſays he, 50% go along Holborn? we anſwered, yes. 
Why then, ſaid he, II tell you what.---There's an 
ad blind bitch that keeps a ſbop within twenty yards 
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of Holborn Bridge, and, ſells fine Flander's lace; and 
her daughter is as blind as herſelf: now if youll 
take the trouble of calling upon her, you © may ſpeak 
with a box of lace.— Tl go along with you, and ſhew 
you the door. | | 

Court. What do you underſtand by ſpeaking 
with a box of lace? . 


Kelly. To ſpeak with a thing, is to ſteal it. 


So we agreed, and the priſoner, and I, and Mur- 


phey, went together, till we came within ſight. 


of the ſhop, and then he pointed, and ſhewed us 
which it was, and ſays he, do you go, and JI 


wait here, and bring ye «ff, if any diſturbance ſhould. 
happen. Murphey and I went in, and turned. 


over ſeveral parcels of laces, but could not find 
that which would pleaſe us; for it was our buſi- 
neſs to be mighty nice and difficult, This piece 
was too — 

not fine enough. At laſt the old woman ſtept up 


ſtairs to fetch another piece, and in the mean 


time I took a tin-box of lace, and gave it to 


Murpbey, who put it under her cloak. The old 


woman came down again with another box, and 


ſhewed us ſeveral more pieces; but we could not 
agree about the price, and fo we came away, and. 
found the priſoner where we had left him, and: 


told him we had ſpoke. We all went back to his 
houſe, where we opened the box, and found 


eleven pieces in it. He aſked us, if we'd have 


ready money, or ſtay till an advertiſement came 
out ? ſtock was pretty low with us at that time, 
and ſo we choſe ready money, and he gave us 
three guineas, and four broad pieces. I can't 
afferd to give any more, ſays he, for ſhe's a hard- 
mouthed old bitch, and I ſhall never get above ien 


guineas out of ber. I took the three guineas and 
. a crown 


, and that too narrow, and t'other 
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a crown for my own ſhare, and 2 hal 
the reft,---I was taken up by means of Butler, 
and fo I made my information. | 
Margaret Murphey confirmed all the particu- 
lars of the foregoing evidences, relating to this 
robbery, 3 | 6. 
Catherine Stretham, the cider. On the 22d of 
January between three and four o'clock in the 
afternoon, a man and a woman came into my 
ſhop, on pretence of buying fome lace for 
ſtocks, I ſhewed them two or three parcels, 
but they were ſo difficult that nothing I had 
below would pleaſe them: and ſo, leaving 
my daughter in the ſhop, I ſept up ftairs, 
and brought down another box. Well, that 
would do, but what was the price? I aſked 
them fix ſhillings a yard. No, they would 
give me four, I told them I could not take 


it, and fo they went out; and, in about three 


hours afterwards, I miſſed a tin-box of lace, 
which 1 valued at 50 l. | 

Here the priſoner's council (who attended 
to ſpeak to any point that ſhould ariſe) begged 
leave to obſerve, that according to the evi- 
dence given againſt the priſoner, he could 
not, in their opinion, which they ſubmitted 
to the Court, be guilty of this indictment, be- 
cauſe the indictment ſets forth that ms did 
privately ſteal the lace 4N the ſhop; when 
it is certain that he did not enter the ſhop. 
That he might be guilty of a ſingle felony, 


in being acceſſary before the fact, or in te- 


ceiving the goods. afterwards, knowing them 
to have been ſtolen; but could not, as they 


apprehended, be guilty of the capital offence, _ | 


except (as the act directs) it had been” inſerted 
2 3% is 
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in the indictment, that he did afſj/# commands 


er hire, 

The Court, in ſumming up the evidence, 
obſerved to the Jury, that in other caſes, as 
in robberies and burglaries, an acceſſary be- 
fore the fact, is a principal. He that ſtands 
by, or watches at a diſtance, being as guilty, 
and liable to the - ſame puniſhment, as the very 
perſon that enters the houſe, or ſteals the mo- 
ney or goods: but as it was not remembered 
. that there had been yet any precedent of the 

like conſtruction, being put upon indictments 
of this nature, it remained a matter of doubt, and 
therefore in ſuch a caſe, it was moſt elegible 
to incline to the fide of mercy, | 


The ſecond Indiftment : For taking money on pretence 
of reftoring the flolen goods, and not proſecuting the 


felon. 


The council for the King having opened the 

indictment and the evidence againſt the priſoner, 
the Court ordered the clerk to read the ung 
clauſe of an act made in the 4th year o 
George I. on which the indictment was foun- 
ded, 

— And whereas, there are divers per- 
©* ſons, who have ſecret acquaintance with felons, 
© and who make it their buſineſs to help perſons 
© to their ſtolen goods, and by that means gain 
© money from them, which is divided between 
them and the felons, whereby they greatly en- 
courage ſuch offenders: be it enacted, by the 
© authority aforeſaid, that wherever any perſon 
taketh money or reward, directly or indirectly, 


* under pretence, or upon account of helping any 
| | perſon 
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© perſon or perſons to any ſtolen goods or chattles, 
t every ſuch perſon taking money or reward as 
© aforeſaid, (unleſs ſuch perſon do apprehend, or 
* cauſe to be apprehended, ſuch felon, who ftole 
d the ſame, and give evidence againſt him) ſhalt 
© be guilty of felony, according to the nature of 
the felony committed in ſtealing ſuch goods, and 
and in ſuch and the ſame manner, as if ſuch 
© offender had ſtolen ſuch goods and chattels, in 
© the manner, and with ſuch circumſtances as the 
© ſame were ſtolen ! | 
Catherine Setham the elder. On the 22d of 
an. laſt, in the afternoon, a box of lace, which 
valued at gol. was ſtolen out of my ſhop. 1 
went the ſame night to the priſoners houſe to en- 
quire after it, but not finding him at home, 
] advertiſed the lace I had loſt, with a reward of 
15 guineas, and no queſtions to be aſked ; but, 
hearing no news of it, ] went to the priſoner's 
| houſe again, and then I met with him. He de- 
fired me to give him a deſcription of the perſons 
I ſuſpected, which I did as well as I could. 
Upon this he promiſed to make enquiry, and bid 
me call again in two or three days; I did fo, and 
then he ſaid he had heard ſomething of my lacey 
and expected to hear more ina little time. While 
we were talking, a man comes in, and faid, that 
by what he had learned, he belieyed, that one 
Kelley, who had been tried for putting off gilded 
ſhillings, was concerned in ſtealing the lace. I 
went away, and came again on that day the pri- 
ſoner was apprehended---I think it was the 15th 
of February.---I told him, that tho” I had adver- 
tiſed but 15 guineas reward, I would give 20, or 
25, rather than not have my lace again. Don't 


be in ſuch a hurry, good woman, ſays he, perhaps I 
| may 


l 
{2 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
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may help you to it for leſs, and if I can I will, th 
perſons that have your lace are gone out 75 town: [ 
ſhall ſet them a quarrelling alout it, and then ſhall 
get it the cheaper. On the 1oth of March, he ſent 
me word, that if I would come to him in New- 
gate, and bring ten guineas in my pocket, he 
could help me to my lace, I went, he defired me 
to call a porter, but I telling him I knew not 
| where to find one, he ſent out a perſon wha 
brought a man who appeared to be a ticket-por- 
ter. The. priſoner gave me a letter which he 
- aid was ſent to him, as a direction where to go 
r the lace; but, as I could not read, I delivered 
t to the potter; after which, the priſoner bid me 
give the potter ten guineas, or elſe, he ſaid, the 
xerfons who had the lace, would not deliver it, 
gave the porter the money, and he went away, 
and in a little while returned with a box ſeal 
up, but it was not the ſame that T had loft. 
opened it, and found all my Iace, except one 
piece. Now, Mr. Wild, ſays I, what 85 I give 
or your trouble ?---not d ſingle farthing ; I don t di 
15 things for wordly inieręſt, but for the —_ if 
poor people who have met with misfortunes. As for 
the piece of lace that is miſſing, I would not have you 
be uneaſy, for I hope to get it for you ere it be long, 
nay, and I don't know, but in a little time I may nat 
only help you to your ten guineas again, but to the 
thief too. And if I can, much good may do you; and, 
as you are a widow, and a good chriſtian, I deſire no- 
thing of you but your prayers, and for them I ſhall be 
thankful. I have a great many enemies, and God 


knows what may be the conſequence of this impriſon- © 


' ment. 

Priſoner, 1 hope the Court will conſider the 
fer vice L have done, in convicting a great num- 
| ber 
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ber of criminals.—--I ſay that Murphy and Kelley 
may be called in again, that I may aſk them a 
queſtion or two.---Mrs. Murphey, I defire to 
Know. 2 

Court. You muſt not propoſe your queſtion to 
the witneſs, but to the Court, and if your queſ- 
tion is proper, the Court will require the witneſs- 
to anſwer it. | "+ 835 | 

Priſoner. T beg your lordſhip will aſk her who. 
ſtole the lace ? . 

Court, That's not a proper queſtion; for, as 
ſhe is upon oath, we cannot require her to an- 
ſwer any queſtions to accuſe herſelf. 

Priſoner. She ſwore that on the firſt indictment, 

Court, Whatever ſhe ſwore upon that trial, we 
cannot take notice of it upon this, except ſhe was- 
now to {wear it over again, which we cannot re- 
quire her to do. e 

EK. Council, This indictment is laid for tak 
ing money of Catherine Stetham, under pre- 
tence of helping her to goods that had been 
ſtolen by perſons unανι⁰νj,iö and the priſoner 
_ now aſk the witneſs who file thoſe 
geods 2 == | 

| Priſoner, I would afk her, then, if I ſtole the 
ace! 3 
Murphey. No; but he was concerned with 
thoſe that did fteal it, and he received it after it 
was ſtolen. ws 

Here the priſoner's council begg'd leave to 
obſerve, that as Murphey had ſworn the pri- 
loner guilty of a felony, in being concerned 
with thoſe that ſtole the goods, they. preſumed 
that the act upon which he was now indicted 
Was never intended to affect him, or any 
ether felon, but only ſuch perſons as _ not 

Ons 
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felons themſelves, but held a correſpondence with 
felons themſelves For as there were old laws in 
force for the puniſhment of felons, it would have 
been wholly unneceſſary that a new law ſhould 
be made to the ſame purpoſe ; that is, to no pur- 
poſe at all.---That the very preamble to the 
clauſe of the act on which the priſoner ſtands in- 
dicted, intimates, by a plain diſtinction, that 
felons are not in that place intended. The words 
are theſe, © whereas there are ſeveral perſons who 
©-have ſecret acquaintance with felons, and who 
©. make it their buſineſs to help perſons to their 
* ſtolen goods, and by that means gain money 
from them which is divided between them and 
the /elons.”---That by a proviſo in the, ſaid clauſe, 
it could not be ſuppoſed, that felons were then 
intended, without making contradictions and in- 
conſiſtencies in the act itſelf. For the words 
are; © unleſs ſuch perſon doth apprehend, or cauſe 


© to be apprehended, ſuch felon who ſtole the 


© fame, and cauſe ſuch felon to be brought to 
© trial for the ſame, and give evidence againſt him. 
Suppoſe now there was but one perſon concerned 
in ſuch a caſe, can it ever be thought that the le- 


giſlature intended that this very perſon ſhould ap- 


prehend himſelf, bring himſelf to a trial, and 
give evidence againſt himſelf ? No, certainly. 

The Council for the Crown replied to this et- 
fet: That it was no abſurdity or contradiction 
to ſay, that the act was intended to affect the fe- 


lons ; for, that a man's being a felon did not any 


ways hinder him from diſcovering his accomplices, 
if he had any. And as to the ſuppoſition, that 
a felon had no accomplices, but committed the 
felony by himſelf, it was out of the preſent que- 


ſtion, and no way relating to the priſoner's _ 
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for it was evident, that he had accomplices, and 
bad not diſcovered them. | ; 

The Court obſerved farther; that F elony was 
ſo far from being excepted in the act, that it was 
principally intended againſt them; for it particu- 
Jarly mentions thoſe:that make it their buſineſs to 
telp people to ſtolen goods. And it was certain, 
that ſuch perſons muſt be Receivers of ſtolen 
goods, and ſuch are Felons., That the caſe of the 
priſoner came within almoſt every circumſtance 
of the act, it being evident, that He was the 
F perſon who had ſecret acquaintance with felons, 
© who made it his buſineſs to help people to ſtol- 
©en goods, and by that means gained mon 
© from them, which was divided between him and 
© the felons, and thereby greatly encouraged ſuch 
offenders, and had not apprehended them,” 
That it was a very . ſurpriſing: plea for a man tb 
ſay, I am more guilty than you are aware of, and 
therefore ought to ſuffer the leſs: and that it 
could never be thought that the parliament in- 
tended, by this act, to excuſe a man merely be- 
cauſe he was a felon, and more criminal than 
another. 

The Jury acquitted the priſoner of the firſt in- 
— and found him guilty of the ſecond, 

eath, | 


An Account of JoxATHAN WILD. 


JONATHAN WILD was born at Wolver- 
hampton in Staffordſhire, about -the year 1682. 
He was the eldeſt ſon of his parents; his father 
was a carpenter, and had the character of an ho- 
neſt induſtrious man. At about fifteen years 6f 
age, Jonathan, having made ſome * 

00 
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ſchool in writing and arithmetic, was bound ap 
prentice to a buckle-maker at Birmingham. Whe! 
his time was expired, he married an honeſt wolf 
man at Wolverhampton, by whom he had on 
ſon. But they had not been married two year 
before Jonathan took it into his head to leave hifi 
wife and child, and come up to London. H f 
had been but a few months in Town before h 
ran himſelf fo far in debt, that he was arreſted 
and thrown into Woodſtreet Compter. He ſay 
himſelf (in a pamphlet of which I ſhall gif 
ſome account hereafter) that, by misfortunes 1 
the world, he was ſubjet to the diſcipline off 
the Compter, for above the ſpace of four year 
© during which time it was impoſſible, but b. 
«© muſt in ſome meaſure be let into the ſecrets of 
© the criminals there under confinement ;. an 
© particularly Mr, Hitchen's management. 
Here it was that he contracted a cloſe familiari 
with one Mary Milliner, a common ſtreet 
walker. She had run round the whole cuc 
of vice, knew all the ways of the town, an 
.moſt of its felonious inhabitants. | 
The time came when they both obtained ti 
liberty : ſoon after which it was reported, th 
they were made one fleſh---but without t 
- help of a parſon. The firſt buſineſs they wel 
upon together, was that of the buttock an 
twang, or, in other words, the whores bul! 
They had not followed this trade long, befo 
they met with ſome pretty good booties, whi 
enabled them to take a little houſe in Coc 
alley, oppoſite to Cripplegate Church. 
— by his own induſtry, and his helf 
mate's aſſiſtance, was, by this time, acquaint 
wi 
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with all the prigs, of any note, within the bills 
of mortaliy, and he had cunning enough to dive 
into all their ſecrets. He ſoon knew all their uſual 
haunts, what Lays they went upon, how they . 
proceeded, and in conſequence of this knowledge, 
he had their lives in his power, and from a con- 
fident, became a director. | 5 

Formerly, when a thief had got a prize, he. 
could eaſily find people enough to take it off his 
hands, at ſomething leſs than the real value; for 
the law had provided no puniſhment for the re- 
ceivet. But, after the legiſlature had paſſed an . 
act, which made it felony to receive ſtolen goods, 
knowing them to be ſtolen, a conſiderable ſtop 
was put to this practice. Thoſe few that con- 
tinued it were obliged to act very cautiouſly, and 
as they ran great hazards, they inſiſted upon ſuch 
extrayagant profits, that the thieving trade was in 
danger of coming to nothing. 

But Jonathan contrived a ſcheme that gave 
new life to the buſineſs; and convening ſome 
his chief prigs, he laid the matter before 
them. 

You know, my bloods (quoth he) that as trade goes 
at preſent, you ſtand but a gueer chance; for, when 
you have made any thing, if you carry it to the fen- 
cing culls and flalh-pawr-brokers, thoſe unconſiona- 
ble dealers in contraband goods will hardly tip ye a 
quarter of what it is worth; and, if ye offer it to a 
Stranger, it's ten to one but ye are babbled. So 
that there is no ſuch thing as a man's living by his 
labour; for, if he don't like to be balf ſtarved, he mut 
run the hazard of being ſcragged, whico, let me tell 
yu, is a damn'd hard caſe. Now if you will t he my 
advice, Tll engage to pay back the goods to the cull 
that owns them, and raiſe you mare cole upon that 
Yor, Ii 0 1 arcounts 
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account, than you can expect from the raſcally fencers 
and at the ſame time take care that you ſhall be all bow- 
This was received with general approbation, 
and immediately put in practice. No ſooner was 
a robbery committed, but Jonathan was informed 
zuhat the goods were, when, how, and from whom 
they were taken. The goods were depoſited in 
ſome convenient place, but not in his own houſe; 
for, at his firſt ſetting up the buſineſs, he acted 
very cautiouſly, tho afterwards he grew daring, 
When things were thus prepared, away goes Jo- 
nathan, or the bone of his bone, to the perſons who 
had been plundered, and addreſſes them to this 
| rpoſe. | . | 
¶ happened to hear that you have lately been robbed, 
end a friend of mine, an honeſt broker, having flopped 
a parcel of goods upon ſuſpicion, I thought I could do no 
leſt than give you notice of it, as nat knowing but ſome 
of them might be yours; if it proves fo, (as I wiſh it 
may) you may have them again, provided that nobu- 
dy is brought into trouble, and the broker has ſomething 
in conſideration of his care, 
People who have been robbed are willing to 
recover their goods with, as little trouble as 
offible, and therefore it is no wonder if they 
eaſily fell into Jonathan's meaſures. But if (as it 
ſometimes happened, the perſon was too inqui- 
ſitive, Sir (ſays, Jonathan, ) I only came to ſerve you, 
and if you think otherwiſe, I muſt let you know that 
gm are miſtaken. I have told you that ſame goods 
being offered to pawn by a ſuſpecled perſon, the broker 
had the honeſty to flop them; and therefore, Sir, if 
ym queſtion me about thieves, I have nothing ta / to 
; but that I oan give a good account of myſelf, ny 
name is Wild, and { live in Cock-alley by Cripple- 
i gate, 
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gate, where you may find me any day in the week ; and 
fo, Sir, your 'hnmble ſervant. By this affected re- 
ſentment, he ſeldom failed of bringing the inju- 
red perſon to treat with him upon his own 
terms, which on fuch occaſions he commonly ad- 
vanced, 

All this while, as Jonathan had his profits out 
of what was paid to the broker, he took no money 
of thoſe to whom he reſtored the goods, by which 
means he kept up a tolerable reputation, and at 
the ſame time there was no law in being that could 
affect him. | | 

But as he ſoon became eminent in his profeſſion 
he altered fome of his meaſures. He no longer 
applied to thoſe who had loſt any thing, but they 
were obliged to apply to him, if they expected his 
aſſiſtance, and he received them in his office with 
much formality, At their entrance it was hinted 
to them, they muſt depofite a crown as a fee for 
his advice, This being done, he demanded their 
names, where they- lived, where and how they 
were robbed, if they ſuſpected any perſons, and 
what kind of perſons they were, the particular 
goods that were loſt, and what reward would be 
given if the goods were returned? theſe articles 
being known, were entered in a book he kept for 
that purpoſe. and then the perſons were aſſured, 
that a careful enquiry ſhou!d be made, and, if they 
called again in two or three days, he might poſ- 
ſibly give them ſome intelligence. 

When they came according to appointment, 
and deſired to know what ſucceſs he had met with? 
why, indeed, 9 I Haus heard ſomething of 
your goods, but the perſon ] ſent to engitzre tells ne, 
that the ragites pretend they can pawn them for more 
than you e, and therefore, if evgr they make reſt i- 

i tution, 
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rution, it muſt be upon better terms. However, if I 
can but once come to the ſpeech of the raſcals, I dortt 

ion but I ſhall bring them to reaſon. 

If this did not always prevail with the owners 
of the goods, to offer an additional reward, it ſer- 
ved at feat to enhance their obligation to Jonathan 
by making them imagine, he uſed them very kind. 
ly, and took a great deal of pains, if, after their 
attending two or three times, he helped them to 
their goods again at their own prices, 

Jonathan had always ſome advantage or other 
in examining ſo minutely into the circumſtances 
of a robbery. If, as was often the caſe, he knew 
as much of the matter before hand, as thoſe who 
came for his aſſiſtance could tell him, his enqui- 
ries then ſerved to amuſe them, and prevent their 
ſuſpecting his conſciouſneſs: But, if he had not 
been already let into the whole, or any part of the 
ſecret, the exact information he received by this 
means, was ſuch a check upon the thieves; that 
they ſeldom dared to conceal any thing from h.mz 
and, if they did, or refuſed ta accept of his terms, 
it was at their peril. | 
. - Pocket-books, ſhop- books, accompts, and other 
writings, Which were formerly looked upon as 
things of no uſe but to the owners, and conſe- 
quently not worth ſtealing, were now become ar- 
ticles of conſiderable advantage to the thief, and 
more to the receiver. Trifling curioſities, toys, 
and trinkets, would fetch more by being return- 
ed to the proprietors, than any body elfe would 
give for them. | | 

Jonathan now appeared with a ſword by his 
fide, and the firſt uſe we find he made of it was, 
in an engagement with the wife of his boſom. 
She had ſome time ſo provoked him to wealth, 

| | thad 
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that he ſwore by the lord, he would mark her 
for a bitch, and thereupon drawing his ſword, he 
ſmote off one of her ears. This occaſioned a 
divorce ; but, however, Jonathan, in a grateful 
conſidefation of the ſeivices ſhe had done him, by 
bringing him into ſo large an acquaintance, and 


aſſiſting him in his buſineſs, allowed her a week- 


 oly penſion as long as ſhe lived. | 
gut, to look a little back, we muſt here ob- 
ſerve, that, before Jonathan made any great fi- 
Fine be was for ſome time aſſiſtant to Charles 
itchin, the City Marſhal, in ſearching infamous 
houſes, and apprebending diſorderly perſons. 
After ſeveral rambles together for promoting ſo 
bleſſed a work, theſe hopeſul reformers fell to log- 
gerheads about one another's honeſty, and ſo they 
parted; and each of them ſeparately purſued the 
| buſineſs of thief-taking, nl 
In the ſame year 1715, Jonathan left his houfe 


„ 


in Cock-alley, and took . lodgings at Mrs. Sea- 1 


goe's in the Old Bailey, where he went on in his 
own calling ſucceſsfully, notwithſtanding the 
Marſhal's oppoſition. Ihe Marſhal went to work, 
and, in the year 1718, publiſhed a ftupid pamph- 
let, under the title of, The regulator : or, a diſcovery 
of thieves, thief-takers and licks, in and about the city 
London, with the thief-taker's proclamation : alſo” 
an accouut of the Flaſb- Ii ords now in vogue among the 
thieves, Sc. | by 
As in this pamphlet, and Jonathan's anſwer 
to it, there are ſeveral paſſages relating to his con- 
duct, which are no where elſe to be met with, 
we ſhall make ſeveral extracts from each. 
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The City Marſhal's Account of Jonathan 
z / Wild, Go. | 


If theſe ſhould hold their peace, the ftones in 
the ſtreet would cry out of ſuch abominable 
practices, as are committed and carried on in this 
City and places adjacent, by thieves and robbers, 
and thief-takers, One thief-taker brought to ju- 
ſtice, is more for the advantage of the city, than 
an hundred thieves; and in order thereto, I ſhall 
take notice here only of oae of the aforeſaid fe- 
lonĩous practices, taking it for granted, that all 
the reſt are of the fame management; to wit, 
a gentlewoman, as ſhe was paſting along in the 
evening, in a coach, on the ſouth ſide of St, 
Paul's Church-yard, was there, in an audacious 
and barbarous manner, robbed to a conſiderable 
value, by three of the moſt notorious rogues ; 
William Matthews, Chriſtopher Matthews, and 
Obediah Lemon, (who agreed to make himſelf an 
evidence) that ever this kingdom was plagued 
with; which being diſcovered and fought after, 
in order to bring them to juſtice, for ſo doing, 
the thief-taker hearing of the ſame, and fearin 
that he might by this means loſe three of the mo 
Profitable cuſtomers, which- belonged to his felo- 
nious ſhop, immediately ſummoned the three afore- 
laid offenders to a friendly conference, where it 
was agreed that the only way to fave them, at 
- this critical juncture, was, for one of them to make 
. Himſelf an evidence, &c. Well then, faith the 
zhief-takerg. in order to blind the juſtice, and that 
he may tate the information, is to induce him to 
believe that we are diing ſomething for the good of 
the public : Therefore you muſt put into the informa- 
gion 
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tion a nemerous train of offenders, aubich have ben 
—— pan 2 * in jad eo 
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yo u this caution? to leave out the ſixty 
ankerchiefs, that was taken by Mz. 
Ridley, from a dyer's ſervant, whom they ſent on 
a ſham Errand, for which handkerchiefs, I re- 
ceived . thirty 2 from the owner, but 
gave Oakes, 1 and Mr. Johnſon, but 
ten Guineas. you do not put 44 and ſuci 
robberies into Fas information becauſe I was em- 
ployed by the perſons that you robbed, to get 
their goods again, and they not bidding money 
enough for the ſame, they were not returned to 
the right owner. Therefore you know fuch muſt 
be left out, otherwiſe I ſhall bring my own neck into 
the Nooſe, and put it in the power of every little prig 
as well at others, to pull the cord at ther pleaſure, 
and upon ſuch terms, who the devil would be your 
actor. 
4 And now let us ſee what is the conſequence of 
this ſkittiſh and felonious information; but de- 
ceiving the magiſtrate, and letting the aforeſaid 
three notorious offenders eſcape the hand of ju- 
ice, and hang 5 up a couple of ſbim- 
thieves (Hugh Oakly and Henry Chickley) Which 
he got little or "nothing by, in the room thereof. 
OT likewiſe, to give the thief-taker an oppor- 
tunity to rob or extort a ſum of money out of all 
the reſt in the information, by making up and 
1 com- 
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eompounding the felonies with them, which by 
a modeſt computation, cannot amout tc leſs than 
1001. or more, &c. Then is it not bigh time 
for the citizens of London, and the places adja- 
cent to beſtir themſelves when the greateſt offen- 
ders have found away out, with the aſſiſtance of 
their friend the thief-taker, to eſcape the hand of 
juſtice? This will give them encouragement, and 
make them deſperate, as well as frequent in their 
robberies, and what the Citizens and others muſt 
dearly pay for it, if not eee 


putting a ſtop to the ſame.- In ſhort, the thief, 


the gaol, the juſtice; and the King's evidences, 


all of them ſeem to be influenced and managed 


by him, and at this rate, none will be brought to 


the gallows, but ſuch as he thinks fit, &c. Now 
if enquiry was to be made, by what means he 


arrived to this pitch of preferment he is now at, 


you will find that he hath been a great profici- 
ent in all matters and things, that he hath hi- 
therto engaged in. | 


| I. Who, when in a private ſation, and fol- 
lowed the trade of Buckle- making, knew how to 


plate a crown - piece as well as any that followed 


that employment. N 
II. When he became an evidence, did the bu- 


ſineſs ſkittiſhly, and as effectually, as any of 
thoſe he now ſets up. 


III. When he was a Tewang (Bully) and fol- 
lowed the tail of his wife, Mary Milliner, a 


common night-watker, no ſooner had ſhe picked 


a pocket, and given him the ſignal by 4 bem, or 


- otherwiſe, but he had impudence and courage 


enough to attack the call, until the battock bad 
made her eſcape. | 


IV. 
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TV. When king of the Gypſies, Jonathan 
Wild did execute the hidden and dark part of x 
ſtroller to all intents and purpoſes, until, in 
Holborn by order of the Juſtice, his feittiſh and 
babooniſh Majeſty was fet in the ſtocks for the 
ſame, | | 

V. Now King among the Thieves, and Lying- 
maſter General of Engl nd, Captain-General of 
the Army of Plunderers, and Ambaſſador Extra- 
ordinary from the Prince of the Air, hath taken 
up his refidence in an appartment, fitted up om 
purpoſe for him in the palace of the Queen of 
Hell, where attendance is contmually given for 
receiving or buying of ſtolen goods, as likewiſe 
to pay them back again, provided the right ow n- 
ers will give them money enough for the ſame'; 
but if not, then doth his Excellency fly off, and 
give you to underſtand, that the goods he hath 
heard of are not yours, and that you may be gone 
about your buſineſs ; for---he will take a ſum of 
money of the thief, or difpoſe of the goods ſome 
other way. Certainly ſuch a monſter in intquity 
as this is not to be found in any part of the habi- 
table world ſave only in this kingdom, and this in- 
tatuated city, and places adjacent, thoſe places of 
general corruption. 3 

VI. There being one thing more, which he 
earneſtly denies, and follicits to be employed in 
finding out, and ſetting up evidences againſt the 
falſe coiners, and then you need not doubt but in 
a little time you will have as many coiners as you 
have thieves. O London} London! ſo much 
found for ty good order; by what means is it now 
come to pals, that thou art become a receptacle for 
a den of thieves and robbers, and all ſorts of vil- 
lainous perſons and practices ? 

| And 
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And here it cannot be taken amiſs to examine 
a little into the trade of puniſhing wickedneſs and 
vice, the fame being become one of the moſt my- 
| ſerious, flouriſhing and profitable trades now in 
the kingdom---and the open, but unwarrantable 
pernicious practice of the regulator (Jonathan 
Wild.) 

And in order thereto, I ſhall take a view of 
him in the public ſtreets, which he ſo much 
boaſteth of, and fain would perſuade you, that he 
doth ſo much good to the public, by ſtopping the 
Whores, and other perſons viciouſly inclined, and 
forcibly entering the bawdy-houſes, and taking 
them out from thence, and committing them to 
gaol. And now, I pray, what's the conſequence 
of all this? woeful experience plainly ſhews, that 
by the ill acquaintance, and converſation they 
meet with there, they learn to be thieves, and find 
the way to the thief-takers houſes, ſet up by them 
on purpoſe to harbour and train up one brood of 
thieves under another, and to ſcreen and ſave them 
from the gallows, to the end that they might live 
by the reverſion of them. And now it is the ge- 
neral complaint, that people are afraid, when it is 
dark, to come to their houſes, for fear their hats 


and wigs ſhould be ſnatched off their heads, or 


their ſwords taken from their ſides, or that they 
may be blinded, knocked down, cut or ſtabbed; 
nay, the coaches cannot ſecure them, but they 
are likewiſe aſſaulted, cut, and robbed in the pub- 
lic ftreets.---And how can you ſuppoſe it to be 
otherwiſe, when there are ſo many public offices, 
public and private houſes, public inns, and public 
ſhops, ſet up on purpoſe to harbour thieves and 
robbers, and carry on the baſeſt deſigns with 
them, | | 

| JoxNaTHAN 
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When two of a profeſſion are at variance, the 
world is let into many important diſcoveries. and, 
whether it be among thief-takers, lawyers, or. 
clergymen, an expectation naturally ariſes of ſome 
Billingſgate treatment. For the ſatisfaction of 
the work in this particular, I ſhall, like a true 
cock of the game, anſwer Mr. Hitchen at his. 
weapons. | | | 

Says my. old maſter in iniquity, one thief-taker* 
brought to juſtice, is more for the advantage of the 
city than a hundred thieves. Not to juſtify the 
practice of thief-taking, I acquieſce with him in 
this, if the oldeſt offenders are to be firſt proſe- 
cuted, and then Ti have the world to judge--- 
Who will deſerve an exemplary puniſh- 
ment, be: HINT 

This looks as if Jonathan was not the original 
1 but that he borrawed ſome hints from the 

arſbal, and afterwards improved them. | 

The information he mentioned, in reſpect to 
the ſetting up an evidence, is entirely ground- 
leſs, the perſon accuſed being perfectly ignorant 
of it, and there are enough to prove that the; 
evidence voluntarily appeared before my Lord 
Mayor. And as for not returning the goods. . 
for want of a reward ſufficient to the value, I 
ſhall ſhew what flagrant crimes the City Marſhal 
has been guilty of, of this nature. 

* Jonathan does not here deny the charge 
* of not returning the goods, and therefore we 
* may venture to take it for a fact. | 
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Says - this author -—— He knows how te 
<< plate a crown- piece as well as any that fol. 
„low that employment.” Now, if he could 
prove this aſſertion, or any thing like it, it is 
very rational to ſuppoſe, that he would bring 
the thief-taker to condign puniſhment, being his 
W enemy. | 

hat “ ſetting up of evidence againſt falſe 
- © coiners is the way to have as many coiners 
< as thieves,” is ſuch a piece of nonſenſe, ab- 
ſurdity, and contradiction that it is not to be 
paralleled. FEE „ 
And it is a notable piece of inconſiſtency to 
 fay © that taking whores out of Bawdy-houſes, 
„and ſending them to work-houſes, makes them 
« thieves, By this way of argument, the houſes 
of correction, inſtead of deterring iniquity in- 
creaſe thefts and robberies, and the reformers of 
manners are the promoters of wickedneſs. But, 
it's no wonder that the Marſhal, throughout his 
treatiſe, expreſſes a great deal of uneaſineſs at the 
- informers, for thoſe perſons very much leſſen his 
Intereſt in ſuppreſſing houſes of lewdneſs, the keep- 
ers whereof have _ generally penfioners to 
him.---I can produce perſons who will make it ap- 
pear that ſeveral houſes of ill fame are ſupported 
by quarterly contributions to him; beſides there 
being frequently ſums of money extorted from li- 
bertines for contrivance at their lewdneſs, and 
ſometimes, from perſons entirely innocent and unac- 
quainted with the character of theſe houſes. And 
he has of late been ſo audacious, as to examine - 
taverns of the beſt reputation and inſiſt upon year- 
ly compoſitions from them, tho' the only pay- 
ment he has met with has been a ſalute with 


a crab tree cudgel, and a decent toſs in a blanket. 
I need 


e 
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I need not mention his being nearer the pillory 
than ever a certain perſon was to the ſtocks.--- 
And, however a certain diminutive perſon may 
reſemble a Baboon, it is evident to all that knows 
the gigantic City Marſhal, that he wants nothing 
but a cloven foot to perſonate, in all reſpects, his 
father Belzebub. N | 
Many other particulars I ſhalt omit, and proceed 
to matters of fact, by which it will appear, that, 
inſtead of a ſcoundrel author's being entirely 
free from all the evil practices he has treated of 
he is guilty of the ſame crimes he pretends to fix 
upon others, | | | EY 
After the Marſhals ſpenſion in his office, and 
he was forbid attendance on the Lord Mayor, he, 


on a time, applied himſelf to the Buckle-maker 


near Cripplegate, in the following manner. 
J am very ſenſible that you are let into the knowledge 
of the intrigues of the Compter, particularly with 
relation to the ſecuring of Pocket-books : but your ex- 
perience is inferior to mine, I can put in a far better 
method than you are acquainted with, and which may be 
done with ſafety ; for, tho I am ſuſpended, I flill re- 
tain the power of acting as conſtable; and, notwith- 
—_— I can't be heard befors my Lord Mayor, as 
formerly, I have intereſt among the Aldermen upon any 
complaint. But I muſt firſt tell you, that you'll ſpoil 
the trade of Thief-taking, in advancing greater re- 
wards than are neceſſary; I give but half-a- 
crown a book, and, whex the thieves and pick-pockets 
fee you and I confederate, they will ſubmit to our 
terms, and likewnſe continue their thefts for fear of 
coming to the gallaws by our means. | 
You ſhall take a turn with me as my ſervant, or 
aſſiſtant,” and we will commence our rambles this 


night, 
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The night approaching, the Marſhal and the 
Bucklemaker began their walk at Temple - bar, 
called in at ſeveral brandy-ſhops, and ale-houſes, 
between that and Fleet-ditch. Some of the maſ- 
ters of theſe houſes - complimented the Marſhal 
with punch, others with brandy, and ſome pre- 
ſented him with fine ale, offering their ſervice to 
their worthy protector. The Marſhal made them 
little anſwer; but gave them to. underſtand, all 
the ſervice he expected from them was, to give 
him information of pocket-books, or any goods 
ſtolen as a pay-back, for you women of the town (ad- 
drefling himſelf to the females of one ſhop) make 
it a common practice to refign things of this nature to 
the Bullies, and rogues of your retinues,---but this ſhall 
be no longer born with, Tl give you my word, both 
they and you ſhall be detected, unleſi you deliver all the 
 pocket-books you meet with to me. Ii hat do you think 
1 bought my place for, but to make the moſt of it? and 
you are to . this ts my man (pointing to the 
Buckle-maker) to aſſt me. Aud if you at any time 
for the future refuſe to yield up the watches and books 
you take, either to me, or to my ſervant, you may be 
aſſured of all being ſent to Bridewell, and not one of-you 
Hall be + jm gcaba ” wo rs * 4 notwith- 
anding I am under a jujpenjion, (the chief reaſon 0 
Sh A for not ſuppreſſmg the practices x4 2 — 
min as 7 ) T have ſtill a power of puniſbing, and 
yu hal! dearly pay for the leaſt diſobedience to what 
I have commanded, ; : 
Strutting along the ſtreets a little farther, the 
Marſhal on a ſudden ſeized two or three dextrous 
pick-pockets, reprimanding them for not paying 
their reſpects to their mighty chief; and withal 
aſking them to what parts of the town they were 


rambling, and whether he did not ſee him? To 
which 
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which (e that they ſaw him at a diſ- 
tance (he being big and remarkable enough to be 
known by them and their brethren) but he 
caught hold of them ſo haſtily, that they had no 
time to addreſs him. We have been ſtroling 
(continued the pick-pockets) over Moorhelds, 
* and from thence to the Blue-boar, in purſuit 
* of you; but, not finding you as uſual, we were 
* under ſome fears you was -indiſpoſed.” The 
Marſhal replied, he ſhould. have given them a 
meeting there, but had been employed the whole 
day with his new man. *©* You are to be very 
« careful, ſaid he, not to oblige any perſon but 
* myſelf, or ſervant, with pocket-books: If you 
© preſume to do otherwife you ſhall ſwing for it, 
* and we are out in the city every night to ob- 
«© ſerve your motions.” Theſe infiru@ions given, 
the pick- pocket left us, making their maſter a 
low congee, and promiſing obedience. This was 
the progreſs of the firſt night with. the buckle 
maker, whom he told him that his ſtaff of autho- 
rity terrified the ignorant to the extent of his- 
wiſhes. | | : 
Another night, walking towards the back | 
part of St. Paul's, faid -the Marſhal- to the 
Buckle-maker, T now fhew yau a Brandy: ſbopꝑ that 
entertains no company but whores and thieves, This 
ts a houſe for our purpoſe, and I am informed, that a 
woman of the town who frequeuts it, has lately de- 
cently robbed a gentleman of his watch and pocket= 
book ; the advice I received from her companion, with 
whom TI have a good underſtanding. IVe'll go into 
the houſe, and, if we can find this woman, 1 will 
alſume a more fierce countenance (though at beſt I look 
like an infernal) and, by continued threats, extort a 
confeſſion, and ly that means, get poſſeſſion of the 
„ watch 
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watch and pocket-book ; tu order to which, do you 
ſialy accoft her companion, --(here he deſcribed her) 
Call to her, and inform her, that your maſter is 
in a damned ill- humour, and fwears, if ſhe don't in- 
- flantly make a diſcovery where the watch and pocket= 
book may be found, at the fartheſt by To-morroto, he. 
will certainly ſend her to the Compter, and thence 10 
the worx-hou/e. The means being thus concerted 
to gain the valuable goods, both maſter and man 
enter the floop in purſuit of the game, and, ac- 
cording to expectation, they found the perſon 
wanted; whereupon the Marſhal ſhewing an en- 
raged countenance, becoming the deſign, and the 
Buckle-maker being obliged to follow his maſter's 
example, the company ſaid, that the maſter and 
man looked as ſour as two Devils.---Devils, faid 
the Marſhal, Til make ſome of you devils, if ye 
din't immediately diſcover the watch and packet- book 
1 am employed to procure.—- Me don't know your 
meaning, Sir, anſwered ſome; who do you diſcourſe 
to? ſaid others, we know nothing of it. The 
Marſhal replied, in a more ſoft tone, You are un- 
grateful to the Iafl degree, to deny me this ſmall re- 
gueſt, when I was never let into the ſecret of ary 
thing to be taken 2 a gentleman, but I communi- 
cated it ta you, deſcribing the perſon ſo exactly, that 
ycu could not miſtake the man; and there is ſo little 
got at this rate, that the devil made trade with you 
for me. This ſpeech being over, the Marſhal 
gave a nod to his man, who in obedience to his 
_ maſter's motions, and his former commands called. 
one of the women to the door, and, telling the 
ory above directed; the female anſwered, Un-. 
conſcionable devil ! when he got Fi or ten guineas, 
wot to beſtow above frue or ten ſhillings upon us unfor- 
unate wretches ! But, however, rather than go ta 
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ie Compter, Dll try what's to be done. The woman 
returning to the Marſhal, aſked him what he 
would give for the delivery of the watch, being 
7 or 81. in value, and the pocket-book, having, 
in it ſeveral notes and Goldſmiths bills. To 
which the Marſhal anſwered, 4 guinea, and told 
her, it was much better to comply, than to go to 
Newgate, which ſhe muſt certainly expect upon 
her refuſal. The woman replied, the watch was 
in pawn for 40s, and if he did not advance that 
fum, ſhe ſhould be obliged to ſtrip herſelf for the 
redemption ; though when her furbelowed ſcarf 
was laid afide, ſhe had nothing underneath but 
furniture for a paper-mill. - After abundance of 
words, he allowed her 30s for the watch and 
book, which ſhe accepted, and the- watch was 
never returned to the owner. IS : 

Not long after this a gentleman in liquor 


dropping into the Blue Boar, near Moorfields, 


with a woman of the-town, immediately loſt his 
watch. He applied to the Marſhal, defiring his 
aſſiſtance; but the Buckle-maker being well ac- 
quainted with the walk. between Cripple-gate and 
Moor- fields, had the fortune to find the woman. 
The maſter immediately ſeized on her, on notice 
given, aud, by vehement threatnings, obliged her 
to a eonfefſion. She declared ſhe had ſtolen the 
watch, and carried it to a woman who kept a 
brandy ſhop near, deſiring her to aſſiſt in the ſale 
of it. "he miſtreſs of the brandy ſhop readily 
anſwered, ſhe had it from an honeſt young wo- 
man who frequented her houſe, whoſe huſband was 
gone to ſea; where upon ſhe paiwned the watch 
for its value, and ordered the ſale. This ſtory 
ſeeming reaſonable, a Watch-maker bought the 
watch, and gave the money agreed for it which 

Was 
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| | 
was 50s. Thus the fale of the watch being diſ- 
covered, the Marſhal with his ſtaff and to, 
immediately repaired to the Watch-maker's houſe, 
and ſeized the Watch-maker, in the ſame man- 
ner a perſon would do the greateſt criminals. i He 
carried him to a public houſe, telling him, if he 
did not forthwith ſend for the watch he ſhould be 
committed to Newgate. | 
The Watch-maker-not being any ways accuſ- 
tomed to unfair dealings, directly anſwered, that 
he bought the watch, and the perſon he had it of, 
would produce the woman that ſtole it, if it was 
ſtolen, the woman being' then preſent. The 
Marſhal replied, he had no bufineſs with the 
perſons that ſtole the watch, but with him in 
whoſe poſſeſſion it was found, and that if he did 
not inftantly ſend for tha watch, and deliver it, 
without inſiſting upon = money, but on the 
contrary, return him thazks for his civility, 
which deſerved five or ten pitces, he would with- 
out delay fend him to Newgate. Upon which, the 
Honeſt Watch-maker, being much ſurprized, ſent 
for the watch and furrendered it to him. And 
fince that, he has been well ſatisſied, that the 
n who owned the watch made a preſent to 
the Marſhal of three guineas for his trouble, 
and the poor watch-maker never had a farthing 
for his fifty ſhhillings. This ſtory and the 
following ſufficiently demonſtrates the honeſty of 
the City Marſhal. | | 
Some time ago a biſcuit-baker near Wapping, 
having loſt a pocket-book, wherein was, _— 
other papers, an exchequer bill for 1001. applie 
himſelf to the Marſhal's man, the buckle-maker, 
for the recovery thereof ; the buckle-maker ad- 


viſed him to advertiſe it, and ſtop payment — 


for Felony. 


— 


had been with him a tall man, with a peruke 
and ſword, calling himſelf the * wag „and 
aſked him, if he had loft his pocket-book. The 
biſcuit-maker anſwered, yes, defiring to know 
the reaſon for aſking him ſuch queſtions, and, 
whether he could give him any intelligence ? 
he replied, no, he could not give him any intelli- 
gence of it as yet, but deſired to be informed, 
whether he had employed any perſon to ſearch 
after it ; the biſcuit-maker anſwered, he had em- 
ployed one Wild. Upon which the Marſhal 
told him, he was under a miſtake, for I ſhould 
have applied to him, who was the only perſon 
in England that could have ferved him, being 
well aſſured it was entirely out of the power 
of Wild, or any of t fellows, to know 
where it was---which. was very certain, he 
having it at that time in his own cuftody,---and 
deſired to know the reward that would be given. 
The gentleman anſwered, he would give ten 
pound, The Marſhal anfwered, that a greater 
reward ſhould be offered, for that exchequer 
bills, and thoſe things, were ready money, and 
could be immediately ſold, and that, if he had 
employed him in the begining, and offered forty 
or fifty pound he would have ſerved him. The 
biſcuit-maker acquainting Wild with this ſtory, 
Wild gave it as his opinion, that the pocket- 
book was in the Marſhal's poſleffion, and there. 
fore it would be to no purpoſe to continue ad- 
vertiſing it, he being well aflured, that the Mar- 
Jhal would not have taken the pains to find out 

the 


a0; - * 
the bill; which he did, but, having no account 
of the bill, he came to -the buckle-maker ſeveral 
times about it, and at length he told him, there 
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the biſcuit-maker, unleſs he knew how to get: 
at it. H $554 --; 
Upon the whole, Wild adviſed the biſcuit- 
maker rather to advance his bidding, conſider- 
mg what hands the note was in, and for that 
the Marſhal had often told his ſervant how 
ealily he could diſpoſe of the bank notes, and 
exchequer bills, at gaming- houſes, which he 
very much frequented. Purſuant to this advice 
the owner at laſt went a ſecond. time to the 
Marſhal, and bid 40 I. for his pocket-book 
and bill. Zouuch, Sir, ſaid the Marſhal, you are 
#00 late! which was all the fatisfaction he gave 
him. Thus the poor biſcuit-maker was tricked 
out of his exchequer bill. But it happencd a 
ſmall time after, that ſome of the young fry 
of pick-pockets, under the tuition of the Mat- 
hal, fell out in ſharing the money given them 
for this very pocket- book; whereapon one of 
them came to the perfor: firſt employed by the 
biſcuit-maker, and diſcovered the whole matter, 
- Viz. that he had ſold the biſcuit-maker's pocket- 
book, with the 100 J. exchequer note in it, 
and other bills, to the City Marſhal, at a 
tavern in Alderſgate-{treet, for four or five 
guineas. The perſon to whom the boy applied 
himſelf, aſked him what ſort of a perſon the 
gentleman was that he took it from, who 
' peatlily anſwered, that he was a luſty elderly 
man, with light hair, which was very apparent 
to be the ſame perſon, But the exchequer bill 
was never returned to the owner, but paid to 


another perſon, though it could never be traced 
back. | 


Another 
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Another inſtance of the good underſtanding 
between the Marſhal and the thieves and pick 
pocekts, take as follows. 2 | 

Some time fince, when a perſon ſtood in the 
pillory near Charing-crofs, a gentleman in the 
croud was deprived of à pocket-book, which 
had in it bills and lottery tickets, to the value 
of ſeveral hundred pounds; and a handſome re- 
ward was at firſt offered for it in an advertiſement, 
thirty-pound at leaſt. The Marſhal hearing a 
ſuſpicion, that a famous pick- pocket, known 
by his lame hand, had taken the book, he ap- 
plied to him, and to enforce a confeſſion and 
delivery, told him, with a great deal of aſſurance, 
that he muſt be the perſon, ſuch a man, with 
a lame hand, being deſcribed by the gentleman, 
to be near him, and who, he was certain, had- 
ſtolen his book. In ſhort, ſays he, you have 
the book, and you muſt bring it to me, and 
„you ſhall ſhare the reward; but, if you refuſe 
* to comply with ſuch advantageous terms, yo 
* muſt never expect to come within the Gity 
gates; for, if ye. do, Bridewell at leaſt, if 
not Newgate, aal be your reſidence.“ After 
ſeveral meetings, the Marſhal's old friend could- 
not deny that he had the pocket-book ; but he 
ſaid to the Marſhal, „1 did not expect this 


* rigorous treatment from you, after the ſervice 


* I have done you, in concealing you ſeveral 
times, and by that means keeping you out of 
* a gaol. It is not the way to expect any fur- 
* ther ſervice, when all. my former good offices 
** are forgotten,” The Marſhal, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe reaſons, ſtill inſiſted upon what he at 
firſt propoſed 3 and, at length, the pick-pocket 
coulidering, that he could not repair to the e 
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change, or elſe where to follow his pilfering 
emſloy ment, without the Marſha!'s conſent, 
and tearing to be a mark of his revenge, he 
condeſcended to part with che pocket book, upon 
terms reaſonable between the buyer and ſeller. 
Whereupon, ſays the Marthal, I lo/t all my money 
laſt night at gaming, and except a gold watch in 
my pocket, which I believe there will be no enquiry 
After it coming to hand by an intrigue with a fa. 
78 _ — toum, whom the g r 
aſhamed to ecute, jor fear of. expo/jm £ 
Fll — * Era 4 — 2 ah 
the pick-pocket, rather than 3 the conſe- 
quences of Globbging his maſter, Wen a 


bargain, = 
The following flery ſhews the Aera — 


RO and forwardneſs to hang burglers, even his 
eon Pupils, fe or the reward. 


- One night, not far "WM St. Pauls, the Mar- 
mal, and the buckle-maker his man, met with 
a detachment of pick- pocket boys, who inſtantly 
at the ſight of their maſter, took to their heels, 
and ran away. The buckle- maker aſked the 
meaning of their ſurprize ? the Marſhal anſwer- 
ad, I usw their meaning, a pack e of rogues ! they 
were ta haue met me in . E 1. morning with 
a boot, I am informed they have taken from a gentle- 
man, and * are afraid of being ſecured fir their 
'difobedience. © There is Jack Jones among them. 
Well catch the whore's-birds, Upon which Jack 

„ running behind a coach to make his 
eſcape, was taken by the Marſhal and his man- 

The Marſhal carried him to a tavern, and 


threatned him ſeverely, telling him, he believed 


thef 


. 
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they were turned houſe - breakers, and that they 
were concerned in a burglary lately committed 
by four young criminals. This happening to be 
fact, and the boy fearing the Marſhal had been 
informed of it, he, for his own ſecurity, con- 
feſſed, the Marſhal promiſſing to fave his life on 
lis becoming evidence, JEN IVE 
| Whereupon the. Marſhal committed the boy 
to the Compter till the next morning, when 
he carried him before a Juſtice of the peace, who 
took his Information, and iflued a warrant for 
apprehending his companions. Notice being gi- 


ven where the criminals were to be found, v:z. at 


2 houſe in Beach-lane, the Marſhal and his man 
went privately in the night thither ; and liſtening 
at the door, they overheard the boys, with feve- 
ral others in a mixed company. They entered the 
houſe, where they met ten or eleven perſons, 
who were in a great rage, enquiring what buſi. 
neſs the Marſhal had there, and ſaluted him with 
a few damns, which occafioned the Marſhal to 
makea prudent retreat, pulling the door after him, 
and Jeaving his little man to the mercy of the 
ſavage company. In a ſhort ſpace the Marſhal 
returned with eight er ten watehmen and a con- 
ſtable. And, at the door, the Marſhal, out of his 
daſtardly diſpoſition, tho' his pretence was a cere- 
monious reſpect, oblized the conſtable to go in 
firſt (but the Marſhal and conftable were ſo long 


in their compliments, that the man thought nei- 


ther of them would enter) at laſt the conſtable en- 
tering with his long ſtaff extended before him, 


the Marſhal manfully followed, crying out, where 


are the rebel villains? why don't you ſecure them Pi: 


The 
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change, or elſe where to follow kis pilfering 
emflay ment, without the Marſha!'s conſent, 
and tearing to be a mark of his revenge, he 
condeſcended to part ti che pocket book, upon 
terms reaſonable between the bayer and fcller, 
NM Hereupon, ſays the Marthal, I lot all my money 
laſt night at gaming, and except a gold watch in 
my pocxet, which I believe there will be no enquiry 
after it coming to hand by an intrigue with a fa- 
_ * of the town, whom the 1 wil 

aſhamed to ecute, for fear of expoſing him{clf. 
Fl exch — * 2 LF 2 5 80 . 
the pick- pocket, rather than riſque the conſe- 
quences of diſobliging his maſter, concluded a 


The following flery ſhews the Marſhals prodigim: 
; courage and forwardneſs to hang burglers, even his 
. exon pupils, for the reward. 


One night, not far from St. Pauls, the Mar- 
thal, and the buckle-maker his man, met with 
a detachment of pick-pocket boys, who inſtantly 
at the ſight, of their maſter, took to their heels, 
and ran away. The buckle-maker aſked the- 
meaning of their ſurprize? the Marſhal anſwer- 
ad, I know their meaning, a pack of rogues! they 
were ta have met me in the fields this- morning with 
a book,. I am informed they have taken from a gentle- 
man, and they are afraid of being ſecured for their 
diſobedience. There is Jack Jones among them. 
Wel catch the whore's-birds, Upon which Jack 

„ running behind a coach to make his 
eſcape, was taken by the Marſhal and his man. 
The Marſhal carried him to a tavern, and 


* 


threatned him ſeverely, telling him, he 1 
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they were turned houſe-breakers, and -that they 
were concerned in a burglary lately committed 
by four young criminals. This happening to be 
fact, and the boy fearing the Marſhal had been 
informed of it, he, for his own ſecurity, con- 
feſſed, the Marſhal promiſſing to ſave his life on 
ais becoming evidence, i CH a 
Whereupon the Marſhal committed the boy 
to the Compter till the next morning, when 
he carried him before a Juſtice of the peace, who 
took his Information, and iflued a warrant for 
apprehending his companions. Notice being gi- 


ven where the criminals were to be found, v:z. at 


2a houſe in Beach-lane, the Marſhal and his man 
went privately in the night thither ; and liſtening 
at the door, they overheard the boys, with ſeve- 
ral others in a mixed company. They entered the 
houſe, where they met ten or eleven perſons, 
who were in a great rage, enquiring what buſi- 
neſs the Marſhal had there, and ſaluted him with 
a few damns, which occafionsd the Marſhal to 
makea prudent retreat, pulling the door after him, 
and Jeaving his little man to the mercy of the 
ſavage company. In a ſhort ſpace the Marſhal 
returned with eight er ten watchmen and a con- 
ſtable. And, at the door, the Marſhal, out of his 
daſtardly diſpoſition, tho' his pretence was a cere- 
monious reſpect, oblized the conſtable to go in 
firſt (but the Marſhal and conftable were ſo long 


in their compliments, that the man thought nei- 


ther of them would enter) at laſt the conſtable en- 
tering with his long ſtaff extended before him, 
the Marſhal manfully followed, crying out, where 
are the rebel villains? why don't you ſecure them? 
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The Buckle-maker anſwered, they were un- 


Ader the table. Upon which the conſtable pulled 


out the juvenile offenders, neither of them being 
above twelve years of age. The two boys now 
taken were committed to Newgate. But the fact 
being committed in the county of Surry, they 
were afterwards removed to the Marſhalſea pri- 
ſon, The Aſſizes coming on at Kingſton, and 
Jones giving his evidence againſt his companions; 


.. before the Grand Jury, the bill was found, and 


the Marſhal indorſed his name on the back of it, 


do have the honour of being an evidence againſt 


theſe monſtrous houſe-breakers. On the trial the 
nature of the fact was declared; but the parents 
of the offenders appeared, and ſatisfied the court 
that the Marſhal was the occaſion of the ruin of 
theſe boys, by taking them into the fields, and 
encouraging them in the ſtealing of pocket-books: 
and told him on his affirming they were thieves, 
that he had made them ſuch. The Judge ob- 
_— the Marſhal's views were more to get the 
reward of forty pounds than to do juſtice, 
ſummed up the charge to the Jury in favour of 
the boys, who were thereupon acquitted, and the 


Marſhal reprimanded. He was ſo enraged. at 


this, and fo angry with himſelf for not accuſing 
the boys of other crimes, that he immediately re- 
turned to London, and left his man to diſcharge 
the reckoning at Kingſton, 

Not much unlike -the preceding ſtory, is the 
following : 

A gentleman, who had loſt his watch with a 
woman of the town, applied to a perſon belong- 
ing to the Compter who recommended him to the 
Buckle maker for procuring the ſame ; and the 


gentleman applying accordingly to him, and giv- 


"ing 
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ing a deſcription of the woman, the Buckle- 
maker, a few days after, traverſing Fleet-ſtreet 
with his maſter in an evening, happened to meet 


with the female, (as he apprehended by the de- 


ſcription of the gentleman) who had ftolen the 
watch, and coming nearer he was ſatisfied therein. 
He told his maſter that ſhe was the very perſon 
deſcribed. To which his maſter anſwered with 
an air of pleaſure, / am glad to find we have a 
proſpect of ſomething To-night ts defray our expences, 
and immediately with his man ſeized the female, 
and carried her to a public houſe, where, upon 
her examination, ſhe confeſſed that it was in her 

to ſerve the Marſhal in it ; telling him, 
that if he would pleaſe to go with her home, or 
fend his man, the watch would be returned, and 
a ſuitable reward for the trouble. The man aſked 
his maſter, whether he might purſue the woman 
with ſafety ! He replied, yes, for that he knew 
her; and gave hints of his following at a reaſon- 
able diſtance for his ſecurity, which he did with 
a great deal of precaution, as will appear ; for 
the man proceeding with the female, ſhe informed 


him, that her huſband who had the watch about 


him, was at a tavern near White-friars, and, if 
he would condeſcend to go thither, he might be 
furniſhed with it, without giving himſelf an 

further trouble, together, with the reward he de- 
ſerved. To which the man conſented, and, 
coming to the tayern, ſhe enquired for the com- 
pany ſhe had been with but a ſhort-time before; 
and, being informed they were till in the houſe, 
ſhe fent in word by the drawer, that the gentle- 
woman who had been with them that evening, 
deſted the favour to ſpeak with them, Pie 


_ drawer gcing, and delivering the meſſuge, imme- 
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diately three or four entlemen came. from the 


room to the woman. She gave them to under- 


ſtand that the Marfhal's man had accuſed her of 
ſealing a watch, telling them Me ſuppoled it muſt 
be ſome other woman who had aſſumed her name, 
and deſiring their protection; upon this, the 
whole company fallied out, and attacked the 
Marſhal's man in a very violent manner, to make 
a reſcue of the female, upbraiding him for diſ- 
gracing a gentlewoman of her reputation. 

The Marſhal, obſerving the ill- ſucceſs of bis 
man, and fearing the diſcipline of the poker, 
Fire- fork, and fire-brands (which his man was 
obliged to go through) reſerved his fate of this 
kind to futurity, decently made off, hugging 
himſelf that he had eſcaped the ſevere treatment 
he equally deſerved with him. The man in the 


ſtruggle, ſhewed his reſentment chiefly againſt the 


female ; and, after a long conteſt, wherein he 
diſrobed her ſo effectually, that ſhe appeared like 
Eve without her fig-leaf, ſhe was in that pickle 
thruſt out at the back-door, and immediately the 
watch being called, he and the reft of the men 
were feized. In their conveyance to the Comp- 
ter, the Marſhal overtook them, and aſked his 
man the occaſion of his long abſence. The' man 
' anſwered, he had been at the tavern with the 
woman, where he thought he ſaw him. The 
maſter replied, that indeed he was there, but ſee- 
ing the confuſion ſo great, he went off to call 
the watch and conſtables. This dialogue being 
over, the Marſhal uſed his intereſt to get his man 
off, but to no purpoſe, he being carried to the 
Compter with the reſt of the company. in order 
to make an agreement there. In the morning 


the woman ſent to her companions in the Comp- | 


ter, 


ESA 6-00 as; es... 


er Fig. 375 
ter, letting them know, that, if they could bo 
releafed, the watch ſhould be returned without 
any conſideration, which was accordingly done, 
and a ſmall preſent to the Marſhals man for 
ſmart- money; and upon this the perſons were all 
diſcharged, paying the fees. The watch being 
now ready to be produced to the owner, the. 
Marſhal inſiſted upon the greateſt part of the re- 
ward, as being the greateit perſon in authority. 
The man declared it unreaſonable, unleſs he had 
partook of the largeſt ſhare of baſtinado. But 
bowever, ſays the Marſhal, I have now an oppor- 
munity of playing my old game. Pl! oblige the gentle- 
mam to give me ten giuneas to ſave his reputation. 
. which is ſo nearly concerned with a common proſti- 
tute, But the gentleman knew him too well to 
be thus impoſed upon, and would give him no 
more than what he promiſed, which was three 
guineas Fhe maſter at firſt refuſed, but his man 
(who had the moſt right to make a new contract) Wi 
adviſing him to act cautiouſly, he at laſt agreed 14 
to accept the reward at firſt offered, giving his 
man only one guinea for his ſervice, and the cure . 
ot his wounds. Fj 

One night after this, the Marſhal and Buckle- 1 
maker being abroad in their walks, net far from 
the Temple, they diſcovered a Clergyman piſſing 
againſt the wall, in an alley to which he had re- 
tired for modeſty-ſake, Immediately a woman 
of the fown lying in wait for prey, bruſhed by 
the Clergyman, ſaying aloud, bat goes, what 


| 

; dees the woman want. The Marſhal inſtantly 
1 ruſhed in upon them, ſeizing the Clergyman, 
5 bidding his man ſecure the woman. The Cler- 
4 gyman reſiſted, proteſting his innocence (Which 
1 his language ta the woman confirmed) but find- 
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ing it to no purpoſe, he deſired he might be 
permitted to go into an Ironmonger's houſe 
near; but the Marſhal refuſed, and dragged 
him to Saliſbury-Court end, where he raiſed a 
mob about him; and two or three gentlemen that 
knew the parſon happening to come by, aſked; 
the mob what they were doing with him, 
telling them he was chaplain to a noble lord. 
The rough gentry anſwered, D— m him, we 
belicve he is chaplain to the devil, 9 we caught 
him with a whore. Upon this the gentlemans 
deſired the Marſhal to go to a tavern, that 
tiey might talk with him without noiſe and tu- 
mult, which he conſented to. When they came 
into the tavern, the clergyman aſked the Mar- 
ſhal by what authority he thus abuſed him? 
che Marſhal replied, he was a City-officer (pul- 
ing out his ſtaff) and would have him to the 
Compter, unleſs he gave very good ſecurity for 
his appcarance the next morning, when he would. 
fwear he caught him with the whore, and his. 
hands under her petticoats. The pariſon ſeeing 
him ſo bent upon perjury, which would very 
much expoſe him, ſent for other perſons to vin- 
dicate his reputation, who, putting a glittering 
tecurity into the Marſhal's hand (which they 
found was the only way to deal with ſuch a. 
monſter in iniquity) the clergyman was permitted. 
to. co Of. . -© 8 IE 
The Marſhal's next adventure was this: goipg 
up Ludgate-hill, he obſerved a well-dreſſed wo- 
man walking before him, who, he told the. 
Buckle maker, was a lewd woman, for that he 
| faw her talking with a man. This was no ſoon- 
er ſpoke, but he ſeized her, and aſked her who ſhe 
1 * Wa,. 


my 
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"Wis, D an Hort Tike to he a whort (faid the Mar- 
na) and as ſuch you ſhall go to the Compter. Tak 
ing the woman thro* St. Paul's Church-yard, ſhe 
defired/ liberty to ſend for fome friend; but he 
would not comply with her requeſt. He forced 
her ints' the Nag's-head tavern in Cheap-fide, 
where he preſently ordered a hot fupper and plen- 
ty of wine to be brought in; commanding the fe- 
male to fit at # diſtance ftom his worſhip, and 
telling her, he did not permit ſuch vermin to ſit 
in his preſence (tho' he intended to make her 
pay the reckoning), When the ſupper was 
drought to the table, he fell to it luſtily, and 
would not allow the woman to eat a bit with him, 
or come near the fire, tho' it was extreme cold 
weather. When he had ſupped, he ſtared round, 
and then told her, if he had been an informer, or 
ſuch a fellow, ſhe would have called for eatables 
and wine herſelf, and not have g'vea him the trou- 
ble of direction, or elſe would have ſlipped a piece 
iato his hand. Adding, Yeu may do tohat you pleaſe ; 
but tho we that buy our pluces ſrem to go for nothing, 
T can afure ye it is in ny power, if I ſee a waman 
in the 


ands of an informer, te diſcharge her, and com- 
mit then. You are not fo ignnt aut but q a nuft gueſs 
2 my meaning. She replied, that ſhe had money 
| enough to pay for the ſupper, and about three 

half-crowns more. I'his deſitable anſwer being 

given, he ordered his attendant to with-draw, 
a while he compounded the matter with her, When 
4 the bucklemaker came in again, the gentlewoman 
* was very Civilly aſked to fit by the fire, and eat 
7 the remainder of the ſupper, and in all reſpects 
a, treated very kindly, only with a pretended re- 
* primand to give him better language whenever 


Ie ſhould ſpcak war of nt ae : 
; * + MW ut 


* 
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But, not to tire the reader's patience, we ſhall 
omit many other adventures of this ſort, which 
the Marſhal and his man had. After the Marſhal's : 
ſuſpenſion, however, it may not be amiſs to in- 
form the public, that, before his diſgrace, he 
uſed to have daily meetings with the pick 
pocket boys in Moor- fields, and to treat 
them there plentifully with cakes and ale, 
offering them ſufficient encouragement to con- 
tinue their thefts. It once happened, that one of 
the boys, more cunning than his companions, 
having ſtolen an Alderman's pocket-book, and, 
on opening it, finding ſeveral bank- bills, he gave 
the Marſhal to * e that it was worth a 
great deal beyond the uſual price, the notes being 
of conſiderable value, and he inſiſted on five pieces. 
The Marſhal told the boy, that five pieces was 
enough to break him at once: That if he gave him 
two guineas he would be ſufficiently paid, but 
aſſured him, that if he had the good luck to ob- 
tain a handſome reward, he'd make it up five 
pieces. Upon this preſent encouragement and 
future expectation, the boy delivered up the 
pocket-book. And a few days afterwards being 
informed that a very large reward had been 

iven for the notes, he applied to the Marſhal 
for the remaining three guineas according to pro- 
- miſe. But all the ſatisfaction he had, was, that 
he. ſhould be ſent to the houſe of correction if 
he continued to demand it; the Marſhal telling 
him, that ſuch raſcals as he were ignorant how, 
to. diſpoſe of their money. a j 

As a proof of his dealing from the begining, 
wich pick- pocket boys, I need only mention the 
cauſe of his being ſuſpended; which was, for 
his conniving at the intrigues of the picks: 
| . . i F ; pockets ; 


— 


pockets; taking the ſtolen pocket-books, ' and 
ſending threatening letters to the perſons who 
loſt them, under pretence that they had been 
in company with lewd women, and for extort- 
ing money from ſeveral perſons, and one in par- 
ticular, who making his complaint to an eminent 
apothecary in the -Poultrey, that knew the vil- 
lainy of the Marſhal, the affair was brought 
before the Court of Aldermen, where, upon ex- 
amination the Marſhal was found guilty of that 


and many other notorious crimes, upon which . 
he was ſuſpended, | 


The following entertaining adventure will 
exhibit another part of the Marſhal's cha- 
racter, ” —_— 


One night the Marſhal invited his man the 
buckle-maker, to a houſe near the end of the 
Old Bailey, telling him, he would introduce him 
to a company of He Whores. The man, not 
rightly apprekending his meaning, aſked him if 
they were hermaphrodites.---No, ye fool you 
(ſaid the Marſhal) they are ſodomites, ſuch as deal 
with their own ſex, inſtead of females, This be- 
ing a Curioſity the buckle-maker had not yet 
met with, he willingly accompanied his maſter 
to the houſe, which they had no ſooner entered, 
but the Marſhal was complimented by the com- 
pany. with the title of Madam and Ladyſhip. 
The man aſking the occaſion of theſe uncommon 
devoirs, the Marſhal ſaid it was a familiar lan- 
guage peculiar to the houſe, The man was not 
long there, before he was more ſurprized than 


at tuſt, The men calling one another my dear, 


and 
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and hugging, kiſſing, and tickling each other, 
as if they were a mixture of wanton males and 
females, and afſuming effeminate voices and airs. 
Some telling others that they ought to be whipped: 
for not coming to ſchool more frequently. The 
Marſhal was very merry in this aſſembly, and 
dallied with the young ſparks with a gteat deal 
of nam till ſome- perſons came into the 

_ houſe that he little expected to meet with in that 
place: and then finding it out of his power to 
ſecure the lads to himſelf, he ſtarted up on a ſud- 
den in a prodigious rage, aſking the frôlicking 
youths, if they were become ſo common as to 
uſe theſe obnoxious houſes, and telling them he 
would ſpoil their diver ſion; upon this he made 
his exit with his man. As he was going out of 
the houſe, he ſaid, he ſuppoſed they would 
have the impudence to make a ball. The man 
defiring him to explain what he meant by that, 
he anſwered, there was a noted houſe in Hol- 
born, to which ſuch ſort of perſons uſed to re- 
pair, and dreſs themſelves up in women's appatel, 
and dance and romp about, and make ſuch 4 
helliſh noiſe, that a man would ſwear they were 
2 parcel of cats a catterwouling---But, ſays he, 
Fl be revenged of theſs ſmock-faced young digt. 
PI watch their waters, and ſtcure em, and ſend em 
to the Compter. | | PRA | 
Accordingly, the Marſhal, knowing their uſual 
hours, and cuſtamary walks, placed himſelf wich 
a Conſtable in Fleet-ſtreet, and diſpatched his 
man with another to aſſiſt him, to the Old 
Bailey. At the expected time ſeveral of the young- 
ſters were ſeized in women's apparel, and car- 
ried to the Compter. Next morning they were 
carried before the Lord Mayor in the ſame _ 
” cy 
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they were taken in. Some were completely 
rigged in gowns, petticoats, head-cloths, fine 
laced ſhoes, furbelowed ſcarves, and maſks 5 
ſome had riding-hoods; ſome were dreſſed like 
milkmaids, others like ſhepherdefles with greens 
hats, waiſtcoats, and petticoats; and others had 
their faces patched and painted, and woe very 
extenſive hoop-petticoats, which had been very 
lately introduced. His Lordſhip * examined 
them, committed them to the Work- houſe, 
there to continue at hard labour during pleaſure. 
And, as part of their puniſhment, ordered them 
to be publickly conducted through the ſtreets 
in their female habits. Purſuant to which order. 
the young tribe was carried in pomp to the 
Work-houfe, and remained their a- conſiderable _ |} 
time, till at laſt, one of them threatened the - |} 
Marſhal with the ſame puniſhment for formen 
adventures, and thereupon applied to my Lord 
Mayor, and procured their diſcharge. | This 
commi:ment was ſo mortifying to one of the 
young gentlemen that he died in a few days after 
his releaſe. | 8 2 
Thus far have we followed Mr. Wild in the 
character he gives of his maſter, which, it muſt Lf 
de confeſſed, he has very notably embelliſhed | 
with all the rhetorical flouriſhes of his pen; nor 
does he ſpare his own, when he acquaints us how 
deeply he was concerned in all Marſhal's iniqui-- 
tous ſchemes. Let us now return to Wild's 
lodgings in the Old Bailey, where we left him in 
the year 1715. | 
If his people, as he uſed to call them, obeyed: 
his orders in letting him into the ſecrets of their. 
robberies, and committed the goods to his diſpo- 
al, he aſſured them, they might depend * 


— 
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his protection; and, indeed, he had ſo much ho- 
Hour, that to the utmoſt of his power, he always 
| ed what he promiſed them. This punc- 
tuality ſo eſtabliſhed his credit, that if he ſent for 
any of them, with a promiſe of a ſafe conduct, 
they would go to him directly, though they 
knew it was in his power to hang them. When 
they came, if they agreed with his propoſals, they 
| friends, but, if they proved obſtinate 
ſeven though he had an information againſt them) 
he would ſay, I have given you my word that you 
' ſhould come and go in ſafety, therefore you fhall-+ but 
| took to yourſelf, for, when you fer me again, you ſes 
an” Remy. 3 | 
Nor is it a wonder that he acquired fo great an 
- Wſcendancy over them, when he was not only 
willing but commonly able tc keep his word, 
whether it was to hang them or fave them. If 
they had followed his inftruftions, they were 
fure he would not diſturb them; and though they 
were apprehended by others, he ſeldom failed of 
procuring their diſcharge in a little time. He 
commonly got them to be admitted evidences, as 
pretending they were capable of making large 
informations againſt others, and in this caſe, if 
he found they were not ſufficiently provided with 
particulars, he would furniſh them with private 
memorandums of hi own. If by ſuch means he 


could not prevent their coming to a trial, he 


would contrive ſome method to keep the princi- 


pal witneſſes againſt them,, out of the way, at 


the. time when the priſoners were called to the 
bar, and then they would be diſcharged for want 
of -evidence.. | 

But on the other hand, when any of his peo- 
ple preſumed to be independent, and took upon 


"Fer " war an BP 
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then to diſpoſe of what they ſtole without con- 
ſulting him, and ſuhmitting to his terms, ar, by 
any other act of rebellion, forfeited his fayam, 
they were ſure to feel the effects of it. In ſuch 
a caſe, no perſon can be ſo vigilant as Jonathan 
to bring the offender to juſtice, and as he was 
well acquainted. with all their places of reſort, 
there was no ſuch thing as eſcaping his hands. 
Thus by puniſhing the diſobedient he not only 
got the reward allowed for convicting them, but 
eſtabliſhed his authority over the others, and at 
the ſame time appeared to haye ſome pretence to 
the character of being a ſerviceable man to the 
r 10 
pn If ſame (who could make free with him) 
queſtioned how he could carry on ſuch a trade of 
reſtoring ftolen goods, without omg in confede- 
racy ma the — he * 7 I have, in- 
' deed, a large acquaintance among ſuch fort of 
and when Sr that ſuch a robbery has — _=_ 
mitted at ſuch a time, and that ſuch and ſuch gaods 
have been taken away, I ſend to enquire after the fuſe 
pected perſons, and order word to be left at the moſt 
likely places for them to hear of it, that if they will 
cauſe the goods to be carried to ſuch a place, they ſhall 
receive ſuch a reward, and us queflions fhall be aſted 
them. And where is the harm of all this! T neither 
fee the thief, nor receive the goc a 
This was his account of the matter, and they 
could get no other. | | 
We ſhail now give ſome particulars of his ma 
nagement :---a lady went in her chair to Pay 4 
vilit in Piccadilly. The chaugen left the chair 
at the door, and waited ſor her return at a 
neighbouring ale-houſe, and while they were 
drinking, the chair, with the velvet ſeat and fur- 
| niture, 
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niture Was Carried entirely öff. The chairmen 
immediately applied to Wild, and aſter taking his 
uſual fee of a crown, he told them, he would 
confider of it, and defired them to call in a day 
or'two, - They came accordingly z Wild infifted 
upon a conſiderable reward, which they paid him, 
and then he bid them be ſure to attend the 
prayers at Lincolns-inn Chapel the next morn- 
ing. They went thither at the time - — 
were equally ſurprized and pleaſed to find their 
lady's chair under the piazzas of the Chapel, 
with the ſeat and furniture in the ſame condition 
as when they loſt it. 
On Saturday night, March 31, 1716, Mrs 
Knap, a widow gentlewoman, and her fon, 
coming from | Sadler's Wells, were attacked in 
Joekey-fields by five footpads, and ſhe was mur- 
dered. A large reward was offered for diſcover- 


it his buſineſs to find out the murderers. By 
the deſcription given of ſome of them, he knew 
the whole gang; and'with the affiſtance of his 
man Abraham, took thiee of them, who weie 
tried, and afterwards hanged- for the fame, See 
their trial p. 337 of this vol. But Timothy Dun 
{one of the ng) was not yet taken, fer he had 
removed his- odgings, and kept himſelf fo cloſe, 
that not a word was to be heard of him at any 
of the cafes. But this did not diſcourage Jona- 
than ;- he knew that the fellow could not live 
Jong in ſuch a private manner, for he muſt either 
Follow the old buſineſ*, or ſtorve; and offered do 
lay a Wager of ten guineas, that he would have 
him before the next ſeſſions; ſome of his ac- 
—— accepted the offer, and the money wa 


epoſited 
: Dun, 


ing the villains. Jonathan immediately made 


— — —— . he” Wa Fr 
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Dun, grown weary of his confinement, and 
willing to know if Wild was ftill in queſt of 
him, Lac his wife to pet what intelligence ſhe 
could. She went to Mrs, Seagoe's, where Jona- 
than lodged, and ftaid there all the afternoon. 
When the went away in the evening, Wild 
ſent a man after her, to dog her home. he took 
water at Black-friars, and croſſed to the Faulcon. 
He followed in another boat. She ſuſpecting 
him, crofled again to White-friarz. He was 
preſently after her, and ſhe perceiving it, took 
another boat to Lambeth, He followed her, but 
it being now dark, and he keeping at a con- 
venient diſtance, ſhe thouzht ſhe had loſt him, 
and ſo went directly to her lodgings in Maid- 
lane, near the Bank-fide, in Southwark. But 
he watched her ſo narrowly, that he ſaw where 
me went in, and, that he might got miſtake 
the houſe the next day, he marked the door 
with a piece of clialk, and then returned with 
the news of his ſuccels. 
2 in che morning, Wild, his man Abra- 


ham, Riddleſden and Horney, and another, went 
to Dun's lodging, which was up two pair of 
ſtairs, He, hearing them at the do:r, got out 
of his back window upon the roof of a pantry, 
the lower part of which was not above ſeven 
or eight foot from the ground. Abraham getting 
into the back yard, and ſeeing Dun upon the 
tiles, fired a jillol and wounded him in the 
ſhoulder, ſo that he rolled down into the yard, 
and then, though there was po fear of his 
cicaping, Riddlelden thot him in the face with 
ſmall ſhot.---Thus Jonathan won the ten guineas 
rad Timothy was hanged. 

Vol. Il, Mm Jonathan 
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Jonathan got a great deal of reputation, as 
well as a handſome reward, by his courage and 
good management, in this affair of Mr. 24 
and valued himſelf much upon it. 
In the year 1716, Arnold Powel, a notorious 
houſe- breaker, was apprehended and committed 
to Newgate for attempting burglary near Golden 
Square; Jonathan — C582} that he was 
pretty fluſh of the cole, cauſed it to be inti- 
mated to him, that he expected him to come 
down, or ways and means would be found to 
have him topped. Arnold, not believing it was 
in Wild's power to hurt him, dared him to his 
- worſt, And Wild, reſolving to convince him 
of his miſtake, exerted his utmoſt diligence to 
find out whom he had robbed. It was not long 
before he heard that Mr. Eaſtlick, a glaſs-grinder, 
at Fleet-ditch, had his houſe broke open by 
Powel. Wild applied to Mr. Eaſtlick, a pro- 
ſecution was agreed on, and a bill was found 
for the burglary. This brought Powel to re- 
pentance, and ſo he ſtruck up a peace with 
Tonathan, who had his own terms, and there- 
upon retracted his great zeal, and contrived an 
expedient for Powel's deliverance, 

At the beginning of the Seſſions, Mr. Eaſtlick 
attended with his witneſſes, But Wild perſuaded 
them that the firſt and ſecond day, the Court 
would be taken up with other trials, and there- 
fore they need not looſe their time in waiting 
at the Seffion-Houſe, but he would give them 
timely notice wen PowePs trial came on, They 
depended upon this; but, in the mean time, 
Jonathan ſo managed the matter, that Powel was 
brought to the bar. The witneſſes were called, 
but none appeared, and Wild, who was then in 

2 Court, 


| 
1 
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Court, declared he knew not what was become 
of them. The priſoner was taken away again 
and afterwards brought a ſecond time, and fo a, 
third, but ſtill no witneſfes appeared; at laſt, 
the Jury were charged with him, and, for want 
of evidence, he was acquitted, and the Court 
ordered the proſecutor's recognizance to be 
eſtreated. But Mr, Eaſtlick, hearing of this 
management, the. next morning applied to the 
Court; upon which Wild was ſeverely repri- 
manded, and Powel was ordered to remain till 
next Seſſions, when he endeavoured to elude a 
trial by putting himſelf into a ſalivation; but, 
that not availing him he was tried, and con- 
victed of a burglary, and was hanged at Tyburn, 
March 20, 1716-17. 5 
Wild had now left his lodgings at Mrs. Sea- 
goe's, and taken a houſe on the other fide of 
the way, next to the Cooper's arms. | | 
Thus Jonathan, to ſupport his pretences of 
ſerving the public, as well as for other purpoſes, 
found it neceſſary now and then to hang up two 
or three of his people ; but this was not ſufficient 
to conceal his other practices. His encouraging 
ſelons, and trading in ſtolen goods, were by this 
time too well known to be longer ſuffered with 
impunity. i 
Accordingly in the year 1718 (at the inſti- 
ation and by the procurement of Sir William 
Ihompſon the Recorder) an af was paſſed, for 
the farther preventing. robberies, felonies, and for the 
mare 1 tranſportation of felons :' By a clauſe 
in which it was made felony for any perſons to 
take a reward under pretence of reſtoring ſtolen 
goods, except they proſecuted the ſelons who ſtole 
them. | 


M m 2 This 
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This gave a check to Jonathan's buſineſs for 
a while; but it was not long before he ventured 
to revive it again, though with- more: caution 
than before, and altering his meaſures,” by which 
he thought to evade the law. i W446 

When people had been two or three times 
with him, in queſt of what they had loſt, he 
would tell them, that he had made enquiry after 
their goods, and received information, that if 
ſuch a ſum of money was ſent to ſuch a place, 
the gocds would be delivered to the perſon who 
carried it. This being agreed on, a porter was 
called, the money put into his hands, and di- 
rections given him to go and wait at the corner 
of the ſtreet; When he came to the place ap- 
pointed, or perhaps in his way thither, he was 
met by fomebody who delivered him the goods 
upon his paying the money. 8 

At other times, the owners of the goods, as. 
they were going home, were overtaken by a 
ſtranger, who put the goods into their hands, 
and at the fame time a note, in which was 
writ the ſum of money they were to pay for 
them. 

But in ſome hazardous caſes, he commonly 
pt the people themſelves upon taking the firſt 
ep, by advertiſing what goods they had loſt, 
and oftering a reward to any one who would: 
bring them to Jonathan Wild, who was there- 
by. empowered to receive them without aſking, 
LEONE i. L's : 
In the two former. caſes, he neither ſaw the: 
thick, nor received your goods, nor took your 
money; and in the latter, the principal part was 
your on act, and appeared no. otherwiſe than 
as a friend, in. whoſe honour you could ſafely: 

* 2 confide; 
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confide; and in ſerving you this way, there 
was no neceſſity of ſuppoſing him to be a con- 
federate with the felons who had robbed du. 
When you had got your goods, and deſired to 
know what he muſt have for his trouble, he 
would tell you, with an air of indifference, you 
might do as you pleaſed, he demanded nothing; 
he was glad it had been in his power to ſerve you; 
what he had done was from a principle of doing 
good, and without any views of ſelf-intereſt ;/ 
and if you thought proper to make him a preſent, 
it would be your own act, the pure effect of your 
generoſity, and he ſnould not take it as a Reward, 
dut merely as a Favour. „ 

As he had ſometimes cuſtomers from tother- 
end. of the town, to ſave them the trouble of com- 
ing ſo far as the Old Bailey, or, perhaps, fur 
ſome other reaſon, he took an office in Newtun-: 
er's Lane, and placed his man Abraham in it; 
but, in a-quarter of a year, Mr. Wild's buſineſs 
grew ſo briſk, that he was obliged to fend for his 
man home again to aſſiſt him. Abraham had' 
the character of a very faithful and induſtrious 
ſervant to his maſter, and was entruſted with at- 
fairs of the greateſt importance, and not unde 
ſervedly; as may be ſeen in the following inſtance: 

Jonathan had been: fo fatigued in the late —4 
of buſineſs, that his health was much impaired, 
and it was thought neceſlary to take the benefit at 
the air. Accordinglyt, leaving Abraham to ſup- 
Ply his place, he took lodgings at Dulwich. 
While he was there, a gentlewoman, in going to. 
the South Sea Houſe, had her pocket picked. of 
bank notes to the value of 70001.! As foon as 
ihe miſſed them, ſhe went to ſonathan's houſe, 
and applied. to his man. - He defireg, her to ge 
Mm 3 n 


him the particulars of the notes, and the beſt der 
ſcription ſhe could of the perſons Who were near 
her a little before or after ſhe miſſed them. This 
being done, be promiſed to make a diligent en- 
quiry, and ſo he did to ſome purpoſe; for, in 4 
"os; days, thtee pick-pockets* were taken witk 
all the notes upon them), and carried down to 
Jonathan, who thought fit to diſcharge them 
upon delivering up all their effects. The notes 
were returned to the owners, but Jonathan got 
Theſe three were afterwards tranſported for 
other offences. One of them had ſpoke with a 
bank note for 1000], Which he carried with him 
to Maryland, where he bought his liberty, and 
then went to New York, and ſet up for 2 
gentleman. W nne u 
Jonathan being pretty well recovered, returned 
to the Old Bailey. Soon after, a mercer at the 
corner of Lombard ſtreet, ſent a porter with a 
box of rick goods, to the value of 200 l. of 
more. Three Prigs, who were out upon the 
kid-lay, took notice of him, and had a great mind 
to ſpeak with the box; upon which one of them, 
who was well dreiled, goes up N Porter, 
ſays he, can you flep a little way, and Pll give you 
7 fm +a, — fo much then as 4 1 the 
tavern at the end of the ſh cet, and defire the drutber 
to give you the roquelaty that the gentleman left in the 
Lar---you ſhatt carry my batch for à toten. You 
may ſet your box down ufon this bulk, and Tl take 
eare. M it till you come back ; tut ubatever ye do make 
ha 2. A | * 2 1 3 72 | 

de porter pitehes his burden, runs to the 
tavern, and enquires for the roquelair ; but nos 
body there knew any thing of the matter. May 


br, 
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be, ſuys he, you are afraid to 6 me with it; hut 
the gentleman bas ſent 4 very good, toten here, hir 
latguerd over.---\$.foan as he found this, he be- 
gan to fear he was bit, and hurried back as faſt 
as he could, but came too late, for neither the 
gentleman nor the box were to be found. 
What muſt I do? ſays he to himſe}f;. zubut account 
Hail I. give te ny mater? I muſt neuen ler bim 
inow what. a , eleſs dog 1 have been, to be gulled 
at this rate; I muſt invent ome txcuſe, I muſt forge 
fome lis or ather, to bring myſelf. aff, er I am an un- 
done mans At laſt he. came to a reſolution, rolled 
himſelf in the dirt, went home, to his maſter, 
and told him two fellows had knocked him down; 
and run away with the box. This ſtory was 
probable, and gained credit. The mercer ap- 
plied to Wild, and told him... the fame ſtory. 
Look ye, Sir, ſays Wild, this porter of yours is as 
lying raſcal, and 1 Ph fend. for him hither, . PII 
convince; you-of it. he porter was ſent for, Abra- 
ham took him into a room, betwixt which and the 
next room was only a thin partition, ſo that what 
was ſaid in the one might eafily be overheard in 
the other. Zonrf? friend, ſays Abraham, your ma- 
ter tas here juſt naw aboat a ler; we wanted to 
know ſome particulars that he could net inferm ut” of, 
and ſo before he went, he ſent werd for you 10 cemie 
hither. Now, if you tell us how you laſi the box; and © 
that ſort of per ſens teok it fi em E, ſemething may 
be done. M ly, two or three fellcws came wp to me, 
knocked me down, and run away with it.--- If they 
knocked you detun, tis felony, and therefere I am 
afraid they won't venture to.ceme in and retxrn the 
goods -I fo ?--- Becauſe thry ſtaud a fair chance 
tele large. Put, dome, jou may as will tell ths 
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whole truth at once, for, if you don't, we fhall find it 


out ſome other way. Do you know nothing of a to 


ten? A token yes; 1was there no ſuch thing as a 
watch given you by a gentleman as a-token to fetth his 
roquelatr from the tavern ? indeed that's the very cafe. 
But haw the devil came you o Py of I believe in 
my conſcience you are a'witch,---Well, you 9 
home Ara Aa and we'll try what we can Pa 7 

One of theſe who+ were concerned in cheating. 


the porter, lived at that time in Jonathan's' old 


houſe in-Ccex-alley., Wild and Abraham went 
thither,- and liſtening at the door, heard the man, 
and his wife a ſcolding:-----Ye Bitch, ſays he, Pl 
go to Holland To- morroto. Wild immediately puſhed 


open the door, and ſaid Vill you by G---, but you 


Han't; and ſo conducted him to the Compter. 
Next day the Mercer had his goods again; Wild 


was ſatisfied for his trouble, and the priſoner was 


diſcharged. . 
Jonathan's: buſineſs being now greatly in- 
ereaſed, he found it neceſſary to take a larger 


houſe, and accordingly removed to a more con- 


venient habitation,, the King's-head: in-the Old 
Bailey. | | | 
"346 after this, two women came to him with 
a ſcheme for breaking a houſe; but as they were 
ftrahgers to him, and not having proper creden- 
tials, he thought it by no means adviſeable to fall 
in with: their propoſals, and therefore very ptu- 


dently ſhewed them the way to Newgate. 


In Feb. 178-19; Margaret Dowdell and Alice 
Wright were indicted for a miſdemeanour, in ad- 
viſing and endeavouring to- perſuade Jonathan 
Wild, to break and enter the houſe of John Cook, 
and ſteal his goods, Jan. 23, 1718, 19. 
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Janatban Wild. On the 23d or 24th of laſt 
Month, the priſoners came to my houſe, and ſaid: 
they wanted to ſpeak with me in private; upon 
which I looked at them very earneſtly, and per- 
ceiving one of them to be with child, I did not 
know but ſhe might want a: father for it: how- 
ever, I took them aſide, and deſired them to tell 
me their buſineſs. My, ſays Dowdell, I have lo 
nothing, but yet I want to find ſamething. -I bulieve 
I can help you to a thouſand pounds. Nay, I don't 


doubt of making. it many ' thouſands, if you will be. 
ruled by me,---O, by all = 2 and I fhalt 


think myſeIf very much obliged to you for putting me in 
the way 4 * what is to be done > 2 ſhe, yo. 
muſt procure me tw or three /lout fellows. Very bell, 
fays I, and what then ?---Why then, ſays ſhe, the 
buſineſs is to "break open the houſes and take the 
money. It is the houſe = John Cook, a Cane-chair- 
maker, in Worm-waod-ſtreet near Biſhopſgate 5 and 
he has a lodeer,, an antienf maiden gentlewomany 
that has got fome thouſand pounds. in a box under the 
bed where ſbe lies. Now there is a ſaw-pit in the 
ſhap, and the only way vill be for one of the ſellotus, 
in the evening, to take an offortunity of hiding bim 
felf in this ſaw-pit, - which. he may do very eaſily, and 
fo, in the dead of the night, he may let in his com- 
fanions; and then they muſt take care to ſecure tiuo 
Sturdy *prentices, and a boy that ledges in the garret, 
for they will be apt to be very refractery. But I beg 
that this may be done, if poſſuble, without committing 
murder.----Phoo? ſays Alice Wright, people that go 
upon ſuch matters muſt do as well as they can; 

muſt take care of themſelves; aud att as they Hall 
fee beſt for their own ſecurity.--- Now when theſt boys 
are ſecured, it is the eaſieſt thing in the world to 
come at the old gentlewoman's money; for ſbe is gone 
1a 
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ento the country to Fran more, and her room is un- 
derneath where the boys lie. Then oppoſite to her room, 
ts that where Mr. Cook and his wife lie; but you 
nuſt take à particular care of him, for he is a 
dev liſh reſolute man, and it might not be much amiſs 
if he were knocked on the head. And, when that is 
done, you might find money in his drawers, for he never 
is without: Right under his room lies a- gentlewoman 
and a ſmall child, but I muſt deſire, that neither ſhe 


zor the child may be hurt---and ſo muſt 1 too (ſays 


Dowell) far I would not have them came to any harm 


for the werld; When 1 had heard all this, I thought 


x was proper to take care of my chaps. | 

Mrs. Coo. Mr. Wild came and informed me 
of this deſign, and deſcribed all the rooms in my 
houſe ſo exactly as if he had lived there. Dow 
dell had been my lodger five months, and, tho? 
ſhe was behind-hand in her rent, I was unwilling 
ta turn her out, becauſe I knew fhe was very poor, 
and might be hard put to it to get another lodg- 
ing; but at laſt he went away of her own accord, 
without giving me notice, or offering to pay me 
any thing. When fhe and the other priſoner 
were carried before my Lord Mayor, they both 
confeſſed the whole matter. 2 
Dodell called ſeveral to her character, who de- 
poſed, that ſhe was a captain's widow, had 
formerly lived in good credit, but was now re- 
1 5 

Wright called one witneſs, who ſaid, he knew 
nothing more of her, than that ſhe had lived in 
two or three places where he was acquainted, and 


that ſhe had had a child by a gentleman whom he 


The 


The jury found them both guilty of the miſ- 
demeanour, and the Court ordered, that they 
ſhould ſuffer fix months impriſonment. 

Jonathan had minuted down in his books a 
gold watch, a parcel of fine lace, and other things 
of great value, which Jack Butler had made upon 
the Lodging Lay at Newington-Green ; and yet 
he wholly neglected coming to account, and no 
news was to be heard of him for two or three 
months. Jonathan ſwore he would be up with him 
for his ingratitude; and accordingly ſpared no 
pains in hunting after him; but, as Jack had re- 
tired from buſineſs it was no eaſy matter to meet 
with him. Hearing at laſt, that he lodged at an 
alehouſe in Biſhoplgate-ftreet, be got a warrant, 
and taking two or three to aſſiſt him, went thither 
betimes in the morning ; the door being open, he 
run foremoſt up ſtairs; with a piſtol in his hand, 
tho' not To ſoftly. but Butler heard him; upen 
which he jumpt out of be], flipr on his coat, 
breeches, and ſhoes, and getting out of the win- 
dow, (which was but one ſtory high) dropt into 
the yard, climbed over the wall into the ftreet, run 
cob, the way into a Dyer's ſhop, and ſo thro? to 
a waſh-houſe, where ſome women were waſh- 
ing. He told them he was purſued by bailiffs, and 
begged they would let him hide himſelf, and 
they directed him to the coal-hole. In the mean 
time Jonathan had wrenched open the door, and 
found that Butler had given them the ſlip, but knew 
not which way to follow him; however, haſten- 
ing down ſtairs, and ſeeing nothing of him in the 
ſtreet, he concluded he muſt have taken refuge in 
ſome houſe not far off. At laft, ſeeing the Dyer's 
door open, he goes over, and meeting the man 
of the houſe told him what had happened, and — 
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he believed the rogue muſt have run in there, 
becauſe he ſaw no other door open. He can't be 
here (ſays the Dyer,) for I have not been out of the 
Hop above a minute. Sir (ſays Jonathan) that muſ? 
be the very time be ſlipt in, and therefore I beg you 
would give me leave to ſearch for him. Ihe Dyer bid 
him ſearch and welcome, % 

Jonathan and his aſſiſtants went in, and finding 
the women in the waſh-houſe, enquired of them 
if they had ſeen ſuch a fellow? they denied it 
ttiffly, till he ſatisfied them, that the man was a 
thief, and then they adviſed him to look in the 
coal-hole. Jonathan took a candle, and looked 
all round but to no purpoſe. Then he went into 
the cellar, and ſearched every corner of it, and 
examined the kitchen, ſhop, and every other 
place, but all in vain. He was heartily vext, 
and {wore he was never fo fooled in his life be- 
fore. He told the Dyer, he believed the rogue 

as got out again. That's impoſſible, ſaid the 

yer, for 1 have been in the ſhop ever ſince, and if 
he went down flairs, he muſt be there ſtill, for theilt 
is no other way out but at this door and he could not 
ome this way without my ſeeing him; and therefore 
I adviſe you to look the cellar again, and I'll go with 
you. Down they all wert, and, the Dyer turn- 
ing up a large tub, Butler immediately made his 
appearance. S, Mr. Son of a bitch! have I caught 
you at laft ? ſays Jonathan; twhat have you done 
with the gold watch, lace, and other moveacles that 
you ſtole out of your lodgings, ye runagate raſcal ? 
you fhall certainly feoing for it: Ill take care of you, 
if there is never another rague in England. But 
notwithſtanding theſe menaces, Jack knew the 
ſecret of calming Jonathan's wrath, and therefore 
taking him aſide, F youll eb to my rom again; 

| | {13s 
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ſays he, and look behind the bed's-head, you may find 
ſomething that may make you amends for your trouble, 
Jonathan went away and was well ſatisfied with 
what he found. But, as Butler was apprehended 
in ſo public a manner, it was neceſſary to carry 
him before a Juſtice, who committed him to 
Newgate; and, by good management, inſtead 
of being hanged he was only tranſported, 


Jonathan going one day to an inn in Smith- 


field, obſerved a large trunk in the yard, and ima- 
gining there might be ſomething of conſiderable 
value in it, he goes home, and orders Jerry 
Raun to go and /peak with it. Raun dreſſes him- 
ſelf like a porter and brings it off. It belonged 
to Mr. Jarvis a Whip-maker in that neighbour- 
hood, who had ſent it to the inn, to be carried 


into the country; but, hearing that ſome body 


had ſtole it, he applied to Wild, who, afl er many 
delays, helped him to moſt of the goods again for 
ten guineas. Wild and Raun quarrelled ſoon 
afterwards, and Wild found means to have him 
hanged; but, the day befote his execution, he 
ſent for Mr. Jarvis, and diſcovered the whole at- 
fair to him, TD 

Mr. Jarvis was the more inclinable to believe 
this account, becauſe his own ſervant informed 
him, that Wild was at the inn when the trunk was 
laid down. Wild was threatened with 2 proſecu- 


tion ſor this; but Mr. Jarvis, dying foon after, 


the deſign died with him. 
*Tis ſaid, that Jonathan, reſolving to carry on 
a trade with Holland and Flanders, purchaſed a 


loop, and put in the famous Roger Johnſon 
to command her; that he carried over gold 
watches, rings, ſnufi-boxes, and other plate, and 


ſometimes perhaps bank notes, which had been 
Vol. II, Nun pate 
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ſpoke 5 with by the way of the mail. His chief 
trading port was Oſtend, from whetice he travel- - 
Jed up to Bruges, Ghent, Bruſſels, and other con- 
{iderable. towns, where he diſpoſed of his effects, 
and took in a lading of Hollands, and other goods; 
returned to England, and uſually brought his cars 
go to land in the night, without giving the leaſt 
trouble to the officers of the cuſtom-houſe, 
This buſineſs was carried on pretty ſucceſsfully. 
for about two years, when by ſome miſmanape- 
ment two pieces of Holland were loft, and John- 
ſon ſtopt the value of them out of the mate's 
Wages. The man was ſo provoked at this, that 
he went immediately, and gaye information of 
Johnſon's running a vaſt quantity of goods; 
whereupon the veſſel was Exchegquered, and John- 
ſon was. caſt in 75001, damages, which put zn ing 
10 his trading to Holland. h | 
There had long been great animoſity betwixt 
Johnſon and Tom Edwards, who kept the cafe 
in Long-lane. Johnſon was expert at the paſſn g- 
ey, and Edwards at the waggon-lay, Edwards was. 
indefatigable in his calling, for he would ſome- 
times follow awaggon for two miles together He 
always lay at the fame inn where the waggon put 
up, and when every body elſe was a bed, he would 
creep down from his room, and take a box or a 
portmanteau out of a Wagons unbar the inn- 
gates, carry his booty into ſome private field, and 
plant it under a hedge, and ſo return privately to 
his bed again. One evening, as he was comin 
out of the Black Lyon alchouſe in the Strand, 
which was then kept by one Butler, (the brother 
of Tom Butler, who received his pardon in order 
to be an evidence againſt Wild) he met with 
Johanſon and ſeized him, and charging him with 
I | | | felony, 
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felony, carried him to a tayern. Johnſon ſent for 


one of Wild's men, who came, with a conſtable 


and a warrant again{t Edwards, and carried him s- 


fore a ſuſtice, who committed him to the Compter. 
It is not certain how the affair ended; but, 
ſome time afterwards Edwards, having intellts, 


zence of a large quantity of valuable ſtolen goods, 
odged in one of Jonathan's private ware-houſes, 
ot a warrant and ſeized them, Jonathan was 


lo provoked at this, tho he did not think it pro- 
per to claim the goods as his own, yet he took 


dat an action in the name of Johnſton, to whom he 
ſaid the goods belonged, arre ted Edwards and threw 


him into the MarſkeHea, where he lay one nigat, 


but the next day gave Bail for his app-aranc?.- 
Edwards vowed revenge. He got ſeveral infor - 
mations againſt Johnſon, and only wanted to 


find where he was, Aſter a long ſearch to no 
purpoſe, he accidentally met with him on the 
Stratford road, ſeized him, and, ſending for a con- 
ſtable, carried him to an ale-houfe hard by. 
Tohnſon ſent a meſſenger to inform Wild of What 
had happened. Wiid and his man Quilt Arnold, 
went down directly to Johnſon; a quarrel aroſe, 


and Johnſon made his eſcape. 


An information was made againſt Wild hie 


management in this affair, of which being in- 


formed, he abſconded for three weeks; and then, 


'\magining the danger was over, ventured to ap- 


pear again in public; but he found himſelf miſ- 
taken; for the high conſtable of Holbourn, hear 
ing he was returned to his own houſe, went thi- 
ther with the two Willis's, and apprehended hi- 
and his man Quilt Arnold. "They were carried 


before a magiſtrate and committed to Newgate. 


Prom 
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From this inſtant, Johnſon's cunning and cou- 
rage forſook him. OR 
Of the proceedings againſt him from this time 
to the time of his receiving ſentence, we have 
already given a more exact and full account. 
than ever appeared in public before. What 
remains, is to take notice of his behaviour 
under condemnation, and ſhall begin with the 
following elegy. AST RES” ee eee 


JoxvATHAN Wirp's Complaint. 


Confin'd within that dark and dreary cell, 
Where terrors reign, and where no comforts 


. dwell; . | | 
Where ominous vifions wretched ſouls affright, _ 
Halters and gibbits painting to the fight: _ 
Where ſome in tears lament, and others ſwear, 
While Purney “ ſniv'ling ſpells a godly prayer; 
Or while his deputy, + with holy qualms, 
Devoutly hums o'er one of Sternhold's pſalms ; 
Of life deſpairing, conſcious of deſert, | 
Sad Wild thus vents the anguiſh of his heart. 
'Fhus of his inauſpicious fate complains, 

As he with gloomy brow ſurveys his chains. 

Is graceful country! Zealous for thy good, 
How often have I hazarded my blood? 

Nor have I arms alone, but arts employ'd, 
Swords, Piſtols, and damnation have * 
Warm as thy cauſe, of dangers not afraid, 
How great a flaughter has by me been made? 
Witneſs, ye Records of this horrid dome, 
Nor let it be forgot in days to come; 


* The Ordinary of Newgate, James WW: . 
g Y 
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By me thrice thirty have in halter dy d,. 
I ſeiz'd: them, and in vain to ſcape they try d 
Twas E who evidences did prepares ni 
And to the purpoſe | taught them what to fear, 

Ye Britons | ours d with an unthankful minds 
For: ever to exalted merit blind,” racks 2 FUL IT, 
Is thus your conſtant Benefactor ſpurn'd _ 
Are thus. his- faithful - ſervices retury'd?: TT 
This. Dungeon his reward for labours paſt, 
Andi Fyburn; bis folt recompence-at laſt? 

More generous Blugſtin /---O, that ay deſign. 
Had ended this unhappy life of mine! | 
O, that ſucceſs had eroivh'l: the firoke you gave! 
Then had: gone with honour to the grave? 

How will the crouds, that F have ene before, 
Triumph: to meet me on th' infernal ſhore!  - 
At me, what looks infulting will they- eat; 
And ſwearing ory =<<Ol friend your come af kat. , 

But ſure; er Long, che time will come ag un, 
When watches fhall' be loſt in Drury- lune; 444.78 
Snuff-boxes, finely painted, miſs their way, 
And rings and — 2 books ſhall go aſtray: 
When Phillis at the Ball or Maſquerade © 
Shall loſe a preſent by ſome lover made; 


Then yon unthinking mon ſters !--you, that now | 


Exult at my unpitied overtlirow, 

Then youll repent too late: you then, in vain, 
Win wiſh to have your Jonathan again. 
But you, my faithful fervants every where, 
Whom I have train'd up with a father's care, 
Sure you ſome grateful f-ntiments' will have,” 

And drop à tear upon your maſter's grave! 


From frags, and. ſauntring barecletzge up and 


down,” 
With pn never bleſf'd with half-a crown; 


— 
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From ſelling ſave-alls, pimping at poor ſtews, 
From raking kennels, and from blacking ſhoes ;: 
*T was J that rais'd ye.---You by me were made 
Succeſsful artiſts in a thieving trade 
Ftaught ye to lead comfortable lives, 
To keep a train of whores, and ſtarve your wives: 
Go on and proſper, ' bravely play your parts, 
Nor leave unpractis'd any of your arts? 


Be rogues renown'd, and trample on the laws, 
And, like true bloods, revenge your patron's 


> -"anfe, '-- 


Tze Ordinary's account of him is as follows. 
Aftef his conviction, he affirmed, that he had 
- faſted ; upwards. of four days, which, together 


with his lameneſs and indiſpoſition, had rendered 
him unable to attend the ſervice of God in the 
Chapel, He endeavoured to convince people, 
that at Wolverhampton he knew ſeveral perſons 
that would have proved his friends, had he thought 
his caſe dangerous, and timely applied to them: 
but as he carried-on the fame practice, above 2 
dozen years, and was now growing old, he could 
not be made to believe he ſhould ſuffer at laſt, 


For what he had publickly done unpuniſhed fo 


long. But he was then told by a gentleman, 
that he bad long artfully evzded the law, and 


eſcaped juſtice; which juſtice had ſometime ſinoe 


overtaken one Thompſon, who was executed for 


carrying on ſuch practices but a very ſhort time. 


That he ought to have taken warning when he 


was firſt committed priſoner ti the Compter, 


Where he ſhould have obſerved the miſery of vi- 
cious people, inſtead of learning their ways, and 


endeavouring to underſtand them and their prac- 


tices, and afterwards aflociaung with them,--- 
ann He 


He replied, that his buſineſs was doi ing: . > in. 
recovering loſt goods; that as he ined- 
things of great value for Dukes, Earls, — ds; 
he thought he deſerved. well.---I'hat he had ap- 
prehenced the greateſt and moſt. pernicious, rob- 
bers the nation was ever moleſted. e had 
wounds and ſcars ſtill remaining in his head, body, 
and legs. He appeared to be very much diſorder- 
ed, and confuſed in: his thoughts, which he ſaid 
was owing to thoſe. wounds, and in particular 
to two fractures in his ſcull, which diſordered 


his brain, though covered with filver plates. He 
never went to chapel during the whole time he 
continued under ſentence of death, ſaying, he 
was lame, and unable to ſupport bimſelf on bis 


legs, and much more unable to go up ſo far. 
Another reaſon he added was, that certain ene- 
mies of his among the crowd would not only in- 
terrupt his prayers. by pointing, Whiſpering, &c. 

but would, he believed, inſult him, and if they 
dared, would. raiſe a tumult; --- therefore, as he 
knew that to pray to God without attention or 
regard, Was Tore than wholly to omit prayers;, 
and as he could not attend his duty. amidſt ſo vaſt 
a crowd as attended at the chapel, he earneſtly 
deſired he might not be carried thither, and ac- 
.cordingly was not. He kept the other malefac- 
tors in order and regularity, - no interruption 


happening either at players, or when the word of 


God was reading. The day before he died he 
deſired he might receive the ſacrament, at which 
. he — of the meaning of thoſe words, 
curſed is every that hangeth- on a tree. Alſo, 
concerning the diſpoſition of the ſoul when firſt 
ſeparated from the body, and the local ſituation 
of che other "Wares and other. queſtions , of ſych 
| a nature ; 
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z nature: but he was anſwered, that they were 
matters of leſs moment and importance than other 
things he might employ his time about; he was 
adviſed —— to repent of his ſins, to read and 
frudy Chriſt's paſſion, merits and atonement, and 
the infinite juſtice as well as unlimited mercy of 
_ Almighty: - He appeared fomewhat atten- 
tive to the prayers, efpecially before he had ſome 
expectations of à reprieve, and afrer he ound 
that all expectations were van. 

The —.— he ſuffered, he enquired 
how the noble Greeks and famous Romans, - WhO 
flew themſelbes, came to be ſo glories in hiſtory, 
if ſelf- murder is a crime . He was deſired to 
conſider, that the wiſeſt and moſt learned Hea- 
thens, called felf-mutder cowardice, in not ſuſ- 
taining the misfortunes” whieh ' providence laid 
upon human nature, and that chriſtianity is much 
more expreſs againſt ſuicide.· He confeſſed that 
ſelf- murder was impiety, but his confeſſion ap- 
peared to be hypocrify; for, about two o'clock- 
in the morning, he endeavoured” to prevent his 
execution by drinking laudanum; but the large- 
neſs of the draught, together with his having- 
faſted” before, inſtead of deſtroying him imme- 
-diately, was the cauſe of his not dying by it. 
At 'the place of execution, Wild having ren- 
dered himſelf detirious by poiſon, began to re- 
cover, and united wich the other eriminals in 
the publie prayers, as well as the tumult and 
clamour on the eccafion would giye them leave. 


Thus far the Ordinaty; to K mall add 


z few more particulars: 
After taking the Baer laudanum, be- gre 

ſo drowſy,” that he coutd'not hold up his hand, ) 
nor han od open his eyes at prayers.” FT _— bis 
| elow-" 
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fellow - priſoners, perceiving his diſorder, endea- 
youred to rouſe him. They took him by the 
arms, and perſuaded him to ſtand up and walk 
a little, which (as he was lame of the gout). 
he could not do without their aſſiſtance. This 
motion awakened him a little, and then his coun- 
tenance turned very pale, he ſweated violently,, 
and grew exceedingly faint and ſick; ſoon after 
he vomited till he had thrown up the greateſt” 
part of the laudanum. After this he recovered 


deferred givin# the populace the ſatisſaction they 
demanded. Thus ended the life of Jonatkan 


About 
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About two o'clock in the morning, after his“ 
execution, he was buried in. Paneras Church-. 
yard; but his body did not reſt there, for in two 
or three nights afterwards the ſurgeons (as twas 
imagined) removed it. A hearle and fix was 
ſeen waiting about midnight at the end of Fig- 
lane, at which place the empty cofaa vas ſound 
the next morning; but what became of the body, 
Was not publickly known | | 

Jonathan, by his wife of Wolverhampton, had 
one ſon, who was near 19 years old at the time 
of his father's death; a little before which he 
came up to London, He.was a lad of fo turbu- 
lent a diſpoſition, that it was thought proper to 
confine him while his father went to be hanged, 
for fear he ſhould do ſome m.iciief among the” 
mob.---Not long after the execution he fold him- 
ſelf for a ſervant to the plantations abroad. 
Jonathan had five other wives, (or at leaſt wo- 
men that ſupplied the place of ſuck) beſides the 
mother of this boy; nor did he always wait till 
one Was dead before he took another. Mary 
Milliner was the ſecond ;; Judiſh Nun the third, 
by whom he had a daughter; the fourth was 
Sarah Grigſon, or Perrin; and the fifth Elizabeth. 
Man, who cohabited with him four or five years: 
and then died; the ſixth and laſt ſurvived bimp 
and afterwards: married again, but is tince dead. 
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